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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Matters arising from the World Summit on Food Security and the 36th Session of FAO 
Conference – Implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action (IPA) – Towards a New Vision 
for  the Decentralized Offices Network 
 
The Conference 
1. endorsed the vision, as well as the proposals on structure and functioning 
2. expressed the view  t hat th e crite ria on coun try coverage  provided in  the IPA  were 

theoretically good but not practical, particularly in the case of Africa  

3. recommended that  

 
• special needs of Africa be kept i n m ind a nd that a strong network of country  office s, 

which was essential to meet these needs, be provided; 
 

• multiple accreditation for country offices would not be suitable for African countries who 
had urgent and pressing needs for help and support; 

 
• FAO maintains and possibly increases the number of country offices in the Region;  

 
• Decentralized Offices be strengthened through both financial and technical resources and 

there be better training for staff in these offices;  
 

• criteria for FAOR appointment be improved and made more transparent;  
 

• there b e a time limit for Member coun tries to provide fee dback on proposed 
appointments made by the Director General to avoid FAO Representative positions being 
vacant for prolonged periods,.   
 

Reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 
 
The Conference 
4. supported the proposal for the creation of a regional ad hoc steering group in support of 

the CFS reform to be led by the standing Chair of the Regional Conference for Africa, 
who would work in collaboration with voluntary Members. 
 

5. expressed concern on the need to improve coordination among national, sub-regional and 
regional groups and recommended that the steering group addresses this issue. 
 

Report on FAO Activities in Region, (2008-2009) and actions taken on the main 
recommendations of the 25th FAO Conference for Africa 
 
The Conference 
6. endorsed the report which highlighted key outcomes of activities conducted in the region 

during 2008-2009 to implement the recommendations of the 25th ARC and the field 
programme. 

Implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget 2010-11 and Areas of Priority Actions 
for the African Region in the following biennium 
 
7. The Conference  
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• appreciated the coherence b etween the proposed  priority areas and th e CAADP 
objectives;  

• endorsed the priority areas for 2010-11 and 2012-13 

• recommended that FAO 
- supports Member Countries to prepare appropriate investment plans; 

- ensures that sufficien t data be available to  monitor the results by  the e nd o f 
2013.  

 
Establishment of One Global Shared Services Centre 
 
8. The Conference recommended  that a proper in-depth evaluation of the proposal of a 

global SSC, including for sustainability, be carried out for an eventual endorsement by 
the Finance Committee and Council, for inclusion in the next Programme of Work and 
Budget  

 
Discussion Items 
 
FAO Support to the Accelerated implementation of CAADP 

9. The Confer ence recommended th at FAO continues and intensifies its support to th e 
African Union Co mmission, the NEPAD Planning and Implementation Agency, and the 
Regional Economic Communities 

 
 
10. The Conference recommended that Member Countries and FAO 

• strengthen institutional and human capacity building, especially in developing post-
compact investment programmes and sector policies; 

• raise awareness about CAADP and the vis ibility of the  related interventions at the 
national/regional level; 

• advocate resource mobilization and follow-u p to ensure that pledges already made 
are honoured; 

• disseminate new technologies, appropriate policies and s trategies to ensure that the 
objectives of the CAADP are not compromised; 

• mainstream CA ADP i nto nation al p lanning process and to reinforce gend er 
concerns in both the CADP Compact and post-Compact processes; 

• ensure th at t he multiplicity of development in itiatives at  the national level ar e 
coordinated and streamlined with that of the overall CAADP objectives; 

• monitor and ev aluate th e a chievement of CAA DP targets including th e M aputo 
10% budgetary allocation to agriculture and rural development; 

• facilitate south-south cooperation to improve the post-compact interventions; 

• provide clarity on the issues in its future su pport t o CAA DP Co mpacts as there 
seems t o be a g eneral m isunderstanding of t he relati onship between the BIPPS  
prepared in 2004 and the post-CAADP investment plans.  

 
Climate change implications for food security and natural resources management in Africa 

11. The Conference acknowledged that  
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• climate change is a complex and imp ortant issue with  direct implications on food 
security and natural resources management.  

• Africa fa ces serious  challenges from climate change whic h are d irectly linked to 
food insecurity. 

• climate change n eeds to be addr essed pr imarily a t na tional a nd re gional le vel 
alongside other crosscutting issues. 

 
 

12.  The Conference recommended that Member countries make effort to mitigate impact of 
climate change on African agriculture; 

 
13. The Conference recommended that FAO 

• collaborates with national Gov ernments in dev eloping inst itutional cap acity building 
programmes and creating awareness including integration of indigenous knowledge to 
assist rural communities understand and cope w ith climate change and as it relates to  
food security; 

• develops forecasting models, regional and national policy strategies in climatic change 
mitigation; 

• provides access to available facilities such as carbon credit; 
• establishes data monitoring systems; 
• reviews the possibi lity of providi ng t echnical suppo rt in cap acity bui lding in  

simplifying issue s and  technical support to  apply  effectiv e techno logies such a s 
conservation agri culture and use of  germplasm th at is lo cally adapted, as well as 
considerations of gender issues; 

• facilitates the c onvening of a Ministerial meeting t o di scuss  t he im pact of c limate 
change, adaptation and mitigation; 

 
Other Matters  
 
14. The Conference recommended that FAO initiates a dialogue with other UN partners on 

facilitating more effective country level assistance on a ttaining food security  to address 
concerns on the coordination of interventions by UN Bodies at the national and regional 
level.  

15. The Conf erence recognized the increa sing int erest of countries to share national 
experiences and su ccess stories and suggeste d that provision b e made in future 
conferences for country presentations and information exchange. 
 

16. The Conference welcomed the declaration of the Civil Society Organizations prepared at 
their meeting hel d in Luanda on 5 th May 2010  a nd recognized t heir commitment to 
attaining food security in the region. 
 

17. The Conference approved the Luanda Declaration 
 

18. The Conference agreed to honour the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf,  and 
recommended  the submission of a proposal to  the FAO Council on setting up  a food 
security award in his name at the FAO 
 

19. The Conf erence a lso re commended that  the Chairperson, Honourable Afonso Pedr o 
Canga, kind ly solicits the assistance of the President of the Republic of A ngola, His 
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Excellency José Edu ardo Dos Santos, to submit a request to his p eers, during the next 
African Union Su mmit, to set up a Jacques Diouf Prize for food se curity at the African 
Union.  
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MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE REPORT 
 
I.  INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 
 
Organization of the Conference 
 
1. The Ministerial Segment of the Twenty-Sixth Session of the FAO Regional Conference for 
Africa was held in Luanda, the Republic of Angola, from 6 to 7 May 2010. 
 
2. The Conference was attended by 125 delegates from 35 Member Countries of the Region, 
of w hich 17  were re presented at Ministerial level; 1 ob server fro m the  Holy See, and 1 2 
observers from inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations.  The list of delegates is 
given in Appendix B and the list of documents in Appendix C. 
 
Inaugural Ceremony 
 
3. The inaugural ceremony was held at the Belas Conference Centre, Luanda, the Republic of 
Angola in the presence of His Ex cellency Mr Fernando Da Piedade Dias Dos Santos,  Vice 
President of  th e Republic of Angola, Mr A ntonio Paulo Kassou ma, Presi dent of the National 
Assembly, Dr Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, Mr Lu c Gu yau, Indep endent Chairman of t he FA O Council, an d Honourable 
Afonso Pedro Canga, Minister for Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of the Republic 
of Angola. The Vice President welcomed delegates on behalf of the President Jose Eduardo Dos 
Santos, President of the Republic of Angola and the people of Angola. 
 
Statement of the Director-General of FAO 
 
4. The Director General of FAO indicated that it was a great honour and pleasure to attend the 
Twenty-sixth FAO Regional Conference for Africa in the beautiful city of Luanda. He expressed 
his gratitude, on behalf of FAO, to the President of the Republic of Angola, His Excellency José 
Eduardo Dos Santos, the Government and people of Angola for hosting the Conference.  
 
5. He informed the Regional Conference that while the world was facing serious financial and 
economic cr isis, the po orer countries were the most affected. Currently m ore than 1 bil lion 
people ar e s uffering from  hunger, and sub-Saharan Africa is m ost h ard hit, with 269 m illion 
people malnourished and 30 percent of the population suffering from hunger.  
 
6. The Director General reiterated that Africa is rich in arable land, water and labour and with 
appropriate policies it has capacity to increase agricultural production, national incomes and food 
security. However Africa only accounts for about 2% to 3% of w orld Gross Domestic Product  
(GDP) and its share i n trade in  agricultural c ommodities is less than 2% a nd dec lining.  
Agricultural i mports have continued to outp ace expor ts an d Africa currently spends 33 bil lion 
US dollars on imports, much of which is on food. 
 
7. He stated that the Twenty-Sixth Regional Conference will be examining issues that impact 
on millions of people in the region. The Conference will discuss priority themes, including FAO 
support for the i mplementation of the  Co mprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP); implications of climate change for food security; implementation of the 
Immediate Plan of Action for FAO Ren ewal in r elation to de centralized offices network; and 
reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS). 
 
8. The Director-General reminded the Conference that it was only five years to 2015, the date 
set by 192 member governments to halve the number of people suffering from hunger. He made 
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a commitment that with support from member countries, FAO will continue to provide technical 
assistance in for mulating and i mplementing policies, str ategies and programmes aim ed at 
overcoming the challenge of food insecurity in Africa and elsewhere. 
 
9. The full statement is given in Appendix D. 

 

Address by the Independent Chairman of the Council 
 
10. The I ndependent Chairman of the Coun cil und erscored that the A frica Regional 
Conference marks the beginning of the implementation of th e Immediate Plan of A ction (IPA) 
and its success depended on sustained efforts from Member countries and the Secretariat in FAO 
headquarters and d ecentralized offices. He b riefed the delegates on th e i mplementation of hi s 
mandate a nd e mphasized th at hi s work was c haracterized by col legiality, subsidiarity, 
ownership, indep endence and p artnership. He then exp lained the statu s o f the F AO reform, 
stressing the n eed for consolidating th e momentum, making fu ll us e of FA O´s outstanding  
human resources and strengthening internal and external communication systems. He reminded 
delegates that the Council´s powers have been strengthened and that its next session will benefit 
from the recommendations of the 26th ARC.  
 
11. He briefed delegates on th e establish ment o f the O pen Ended  Wor king Group on 
Effectiveness and Efficiency of Governing Bo dies (OEWG), on the preparation of the informal 
meeting on  the i ntegration of reg ular progr amme and extra-budgetary  funding, and on th e 
preparation of the electio n of the  Director-G eneral in 2011.  He rem inded delegates t hat as a 
result of  the Refor m, Regional Con ferences had beco me full-fledged governing bodies, which 
has strengthened governance at the regional level.  
 
12. He informed that the next meetings of the  Reform Committee will deal with decentralized 
offices and the sta ff rotation polic y, and that  recommendations from Regional Conferences on 
these matters will be taken into account. He will ensure that Regional conferences can formulate 
specific recommendations to the Council on the priority areas for the Regions. In conclusion, he 
urged delegates to remain focused on the implementation of the Reform, as it will lead to greater 
efficiency and effectiveness at all levels of FAO. 
 
13. The full text of th e Ind ependent Chairman of the F AO Council’s sta tement is given in 
Appendix E.  
 
Address by the Representative of the Holy See 
 
14. The Representative of the Holy  See delivered a message to t he Conference on beh alf of 
Pope Benedict XVI encouraging African countries to continue working to attain food security for 
the growing population. 
 
Statement of the Vice President of the Republic of Angola 
 
15. The Vice- President thanked FAO for the confidence given Angola to host the Conference. 
He indicated that Angola’s economy had been highly dependent on oil and diamonds and had not 
invested sufficiently in agriculture. H owever, in recent y ears, A ngola had made strides in 
improving the agricultural sector, increasing from 5% to  58% contribu tion to GDP. Ther e has 
been incr eased investment in A griculture w hich has brought  about great  improvements in th e 
lives of the rural communities.  
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16. The Vice-president indicated that Angola was well resourced with 47 river basins and has 
good potential in crops such as ca ssava, but lacked the production capacity in rice, maize, corn, 
dairy a nd meat products, which h ad to be im ported. T his he recognized as being a gre at 
challenge for Angola. 
 
