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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

 

The present text is the final version of the report of the First Special Session of the European Inland 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

The First Special Session of the European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission 

(EIFAAC) was held in Rome, Italy, on 27 October 2011. This Session was held with the sole purpose 

of adopting the new Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The two-thirds quorum, that was needed 

to adopt the new Rules of Procedure, was reached and the new Rules of Procedure were eventually 

adopted by voting with 25 affirmative votes, two negative votes and one abstention. The new Rules of 

Procedure of the Commission will be submitted to the Director-General of FAO for approval.   
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I. OPENING OF THE SESSION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

1. The European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission (EIFAAC) held its 

First Special Session in Rome, Italy, on 27 October 2011. 

 

2. The First Special Session was chaired by Mr Tomás Brenner and attended by delegates from 

30 Members of EIFAAC listed in Appendix B to this report. The necessary quorum for the Session to 

adopt the revised Rules of Procedure was reached as more than two-thirds of the Members of the 

Commission attended. 

 

3. The First Special Session was opened by Mr Tomás Brenner as Chairperson.  

 

4. The Session was informed that the European Union was participating in accordance with 

paragraphs 8 and 9 of Article II of the FAO Constitution. The Session subsequently adopted the 

Agenda which can be found in Appendix A to this report. 

 

 

II. ADOPTION OF THE NEW RULES OF PROCEDURE  

 

5. The Chairperson, recalling the restructuring process of EIFAAC, noted that the purpose of this 

Session was to adopt the revised Rules of Procedure which had already been reviewed, largely 

discussed and agreed upon at the Twenty-sixth Session of the Commission in Zagreb, Croatia, in May 

2010 and finalized at the meeting in Rome on 22 November 2010.  

 

6. The Chairperson recalled that it was originally planned to hold to the Special Session for the 

Adoption of the new Rules of Procedure on 29 April 2011, noting with disappointment that it had to 

be cancelled because only twenty-two Members had confirmed their participation within the required 

time and hence a two-third quorum would not have been reached at the Session. 

 

7. The Commission then considered the revised Rules of Procedure which were contained in 

document EIFAAC/SSI/2011/2. The Members welcomed in general the revised Rules of Procedure.  

 

8. The delegate from Greece referred to Rule II.6.a, which required that a function and duty of 

the EIFAAC Operational Focal Point was to "ensure that his/her country is represented at each 

Session by a National Delegation and participate regularly in such Sessions", and stated that 

compliance may be difficult for economic reasons. The Session agreed to amend this subparagraph to 

read as follows: "[...] facilitate the representation of his/her country at each Session by a National 

Delegation and regular participation in such Sessions”. 

   

9. Rule XIII entitled “Language” which provides that “English shall be the working language of 

the Commission” was subsequently subject to a lengthy discussion. The delegates from France and 

Spain objected to this provision. The delegate of France observed that EIFAAC, being a regional 

fishery body under the FAO Constitution, and French, being one of FAO’s official languages, France 

could not agree to the content of Rule XIII. She added that if the current wording was retained, France 

would not be in a position to vote the adoption of the revised Rules of Procedure and claimed the right 

for France to have at future EIFAAC Sessions all documents translated into French. The delegate of 

Spain stated that Spain would also vote against such adoption. Other delegates recalled that the 

primary objective of the present wording of Rule XIII was to reduce the overall costs of EIFAAC 

Sessions and noted that the revised Rules of Procedure, as presented to the Commission, were in 

principle agreed to during Twenty-sixth Session of the Commission in Zagreb in May 2010.  

 

10. However, no compromise could be found on the contents of Rule XIII. 

 

11. The Chairperson then called for a vote of the revised Rules of Procedure. The Commission 

adopted through nominal vote the Rules of Procedure set out in Appendix C to this Report. The results 
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were as follows: 25 affirmative votes, two negative votes and one abstention. Therefore, as established 

in Rule XII of the Rules of Procedure still in force, the new Rules were adopted by more than a two-

thirds majority of the membership of the Commission.  

 

III. ANY OTHER MATTERS 

 

12. The delegate from Finland invited the participants to the Twenty-seventh Session of EIFAAC, 

to be held in Hämeenlinna, Finland, from 13 to 15 June 2012, with a Symposium preceding the 

Session on 11 and 12 June 2012. 

