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SAHEL WEATHER AND
CROP SITUATION REPORT

Report No.2,     11 July 2000

THE RAINY SEASON IS NOW WELL ESTABLISHED

IN THE SAHEL

SUMMARY

Rains started in late April or May in southern Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea Bissau and Mali, in the
extreme south-west of Niger and the extreme south-east of Senegal. They progressed northwards in June in
the rest of Senegal, The Gambia and southern Mauritania. First rains have also been registered in late June
in Cape Verde. Satellite imagery for the first dekad of July shows that cloud coverage moved northwards,
notably over western Senegal and Mauritania, central and eastern Niger and Chad. Therefore, above normal
rains have been registered during this dekad in Senegal, Mauritania and western Mali. By contrast,
precipitation remained more limited in central Mali and most parts of Burkina Faso.

Plantings are progressing following the onset of the rains. Crops are emerging satisfactorily in southern
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Niger and Senegal. Improved rains are needed in Burkina Faso to avoid water
stress on recently planted coarse grains. Seed availibility is generally adequate following above average to
record harvests in most Sahelian countries in 1999.

Pastures are starting to regenerate. The pest situation is mostly calm. Grasshopper attacks are reported in
Chad and Niger. A few Desert Locusts were reported in mid-June in northern Mauritania. Some scattered
solitary adults were also seen in central Aïr, Niger.
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REGIONAL MEETING ON THE GROWING SEASON IN THE SAHEL

From 26 to 29 June in the Agrhymet Centre of Niamey, the CILSS (Comité inter-Etats de Lutte contre
la Sécheresse au Sahel) organised a regional meeting on the current crop and food supply situation in the
Sahel. The participants reviewed the prevailing situation at the start of the rainy season in each country. They
analysed the seasonal weather forecast made by the ACMAD (African Centre of Meteorological
Applications for Development) and the Agrhymet Centre for the Third Forum on Seasonal Climate
Prediction (PRESAO) (see Sahel report no1). Final 1999 production figures were given for Mauritania and
balance sheets were reviewed accordingly. Information was given on the current food supply situation and
the on-going food assistance in each country. Markets are generally well supplied and prices much lower
than previous years following above average to record harvests in most countries in late 1999.

Following technical or financial difficulties encountered in 1999 in several countries, the status of the
preparation of national production surveys was reviewed in each country. The Agrhymet Centre has provided
funds for national services. It has scheduled technical missions in July in Chad, Guinea Bissau, Mauritania
and Senegal to discuss with national authorities the implementation of this year’s survey.

Some presentations on methodological aspects were done, notably by the World Food Program on its
Vulnerability Assessment and Mapping programme. Under the framework of this programme, an inventory
of existing national statistical sources on food security in the Sahel and the setting-up of the “Sahelian Food
Aid Monitoring System” (SAFAMS), a new data base on final destination of food aid at sub-national level
have started. The AP3A project of the Agrhymet Centre also presented a contribution for a methodology on
how to integrate breeding in the assessment of structurally vulnerable zones in several sahelian countries.
The final report and the “avis” prepared at the end of the meeting are available with the CILSS Secretariate.

SITUATION BY COUNTRY

BURKINA FASO: Plantings benefitted from above normal rains but crops may suffer
water stress following limited precipitation in early July. Following generally above normal
rains during the first and the third dekad of May, precipitation decreased significantly during the
first dekad of June but became widespread and abundant in mid June. Rains again decreased in

late June except in the east and remained generally below normal in early July. Cumulative rainfall as of late
June was generally above last year’s level and above average. Therefore, conditions were favourable for the
planting of millet and sorghum in the north and for their emergence in the rest of the country but more rains
are needed to avoid water stress following reduced precipitation of late June/early July, notably in Kossi,
Mouhoun and Sourou provinces in the north-west and in Gnagna, Namentenga and Ganzourgou provinces in
the east.

Pastures are starting to regenerate countrywide and water reserves are being replenished. No pest activity is
reported.

CAPE VERDE: Land preparation is underway. Scattered limited rains have been registered
in late June in the highlands of Santiago island but planting of maize normally starts in July with
the onset of regular rains.