17.  He informed that Angola had been making great investments in r estructuring agricultural 
research, setting up special lines of credit, and establishing industrial centres.  
 
18. He also indicated that Angola w as p articularly concerned in  ensuring tha t po table w ater 
was available not only in the urban and industrial areas but also in rural communities, where the 
emphasis on agriculture was in order to stem the rural-urban drift. 
 
19. The full text of the Vice President’s statement is in Appendix F.  
 
Election of Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs 
 
20. In handing over the chairmanship, Honourable G ideon Ndambuki, Assistan t Minister for 
Agriculture of the Re public of Keny a and Outgoing Chairman of the Regional Conference for  
Africa shared some remarks with the Conference. 
 
21. He indicated that many of the m ember countries had witnessed st agnation in agri cultural 
productivity, high f ertilizer and fu el costs for far m op erations, as well  as effects of cl imate 
change. Th e sit uation caused an in crease in food p rices and hence affecting survival of th e 
people of the African region, especially the most vulnerable in the societies. Many of the people 
were still living below the poverty line at less than a dollar a day. 
 
22. He reminded the Conference of the practical recommendations made at the last Conference 
to resolve the food cri sis and that it was i mportant to look at the more lasting solu tions to the 
situation in the future. He urged the delegates to exchange information on the various measures 
the member countries are taking to address the situation. 
 
23. The full text of the Outgoing Chairman’s statement is in Appendix G. 
 
24. The Conference approved by acclamation the nomination of the following bureau: 
 
Chairperson: Republic of Angola 
 H onourable Afonso Pedro Canga 
 Minister for Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries 
 
First Vice-Chairperson: Equatorial Guinea 
 Honourable Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue 

Minister for Agriculture and Forestry      
    

Second Vice-Chairperson: Cape Verde  
Honourable Jose Maria Veiga 

 Minister for Environm ent, Rur al Dev elopment and Marine 
Resources 

 
Rapporteurs: Cameroon 
 H.E. Dominique Awono-Essama 
 Ambassador of th e Republic of Cameroon to Italy and Permanent 

Representative to FAO in Rome 
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 Uganda  
Robert Sabiiti 

 Alternative Permanent Representative, Uganda Embassy in Rome 
 
Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 
 
25. The Conference reviewed and adop ted the Agenda and Timetable with an amendment on 
the Timetable (Appendix A). 
 
Matters arising from the World Summit on Food Security and the 36th Session of FAO 
Conference – Implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action (IPA) – Towards a New Vision 
for  the Decentralized Offices Network 
 
26.   The document ARC/10/2 reports on th e World Summit on  Food Security held in Rome 
from 16-18 November 2009, which adopted a Declaration consisting of four strategic objectives 
and five Rome Principles for eradicating hunger from the world at the earliest possible date. The 
document also reports o n the Thirty Sixth Session of the F AO Conference held in Rome from 
18-23 November 2009 which discussed the current state of food and agriculture. It also reviewed 
the work o f the Organization, endorsed the FAO Strategic Framework 2010-2019, the Me dium 
Term Plan 2010-13 , and adopted th e Programme of Work and Budget for 20 10-11. In addition, 
the do cument re ports on t he over all progress made on th e I mmediate Plan of Ac tion (IPA ), 
which was  appreciated by the Co nference, and its i mpact on th e Decentralized Offic es (DOs) 
network. The document includes an Addendum on a medium to long term vision for the DOs 
network which was prepared at the request of CoC-IEE, with the endorsement of the Conference, 
for discussion and advice from the Regional Conferences. 
 
27. In the pr esentation of t he do cument to  th e R egional Conf erence by  the Se cretariat, th e 
outcomes of the  World Summit on Food Securit y and the Thirty  Sixth Con ference wer e 
highlighted. It was also pointed out that the Summit supported the work of regional development 
frameworks such as the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) 
under NEPAD.  In relation to the Immediate Action P lan (IPA), the overall progress made, and 
the i mpact on th e De centralized Offices (DOs) netw ork was presented. Major actions a lready 
completed or on going including  TCP  decent ralization, greater authorit ies to DO s on 
procurement, and tra nsfer of management of Regional Technical Officers and of oversight,  
administrative and financial responsibility of FAOR’s to the Reg ional Office were clarified.  In 
presenting the add endum it was pointed out that m ajor efforts have been m ade in regard to 
decentralization over past years. The Management’s medium to long term vision on the structure 
and functioning of the DOs network was highlighted, with a request for comment and advice on 
the vision, as well as on the suggestions in the document about structure and functioning.  
 
28. The Regional Conference:  
 

• endorsed the vision, as well as the proposals on struct ure and functi oning, contained in 
the addendum to Document ARC/10/2;   

• expressed the view  t hat th e criteria on coun try coverage p rovided in  the IPA  were 
theoretically good but not practical, particularly in the case of Africa; and  

• the measures introduced by management were an effective way to address th e structural 
deficit in the FAOR network budget.  

 
29. The Regional Conference recommended that  
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• the special needs of Africa be kept in mind and that a strong  network of country offices, 
which was essential to meet these needs, be provided; 

 
• multiple accreditation for country offices would not be suitable for African countries who 

had urgent and pressing needs for help and support; 
 

• FAO should maintain and possibly increase the number of country offices in the Region;  
 

• DOs should be strength ened through both fina ncial a nd technical re sources and there 
should be better training for staff in these offices;  

 
• there should be improved and more transparent criteria for FAOR appointment;  

 
• in order to avoid FAO Representative positions being vacant for prolonged periods, there 

should be a time limit for Member countries to p rovide f eedback on pro posed 
appointments made by the Director General.   
 

• conduct of the Africa Regional Conference be reviewed to include a follow up 
mechanism on the implementation of Conference decisions and reporting of outcomes.  
 

• relationship between permanent representatives of African countries at the FAO in Rome 
and the regional offices be strengthened 

 
Reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 
 
30. The Regional Conference welcomed the presence of the Chair of the Committee on World 
Food Security (CFS) an d the elements of the r eform pr esented in D ocument ARC /10/3. Th e 
Regional C onference emp hasized imp ortance of reflecting nation al an d region al diversity, a s 
well as th e multi-stakeholder con sultative pr ocess. In addition, the Reg ional Confere nce 
highlighted the importance of inter-sessional activities that are fundamental to the new CFS and 
should include specific case studies. 
  
31. The Regional Confer ence sup ported th e proposal for the creation of a re gional a d ho c 
steering group in support of the  CFS reform. The steering group could be led by  the stand ing 
Chair of t he Regional Conference for Africa, who would work  in collaboration with voluntary  
Members. This st eering group would make initial consultations at sub-regional level and make 
proposals at the 36th Session of CFS in October 2010 regarding the involvement of regional, sub-
regional and othe r bodies in the multi-stakeholder process.  It will  also devel op an d present a 
draft docu ment with proposals for a cost effective so uth-south cooperati on initiative to 
strengthen national and regional ins titutions for food security governance, as propos ed by  the 
CFS Chair.  
 
32. The Reg ional Conference expressed so me con cerns on t he need to i mprove coordination 
among national , su b-regional and regional gro ups and reco mmended that the steering grou p 
addresses this issue. 
 
II  PROGRAMME AND BUDGET MATTERS 
 
Report on FAO Activities in Region, (2008-2009) and actions taken on the main 
recommendations of the 25th FAO Conference for Africa 
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33. The Regional Conference endorsed the report which highlighted the key outcomes of the 
activities of the Regional Office fo r Africa and the sub-Regional Offices during 2 008-2009 on 
the implementation of  the r ecommendations of the 25th ARC, and th e fi eld progra mme. Th e 
Secretariat informed that about 69% of available resources were applied to field programme. 
 
Implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget 2010-11 and Areas of Priority Actions 
for the African Region in the following biennium 
 
34. In adopting the FAO Strategic Framework 2010-19, the FAO Conference  in  2009  put in 
place a n ew re sults-based approach to progra mme p lanning, i mplementation and rep orting fo r 
the Organization. Members defined clear goals and object ives that they aim to ac hieve with the 
help of FAO, inc orporating the Mill ennium D evelopment G oals to redu ce hung er by half an d 
make sustainable us e of natur al resources in foo d, agriculture and rural development. The FAO 
Conference in 2009 also adopted a renewed and more inclusive inter-governmental process for 
review of  progra mme and bu dget priorities and proposa ls. The five Regional  Conferences are 
now an i mportant part o f this process as they report to th e Council through the Pro gramme and 
Finance committees on FAO performance for the previous biennium and priorities for the current 
and future biennia.  
 
35. Taking in to account sub-regional and c ountry needs, th e Regional O ffice for Africa 
proposed six main priority  are as o f FAO te chnical assistance for the next bie nnium to the 
Regional Conference f or Africa. T hese s ix pri ority are as are: pro mote sus tainable increase i n 
agriculture p roduction and crop d iversification; promote su stainable u se and management of 
natural resources, in cluding la nd and water, fi sheries and fo restry; support market ac cess and  
sanitary m easures for better trade; stim ulate infor mation and k nowledge management; 
incorporate em ergency p reparedness a nd ri sk management; and fo rmulate and implement 
effective agricultural policies, while integrating gender concerns as a cross-cutting issue.  
 
36. The Regional Conference: 

• appreciated th e coherence betw een the propose d pr iority are as and th e CA ADP 
objectives; and 

• endorsed the priority areas for 2010-11 and 2012-13 

• recommended that FAO: 
- supports Member Countries to prepare appropriate investment plans; and 

- ensures that sufficient data will be available to monitor the results by the end of 
2013.  

 
Establishment of One Global Shared Services Centre 
 
37. The Org anization has established a S hared S ervices Centre with  hubs in Bang kok, 
Budapest an d Santiago t o provide low  cost and location independent “back office ” 
administrative services and support functions as effe ctively and efficiently as possible. Reviews 
carried ou t during 200 8-2009 revealed opportu nities to achieve f urther efficien cies t hrough 
consideration of a single hub structure. Th e Organi zation will carry out additi onal analy sis of 
such opportunities to assess the effectiveness of services delivered and validate further potential 
savings. In line with guidance from the Council, the Organization will finalize the business case 
for a global S SC base d on an in-depth an alysis, taking  into considerat ion the resu lts of 
consultations with the Regional Conferences.   
 
38. The Conference  
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• requested the carrying out of proper in-depth evaluation of the proposal of a global 
SSC, inclu ding for sustai nability, and ev entual endorsement by  the F inance 
Committee and Council, for inclusion in the next Programme of Work and Budget  

 
III.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

39. The Conference had on its agenda two discussion items: 
 

i) FAO Support to the Accelerated implementation of CAADP 
 

 ii)  Climate change implications for food security and natural resources management 
in Africa 

 
40. The Report of the Technical Committee, ARC/10/TC, was presented by the Rapporteur for 
consideration and adoption by the Conference. The Report was adopted with amendments, see 
Appendix H. 
 
FAO Support to the Accelerated implementation of CAADP 
 
41. The Conference recommended that FAO continues and intensifies its support to the African 
Union Commission, the NEPAD Planning and Implementation Agency, the Regional Economic 
Communities and the member countries to: 
 

• strengthen institutional and human capacity building, especially in developing post-
compact investment programmes and sector policies. 

• raise awareness about CAADP and the visibility of the related interventions at the 
national/regional level. 

• advocate resource mobilization and follow-up to ensure that pledges already made are 
honoured. 

• disseminate new technologies, appropriate policies and strategies to ensure that the 
objectives of the CAADP are not compromised. 

• mainstream CAADP into national planning process and to reinforce gender concerns in 
both the CADP Compact and post-Compact processes. 

• ensure that the multiplicity of development initiatives at the national level are 
coordinated and streamlined with that of the overall CAADP objectives. 

• monitor and evaluate the achievement of CAADP targets including the Maputo 10% 
budgetary allocation to agriculture and rural development. 

• facilitate south-south cooperation to improve the post-compact interventions 
• provide clarity on the issues in its future support to CAADP Compacts as there seems to 

be a general misunderstanding of the relationship between the BIPPS prepared in 2004 
and the post-CAADP investment plans. 