 

IV. CLOSING OF THE SESSION 

 

13. The Chair thanked the participants, interpreters and the EIFAAC Secretariat, and closed the 

Special Session at 11.25 hours. 
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APPENDIX B 

List of participants 

ALBANIA 

 

Vera CARA (Ms) 

Alternate Permanent Representative (FAO) 

Ambasciata della Repubblica di Albania 

Via Asmara 5  

00199 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 86224129 

Fax: +39 06 86224120 

E-mail: vera.cara@mfa.gov.al 

 

 

BELGIUM 

 

Xavier ROLLIN 

Attaché, Chef de service 

Service Public de Wallonie 

Service de la pêche 

Département nature et forêts (DGARNE) 

Avenue Prince de Liège, 15 

B-5100 Jambes (Namur) 

Tel.: +32 (0) 478 944 401 

Fax: +32 (0) 81 33 58 44 

E-mail: Xavier.rollin@spw.wallonie.be 

 

 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

 

Vesna NJEĞIC (Ms) 

Minister Counsellor 

Alternate Representative of Bosnia and  

Herzegovina to FAO 

Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Ple Clodio 12/III 

00100 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 39030547 

E-mail: vesna.njegic@mvp.gov.ba 

             vesna.njegic@gmail.com 

 

 

CROATIA 

 

Tomislav TREER 

Faculty of Agriculture 

Department of Fisheries, Beekeeping and  

Special Zoology, University of Zagreb 

Svetošimunska 25 

HR-10000 Zagreb 

Tel.: +385 1 2393875 

Fax: +385 1 2393874 

E-mail: treer@agr.hr 

CYPRUS 

 

Christina PITTA (Ms) 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

00100 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 6865758 

E-mail: faoprcyp@tin.it 

 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

Jiří MUCHKA 

Permanent Representative (FAO, WFP, IFAD) 

Embassy of the Czech Republic  

Via dei Gracchi, 322 

00192 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 360 957 59 

Fax: +39 06 32 444 66 

E-mail: Jiri_Muchka@mzv.cz 

 

 

DENMARK 

 

Egill BOCCANERA 

Agricultural Attaché 

Royal Danish Embassy 

Via dei Monti Parioli, 50 

00197 Rome Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 9774831 

Fax: +39 06 97748399 

E-mail: romamb@um.dk 

 

 

ESTONIA 

 

Herki TUUS 

Senior officer 

Fisheries Resources Department 

Ministry of Environment 

Narva mnt 7a,  

15172 Tallinn 

Tel.: +372 626 0713 

Fax: +372 626 0710 

GSM: +372 511 5698 

E-mail: herki.tuus@envir.ee 
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EUROPEAN UNION 

 

Alessandro VILLA 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

First Counsellor 

EU Delegation 

Via IV Novembre, 149 

00187 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 6797823 

Fax: +39 06 6797830 

E-mail: delegation-rome@eeas.europa.eu 

 

Stefano GOLINELLI 

Intern 

EU Delegation 

Via IV Novembre, 149 

00187 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 6797823 

Fax: +39 06 6797830 

E-mail: delegation-rome@eeas.europa.eu 

 

 

FINLAND 

 

Tapio HAKASTE 

Ministerial Adviser 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

Department of Fisheries and Game 

Tel.: +358 400 774 556 

E-mail: tapio.hakaste@mmm.fi 

 

 

FRANCE 

 

Christine TON NU (Ms) 

Conseiller scientifique  

Représentation permanente de la France 

  auprès de l’Organisation des Nations-Unies 

pour l’alimentation et l’agriculture  

Cso del Rinascimento, 52 

00186 Rome, Italie 

Tel.: +39 06 68405240 

E-mail: cad.rome-dfra@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

 

Marie-Caroline DODÉ (Ms) 

Chargée de mission 

Représentation Permanente de la France 

  auprès de l’Organisation des Nations-Unies 

pour l’alimentation et l’agriculture  

Cso del Rinascimento, 52 

00186 Rome, Italie 

Tel.: +39 06 68405240 

E-mail: cad.rome-dfra@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

 

 

 

 

 

GERMANY 

 

Reinhold HANEL 

Johann Heinrich von Thünen-Institut 

Institut für Fischereiökologie  

Palmaille 9 

D - 22767 Hamburg 

Tel.: +49 40 38905290 

Fax: +40 40 38905261 

E-mail: reinhold.hanel@vti.bund.de 

 

 

GREECE 

 

Nike KOUTRAKOU (Ms) 

Deputy Permanent Representative 

  of Greece to FAO 

Viale Rossini, 4 

00198 Rome, Italy 

Tel. : +39 06 85375522 

E-mail: n.koutrakou@mfa.gr 

 

 

HUNGARY 

 

Balázs HAMAR 

Permanent Representative of Hungary 

  to FAO 

Via Luigi Lilio, 59. c/10 

00142 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 5190116 

Fax.: +39 06 97256859 

E-mail: hufaorep@gmail.com 

 

 

ICELAND 

 