Following a record harvest in 1999, the availability of seeds is adequate. However, maize seeds have been
requested in Praia area on Santiago island and in São Nicolau island. Treatments against Nezara viridula
have been undertaken in Santa Cruz area on Santiago island.
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CHAD: The growing season is now well established in the agricultural zones. Following first
rains in late March and mid-April in the extreme south, the rainy season actually started in mid-
May in the south, in the Sudanian zone. Precipitation progressed northwards in the Sahelian zone
in June, notably during the second dekad. They reduced somewhat during the third dekad but
improved significantly during the first dekad of July. Planting of coarse grains is now underway in

the Sahelian zone. Recently planted millet and sorghum are generally growing satisfactorily in the Sudanian
zone.

Pastures are regenerating. Grasshopper attacks have been reported in Mayo-Kebbi but there is no significant
damage to crops. Grain-eating birds and rodents caused some damage to maize sowings in irrigated areas of
Bol in Lac region. No Desert Locusts activity is reported.

THE GAMBIA: Widespread rains permitted the start of plantings. First rains were
registered in the east in early June. They progressed to the west and covered almost the entire

country during the second dekad of June. Precipitation became abundant during the last dekad.  Planting of
coarse grains is now well underway.

GUINEA-BISSAU: Abundant rains benefited plantings. Following first rains in mid-April
in the east and the south, the weather remained mostly dry up to mid May. In late May/early
June, rains covered the entire country, improved significantly during the second and third dekad

of June and became particularly abundant during the first dekad of July. These good rains benefited land
preparation and planting of coarse grains in the east and the north. Planting of rice in seedbeds is also
underway. Transplanting will start in July/August after desalination of swamp rice fields following abundant
rains.

Input distribution has been undertaken in some areas to limit seed availability problems following the
reduced 1999 harvest. No pest activity is reported.

MALI: The growing season is starting under favourable conditions. Following generally
widespread and regular rains in June, notably during the second dekad, millet and sorghum are
emerging satisfactorily in the south while plantings are progressing well in the centre and the
north. Cumulative rainfall as of late June is normal to above normal in most meteorological

stations. However, precipitation decreased somewhat in early July in the centre. Planting of rice in seedbeds
is underway in the irrigated areas along the Niger river.

Pastures are improving, notably in the south. Seed availability is good following two successive record crops
in 1998 and 1999. Low numbers of Desert Locusts are likely to be present and persist in a few wadis in the
Adrar des Iforas where small scale laying could commence if rainfall occurs.

MAURITANIA: First rains in June permitted plantings to start in the south. The first rains
were registered on 9 and 10 June in the two Hodhs and Guidimakha. Precipitation remained
limited during the second dekad of June but improved significantly during the third dekad, notably
on 25 and 28 June, thus marking the real start of the rainy season. Precipitation improved again in

early July, notably in Assaba, Gorgol and Guidimakha. Plantings are well underway in Guidimakha, south
Gorgol, Assaba and the two Hodhs. They are about to start in the other agricultural areas.

In mid-June, some groups of Desert Locust adults were reported east of Nouadhibou in the Dakhlet, near
Bou Lanouar and the Moroccan border. No other locust activity was reported during the month. Low
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numbers of adults are likely to appear in the summer breeding areas of Tagant and the two Hodhs and lay
with the onset of the rains. No further activity is likely in the north due to dry conditions.

NIGER: The growing season is now well underway. Following a somewhat delayed start of
the rains, precipitation progressed northwards and eastwards in June, allowing land preparation
and plantings of millet and sorghum. Rains eached the south-east of the country in early July. It
is estimated that about two thirds of the villages had done their plantings as of late June against

only one-third in 1999. Millet and sorghum are emerging or even tillering. Plantings are starting latter in the
east, in Diffa and Zinder departments.

Infestations of grasshoppers, army worms and grain eating birds are reported in some areas, notably in
Tahoua and Agadez departments. During the first week of June, scattered Desert Locusts were seen in
central and northern Aïr. The residual populations previously and currently reported in the Aïr area could
move west towards Tamesna and lay in areas of recent rainfall.

SENEGAL: Rains progressed in the south and centre in June and reached the north-west in
early July. Following early rains in the extreme south-east in mid or late May, rains progressed
in June towards the southwest, the centre and the north. Dry conditions still prevailed in the
north-west in late June but rains arrived during the first dekad of July. Plantings of coarse grains

are underway in the centre and the north. Recently planted crops are emerging satisfactorily in the south.