 
Climate change implications for food security and natural resources management in Africa 
 

42. The Conference noted that  
• climate change is a co mplex and important issue which has direct  implications on food 

security and natural resources management.  
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• Africa fac es serious concerns fro m c limate ch ange which  are di rectly li nked to  food 
insecurity. 

• climate change needs to be addr essed primarily at n ational and regional level alongside 
other crosscutting issues as a block.  There are many links and consequences of clim ate 
change to f orest c onservation, co mpetition for natura l res ources, especially between 
humans and animals, desertification with special reference to the Sahel; for example, the 
issue of the receding Lake Chad.   

• impact could be mitigated through the efforts of the member countries. 
 
43. The Conference recommended that FAO 

• collaborates with natio nal Governments i n developing inst itutional capacity bu ilding 
programmes and  cr eating awar eness in cluding integration o f indi genous know ledge to 
assist rural  communities understand and cop e with cl imate ch ange an d as it relates to 
food security; 

• develops forecas ting models, reg ional and n ational policy strat egies in  cli matic cha nge 
mitigation; 

• provides access to available facilities such as carbon credit; 
• establishes data monitoring systems; 
• reviews the possibility of providing technical support in capacity building in s implifying 

issues and technical supp ort to apply  e ffective techno logies su ch as conservation 
agriculture and us e of  germplasm that is  locally adapted, as wel l as c onsiderations of 
gender issues;  

• facilitates the conv ening of a Minist erial meeting to d iscuss  t he i mpact of  c limate 
change, adaptation and mitigation.  

 

IV. OTHER MATTERS 
 
44. The Conference  

• expressed concern o n the  coordination of intervent ions b y UN Bod ies at th e 
national and regional level and recommended that FAO initiates a dialogue with 
other UN partn ers on facilitating more effective country  l evel as sistance on 
attaining food security. 
 

• recognized the increasing interest o f countries to share n ational experiences and 
success stories, the Co nference suggested th at prov ision be made in future 
conferences for country presentations and information exchange. 

 
• welcomed t he d eclaration o f the Civil Society Organizations prepared at their 

meeting h eld in Luand a on 5 th Ma y 2 010 and recognized the ir commitment to 
attaining food security in the region. 

 
• approved the Luanda Declaration on Investing in Agriculture to Ensure Food Security in 

Africa (Appendix J). 

45. At the sugg estion of the Republic of Congo, the 26th FAO Regional Conference agreed to 
honour the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf.  

 

46. The Conference: 
considering: 
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• the remarkable activities undertaken by FAO in Africa under the leadership of the 
outgoing Director General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf; and 

• the personal commitment and effort of the Director-General of FAO on improving the 
nutritional level and agricultural production in Africa to combat hunger and poverty 
to attain food security; 

recommended: 
• the submission of a proposal to the FAO Council on setting up  a food security award 

in his name at the FAO: 

• to the Chairperson, Honourable Afonso Pedro Canga, to kindly solicit the assistance 
of the President of the Republic of Angola, His Excellency José Eduardo Dos Santos, 
to submit a request to his peers, during the next African Union Su mmit, to set up a 
Jacques Diouf Prize for food security at the African Union.  

adopted the vote of thanks below:  

We, Representatives of Governments and Delegates of African countries at the 26th FAO 
Regional Conference for Africa, present our warm appreciation and attest our 
recognition to His Excellency, Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director-General of FAO, for the very 
positive results obtained throughout his three successful terms. 

 
V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 
 
List of Topics to be considered for the 27th Regional Conference for Africa 
 
47. Delegates were invited to suggest topics for discussion at the 27th Regional Conference and 
the following were adopted by the Conference for the selection of key themes by the Secretariat 
in consultation with the Member Countries :  
 

• Review of agriculture development programme incentives and disincentives and 
their impact on agricultural productivity 

• Gender mainstreaming in food security initiatives at national and regional level. 
• Private sector assessment of government incentives  
• Initiatives for mitigation and adaptation strategies to climate change 
• Progress report on CAADP implementation in the region 
• Regional review of fertilizer (including bio-fertilizer) production and availability  
• Agro-business and agro-industry development to improve value chain 
• Assessment of seeds system in Africa 
• GMO issues in African Agriculture - Lessons learnt, taking stock of regulatory 

aspects, including health and economic impact 
• Public /private sector partnership in initiating agricultural programmes to sustain 

livelihoods and create wealth 
• Agricultural mechanisms to increase productivity through livestock, fisheries and 

forestry. 
• Evaluation FAO’s post emergency development programme for food security and 

sustainable livelihoods  
• Participation of African countries in setting and implementing international 

standards in safety and quality of food from plant and animal origin 



14 
 

• South-South Cooperation in agriculture development in the region 
• State of staff deployment and budget allocation to Regional Offices in conformity 

with FAO reform 

 
Date and Place of the Twenty-Seventh FAO Regional Conference for Africa 

 

48. The Con ference adopted by  a cclamation the Republic of  Congo’s offer to host the 27 th 
Session of the F AO Regional Conference for Africa in 20 12 and look  forward to an agreement 
on the date in consultation with the Director-General of FAO.   
 
Adoption of the Report of the Conference (including the Technical Committee Report) 
 
49. The Confer ence considered and, after a few a mendments, ado pted its R eport by  
acclamation. 
 
50. The Conference was formally closed by the Chairperson, Honourable Afonso Pedro Canga, 
Minister of Agriculture, Rural Dev elopment and  Fisheries of Angola after the adoption of the 
Luanda Declaration on Investing in Agriculture to ensure Food Security in Africa (Appendix I) 
presented by Honourable José Lu is Xavier Mendes, Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of 
Sao Tome and Principe.  

 
51. A Vote of Thanks to the Government of the Re public of A ngola was prese nted by 
Honourable Jose Maria Veig a, M inister for Environ ment, Rural Develop ment and Marin e 
Resources of the Republic of Cape Verde. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

AGENDA OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
 

Technical Committed Meeting 
3 – 4 May 2010 

 
I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 

 
1. Opening Ceremony 
2. Election of chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and Appointment of the Rapporteur 
3. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 
 

II. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSIOIN 
 
4. FAO Support to the Accelerated implementation of CAADP 
5. Climate Change implications for food security and natural resources  
     management in Africa 
 

III. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

6. High food prices and food security – threats, opportunities and budgetary  
    implications for sustainable agriculture 
7. Challenges and opportunities for bio-fuel production in the Africa countries 
8. Summary report of recommendations of regional bodies 
 

IV. OTHER MATTERS 
 
 
V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 

 
9. Adoption of the Report of the Technical Committee 
10. Closure of the Technical Committee Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
 

Plenary Session 
6 – 7 May 2010 

 
I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 
 

10. Opening Ceremony 
11. Election of the Chairperson a nd Vice-Chairpersons and Appointment 
of the Rapporteur 
12. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 
 

II. STATEMENTS 
 

13. Statement by the Director-General of FAO 
14. Statement by the Independent Chairman of the Council 
15. Address by the Representative of the Holy See 
16. Statement by the Vice-President of the Republic of Angola 
 

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
17. (a) Matte rs arising fro m the World Summit on Food Sec urity and the 

36th Session of FAO Conference , notably im plementation of th e 
Immediate Plan of Action (IPA), including the Decentralized Offices 
Network 

    (b) Towards a New Vision for the Decentralized Offices Network 
18. Reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 
19. Programme and Budget Matters  

o Report on F AO Activities in  th e Region, (2 008-2009) and acti ons 
taken on the main recommendations of the 25th FAO Conference for 
Africa 

o Implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget 2010-11 and 
Areas of Priority Actio ns for the A frica Reg ion in the following 
biennium 

o Establishment of One Global Shared Services Centre 
 

IV. OTHER MATTERS 
 

20. Report of the Te chnical Co mmittee inc luding outco mes of the 
Discussion Items 

 
V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 

 
21. Items to be considered for the 27th Regional Conference for Africa 
22. Date and Place of the 27th Regional Conference for Africa 
23. Adoption of the Report of the Conference  
24. Closure of the Conference 
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APPENDIX B 

 
LIST OF DELEGATES 

LISTE DES DÉLÉGUÉS 
 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
COMITE TECHNIQUE 

 
Chairperson:    Jose Amaro Tati 
Président:     Ministry of Agriculture 
 
First Vice-Chairperson:  Crisantos Obama Ondo 
Premier Vice-Président:  Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Equatorial Guinea  

in Italy 
 
Second Vice-Chairperson:  Jose Edardo Barbosa 
Deuxième Vice-Président: Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Cape Verde  

in Italy 
 
Rapporteur:    Andree Caroline Mebande Bate  

Conseiller technique au Ministère de l’agriculture et du  
développement rural du Cameroon 

 
Co-Rapporteur:   Robert Sabiiti  

Alternate Permanent Representative, Uganda Embassy in Italy   
 

PLENARY SESSION 
SESSION PLENIERE 

 
Chairperson: A fonso Pedro Canga 
Président: Minister fo r A griculture, Rur al Dev elopment and F isheries of  

Angola 
  
 
First Vice-Chairperson: Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue 
Premier Vice-Président: Minister for Agricult ure a nd For estry of Equatorial Guinea  
       
Second Vice-Chairperson: Jose Maria Veiga 
Deuxième Vice-Président: Minister for Environm ent, Rur al Dev elopment and Marine 

Resources of Cape Verde 
 
Rapporteur: D ominique Awono-Essama 
 Ambassador of th e Republic of Cameroon to Italy and Permanent 

Representative to FAO in Rome 
  
Co-Rapporteur: Robert Sabiiti 
 Alternative Permanent Representative, Uganda Embassy in Italy 
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MEMBER NATIONS IN THE REGION 
ÉTATS MEMBRES DE LA RÉGION 

 
 
ALGERIA - ALGÉRIE             
 
Delegate 

Mohammed Abdelhafid Henni 
            Inspecteur Général 
            Ministère de l´agriculture 
            28 Rue Hassiba Benghali 

Alger 
      Tel: +213 21743292 

E-mail:  
 
Suppléant 

 Benazi, Brahim 
    Ministère de l´agriculture 
            28 Rue Hassiba Benghali 

Alger 
      Tel: +213 21743292 

E-mail:  
 

ANGOLA 
 
Délégués 

Canga, Afonso Pedro 
Ministro da Agricultura, do 
Desenvolvimento Rural e das Pescas 
Rue Comandante Gika, C.P. 527 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 2 322694 
Fax: +2442 320553 
Email: gabminander@netangola.com 
            
Monda, Andre de Jesus 
Vi-Ministro,  
Ministèrio de Agricultura de 
Desenvolvimento Rural e Pescas 
Rue Comandante Gika, C.P. 527 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 924 176 620 
Fax: +2442 320553 
Email: 

 
Da Silva Izata, Margarida  
Ministra Conselheira,  
Directora das Organizacoes 
internacionais do Ministerio 

 das Relacoes Exteriores 
Tel: +244 923416707 
E-mail: mizete@hotmail.com 

 
Suppléants 

Tati, Jose Amaro 
Ministèrio de Agricultura de 
Desenvolvimento Rural e Pescas 
Rue Comandante Gika, C.P. 527 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 924 176 620 
Fax: +2442 320553 
Email: 
 
Domingos, Manuel 
 MINADERP 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 928 570 165 
Fax: +244 324221 
E-mail: cotamingo@yahoo.fr 
 
Mendes, Antónia Dolorès do Rosario 
Directora Nacional das Pescas e 
Aquilcultura 
Ministèrio de Agricultura de 
Desenvolvimento Rural e Pescas  
Rue Comandante Gika, C.P. 527 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 912 509101 
Fax: +244 923629692 
E-mail: 
dolores.rosario@yahoo.com.br 
 
Caetano, Tomas Pedro   
Director General  
Institute for Forestry Development 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Fisheries 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 22232323934 
E-mail: tpcaetano@yahoo.com.br 
 
Simba, Damia  
Director de Gabinete V/M  
  Agricultura 
Largo dos Ministerios 
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Av Commandante Gika 
Ministerio da Agricultura 
Desenv Rural Edas Pescas 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 222325857 
E-mail: 
damiasinumba@yahoo.com.br 

 
Ndombele, Dielobaka  
Director 
Agricultura, Desenv, Rural e Pescas 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 923333663 
Fax: 
E-mail: 
 