Ingimar JÓHANNSSON 

Director 

Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture 

Skulagata, 4 

Reykjavik 

Tel.: +354 5458300 

Fax: +354 569-7991 

E-mail: ingimar.johannsson@sls.stjr.is 
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IRELAND 

 

Cathal GALLAGHER 

Head of Research and Development  

Iascach Intíre Éireann  

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Swords Business Campus, Swords, County 

Dublin 

Tel.: +353 (0)1 8842681 

Mob:+353 (0) 87 9500126 

Fax: +353 (0)1 8360060 

E-mail: cathal.gallagher@fisheriesireland.ie 

 

 

ISRAEL 

 

Giovanna Elisabetta LA ROCCA (Ms) 

Permanent Representation of Israel to the UN 

Via Michele Mercati, 14 

00197 Rome, Italy 

E-mail: economyassist@roma.mfa.gov.il 

 

 

ITALY 

 

Eleonora CICCOTTI (Ms) 

Dipartimento di Biologia 

Universita’di Roma “Tor Vergata” 

Via della Ricerca Scientifica snc 

00133 Roma 

Tel.: +39 06 72595969 

Fax: +39 06 7334892 

E-mail: ciccotti@uniroma2.it 

 

Luca BEDIN 

Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e  

  forestali  

Dipartimento delle politiche europee e  

internazionali  

Direzione Generale della pesca marittima e  

dell'acquacoltura 

Ufficio PEMAC VI      

Viale dell'Arte, 16  

00144 Roma 

Tel.: +39 06 59084299 

Fax : +39 06 59084176 

E-mail: l.bedin@politicheagricole.gov.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATVIA 

 

Girts JAUNZEMS  

First Secretary  

Latvian Embassy  

Viale Liegi 42 

00198 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 8841227 

Fax: +39 06 884239 

E-mail: Embassy.Italy@mfa.gov.lv 

 

 

LITHUANIA 

 

Petras ZAPOLKSAS 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of the Republic of 

Lithuania to FAO 

Viale di Villa Grazioli, 9 

Tel.: +39 06 8559052 

Fax: +39 06 8559053 

E-mail: petras.zapolksas@urm.lt 

 

 

LUXEMBOURG  

 

Michel GRETHEN 

Représentant Permanent Adjoint du 

Luxembourg auprès des organisations 

internationales à Rome 

Ambassade du Luxembourg 

Via Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, 90 

00185 Rome, Italie 

Tel.: +39 06 77201177-8 

Fax: +39 06 77201055 

E-mail: michel.grethen@mae.etat.lu 

 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 

 

Eva van WOERSEM (Ms) 

Alternate Permanent Representative of 

  the Netherlands to the FAO, IFAD, WFP 

via delle Terme Deciane, 6 

Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 5740306 

E-mail: eva-van.woersem@minbuza.nl 

 

 

NORWAY 

 

Tonje LIEBICH LIE (Ms) 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN  

organizations in Rome  

Royal Norwegian Embassy 

Rome, Italy 

E-mail: tonje.lie@mfa.no 

 

mailto:firstname.lastname@fisheiresireland.ie
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POLAND  

 

Igor WAWRZYNIAK 

Chief Specialist 

Inland Fisheries Unit 

Fisheries Department 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  

Development  

ul. Wspólna 30 

00-930 Warsaw 

Tel.: +48 22 623 1092 

Fax: +48 22 6232204 

E-mail: igor.wawrzyniak@minrol.gov.pl 

 

 

ROMANIA 

 

Constantin STROIE  

NAFA Counselor 

Live Aquatic Resources 

Bucharest 

Tel.: +4 0216344429 

Fax: +4 0213326132 

E-mail: constantin.stroie@anpa.ro 

 

 

SLOVAKIA 

 

Denisa MEDVEDOVA (Ms)  

Counsellor 

Permanent Representative to FAO and WFP  

Embassy of the Slovak Republic 

Via dei Colli della Farnesina 144 

00135 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 36715 206 

Fax: +39 06 36715 265 

E-mail: denisa.medvedova@mzv.sk 

 

 

SPAIN 

 

Santiago MENÉNDEZ DE LUARCA 

Representante Permanente Adjunto 

Representación Permanente de España ante la 

FAO y el PMA 

Largo dei Lombardi, 21 

00186 Roma, Italia 

Tel.: +39 06 681 92 017 - 06 687 87 62 

Fax: +39 06 687 30 76 

E-mail: repfao@tiscali.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jorge FERNÁNDEZ MARTÍNEZ  

Asistente Técnico 

Representación Permanente de España ante la  

FAO y el PMA 

Largo dei Lombardi, 21 

00186 Roma, Italia 

Tel.: +39 06 681 92 017 - 06 687 87 62 

Fax: +39 06 687 30 76 

E-mail: repfao@tiscali.it 

 