Pastures are starting to regenerate in the south and the centre. No significant pest activity has been reported
but pest control teams are reactivated at national or village level. Surveys as well as preventive treatments
have been undertaken.
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TOTAL RAINFALL AND PLANTING OPPORTUNITY MAPS

The first map indicates the total rainfall amount from 1st May to 30th June. Data is extracted from
FAO field reports and the RainFall Estimate (RFE) Satellite Imagery as produced by the
NOAA/USGS/FEWS/USAID project. The RFE images are obtained by interpolating various parameters
recorded on the ground and obtained through remote sensing measurements such as: rainfall, relative
humidity, wind speed, elevation, cold cloud temperatures.

The map below shows the estimated planting time (opportunity) as defined by dekad (10-day)
satisfying the following requisites: during the first dekad, 25 mm of rainfall should be measured and a total
rainfall of at least 20 mm should be recorded during the two next dekads. Data used for this analysis are from
FAO field reports and RFE imagery.

Data source: NOAA - Prepared by: FAO, SDRN,  Agrometeorology Group
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TKLV�LV�WKH�VHFRQG�*,(:6�UHSRUW�RI�WKH������VHDVRQ�RQ�ZHDWKHU�DQG�FURS�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�6DKHOLDQ�FRXQWULHV�RI
ZHVWHUQ�$IULFD��*HRJUDSKLFDO� FRYHUDJH� RI� WKHVH� UHSRUWV� LQFOXGH� WKH�QLQH�&,/66��3HUPDQHQW� ,QWHU�6WDWH�&RPPLWWHH� IRU
'URXJKW� &RQWURO� LQ� WKH� 6DKHO�� PHPEHU� VWDWHV�� %XUNLQD� )DVR�� &DSH� 9HUGH�� &KDG�� *DPELD�� *XLQHD�%LVVDX�� 0DOL�
0DXULWDQLD��1LJHU�DQG�6HQHJDO��5HSRUWV�ZLOO�EH�LVVXHG�HDFK�PRQWK�IURP�-XQH�WR�1RYHPEHU��7KH�ILQDO�UHSRUW�IRU������ZLWK
WKH�ILUVW�SURGXFWLRQ�HVWLPDWHV�ZLOO�EH�LVVXHG�LQ�ODWH�1RYHPEHU

7KHVH�UHSRUWV�DUH�SUHSDUHG�ZLWK�GDWD� IURP��DQG� LQ�FORVH�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK��RXW�SRVWHG�)$2�5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� WKH�$JUR�
0HWHRURORJ\�*URXS�DQG� WKH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�0RQLWRULQJ�*URXS� �6'51��� WKH�(PHUJHQF\�&HQWUH� IRU� /RFXVW�2SHUDWLRQV
�(&/2��� WKH� 6SHFLDO� 5HOLHI�2SHUDWLRQV�6HUYLFH� �7&25��� WKH�:RUOG� )RRG�3URJUDPPH� �:)3��� DV�ZHOO� DV� YDULRXV�1RQ�
*RYHUQPHQWDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQV��1*2ªV�� In this report, satellite imagery provided by FAO/ARTEMIS, field data on rainfall,
FAO agro-meteorological crop monitoring field reports and information provided by FAO Representatives up to 30 June
have been utilized. The satellite images of the first dekad of July has also been utilized for final updating.

,Q�WKHVH�UHSRUWV��UHIHUHQFH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�WR�IRXU�GLIIHUHQW�HFR�FOLPDWLF�]RQHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�DQQXDO�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�DQG
DJULFXOWXUDO� IHDWXUHV�� L�H�� 6DKHOLDQ� ]RQH�� 6XGDQR�6DKHOLDQ� ]RQH�� 6XGDQLDQ� ]RQH� DQG�*XLQHDQ� ]RQH�� 7KH\� DUH� GHVFULEHG
EHORZ�

6DKHOLDQ� ]RQH�� :KHUH� DYHUDJH� DQQXDO� SUHFLSLWDWLRQ� UDQJHV� EHWZHHQ� ���� DQG� ���� PP�� 7KLV� ]RQH� LV� DW� WKH� OLPLW� RI
SHUHQQLDO�YHJHWDWLRQ��,Q�SDUWV�ZKHUH�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�����PP��RQO\�SDVWXUHV�DQG�RFFDVLRQDO�VKRUW�F\FOH�GURXJKW�
UHVLVWDQW�FHUHDO�FURSV�DUH�JURZQ��DOO�FURSSLQJ�LQ�WKLV�]RQH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�KLJK�ULVN�

6XGDQR�6DKHOLDQ�]RQH��:KHUH� DYHUDJH� DQQXDO�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ� UDQJHV� IURP����� WR�����PP�� ,Q� WKRVH� SDUWV� RI� WKLV� ]RQH
ZKHUH� SUHFLSLWDWLRQ� LV� OHVV� WKDQ� ����PP��PRVWO\� FURSV�ZLWK� D� VKRUW� JURZLQJ� F\FOH� RI� ��� GD\V� DUH� JHQHUDOO\� FXOWLYDWHG
SUHGRPLQDQWO\�VRUJKXP�DQG�PLOOHW�

6XGDQLDQ�]RQH��:KHUH�DYHUDJH�DQQXDO�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�UDQJHV�IURP�����WR�������PP��,Q�WKLV�]RQH��PRVW�FHUHDO�FURSV�KDYH�D
JURZLQJ�F\FOH�RI�����GD\V�RU�PRUH��0RVW�FHUHDOV��QRWDEO\�PDL]H��URRW�DQG�FDVK�FURSV�DUH�JURZQ�LQ�WKLV�]RQH�

*XLQHDQ� ]RQH�� :KHUH� DYHUDJH� DQQXDO� SUHFLSLWDWLRQ� H[FHHGV� ������ PP�� *XLQHD�%LVVDX� DQG� D� VPDOO� DUHD� RI� VRXWKHUQ
%XUNLQD�)DVR�EHORQJ�WR�WKLV�]RQH��PRUH�VXLWHG�WR�URRW�FURS�FXOWLYDWLRQ�

5HIHUHQFH�ZLOO� DOVR� EH�PDGH� WR� WKH� ,QWHUWURSLFDO�&RQYHUJHQFH� =RQH� �,7&=��� DOVR� NQRZQ� E\� LWV� WUDFH� RQ� WKH� HDUWK
V
VXUIDFH�� FDOOHG� WKH� ,QWHUWURSLFDO� )URQW�� 7KH� ,7&=� LV� D� TXDVL�SHUPDQHQW� ]RQH� EHWZHHQ� WZR� DLU�PDVVHV� VHSDUDWLQJ� WKH
QRUWKHUQ�DQG�VRXWKHUQ�KHPLVSKHUH�WUDGH�ZLQGV��7KH�,7&=�PRYHV�QRUWK�DQG�VRXWK�RI�WKH�HTXDWRU�DQG�XVXDOO\�UHDFKHV�LWV
PRVW northerly position in July. Its position defines the northern limits of possible precipitation in the Sahel; rain-bearing
clouds are generally situated 150-200 km south of the Intertropical Front.

Please note that this report is available on the Internet World Wide Web at the following address:
HTTP://WWW.FAO.ORG/GIEWS/ then click on English and Sahel Reports.

The report can also be received automatically by E-mail as soon as it is published, subscribing to the
GIEWS/Sahel report ListServ. To do so, please send an E-mail to the FAO-Mail-Server at the following
address: mailserv@mailserv.fao.org,  leaving the subject blank, with the following message:

subscribe GIEWSSahel-L
To receive the report in French, do the same with the message:

subscribe SMIARSahel-L
To be deleted from the list, send the message:

unsubscribe GIEWSSahel-L (or unsubscribe SMIARSahel-L)

This report is prepared under the responsibility of FAO/GIEWS with information from official and unofficial
sources and is for official use only. Since conditions may change rapidly, for further information, please contact

Mr. Abdur Rashid, Chief, Global Information and Early Warning Service, FAO Headquarters- Rome
Fax No.: 0039-06-5705-4495,  E-Mail address: GIEWS1@FAO.ORG

Web site : HTTP://WWW.FAO.ORG/GIEWS/
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