Nelumba, Maria Antónia  
National Director of Infrastructure  
  and Market 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 912510518 
Fax: 
E-mail: 
maria_antonia@metcabo.co.ao 

 
Manuel, Dias Engo 
Rua Aires De Menezo 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 923627761 
E-mail: mdias58@hotmail.com 
 
Pedro Pacauira, Manuel  
Ambassador/Permanent 
Representative of  
Angola to FAO/WFP/IFAD  
Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 067726951 
E-mail: gsa.minader@yahoo.com.br 

 
Lundembe, Mpasi 
Medico Veterinario 
Ministerio do Interior Comando 
Geral da Policia Nacional 
Direccio Nacional de Logistica 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 923444518 
Fax: +244 912206238 
E-mail: 
 
 

Tunga, David  
National Director 
Food Security Office 
Ministry of Agriculture  
Tel: +244 222324941 
Fax: 
E-mail: 

 
Veloso, Domingos  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tel: +244 912 213801 
Fax: 
E-mail: nazadom12@yahoo.com.br 
 
Belo, Luisa  
Embassade de l´Angola en Italie 
Rome 
Tel: +244 914788499 
E-mail: luisabelo@hotmail.it 

 

 

BENIN - BÉNIN 
 

BOTSWANA 
 
 
BURKINA FASO 
  

BURUNDI 
 
Délégué 

Nderagakura, Ferdinand  
Ministre de l’Agriculture et de 
l’élevage 
B.P. 1850 Boulevard de la Liberté 
(Blding Education 1er étage) 
Bujumbura 
Tel: +257 22222087 
Fax: +257 22222873 
E-mail: fnderagakura@yahoo.fr 
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Suppléant 
Nzitunga, Isaac 
Conseiller au Cabinet du Ministère  
  de l’agriculture et de l’élevage 
B.P. 1850 Boulevard de la Liberté 
(Blding Education 1er étage) 
Bujumbura 
Tel : +257 79917810 

 Fax : +257 22222873 
E-mail : Nzitungai@yahoo.fr 

  
 
CAMEROON – CAMEROUN 
 
Délégué 

Awono Essama, Dominique  
Ambassadeur du Cameroun en Italie 
et Représentant Permanent du 
Cameroun auprès de l’Organisation 
des Nations Unies à Rome 
Via Siracusa 416, Rome, Italie 
Tel : 
Fax : 
E-mail : 
 

Suppléants  
Moungui, Medi  
Représentant Permanent Adjoint    
   auprès des Organisations 
   des    Nations Unies à Rome 
Via Siracusa 416, Rome, Italie 
Tel : +39 064403644 
E-mail : medimoungui@yahoo.fr 
 
Mebande Bate, Caroline Andrée  
Conseiller technique  
Ministère de l´agriculture et du  
  développement rural 
Yaoundé 
Tel : +237 22221636 
E-mail : mebandcaro@yahoo.fr 
 
Eko´o Akouafane, Jean Claude  
Secrétaire général  
Ministère de l’agriculture et du  
  développement rural 
Yaoundé 
Tel : +237 22233876 
Fax : +237 77707030 
E-mail : 

CAPE VERDE – CAP-VERT 
 
Délégué 

Veiga, José Maria  
Ministre de l'environnement, du    
  développement rural 

               et des ressources marines 
B.P. 115 
Palmarejo, Praia  
Tel: +238 2615713 
Email: josem.veiga@maap.gov.cv 
 

Suppléants 
Barbosa, José Eduardo 
Ambassadeur et Représentant  
  Permanent du Cap-Vert  
  auprès de la FAO/PAM/FIDA, 
Rome, Italie 
E-mail : 
jeduardo.barbosa@fastwebnet.it 
 
Gonçalves, Clarimundo  
Directeur Général du Budget, de  
   la Planification et  
  Gestion du MADRRM 
Ministerio da Agricultura 
BB 115, Praia 
Tel: +238 26 13 01 
E-mail : 
clairmundo.goncalves@govcv.gov.cv 
 
Barro, Eugénio 
Director Services 
Engeniria Rural-DGTSP 
MEDRRM 
Largo Guedes de Menezes, 7 C.P. 115 
Praia 
Tel : +238 264 1716 
 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC – 
REPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléant 

Bissefi, Michel  
Directeur Général Administration 
Représentant Ministre du  
  développement rural et de  
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  l’agriculture 
Ministère du développement  
  rural et de l’agriculture 

 B angui 
 Tel : +236 77099597 

Fax : +236 75047792 
E-mail : michelbissefi@yahoo.fr 
 

 
CHAD – TCHAD 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléant 

Gandoua, Dehala 
Directeur Général Adjoint de la 
Production Agricole et Formation 
Ministère de l´agriculture et de  
  l´irrigation 
B P 441, Ndjamena 
Tel : +235 66560958 
E-mail : gandaoua@yahoo.com 

  
CONGO REPUBLIC – REPUBLIQUE 
DU CONGO 
 
Délégué 

Maboundou, Rigobert 
Ministre de l’agriculture et de  
  l’élevage 
Ministère de l’agriculture et de  
  l’élevage 
6, rue Louis Tréchot B.P. 2453 
Brazzaville 
Tel : +242 25517662  
Fax : +242 2811929 
E-mail : union_fada@yahoo.fr 

Suppléants 
Camara  Dekamo, Mamadou,  
Ambassadeur de la République du 
Congo en Italie et  
 auprès de la FAO 
Via Ombrone 8/10, 100 Roma 
Tel : +39 3988926190 
E-mail : ambacorome@libero.it 
 
Mbaika, Gaston 
 Attaché de Cabinet du Chef de l´Etat 

29 Rue Sorgho, Brazzaville 
Tel : +242 6666164 
E-mail : 
 
Tati, Léon  
Conseiller à la Politique de l’Elevage  
  et à la Recherche 
2105 Rue Voula 
Plateau de 152 …..,  
Brazzaville 
Tel : +242 5510240 
E-mail : detatiade@yahoo.fr 

 
CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF – RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE 
DU CONGO 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléant 

Mateso Wabubyula, Constantin-Clément 
Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre de  
  l´agriculture 
21 Avenue Congo/mt 
Ngafula 
Tel : +243 81 2660077 
E-mail : ibandahilo@yahoo.fr 
 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléants 

N’Guessan, Yapo G.  
Directeur de Cabinet  
Ministère de la Production Animale  
  et des Ressources Halieutiques 
01 BP V184 
Abidjan 01 
Tel: +225 20213410 
Email: nguessanyapo@hotmail.com 
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Djiakariya, Coulibaly 
Directeur de la Planification et des 
Programmes 
Ministère de la production animale 
B P V 185, Abidjan 
Tel : +225 202194 62 
E-mail : djiabeariyac@yahoo.fr 

 
 

EGYPT – EGYPTE 
 
Delegate 
 
Alternate 
 Roushd y, Alaa 

Counselor 
Embassy of Egypt 
 267 Via Salaria 
 00199 Rome, Italy  
Tel : +39 320 707 1766 
Email : ambegitto@yahoo.com 
 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

Delegué 
 
Suppléant 

Obama Ondo, Crisantos 
Ambassadeur de Guinée Equatorial  
auprès de la FAO à Rome 
Via Bruxelles, 59A 
Rome, Italie 
Tel : +39 06 8845575 
Fax: +39 06 84080788 
E-mail : obamarefao@gmail.com 

 

ERITREA – ERYTHRÉE 
 
 
ETHIOPIA – ETHIOPIE 
 

GABON 
 
Délégué 
 

Suppléants 
Ongone Obame, Aristide 
Conseiller du Ministre 
B P 19246, Libreville 
Tel : +241 07284864 
E-mail : ongoneobame@yahoo.fr 
 
Mandoukou-Ma-Nziengui, Emile 
Ambassadeur du Gabon en Angola 
149 Rua Eng Armindo de Andrade BP 
1614, Luanda 
Tel: + 923 325991 
Fax: + 222 149402 
 
Abessold Ndong, Phil –Philo 
Vice-Président 
PROPAC 
Ministère de l’agriculture 
BP 481 Oyem 
Tel: + 241 07 89 76 74 
Email: abessolo_phil@yahoo.fr 
 

THE GAMBIA – GAMBIE 
 

GHANA 
 
Delegate 
 Namoale, Nii Amasah 

Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
P. O. Box M37 
Accra 
Tel: +233 20 812 0236 
Email: namoale@msn.com 
 

Alternates 
Bhavnani, Raymond Ram,  
Director of Policy Planning 
Monitoring and Evaluation, 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
P. O. Box M37 
Accra 
Tel : +233 21 663036 
E-mail : rambhavani@yahoo.com 

Dannson, Angela Mercy 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
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P. O. Box M37 
Accra 
Tel : +233 21 668245 
E-mail : angeladannson@yahoo.com 
 

GUINEA - GUINÉE 
 
Délégué 

Toure, Ibrahima Sory 
Ministre de la pêche et de  
  l’aquaculture 
Ministère de la pêche et de  
  l’aquaculture 
BP 307, Conakry 
Tel : +224 30413660 
E-mail : ibrahimatoure65@yahoo.fr 

Suppléants 
Diousmessi,  Mohamed 
Conseiller Principal  
Ministère de l'agriculture 
B.P. 576 
Conakry 
Tel : +224 30415257/30414222 
Fax : +224 30413730 
E-mail :  

Mansare, Joseph Boniface 
Directeur National Adjoint des 
Productions animales  
Ministère de l'élevage 
Conakry 
Tel : +224 64305509 
E-mail : mansboniface@yahoo.fr 
 
Thiam, Soriby 
Consul général 
Projeto Nnea Vidg 
Rua 2 Casa 141 
Tel : + 224 925 27 29 05 
Email : bsthiam@yahoo.fr 
 

GUINEA BISSAU – GUINÉE BISSAU 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléants 

Amarante, Carlos M. T.  

Directeur général de la Planification 
Agricole 
B.P. 71 
MDRA-GAPLA 
Bissau 
Tel : 00245 6842838 
E-mail : cmtamarante90@yahoo.fr 

 
Mendes, Henrique José 
Counselheiro Ministro Para 
Securansa Alimeatar 
Ministero Agricultura 
C P 71, Bissau 
Tel : +245 6634909 
E-mail : henrique129@hotmail.com 
 

KENYA 
 
Delegate 

Ndabuki, Gideon 
Assistant Minister for Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kilimo House, Cathedral Road 
Nairobi 
Tel: +254 20 271 8870 

Alternates 
Songa, Wilson 
Agriculture Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kilimo House, Cathedral Road  
Nairobi 
Tel : +254 20 271 8870 
E-mail : 
AgricultureSecretary@kilimo.go.ke 
 

Ngwiri, Jacinta 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
Kenya Embassy 
Via Archimede164, Rome 
Tel: +39 3318561912 
E-mail: jacintamngwiri@yahoo.com 
  

LESOTHO 
 
Delegate 

Liteboho, Stephen Mofubetsoana  
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Deputy Principal Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 24, Maseru 100 
Tel : +266 22311271 
Fax : +266 22310994 
E-mail : dpsagric@leo.co.ls 

Alternates 
Malewa, Jonase Sponkie 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Lesotho 
Rome 
Tel : +3906 68542496 
Fax : +3906 8542527 
E-mail : lesothoembassy.roma@tin.it 

Hawkins, Symington Monica   
District Agricultural Officer 
Maoeng 
Botha-Bothe 
Tel: +266 22460215 
Fax: +266 22461014 
E-mail: monicahawkins77@yahoo.com 

 
LIBERIA 
 
 
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA  
  

MADAGASCAR 
 
                                                                                                                                                        
MALAWI 
 
Delegate 
 Mauwa, Margaret 

Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security 
P.O. Box 30134, Capital Hill 
Lilongwi 
Tel: +265 1 789 218 
Email: tkanyana@gmail.com 

 
Alternates 

Daudi, Andrew Timothy 
Principal Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
   Security 

P.O. Box 30134, Capital Hill 
Lilongwi 3 
Tel: +2651789218/00265178 
Fax: +2651 789033/00265 888826283 
E-mail: adaudi@afmia-online.net 