Sandra BERMEJO PAOLMARES (Ms) 

Internship 

Representación Permanente de España ante la 

FAO y el PMA 

Largo dei Lombardi, 21 

00186 Roma, Italia 

Tel.: +39 06 681 92 017 - 06 687 87 62 

Fax: +39 06 687 30 76 

E-mail: repfao@tiscali.it 

 

 

SWITZERLAND 

 

Christina BLANK (Ms) 

Conseillère 

Adjointe du Représentant Permanente 

Représentation permanente de la Suisse auprès 

  de l’Organisation des Nations-Unies pour 

l’alimentation et l’agriculture, du FIDA et du  

PAM 

Via Aventina 32 

00153 Rome, Italie 

Tel.: +39 06 89 58 15 24  

         +39 06 89 58 15 1  

Fax: +39 06 89 58 15 99  

E-mail: christina.blank@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

TURKEY 

 

Binnur CEYLAN (Ms) 

Aquaculture Department 

GD of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Gida Tarim ve Hayvancilik Bakanligi 

Eskiseir Yolu 9.km 

Ankara  

Tel.: +90 3282873360-3036 

E-mail: binceylan@yahoo.com 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Jinal SHAH 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Permanent Representation of the   

  United Kingdom to FAO 

Via XX Settembre 80 

00187 Rome, Italy 

Tel.: +39 06 4220 4900 

Fax: +39 06 4220 4909 

E-mail: j-shah@dfid.gov.uk 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON 

 

Tomás BRENNER 

Head of Division 

Fisheries Sector 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry 

  and Consumer Protection 

Kaiser-Friedrich Strasse, 1 

55116 Mainz 

Tel.: +49 6131 165441 

Fax: +49 6131 16175441 

E-mail: Tomas.Brenner@mufv.rlp.de 

 

 

FAO 

 

Annick VAN HOUTTE (Ms) 

Senior Legal Officer 

General Legal Affairs Service (LEGA)  

Tel.: +39 06 5705 4287 

Fax: +39 06 5705 4408 

E-mail: annick.vanhoutte@fao.org 

 

Marta PARDO LEAL (Ms) 

Legal Officer 

General Legal Affairs Service (LEGA)  

Tel.: +39 06 5705 3022 

Fax: +39 06 5705 4408 

E-mail: marta.pardo@fao.org 

 

Thomas MOTH POULSEN 

Fishery Officer 

Benczur utca 34,  

H-1068 Budapest, Hungary   

Tel: +36 1 4612000 

Fax: +36 1 3517029   

E-mail: thomas.mothpoulsen@fao.org 

 

Raschad AL KHAFAJI 

Liaison and Meeting Officer 

Policy Economics and Institutions Service 

(FIPI) 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

Tel.: +39 06 5705 5105 

Fax: +39 06 5705 6500 

E-mail: raschad.alkhafaji@fao.org 

 

Judith SWAN (Ms) 

Consultant 

Marine and Inland Fisheries Service (FIRF) 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

Tel.: +39 06 5705 2754 

Fax: +39 06 5705 6500 

E-mail: judith.swan@fao.org 

 

 

SECRETARIAT 

 

Gerd MARMULLA 

EIFAAC Secretary 

Marine and Inland Fisheries Service (FIRF) 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

Tel.: +39 06 5705 2944 

Fax: +39 06 5705 5188 

E-mail: gerd.marmulla@fao.org 

 

Cristiana FUSCONI (Ms) 

Clerk 

Marine and Inland Fisheries Service (FIRF) 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 

Tel.: +39 06 5705 3534 

Fax: +39 06 5705 5188 

E-mail: cristiana.fusconi@fao.org 
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APPENDIX C 

Rules of Procedure as adopted by the First Special Session 

Rule I  

Membership 

 

1. Membership in the European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission is open 

to European Member Nations of the Food and Agriculture Organization in accordance with the 

provisions of Article VI, paragraph 1 of the Constitution of the Organization. Membership shall 

comprise such eligible Nations as have notified in writing the Director-General of their interest in 

becoming a member of the Commission. 

  

2. Each Member Nation of the Commission shall, before the opening of each session, 

communicate to the Director-General the name of its representative who should, as far as possible, 

have responsibilities related to inland fisheries. 

 

Rule II  

Officers and Operational Focal Points 

 

1. The Commission shall elect, at the end of each session, a Chairperson, a first Vice-

Chairperson and a second Vice-Chairperson from among the representatives to the Commission who 

shall remain in office until the election of the new Chairperson and new Vice-Chairpersons at the next 

session. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons shall be eligible for re-election for a term of two 

years, but not exceeding a total of four consecutive terms. 