Kumwembe, Bright Bratso 
Director of Finance and 
Administration 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
  Security 
P.O. Box 30134, Capital Hill 
Lilongwe 3 
Tel : +265 1 788973 
Fax : +265 1 789380 
E-mail : brightbratso@hotmail.com 

 
Kanyama, Jasila Melania 
Economist 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
  Security 
P.O. Box 30134, Capital Hill 
Lilongwe 3 
Tel : +265 1 788973 
Fax : +265 1 789380 
E-mail : 

    
MALI 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléants 

Camara, Faroux 
Ambassadeur du Mali  
12 rua do Maculusa, Luanda 
Tel : +244 929774444 
E-mail : faroukcamara@yahoo.fr 

Toure, Modibo 
Ministry of Agriculture /Planning  
  and Statistic Branch 
P.O. Box 2357, Bamako 
Tel : +22320212240 
 Fax : +223 20215920 
E-mail : modimah@yahoo.com 
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Dembele, Gaoussou dit Emile 
Conseiller Technique 
Ministère de l´Environnement et de  
  l’Assainissement 
Bamako 
Tel : +223 76269079 
E-mail : gaoussou_e@yahoo.fr 

 
Diarra, Fousseyni 
Conseiller 
Ministère de l´agriculture 
Bamako 
Tel : +223 79077619 
E-mail : fousseynid2000@yahoo.fr 
 
Coulibaly, Mamadou 
Ministère de l´élevage et de la pêche 
BP 3033 
Route de Koucouba, Bamako 
Tel : +223 20227476 
E-mail : coulibalymd@yahoo.fr 

 
MAURITANIA – MAURITANIE 
 
Délégué 
 
Suppléant 

Mohamed Khalifa Ould Biyah 
Secrétaire général 
Ministère du développement rural 
Nouakchott 
Tel : +222 2527463 
Fax : +222 5257475 
  

MOROCCO – MAROC 
 
Délégué  
 
Suppléants 

Bouh, Mostaf 
Ambassadeur  
Ambassade du Maroc en Angola 
Luanda 
Tel : +244 222 39 37 08 
Fax : +244 222 33 88 47  

 
 

Felloun, Hamid 
Ministère de l’agriculture 
Direction de Développement des    
  filières de production 
Al Fath, Résidence Mimosas 
Imb11, Appt so, Rabat 
Tel : +212 667274426 
E-mail : hfelloun@gmail.com 

El Bouari, Ahmed 
Ministère de l’agriculture 
Direction de l´irrigation et de  
  l´aménagement de l´espace agricole 
BP 1069, Rabbat 
Tel : +212 663044145 
E-mail : bouariahmed@gmail.com 

 
 
MOZAMBIQUE 

 
Delegate 

Clemente, Daniel  
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agiculture 
Para dos Herois de Moçambique 
P.O. Box 1406 
Tel:  +258 21 460055 
Fax: +258 21 460055 
E-mail: snhaca@map.gov.mz 

  dtrindech@hotmail.com 
 
Alternates 

Carla, Elisa 
Ambassador Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of 
Mozambique to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of  
  Mozambique, Via Filippo, 
Corri Domi 14, 00195 Rome 
Tel : +39 06 37514675 
Fax : +39 06 37514699 
E-mail : 
sec@ambasciatamozambico.it 
 
Chaquisse, Marcelo  
Deputy National Director 
Rua de Resistencia 
Maputo, Mozambique 
Tel:   
E-mail: mchaquisse@gmail.com 
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Nyaima, Joao Simao  
Head of Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Praga Dos Herois de Moçambique 
Tel: +258 21 46 00 55 
E-mail: snyaima@yahoo.com,br 
 
Libombo, Marcela  
National Coordinator for the 
Technical  
Food and Nutrition Security 
Secretariat (SETSAN) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Av. FPM 2658 
Tel: +258 21 461 873 
Email: mlibombo@setsan.org.mz 
 
Libombo, José Augusto M.  
Deputy National Director of  
Veterinary Service   
Ministry of Agriculture  
Praga Dos Herois, Maputo 
Tel: +258 21 460082 
Email: jlibombojr@yahoo.com.br 
 

NAMIBIA – NAMIBIE 
 
Delegate 

Tshikesho, Desiderius Raimund  
Under Secretary for Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 
P/Bag 13184, Windhoek, Namibia 
Tel: + 264 61 2087694 
Fax: + 264 61 208 7787 
Email: tshikeshod@mawf,gov.na 

 
Alternates 

Mboti, Lineekala J. 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Namibia in Angola 
Rua da Libertade no. 20 
Villa – Alice, Luanda 
Tel: +264 912 340 339 
Email: josephos@whoever.com 
 
Shaanika, Gabriel 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Namibia in Angola 

Rua da Libertade no. 20 
Villa – Alice, Luanda 
Tel: + 244 9236 43309 
Email: kakeke@gmail.com 
 
Dunaisky, Puis 
Minister Counselor 
Embassy of Namibia in Angola 
Luanda 
Tel: + 244 92 432 8572 
Email: piusdunaiski@hotmail.com 
 
Kavari, Tjipee  
Agricultural Economist  
International Cooperation Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 
P/Bag 13184 
Windhoek, Namibia 
Tel: + 264 61 2087767 
Fax: + 264 61 208 7725 
Email: kavarit@mawf,gov.na 

 
NIGER 
 
Délégué 

Sadelhec, Malik 
Ministre de l’agriculture et de  
  l’élevage 
Ministère de l’agriculture de  
  l´élevage 
B.P. 12091 
Niamey 
Tel : +227 20 733541 
Fax: +227 20 732008 
Email : malik_mansouri@yahoo.fr 

 
Suppléant 

Agarya, Moussa  
Conseiller du Ministre 
Ministère de  l’agriculture et de  
  l’élevage 
BP 10908, Niamey 
Tel : +227 20 733541 
Fax: +227 20 732008 
Email: agarya@yahoo.com 
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NIGERIA  
 
Delegate 

Olaniran, Yaya Adisa Olaitan 
Minister Permanent Representative  
  of the Federal Republic of Nigeria  
  to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the  
  Federal Republic of Nigeria to  
  FAO Via Orazio, 14-18 
00193 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 683931 
Fax: +39 06 6832528  
Email : nigeriapermrep@email.com 

Alternates 
Akilapa, Funso  
Director 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and  

    Water Resources 
PMB 135, Garki Area 11, Abuja 
Tel: + 234 80 33 49 52 58 
Email: flakilapa@yahoo.com 
 
Tijani, Bukar 
National Coordinator 
National Programme for Agriculture  
  and Food Security 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Rural Development 
Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel: +234 803 701 2886 
Email: bukartijani@yahoo.com 
 
Oyebanji, Oyesola Olumide 
Chief Technical Adviser 
National Programme for Agriculture  
  and Food Security 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and    
  Rural Development 
127, Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent 
Wuse II, Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel: + 234 803 590 9268 
Email: 
oyebanjioyesola@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Akoroda, Malachy 
Professor in Seed – Production 
(Cassava) 
University of Ibadan 

Tel: + 234 803 582 9286 
Email: m-akoroda@yahoo.com 

 
 
RWANDA 
 
Delegate 
 
Alternate 
 Rvz indaza, Ernest  
 Per manent Secretary 

Ministry of Agriculture 
BP 621, Kigali 
Tel: + 250 252 534644 
E-mail: ruzindazaernest@gmail.com 
 

 
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE – SAO 
TOMÉ ET PRINCIPÉ 
 
Délégué 
 Xavier Mendes, José Luis  
 Ministre de l'agriculture,  

  développement rural et pêche 
Ministère de l’agriculture,     
  développement rural et pêche 

 Avemde Marginal 12 de Julho 
 C.P. 47 Sao 
 Tel: + 239 932 298 

Fax: + 239 222 2347 
Email: jxaviermendes@hotmail.com 

 
Suppléant 
 De Souza Powtes, Arnaldo  
 Assessor de Ministro de Agricultura 

Ministère de l’agriculture,     
  développement rural et pêche 

 Avemde Marginal 12 de Julho 
 C.P. 47 Sao 
 Tel: + 239 932 298 

Fax: + 239 222 2347 
Email: 
arnaldospowtes@hotmail.com 

 
 
SENEGAL - SÉNÉGAL 
 
Délégué 

Fall, Papa Cheikh Saadibou  
Ambassadeur du Sénégal en Italie 



11 
 

Via della Camelluccia 
759, Rome 
Tel: + 39 066 821 0342 
Email : saadibouFall@hotmail.it 

 
Suppléants 

Diene, Ndiobo  
Conseiller Technique du Ministre 
Ministère de l’agriculture 
3ème étage du Building Administratif 
BP 4005, Dakar 
Tel: + 221 77 5093 807 
Fax: + 221 77 8196 136 
Email : ndiabodiene@yahoo.fr 

 
 
SOUTH AFRICA – AFRIQUE DU SUD 
 
Delegate 

 Mtintso, Thenjiwe Ethel  
Ambassador/Permanent  
  Representative of the Republic of  
  South Africa to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of South  
  Africa Via Tanaro, 14 
00198 Rome 
Tel: +39 06 852541 
Fax: +39 06 85254258/24 
Email: mtintsot@foreign.gov.za 

 
Alternates 

Sebefelo, Duncan Moopelo  
Counselor Multilateral Affairs  
Embassy of the Republic of South  
  Africa Via Tanaro, 14 
00198 Rome 
Tel: +39 06 852541 
Fax: +39 06 85254258/24 
Email: sebefelod@foreign.gov.za 
 
Chipeta, Sebuewa  
Chief Director 
Policy, Regulation and Oversight 
125 Schoeman’s street 
Pretoria 0001 
Tel: 27 12 336 7460 
Email: chipetas@dwa.gov.za 
 
Mdaka, Busisiwe 
Executive Manager 

Department of Rural Development  
  and Land Reform 
Cnt Jacob Mare and Paul Kruger 
Street, Pretoria 
Tel: +27 825 772 969 
       +27 123 128 272 
Email: 
DBMdaka@ruraldevelopement.gov.
za 
 

 
SWAZILAND, KINGDOM OF – 
SWAZILAND, ROYAUME DE LA 
 
Delegate 

Dlamini, Clement 
Minister for Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Building Cnr. Sozisa & Mlilo Roads 
P.O. Box 162, Mbabane H100 
Tel: + 268 404 2731 
Fax: +268 404 1733 
Email: minister_agriculture@gov.sz 

 
Alternates 

Msibi, Sibusiso L.  
Counselor 
Permanent Mission of Swaziland 
Plot 861 de Pregny-Chambésy 51, 
Chemin William-Barbey - 1292 
Chambésy Geneva - 
SWITZERLAND 
Tel: +41 022 7589410 
Fax: +41 022 7589424 

E-mail: swazimission-geneva@dslnets.ch 
 
Ndlangamandla, George M. 
Director of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 162, Mbabane 
Tel: +268 404 9414 
Fax: +268 404 1733 
Email: ndlangamandlag@gov.sz 
 
 

TANZANIA, UNITED REPUBLIC OF – 
TANZANIE, RÉPUBLIQUE UNIE DE 
LA  
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Delegate 
Ngirwa, Wilfred Joseph  
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative to FAO 
 Embassy of the United Republic of 
Tanzania 
Cortina Da Pezzo, 00185 Rome 
Tel: +39 06 33485801 
Fadx: +39 06 33485828 
Email: wilfredngirwa@yahoo.com 
 

 
TOGO  

 
Délégué 
 
Suppléant 
 M’Baw,  Arokoum Akla-Esso 

Directeur de l’agriculture 
Ministère de l’agriculture, de   
  l’élevage et de la pêche. 
BP 1263, Lomé 
Tel : + 228 222 61 05 
Fax : + 228 222 61 05 
Email : arkoum2003@yahoo.fr 

 
 
UGANDA – OUGANDA 
 
Delegate 
 Mwesi gye, Hope 

Minister for Agriculture, Animal  
  Industtry and Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal  
  Industry and Fisheries 
P. O. Box 102, Entebbe 
Tel: +256 4320752 
Fax: +256 4321047 
Email: minmaaif@infocom.com 

 
Alternates 

Sabiiti, Robert  
 Agricultur al Attaché 

Embassy of the Republic of Uganda  
   Via Lungotevere dei Mellini, 44  
00193 Rome, Italy 
Tel: + 39 06 322 5220 
Fax: + 39 06 321 3688 
Email: 

ugandaembassyrome@hotmail.com 

 

ZAMBIA – ZAMBIE 
 
Delegate 

Mbewe, Allan  
Deputy Minister for Agriculture and  
  Cooperatives 
Ministry of Agriculture and   
  Cooperatives 
P. O. Box 50197, Lusaka 
Tel: + 026 25 34 89 
Email: mbewe@yahoo.com 

 
Alternates 

Trevor, Sichombo  
 First Secretary 
 Embassy of the Republic of Zambia  

  Via Ennio Quirino Visconti, 8 
00193 Rome 
Tel: +39 06 36088824 
Fax: +39 06 97613035 

 Em ail: tsichombo@yahoo.com 

 
Mbozi, Green  
Director of Agri-business and  
  Marketing 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperatives 
Mulungushi House 
P. O. Box 50595 
15100 Ridgeway, Lusaka 
Tel: + 260 211 250 417 
Fax: + 260 211 250 417 
Email: gmbozi@maff.gov.zm 
 
Mwale, Moses  
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperatives 
MT Makulu 
CR STN, P/B 7, Chkanga 
Tel: + 260 1 278 130 
Fax: + 260 966 766 395 
Email: mwalemp@yahoo.com 
 
Kanyemba, Mathias  
Chief Field Crops Agronomist 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
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  Cooperatives 
Mulumgushi house 
Box 50291, Lusaka 
Tel: +260 211 256 756 
Email: mmkanyemba@yahoo.com 
 
 Phiri, John  
Chief Agricultural Economist and  
  CAADP Focal Point Person 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Cooperatives 
P. O. Box 50197, Lusaka 
Email: jphiri@maff.gov.za 
 
Daka, Alick  
Deputy Director 
Crops Production Branch 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
   Cooperatives 
(FAO Consultant) 
Tel: + 260 211 256 756 
Email: alick_daka@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Delegate 
Alternates 
 Manzou, James  

Ambassador 
Tel: +244 222 310 125 
Email: jamanzou@yahoo.com 
 
Musingar, Thomas 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Zimbabwe in Angola 
Luanda 
Tel: +244 923 792 590 
 
Nyamukapa, Anesu Arthur  
Chief Economist 
Ministry of Agriculture 
1 Borrowdale Road 
Harare 
Tel: +263 4 797 443 
Email: aanyamukapa@yahoo.com 
 
Gata, Ntombana  
Principal Director 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Harare 
Tel: +263 479 7406 
Email: drgata@yahoo.com 
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OTHER OBSERVERS/AUTRES OBSERVATEURS 
 

HOLY SEE - SAINT-SIÈGE 
 
Msgr. Volante, Renato  
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to  
  FAO 
Fotungu, Piatta San Calisto16, Rome 
Tel: + 39 335 127 3303 
Fax: + 39 06 698 272 234 
Email:  osserfao@nhsfao-ve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
REPRÉSENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET DES INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISÉES

 
  
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (IGOs) 
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

  
SADC SECRETARIAT 
 
Chaura, Bentry Patrice 
Senior Programme Officer 
P/Bag 0095, Gaborone 
Botswana 
Tel: + 267 3951863 
Email:  bchaura@sadc.int 
 
Banda, Alex Miston 
Senior Programme Officer, Environment and  
Sustainable Development 
P/Bag 0095, Gaborone 
Botswana 
Tel: + 267 36 41 742 
Fax: + 267 72 93 97 26 
Email: abanda@sadc.int 
 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF CENTRAL AFRICAN STATES (ECCAS) 
COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE DES ETATS DE L’AFRIQUE CENTRAL (CEEAC) 
 
Beassem, Joel 
Coordinateur, Programme Régional  
Sécurité Alimentaire. 
CEEAC 
BP 2112, Libreville – Gabon 
Tel : + 241 44 47 31 
Fax : + 241 44 47 32 
Email : joël_beassem@yahoo.fr 
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Mba-Asseko, George H. 
Expert Ecosystèmes  
Marins côtiers et Ressources Halieutiques 
CEEAC – ECCAS 
BP 2112, Libreville - Gabon 
Tel : + 241 06 61 11 40 

 
NEPAD SECRETARIAT 
 
Bwelya, Martin 
Senior Specialist 
Head – CAADP Tean 
Box 1234 Halfway House, Midrand 
South Africa 
Email: bwalyan@nepad.org 
 
 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ ANIMALE – WORLD ORGANISATION 
FOR ANIMAL HEALTH (OIE) 
 
Samake, Yavouba 
Adjoint au Représentant 
Regional de l’OIE pour l’Afrique 
BP 2954, Bamako 
Mail 
Tel: + 223 20 24 15 83 
Email: y.samake@oie.int 
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS/ 

OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES NON 
GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
 
ALLIANCE FOR A GREEN REVOLUTION IN AFRICA (AGRA) 
 
Attere, Adeyemi 
Special Assistance to the President of AGRA 
#5th floor Eden Square 
Block I, Westlands 
Box 66773 -00800,  
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: + 254 20 3750 653 
Fax: + 254 73 7021 549 
Email:  fattere@agra-alliance.org 
 
 
 



16 
 

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN THE DRY 
AREAS (ICARDA) 
 
Geletu, Gebre Mariam 
P. O. Box 5689, Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel:  + 251 116 17 2281 
Cell: + 20 05 45 62 
Fax: + 251 116 17 2001 
Email: g.bejiga@cgiar.org 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HOME ECONOMICS 
 
Washi, Sidiga 
Vice President, Regional Africa 
P. O. Box 17555 
Alain-United Arab Emirates 
Email: sidiga@gmail.com 
 
BIOVERSITY INTERNATIONAL 
 

Baidu-Forson, Joseph Jojo  
Regional Director, Sub-Saharan Africa 
P O Box 30677, Nairobi 00100 
Tel : 00254 20 7224507 
E-mail : j.baidu-forson@cgiar.org 
Fax : 00254 20 7224501 

 
 

REGIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS/ 
ORGANISATIONS REGIONALES NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES

 
AFRICAN CAPACITY BUILDING FOUNDATION (ACBF) 
 
Guvheya, Gibson 
Programme Officer 
ACBF 
P. O. Box 1562, Harare 
Zimbabwe 
Tel: + 265 4 700208 
Email: g.guvheya@acbf-pact.org 
 



 
 

FAO STAFF/PERSONNEL DE LA FAO 
 
Mr. Jacques Diouf  Director-General 
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Mr. Mafa Chipeta  Sub-regional Coordinator for Eastern Africa, SFE, Addis 

Ababa 

Mr. Gaoju Han  Sub-regional Coordinator for Southern Africa, SFS, Harare 

Ms. Musa S. Mbenga  Sub-regional Coordinator for Western Africa, SFW, Accra 

Mr. Benoit Horemans  Sub-regional Coordinator for Central Africa, SFC, Libreville 

Mr. Suffyan Koroma  Economist (Trade), ESTT, FAO Rome 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Statement by the 
Director-General of FAO 

Luanda, Angola, 06 May 2010 
 

Mr Chairperson, 
Mr Chairperson of the Council, 
Distinguished Ministers, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is an honour and a great pleasure to be he re w ith y ou today  in th is beau tiful city  of 
Luanda for the Twenty-sixth FAO Regional Conference for Africa. 
 
On behalf o f the Organization and all of y ou, I should lik e to express our gratitud e to th e 
President of  the Republic of Angola, His Ex cellency José Eduardo Dos Santos, to his 
Government and to the peop le of Angola for hosting this  Conf erence and for their  
generous hospitality. 
 
State of food insecurity in the world and in the region 
The work of this Regional Conference ta kes place w hile th e ser ious f inancial and  
economic crisis is not y et over. It has le d to econo mic recession in m any countries, 
affecting the poorer countries  and populations in particul ar. The world population is 
expected to  reach 9.1 billion in 2050. F ood production will h ave to  increas e by  70% 
worldwide and to double in the developing countr ies if we ar e to meet food requirements. 
But we now  have more than 1 billion peopl e in the world w ho are suffering from hunger, 
which is 105 million more than in 2008. As a r esult, one-sixth of hu manity is hungry  and 
malnourished. 
 
In sub-Saharan Africa, si nce 2009, over 269 m illion people  ar e malnourished and 30 
percent of the population suffers  from hunger. This s ituation clearly  demands our urgent 
undivided attention. 
 
The World Sum mit on Food Secu rity organized by FAO in  Ro me in Novem ber 2009 
pledged to eradicate hunger in the world. 
 
The dev eloping coun tries ar e more i ntegrated into th e w orld’s fina ncial and co mmercial 
activities because of econo mic globalization. This has raised their exposure to  shocks in 
international markets, resulting in widespread reductions in their financial and trade flows 
and in funds available for development programmes. 
 
The crisis  has however placed agriculture and food security  at the heart of national and 
regional development policies and programmes, which allows us to look to the next decade 
with greater  opti mism. This new order of pr iorities should be an oppor tunity to support  
small producers and strengthen family farming. 
 
Agricultural development in the region in 2008-2009 
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Africa is rich in ar able land, water and labour. With appropriate policies, it could increas e 
its agricultural production, its income and its food security. Africa accounts for 2 to 3% of 
world Gross Dom estic Product (GDP); its agri cultural GDP accounts for just over 5% of 
the w orld total; its trade in  agricultural co mmodities is  less than  2% and d eclining. 
Agriculture is not always a regional priority, even though it employs 57% of the region’s 
workforce and accounts for 20% of its GDP and 11% of its exports. 
 
Agriculture remains the key  to future indus trialization and poverty reduction. It  also has a 
strong multiplier effect on economies of between 1.5 and 2.7%. Agricultural production in 
the region has increased mainly on account of m ore cropland, which has expanded at 7 to 
20% per year during the past 20 years. 
 
Since the 1970s, agricultural imports have continued to outpace exports. Africa is  
becoming a larger net im porter of food co mmodities. Each y ear it spends 33 billion US 
dollars on agricultural imports, mostly foodstuffs, while its exports have stood still at 14 to 
15 billion US dollars. 
 
Crops 
In 2008, Africa produced 152.3 million tonnes of cereals, up 12% from  the previous year. 
Forecasts for 2009 are that Africa's cereal production could reach 160 million tonnes. 
 
Livestock 
Livestock represents 35% of th e region' s GDP, or 4.4% of th e global value of livestock 
products. Annual growth in meat, m ilk and egg production re mains betw een 2 and 3%, 
while the corresponding developing country average is over 4%. 
 
Although Africa is the c ontinent with the most forage resources, its livestock development 
has lagged behind th e other continents. I ts growth has not matched population growth, 
especially in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Fisheries and aquaculture 
African fisheries production has levelled off at som e 8 million tonnes per y ear, with 90% 
of this coming from small producers. Fish is th e main source of protein for the bulk of the 
African population but per capita fish consu mption is only  7.6 kg per year, which is half 
the world average. Africa is also the only region in the world in which fis h consumption is 
decreasing. 
 
Historically, aquaculture has onl y c ontributed m odestly to food secur ity and econo mic 
development in the region. However, the shar per investment focus on African aquaculture 
has produced a much greater availability of farmed fish on local markets. 
 
Forestry 
Africa has about 674 m illion hectares of forest, or 17% of gl obal forest cove r. However, 
the region also suffers extensive losses.  In the ten y ears between 2000 and 2010 the 
region's forest cover diminished by 3.4 million hectares each year (or 0.49%). 
 
There is therefore an urgent need for appropriate strategies and new mechanisms to combat 
forest degradation and deforestation in the region. 
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Mr Chairperson, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Main challenges for the region 
The causes of food insecu rity in Africa re main the s ame as those I mentioned at the las t 
Regional Conference in 2008 in Nairobi. W ater cont rol is the deter mining factor for 
securing production and rapidly raising agricultural productiv ity in Africa, where les s than 
4% of renewable water resources ar e used, compared to 20% in Asia. Ninety -three percent 
of Africa’s arable land is dependent on unpredictable rainfall, with a greater risk of drought 
because of climate change. 
 