 

2. The Chairperson, or in his/her absence a Vice-Chairperson, shall preside at meetings of the 

Commission and exercise such other functions as may be required to facilitate the work of the 

Commission. The Vice-Chairperson acting as Chairperson shall have the same powers and duties as 

the Chairperson. 

 

3. In the event that both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons are unable to serve, the 

Director-General or his or her representative shall act as Chairperson, until an ad hoc Chairperson is 

elected. 

 

4. The Director-General shall appoint from among the staff of the Organization a Secretary of 

the Commission who shall be responsible to him or her. 

 

5. The Commission may appoint one or more rapporteurs. 

 

6. Each Member shall appoint an Operational Focal Point for purposes of communication of 

relevant matters relating to the Commission, who shall have the following functions and duties: 

 

a) facilitate the representation of his/her country at each Session by a National Delegation 

and regular participation in such Sessions; 

b) develop and maintain a national network of fisheries and aquaculture institutions, 

scientists and practitioners to facilitate communication and the flow of information to and 

from EIFAAC and in this regard make full use of electronic means, including developing 

a national website as appropriate that provides information links and resources on 

EIFAAC and on inland fisheries and aquaculture matters of interest to their country and 

may be used for information exchange; 

c) promote national and international collaboration among fisheries and aquaculture 

scientists, managers and administrators by providing the necessary contacts, either directly 

or with the help of the EIFAAC Secretariat; 
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d) make use of the advice and information provided by EIFAAC, including reports and 

publications and inform national partners regularly of new EIFAAC inland fisheries and 

aquaculture publications; 

e) periodically brief the relevant government bodies or agencies on the work and 

achievements of EIFAAC; 

f) notify EIFAAC of existing or emerging problems and issues in inland fisheries and 

aquaculture and inform EIFAAC of relevant new publications and projects from their 

country; 

g) encourage participation by experts from Members in EIFAAC projects and activities; and 

h) brief the incoming Operational Focal Point on the ongoing activities of EIFAAC and on 

the duties of a Operational Focal Point. 

 

Rule III  

Management Committee 

 

1. There shall be a Management Committee consisting of the Chairperson, the Vice-

Chairpersons, the Chairperson of the Technical and Scientific Committee and three members elected 

by the Commission for a term of two years.  The members shall be eligible for re-election for a term of 

two years, but not exceeding a total of four terms.  The Secretary shall be an ex-officio member 

without vote. The Chairperson of the Management Committee shall be the Chairperson of the 

Commission.  

 

2. The functions of the Management Committee shall be to implement the decisions of the 

Commission between its Sessions, carry out such other tasks entrusted to it by the Commission and to: 

a) propose a strategy and work plan with the assistance of the Secretariat for review and 

consideration by the Commission, and monitor its implementation; 

b) review and decide upon recommendations and advice of the Technical and Scientific 

Committee; 

c) prepare estimates of expenses for the next succeeding two years for presentation to the 

Commission for submission to the Organization, in accordance with the Statutes of the 

Commission; 

d) ensure that policies and decisions of the Commission are operationalized; and 

e) coordinate and monitor the work of the Technical and Scientific Committee and other 

subsidiary bodies of the Commission;  

 

3. The Management Committee shall meet at least once a year, and the quorum for each meeting 

shall be four persons. In the unavoidable absence of up to four members of the Management 

Committee from a Committee session, the Chairperson shall have the power to co-opt such alternate as 

may be proposed by the government or institution of the relevant member or such other person that 

may be involved in relevant intersessional work, programmes or projects of EIFAAC. 

 

4. When the Management Committee deals with special issues, the Chairperson of the 

Management Committee may, in consultation with the Vice-Chairpersons, invite not more than two 

additional members of the Commission to attend in an advisory capacity the meetings of the 

Management Committee at which such issues are considered. 

 

5. The Management Committee shall periodically inform all Members of the Commission, 

through the Secretariat, of any action taken.  

 

6. The Management Committee shall report to the Commission on its activities at each session of 

the Commission. 
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Rule IV  

Sessions 

 

1. The Commission shall hold regular sessions at least once every two years. 

 

2. Extraordinary sessions of the Commission shall be held at such other times as the Commission 

may decide, or at the request of the Management Committee, provided that adequate funds are 

available for such extraordinary sessions in the Programme of Work and Budget of the Organization, 

or from extra-budgetary funds.  

 

3. The sessions of the Commission shall be convened by the Director-General, who shall decide 

on the place where they are to be held, in consultation with the Chairperson and the competent 

authorities of the host country, taking into account the views expressed by the Commission. 

 

4. Notice of the date and place of each session of the Commission shall be communicated at least 

two months before the session to all the Members of the Commission, to such Member Nations and 

Associate Members of the Organization that are not Members of the Commission and to such non-

Member Nations of the Organization and international organizations as may have been invited to 

attend the session. 

 

5. Each Member of the Commission shall have one representative who may be accompanied by 

an alternate and advisers. An alternate or adviser shall not have the right to vote except when 

substituting for the representative. 

 

6. Meetings of the Commission shall be held in public unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

 

7. A majority of the Members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. 

 

8. In exceptional circumstances, when unforeseen urgent matters require intersessional action, 

the Commission may apply an electronic decision-making process with respect to scientific advice and 

procedural and administrative matters other than matters relating to the interpretation of and the 

adoption of amendments to the statutes of EIFAAC and its rules and regulations. 

 

Rule V  

Agenda 

 

1. The Director-General shall, in consultation with the Chairperson, prepare a provisional agenda 

for each session of the Commission. 

 

2. The first item on the provisional agenda shall be the adoption of the agenda. No matter 

referred to the Commission by the Conference or Council of the Organization may be omitted from the 

agenda. 

 

3. Any Member of the Commission may request the Director-General to include specific items in 

the provisional agenda. 

 

4. The provisional agenda shall be circulated by the Director-General at least two months before 

the date on which the opening of the session is scheduled to take place, to all Members of the 

Commission, to such Member Nations and Associate Members of the Organization that are not 

Members of the Commission and to such non-Member Nations of the Organization and international 

organizations as may have been invited to attend the session. 

 

5. Any Member of the Commission and the Director-General may, after the dispatch of the 

provisional agenda, but not later than one month before the date on which the opening of the session is 

scheduled to take place, propose the inclusion of specific items in the agenda. Such proposals shall be 
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accompanied by a written explanation of the reasons why the inclusion of the items in the agenda is 

considered desirable. These items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be dispatched 

by the Director-General to all Members of the Commission, other Member Nations and Associate 

Members of the Organization attending the session and to such non-Member Nations and international 

organizations invited to the session, failing which the items shall be communicated to the Chairperson 

for submission to the Commission. 

 

6. Documents to be submitted to the Commission at any session shall be furnished by the 

Director-General to the Members of the Commission, the other Members of the Organization 

attending the session and to the non-Member Nations and international organizations invited to the 

session, at the time the agenda is dispatched, or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

7. Subject to paragraph 2 of this Rule, the Commission may, at any session, decide by a two-

thirds majority to amend the agenda by the deletion, addition or modification of any item. 

 

Rule VI  

Voting and procedures 

 

1. Subject to paragraph 2 of this Rule, each Member of the Commission shall have one vote. 

 

2. Voting by Member Organizations of the Organization that are Members of the Commission 

shall be governed by the provisions of Article II.10 of the Constitution of the Organization. 

 

3. Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast, unless otherwise 

provided in these Rules. 

 

4. Upon the request of any Member of the Commission, voting shall be by roll-call, in which 

case the vote of each Member shall be recorded. 

 

5. When the Commission so decides, voting shall be by secret ballot. 

 

6. Voting in the Commission shall be carried out mutatis mutandis in accordance with the 

pertinent provisions of Rule XII of the General Rules of the Organization. 

 

Rule VII  

Observers 

 

1. Any Member or Associate Member of the Organization that is not a Member of the 

Commission may, upon request communicated to the Director-General, attend sessions of the 

Commission, its subsidiary bodies or ad hoc meetings, in an observer capacity. Such Members of the 

Organization or Associate Members may submit memoranda and participate without vote in the 

discussions. 

 

2. States which, while not Members of the Organization, are Members of the United Nations, 

any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency may, upon their request 

and with the approval of the Commission, attend sessions of the Commission, its subsidiary bodies, 

and ad hoc meetings in an observer capacity. The status of States invited to such sessions or meetings 

shall be governed by the relevant provisions adopted by the Conference of the Organization. 

 

3. Intergovernmental organizations having an interest in the work of the Commission shall be 

invited to attend sessions of the Commission, its subsidiary bodies and ad hoc meetings, in an observer 

capacity. 
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4. International non-governmental organizations having special competence in the field of 

activity of the Commission shall, upon request communicated to the Director-General, be invited to 

attend sessions of the Commission, its subsidiary bodies or ad hoc meetings, in an observer capacity.   

 

5. Participation of international organizations in the work of the Commission and the relations 

between the Commission and such organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions of the 

Constitution and the General Rules of the Organization as well as by the rules on relations with 

international organizations adopted by the Conference and Council of the Organization. All such 

relations shall be dealt with by the Director-General. 