The use of m odern inputs is very  inadequate. Africa applies only 16 kilos of fertilizer per  
hectare, compared to 152 kilos in South A merica and 162 kilos in As ia. The level is even 
lower in sub-Saharan Africa which onl y applies 9 kilos per hectare.  The i mproved seeds  
that fuelled the G reen Revo lution in A sia an d Lat in A merica ar e r arely used in A frica, 
where only  one- third of  seeds ar e sy stematically contr olled and certified. Transpor t 
infrastructure and storage and packaging facilities are lacking. Rural roads are comparable 
to thos e of India in the ear ly 1970s. Harv est losses can am ount to 40%, even 60% for 
certain products. And tr ansboundary ani mal and plant pests  and diseas es pose a s erious 
threat to Africa’s food security. 
 
Underinvestment in agriculture is the cor e reason for underdev elopment of the sector and 
hunger in Africa. The share of  worldwide Official Deve lopment Assistance (ODA) 
devoted to agriculture, f orests and fisheries has fallen from 19% in 1980 to 5% today. In 
response to the Maputo Declar ation in 2003, only nine countries currently allocate at leas t 
10% of their national budgets to agriculture and rural de velopment. It is however  
encouraging to note th e policy change at the G8 meeting in L' Aquila in Jul y 2009 which 
advocated greater production from small farmers in the food-deficit developing countries, a 
change that was echoe d at the FAO World Summit on Food Security  last Nove mber. The 
Heads of State and Government pledged to boost the share of ODA allocated to agriculture 
and food security, on the basis of requests from individual countries. 
 
Mr Chairperson, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
I am pleased to note th at the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
of NEPAD, the CAADP, for which we have all worked so tire lessly, is being adopted by  a 
growing number of countries. In  this context, F AO helps update national s trategies for the 
development of agriculture and food security . Implementation of the CAADP requires an 
annual investment of som e 25 billion US dollars. CAADP round tables have so  far led to 
the signature of Co mpacts for 18 African coun tries. FAO helped prepare those Compacts. 
FAO is also providing assist ance to several countries in  the draf ting of corresponding 
investment plans. It will reply  favourably  to requests from other countries s eeking FAO 
assistance in their post-Compact process. 
 
 
Global and regional challenges 
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Food security  faces many new challeng es: climate change, increased demand in ter ms of 
quantity and quality , c ompetition from  biofue ls whose production tripled between 2000 
and 2008. There is also rapid population growth, urbanization and migration, animal and 
plant disease and volatility of agricultural prices. 
 
 
(Climate change and bioenergy)   
Mitigating the i mpacts of cli mate change will largely  depend on progress in producing 
plant v arieties and ani mal br eeds th at ar e better ad apted to ch anging ecosy stems and on 
greater invest ment in ir rigation, rural and co mmunication in frastructure and sustainable 
resource management. FAO is prom oting th e use of conservation far ming techniques  
which enr ich soil with organic matter, raise soil hum idity and incr ease carbon 
sequestration. 
 
The production of bioenergy  under appropriate conditions coul d help r aise rural inco me, 
provided prudent policies and r egulations are adopted that can bala nce food security  and 
large-scale biofuel production. 
 
At the Copenhagen Summit on climate change in December 2009, the developed countries 
pledged an additional 30 bi llion US dollars in the period 2010-2012 for developing 
countries, small island states and Africa, divided equally for adaptation and mitigation. The 
agreement calls for the esta blishment of a “Cope nhagen Green Cli mate Fund” as the 
operating ar m of th e Accord’s financial mechanism.  Th e fund will support projects,  
programmes, policies and other activities in developing count ries rela ted to mitigation, 
adaptation, capacity building, development and transfer of technology. 
 
(Soaring food prices) 
The spectacular rise in food prices in 2007-2008 and the global recession have exacerbated 
poverty and food insecurity in many African countries, where more than 50% of household 
income is spent on food. The lates t assess ment of countries facing food e mergencies 
identifies 33 such countries, with 22 in Africa.  
 
In the framework of FAO’s Initiative on Soaring Food Prices launched in December 2007, 
35 African countries  have r eceived technical and financial assist ance fro m the 
Organization’s own resources , for a total of  15.7 m illion US dollars. The European 
Union’s Food Facility has cont ributed 317.5 million US dollar s to i mprove small farmer 
access to inputs and quality  services. A nu mber of African countries should be 
beneficiaries of this initiative. 
 
Mr Chairperson, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Agenda of the Conference 
 
This Tw enty-sixth Reg ional Conf erence w ill be  infor med of F AO activ ities and w ill b e 
examining issues that impact on millions of people in the region. The Conference will also 
discuss priority themes, including: 
• FAO s upport for ac celerated i mplementation of t he C omprehensive Africa Agri culture 

Development Programme; 
• implications of climate change for food security and natural resource management in Africa; 



 24

• implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action for FAO Renewal in rela tion to the i ssue of 
FAO’s decentralized offices network; 

• reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 
 
A Forum on Inve stment in Afri can Agriculture has been or ganized as a sid e event of the 
Conference. Y ou w ill also be brief ed on the results of regional pr ocesses in cluding the 
work of the commissions on agricultural statistics, fisheries and forestry. 
 
 
FAO reform 
FAO is currently undergoing the most profound process of refor m to take place within th e 
United Nations system. It is renewing all its work arrangements and the way it performs its 
mandate and delivers its services to member countries. 
 
Implementation of the Imm ediate Plan of Ac tion has been the pr imary objective of both 
the Member Nations and the Secr etariat since it was adopted at the Spec ial Session of the 
FAO Conference in Nove mber 2008. The main elements of the Immediate Plan of A ction 
are: 
 
• adoption of a planning framework and a new results-based culture; 
• decentralization and greater delegation of authority; 
• organizational streamlining; 
• improved management of human resources; 
• more effective governance. 
Since January , the regional o ffices have been re sponsible for oversee ing the budget and 
programme for techn ical officers in  the r egion. They will g radually assume leadership of 
the substantive work of country  offices. In addition, the staff of regional offices have been 
trained to take responsibility for the Technical Cooperation Programme. 
 
To facilitate the align ment of our ad ministrative structure with a results-based framework, 
a comprehensive restructuring of FAO Headquarters was init iated in 2009 and is due for 
completion in 2012. A key  ele ment of this ex ercise has  been the elimination of 40 
Director-level positions  to produce a flatter  Or ganizational structure and hier archy.  
 
The Independent Chair person of the Council will explain thes e activities in m ore detail, 
especially at the level of Representatives of the Member Nations.  
 
Reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  
Last Nove mber, the 36th sessi on of the FAO Conf erence approved an other s ignificant 
reform, that of the Co mmittee on World Food Security (CFS). The purpose of CFS refor m 
is to improve governance of world food security, using existing structures and programmes 
and creating effective partnerships.  
 
The renewed CFS has the following important characteristics:  
• it is a global forum for discussion to foster a convergence of views on the causes and 

consequences of food insecurity and on the modalities of necessary action;  
• it is a mechanism for the gl obal coordination of effo rts to eli minate hunger and 

ensure their long-term coherence and effectiveness; 
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• it operates on a solid scientific basis and includes a High-Level Panel of Experts that 
will h elp it mak e th e right decis ions by  providing objectiv e and impartial res earch 
and analysis; 

• it is open to all stakeholders and includes repr esentatives of govern ments, regional 
and global institutions, ec onomic and financial partners, farm er organizations, the 
private s ector, non-govern mental organizations, foundati ons and civil society . 
 

But if the CFS is to serve as a platf orm for high-level  intergovernmental decision-making 
and thus to acquire po litical cr edibility, governm ents must be r epresented at ministerial 
level at its  m eetings. Equall y important,  in  addition  to  th e lin e mi nistries and th eir 
technical departments, ministers of c ooperation and development must also participate in 
discussions on key economic and financial issues.  
 
At the national level, it is es sential to establish partnershi ps involving F ood Security 
Thematic Groups and Nation al Allian ces Against Hunger,  which will need to b e 
strengthened. These two mechanisms should support the nationa l authorities in ensur ing a 
rational allocation and utilization of budg etary resources, O fficial Developm ent 
Assistance, domestic private investment and foreign direct investment.  
 
Thus the new Committee on World Food Security, its High-Level Panel of Experts and the 
national mechanisms w ill provid e th e corn erstone of the G lobal P artnership for 
Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Mr Chairperson, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Only five years separate us from 2015, the date by which the 192 member governments of 
the Organization pledged, in 1996, to halve the number of people suffering from hunger. 
I remain convinced that with the political will and good governance, Afri ca will be able to 
develop its agriculture in orde r to adequately  feed its populat ion. This political will was 
expressed in the M aputo Declaration of 2003, reiter ated in the Abuja Declaration on Food 
Security of 2006 and subs equently reaffirmed in different plans for implementation of the 
CAADP. I t must now  tr anslate in to coh erent, realis tic pro grammes t hat ca n be  ra pidly 
implemented to achieve the objectives that have been set. 
 
The problem of food insecur ity is a political is sue. It is the decis ions of govern ments that 
determine the allocation of resources between sectors. I welcome the vision of the serving 
Chairman of the Assembly of the African Union, His Excellency Mr Bingu Wa Mutharika, 
President of the Republic of Malawi, as expressed in his investiture speech. He challenged 
his peers to step fro m words to deeds by  focusing on agriculture and food security  so that, 
five years from now, no African child will be dying of hunger and malnutrition. 
 
With y our support and  true to  its  mission, F AO will co ntinue to p rovide tech nical 
assistance to its member countries in formulating and implementing policies, strategies and 
programmes ai med at overco ming the challenge of food insecurity in Africa and 
elsewhere. 
 
I thank you for your kind attention and wish you every success in your work.   
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APPENDIX E 
 

Statement by the 
Independent Chairman of the Council 

Luanda, Angola, 6 May 2010 
 

 
Your Excellency the Representative,  
Mr Chairperson of the Conference, 
Distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegation,  
Mr Director-General, 
Madam Representative of the FAO Regional Office for Africa, 
Honourable Delegates and Observers, 
(Civil Society, Regional Organizations, as appropriate…)  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Introduction 
 
May I be permitted, on behalf of the Council of FAO, to ex press my warmest thanks to the 
Government of the Republic of Angola for having organized this Regional Conference and 
for having put in place all the necess ary facilities. I should also like to thank the Angolan 
people for their wonder ful welcome and their generosity  which I was able to experience 
during visits yesterday.  
 
It is an honour and a plea sure to tak e par t in  this Regional Confer ence. Our session in 
Luanda is the second of five Regional Conferences in 2010. Last week I was in Panama for 
the Regional Conference for Latin A merica and the Caribbean, and I can confirm to y ou 
that th ese meet ings ar e now  of  crit ical i mportance g iven the n ew r ole th at th e me mber 
countries have given them under the reform plan adopted in 2008, a nd for which the Bas ic 
Texts were amended in 2009. 
  
The 2010 cy cle of Regional Conf erences is a land mark in th e institutional life of  the 
Organization as it cons titutes the first bienniu m of implementation of the refor m plan, the 
Immediate Plan of Action. Its i mplementation, financed from the regular budget, is  under 
our collective responsibility  and calls for su stained efforts on the part of the member 
countries, the Secretariat in Rome and the decentralized offices. 
 
As we approach the 139th Session of the Council in May, I wish to take this opportunity: 
 
1. to brief y ou on the unfoldi ng of my m andate as Independent Ch airperson of the 

Council and to report to y ou on the acco mplishment of th e mission that y ou have 
entrusted to me; 

 
2. to provide a progress report on implementation of the reform plan, in my capacity as 

Chair of the  Co mmittee on Re form, a nd on the  func tioning of the  Ope n-Ended 
Working Group on Measures Designed to In crease the Efficien cy of Governing 
Bodies (OEWG), which I also chair; 

 
3. to envision developments for these different bodies. 
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First, the unfolding of my mandate 
 
You elected me in Nove mber. My work is guided by  five principal axes which I should 
like to share with you: 
 
1. Collegiality: I have introduced a process of informal coordination of the Chairs  

of the Committees with limited membership and the Vice-Chairs of the Committee 
on Reform whose first meeting was on 9 March. I think the best option is to adopt a 
consensual and cross-cutting appr oach to  the tasks that lie before us. Re gular 
meetings of  this group should facilita te co mmunication a nd the s earch for a  
common vis ion in order  to address the tim e lim its se t for our agenda. Broader  
consultation to involve the Chair of the  CFS (Committee on World Food  Security) 
and the Technical Committees of the Council is programmed for early June. 