 

Rule VIII  

Records and reports 

 

1.  At each session, the Commission shall approve a report embodying its views, 

recommendations and decisions, including when requested a statement of minority views. Such other 

records for its own use as the Commission may on occasion decide, shall also be maintained. 

 

2. The conclusions and recommendations of the Commission shall be transmitted to the Director-

General at the close of each session, who shall circulate them to Members of the Commission and to 

nations and international organizations that were represented at the session and, upon request, to other 

Member Nations of the Organization for their information. 

 

3.  Recommendations having policy, programme or financial implications for the Organization 

shall be brought by the Director-General to the attention of the Conference through the Council. 

 

4.  The Director-General may request Members of the Commission to supply information in order 

to keep the Commission informed on action taken on the basis of its recommendations. 

 

Rule IX 

Technical and Scientific Committee 

 

1. There shall be a Technical and Scientific Committee consisting of seven experts in European 

inland fisheries and aquaculture, elected by the Commission for a term of two years, but not exceeding 

a total of four consecutive terms.  

 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, meetings of the Technical and Scientific 

Committee shall be open to all Members of the Commission, and each Member may designate a 

representative who has to be expert in European inland fisheries and aquaculture.  Decisions at the 

meetings of the Technical and Scientific Committee shall be taken by all Members present and, as 

applicable, voting.   

 

3. The Secretary shall be an ex-officio member without vote. The Chairperson shall be elected by 

the Commission from among the seven experts elected pursuant to subregulation (1) for a renewable 

term of two years, but not exceeding a total of four consecutive terms. 

4. The functions of the Technical and Scientific Committee shall be to: 

 

a) make, review, evaluate and as appropriate recommend to the Management Committee 

proposals for programmes or projects to be carried out by the Commission in accordance 

with these Rules; 

b) develop Terms of Reference for programmes/projects and monitor project implementation 

against the Terms of Reference; 

c) provide technical oversight, monitoring and evaluation of projects and related programme 

of work activities; 
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d) formulate and draft technical and scientific advice for consideration by the Management 

Committee; and 

e) function as an editorial and publications committee. 

 

5. Proposals for programmes or projects to be implemented wholly or partly by the Commission 

may be developed by the Technical and Scientific Committee, a Member, a donor, a partner 

organization or an independent partner institution.  

 

6. Each project proposal shall specify the following: 

 

a) purpose of the proposal; 

b) expected outcome; 

c) benefits of outcome; 

d) funding source(s) and budget; 

e) Terms of Reference of the proposal; 

f) time frame and benchmarks; 

g) methodology; 

h) project manager and Terms of Reference as appropriate, including authority to select 

experts and others involved in project implementation;  

i) administrative arrangements; 

j) partners; and 

k) such other requirements that may be recommended by the Technical and Scientific 

Committee and agreed by the Commission. 

 

7. The Secretariat shall review each proposal to ensure it fulfils the requirements in these Rules 

or as may be otherwise agreed by the Technical and Scientific Committee in accordance with these 

Rules, and where such requirements: 

 

a) are not fulfilled shall return the proposal with an explanation and request the originator to 

re-submit as appropriate; or 

b) are fulfilled shall forward the proposal for the consideration of the Technical and 

Scientific Committee. 

 

8. The Technical and Scientific Committee shall review and evaluate each project proposal, 

taking into account the following criteria: 

a) the project proposal is consistent with the objectives and functions of the Commission 

and with the terms of its Agreement; 

b) the project outcomes shall have relevance to one or more Members of the Commission;  

c) to the extent possible, the project proposal is forward-looking, proactive and results-

oriented; and 

d) the total financial and other support for the project is identified and shall not require any 

contributions or additional resources from EIFAAC. 

 

9. The Technical and Scientific Committee may recommend a project to the Management 

Committee or, where a project proposal does not meet the criteria and other requirements of these 

Rules, reject the project proposal or request further information or modifications. 

 

10. The Technical and Scientific Committee shall review each EIFAAC Working Party in 

existence at the time these Rules are adopted, and recommend to the Management Committee the 

continuation as projects under the Agreement of those that are active and meet the requirements of 

these Rules.  

 

11. Where it has been agreed to recommend a project proposal or continuation of an EIFAAC 

Working Party as a project under this Agreement pursuant to Rule 8 or 9 above, the Technical and 
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Scientific Committee shall identify the terms of reference of the project for recommendation to the 

Management Committee, including the following:  

 

a) objective and expected outcome; 

b) programme/project management; 

c) budget; 

d) administrative requirements; 

e) reporting to the Committee at regular intervals, including on the implementation of 

benchmarks and on completion of the programme/project; and 

f) follow-up as appropriate. 

 

12. The Technical and Scientific Committee shall require each project manager to report through 

the Secretariat on the implementation of the approved Terms of Reference no less than twice a year, 

and shall monitor the implementation of approved programmes/projects no less frequently based on 

such reports.  

 

13. The Technical and Scientific Committee may, where it considers that the Terms of Reference 

and other conditions of the programme/project are not being fulfilled, recommend to the Management 

Committee the imposition of conditions for reform on the programme/project, or suspension or 

termination.   

  

14. The Technical and Scientific Committee shall meet at least once each year between regular 

sessions, but shall hold meetings more frequently where the Chairperson of the Committee in 

consultation with the Secretary deem it necessary to effectively carry out the mandate and functions of 

the Committee.  

 

Rule X  

Subsidiary bodies 

 

1. The Commission may, on an ad hoc basis, establish such other subsidiary bodies as it deems 

necessary for the accomplishment of its objectives. 

 

2. Membership in such other subsidiary bodies may be made up of all or selected Members of 

the Commission or of individuals appointed in their personal capacity. 

 

3. The Commission may recommend to the Director-General the convening of ad hoc meetings, 

either of representatives of Members of the Commission or of experts serving in an individual 

capacity, in order to study problems that because of their specialized nature could not fruitfully be 

discussed during the normal Sessions of the Commission. 

 

4. Experts who are to serve in their personal capacity as Members of any subsidiary body or who 

are to be invited to attend ad hoc meetings shall be chosen by the Commission unless the Commission 

decides otherwise, and shall be appointed by the Director-General in accordance with established 

procedures. 

 

5. The Terms of Reference of the subsidiary bodies and the questions to be discussed by ad hoc 

meetings shall be determined by the Commission. 

 

6. The establishment of subsidiary bodies and the convening of ad hoc meetings shall be subject 

to the availability of the necessary funds in the relevant chapter of the approved budget of the 

Organization, or to the availability of extra-budgetary funds. The determination of such availability 

shall be made by the Director-General. 
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7. Before taking any decision involving expenditures in connection with the establishment of 

subsidiary bodies or the convening of an ad hoc meeting, the Commission shall have before it a report 

from the Director-General on the administrative and financial implications thereof. 

 

8. Each subsidiary body and ad hoc meeting shall elect its own officers. 

 

9. The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall apply mutatis mutandis to its subsidiary 

bodies and ad hoc meetings. 

 

Rule XI 

Trust Fund 

 

All voluntary contributions, donations and other forms of assistance, in particular those referred to in 

Article 6 (i) of the Statutes, shall be placed in a Trust Fund administered by the Director-General in 

conformity with the Financial Regulations of FAO. 

 

Rule XII 

Expenses 

 

1.  Expenses incurred by representatives of Members of the Commission, their alternates and 

advisers, when attending Sessions of the Commission, Management Committee, Technical and 

Scientific Committee, subsidiary bodies or ad hoc meetings as well as the expenses incurred by 

observers at sessions, shall be borne by the respective governments or organizations. 

 

2.  Expenses of experts invited by the Director-General to attend sessions or meetings in their 

individual capacity shall be borne by the Organization. 

 

3.  Any financial operations relating to the Commission and its subsidiary bodies shall be 

governed by the appropriate provisions of the Financial Regulations of the Organization. 

 

Rule XIII  

Language 

 

English shall be the working language of the Commission. 

 

Rule XIV  

Amendment and suspension of Rules 

 

1.  Amendment of, or additions to these Rules may be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the 

membership of the Commission provided that 24 hours' notice of the proposal for the amendment or 

addition has been given. Amendments or additions to these Rules shall come into force upon approval 

by the Director-General, subject to confirmation by the Council of the Organization, as appropriate. 

 

2.  Any of the above Rules of the Commission, other than Rules I-1; II-4; IV-1, 2, 3, 5 and 7;  

V-2; VI- 1, 2 and 3; VII, VIII-3 and 4; IX-5 and 6; X; and XII-1, may be suspended by the 

Commission by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, provided that 24 hours' notice of the proposal 

for the suspension has been given. Such notice may be waived if no Member of the Commission 

objects. 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Special Session of the European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory 

Commission (EIFAAC) was held in Rome, Italy, on 27 October 2011. This Session was held 

with the sole purpose of adopting the new Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The 

 two-thirds quorum, that was needed to adopt the new Rules of Procedure, was reached and 

the new Rules of Procedure were eventually adopted by voting with 25 affirmative votes,  

two negative votes and one abstention. The new Rules of Procedure of the Commission will 

be submitted to the Director-General of FAO for approval 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