 
2. Subsidiarity: It is essential that the governing bodies maximize the coordination of 

their actions to avoid duplic ation and repetition. As we  proceed from  one level to 
the next, each level needs to have its added valu e. I make sure that what is dealt 
with at one level is not d ealt with again at a higher level. In  this connection, 
intersessional work is essential and reflects the spirit of reform. Positive initiatives 
have been taken in this sens e. They go in th e right direction in that they permit in-
depth preparation of the formal sessions. 

 
3. Ownership: Essential dialogue wi thin and w ith the Regional Groups must draw 

upon regular meetings so that each group can express its concerns and proposals. I  
therefore invited the Chairs  of the Regional Groups to working m eetings on 15 
March, 22 March and 21 April to deal in p articular with the topic of field visits. I 
take this opportunity  to thank the Chair of the Afri ca Group, Egy pt, and the Vice-
Chair, Tanzania, for their active collaboration. 

 
4. Independence: Each of y ou knows that it  i s important to maintain this c riterion, 

both in r elation to the Me mbers and to the S ecretariat and the O ffice of  th e 
Director-General, with whom changes are under way in a constructive atmosphere. 
Rest a ssured tha t I view th e obs ervance of  th is ind ependence as cr ucial to th e 
success of m y mission. I strive  each da y to m aintain it, especially in view  of  the 
important looming deadlines, including the election of the Director-General in 2011 
at the Thirty-seventh Session of the Conference. 

 
5. Partnership: Partnership is ess ential to our mission and w e need to f ind ways of 

developing it in all its  forms: o ther UN agencies, States, civil society , NGOs and 
private enterprise. 

 
Second, what is the state of progress of reform? 
  
Reform is unde r way. The time is ripe  for c ollective action and w e need to h elp maintain 
the momentum of the refor m process, which is  still fragile. Together  we m ust counter all 
forms of inertia, making best  possible use of the Organizat ion’s human resources, which 
we all know to be top quality .  Internal communication is essential for it is th e staff who 
handle the everyday implementation of reform. External communication is also essential 
and each country should play its part. 
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That is how  w e can  exp ect con crete r esults, both in Ro me and in your region. The new  
methods of work and preparati on of the Co mmittees with limited membership will lead to 
even m ore precise recommendations for the Council in  May . And as y ou know, the 
Council has been given ad ded responsibilities in planning, establishing priorities, control, 
oversight and m onitoring the implementation of governance decisions. The s ession of the 
Council in May will directly benefit from the conclusions of the Regional Conference that 
gathers us today in Luanda. 
 
The schedule of meetings of the Committee on Reform has been revised so that two can be 
held before the su mmer. Following our first m eeting of 8 April,  I w ish to tak e stock with 
you on four core processes of our road map: 
 
1.  The open-ended working group on the efficiency of the governing bodies: This was 

formally initiated on 9 April and its tenta tive work schedule adopted. Intersessional 
work has been anticipated given the sensitivity of the topic of Representation on the 
Council. 

 
2.  The process  of preparati on of the infor mal meeting on the integration  of extra-

budgetary funding : On 14 A pril, the join t session of the Fi nance and Progra mme 
Committees underlin ed the n eed to defin e th e prep aratory condition s for this  
meeting, scheduled under the IPA. We should address this  issue and take decis ions 
at our next meetings on the monitoring of reform. 

 
3.  Preparation for elect ion of  the D irector-General: The addr ess of candidates to the 

Council and Conference was on the agenda of the se ssion of the Co mmittee on 
Constitutional and Legal Matters which was held las t week in Ro me. Proposals 
have b een p ut f orward by  the S ecretariat, mainly on the basis of  a co mparative 
analysis of rules and practices in effect in other UN agencies. Recommendations to 
be transmitted to the Council will be di scussed in May . A vacancy announcement 
for the office of Director-General has recently been posted on the FAO website. 

 
4.  Status of the Regional Conf erences: The r eform of g overnance introduced 

significant change at the regional level, with the Regional Conferences now having 
full governing body  status. Hen ceforth th ey wil l b e h ierarchically linked to th e 
Conference and to the Council, to which they will also report: 

-  in the first case, on aspects relating to policy and regulation; 
-  in the second case, on matters relating to programme and budget. In this regard the 
 Programme Committee requested that y our attention be drawn to the  evaluation of 
 FAO’s  role and work re lated to wa ter, so that your recommendations can be taken 
 into account when determining the Organization’s priorities. 

 
This is a remarkable step towards the consolidation of governance at regional level. 
  
Moreover, as the  CFS re ports to the Council on progra mme and budgetary  m atters, I  
should like to co mment on the work of the Bur eau of this Co mmittee, which I consider to 
be extr emely positive.  The sign ificant adv ances that h ave emerged can only  benefit th e 
relationship betwee n the CFS and the Counci l. Th is liaison w ill also facilitate th e 
establishment of the G lobal Partnership for Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition, 
involving the specialized agencies in Rome - FAO, IFAD, WFP and Bioversity - as well as 
the civil society which I met in Rome and here in Luanda for Africa. This Conference will 



 29

be exa mining this issu e in detail, as there is a corresponding ite m on  its agenda, in the 
presence of the Chair of the CFS Bureau. 
 
What is the short-term outlook?  
 
The entry into effect of the new scheduling for the Conference, now to be held in June, will 
shorten this current bienniu m by some six months. The agenda is th erefore heavy and w e 
will have to make best possible use of the time available. 
 
In this regard, work conducted in informal groups is a good  approach, on c ondition that is 
transparent, open and co mpatible with the for mal sessions of the governing bodies, w hose 
decisions it must not pre-empt. This approach provides for early and careful preparation of 
important events,  such  as the el ection of  th e Director-General or  cons ideration of  extr a-
budgetary funding in the prep aration of the Progra mme of Work and Budget 2012- 2013. 
But it m ust remain coordinated and align ed with the work of the Co mmittee on  Reform, 
the Council and other formal or informal bodies. 
 
The ne xt meetings of the  Co mmittee on Reform will be  dea ling with the  decentralized 
offices and staff rotation policy. These are important issues for decentralization, whose 
discussion could be  enligh tened by  the vi ews and recommendations of the Regional 
Conferences that will be taking place in the meantime. My meetings with you and with the 
FAO Country Office in Luanda a nd the Regional Office for Afri ca have reassured me that 
we share th e necessary interest in this topic. I will facilitate cons ideration of the in puts of 
the Regional Confer ences in  the decision- making pr ocesses, p articularly during 
deliberations of the Council. 
 
The Co mmittees h ave exa mined i ssues of dir ect relevance to decentralization, such as  
progress in i mplementing the Technica l Cooperation Progra mme. The Programme  
Committee specifically recommended that, w ith support from the Secretar iat, I tak e 
measures for the  Regional Conferences to be in a position to f ormulate pr ecise 
recommendations to the Council on the priori ty areas of regions. Mr Chair man, you and 
your counterparts at th e other Regional Conf erences have a new role to  play for the next 
conference. 
 
I will i mplement this  reco mmendation, par ticularly in the for mulation of the next 
Programme of Work and Budget. 
 
You will als o know that my mandate calls for continu ed contact with institutions dealing  
with subjects falling within FAO’s rem it, so that the Council is  kept abr east of 
corresponding developments. In this regard, I wish  to inform you that I intend to attend, in 
July, the 33rd Session of the Codex Al imentarius Commission and no doubt ECOSOC, and 
in September the S ummit on th e Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), where I shall 
be meeting other international agencies. I  shal l also be pur suing my contacts w ith staf f 
representatives and stepping up m y meetings with represen tatives of  civ il soci ety, 
particularly NGOs, and of course WFP and IFAD. I shall make sure that the Council is  
kept abreast of debates of inte rest to FAO in othe r fora, and that dialogue is pursu ed with 
other governing bodies, notably  t hose of the other Ro me-based institutions dealing with 
food and agriculture. A specific  item on this matter is in fact  on the agenda of the Council 
session taking place in two weeks’ time in Rome.  
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Finally, I h ave pl anned se veral missions to the field to coin cide w ith th e Reg ional 
Conferences, so that I  can meet the beneficiaries of FAO’s work and assess the i mpact of 
reform. Such is the case this  week in Angola. I wish to thank y ou Mr Minister , y our 
administration and the FAO Re presentatives for ha ving per mitted my first-hand contact 
with the field.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
To conclude, I wish to assure y ou of m y complete availability for the mission y ou have 
entrusted to m e, both in  Rome and in the field. I wish to  hear your concerns which I  am 
ready to pass on to all Member Countries, whenever necessary. 
 
We need to re main focused on the im plementation of reform , homing in on the essentials  
without reopening settled issues. The road is  long and str ewn with obstacles. The process 
is still fra gile. We  must remain unite d and c ommitted to make FAO m ore e ffective a nd 
more responsive at di fferent levels, and we must strengthen the Me mbers’ accountability 
permanently and not jus t during the Conferen ces to achieve our prim ary goal of fighting 
better against hunger. 
 
Everyone is w ell aw are of th e pr imary r ole of  agr iculture in A frican econo mies and  
society. For most African countries, agriculture is the key sector of the economy, including 
for exports, and has a pr ominent social i mpact. African agri culture nevertheless continues  
to face multiple constraints and ch allenges th at also  con cern F AO. This Conf erence is  
therefore called upon to ex amine the Programme of Work and Budget for 2010–2011, and 
also to formulate recommendations on areas of priority  action for Africa during the course 
of the 2012–2013 bienniu m. In this  regard, I note with inter est the focus placed on the 
following regional priorities: 
 

• promoting a sustainable increase and the diversification of agricultural production; 
• promoting the sus tainable management a nd ut ilization of natur al resources , 

including land and water, as well as fishery and forest resources; 
• promoting trade through easier market access and stronger sanitary measures; 
• adopting and implementing effectual agricultural policies; 
• enhancing the management of information and knowledge; 
• building capacity to deal with emergency situations and to manage risk.  

  
But I wish to assure you that reform is not an end in itself, but is rather a means of ensuring 
greater efficiency and effectiveness of FAO at all levels. The Secretariat and Management 
have al ready em barked on prom ising actions f or cultur e ch ange. The regions, including 
yours, are now better structured to respond to such change. 
 
But also, the Governing Bodies, the Council, the Committees and indeed, I m yself, have 
changed culture to brin g each country delegation more closely into the everyday workings 
of FAO. This is essential if we are to perform our duties to the full, everywhere in the field, 
in all countries. It is equally important to promote FAO’s influence and recognition among 
international bodies. 
 
Along the lines of action with the CFS (Co mmittee on World Food  Security ), we have 
other platforms where stronger cohesion is r equired (Water, Land, Cli mate...). We need to 
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be proactive play ers in this regard. That is the underly ing thrust  of FAO refor m. And 
driving us all forward is our haste to eradicate world hunger, once and for all. 
 
I wish you every success in your work and thank you for your kind attention. 
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APPENDIX F 
 

Statement by 
His Excellency Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos,  

Vice-President of the Republic of Angola, 
 at the opening ceremony Luanda on 06 May 2010 

 
 (1*) 
 
HONOURABLE CHAIRMAN OF THE FAO INDEPENDENT COUNCIL; 
HONOURABLE FAO DIRECTOR GENERAL; 
HONOURABLE FAO REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA; 
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT; 
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT; 
DISTINGUISHED INVITED GUESTS; 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
It is with a great pleasu re that Angola hosts the 26 th FAO Regional Conference for Africa 
and w elcomes al l th e par ticipants, especi ally the Mini sters of  A griculture f rom th e 
countries of our Continent, w ho have the responsibility to m aterialize and make the theme 
that we proposed for this conference “Investment in agriculture to ensure food security 
in Africa” effective, by finding the ways to de velop agr icultural production and, thus, 
guarantee the sustainable food security in Africa. 
 
The in ternational fin ancial and econo mic cr isis, w hich w eakened t he econo mies of  
developed countries an d affected in a nega tive manner the economies of the developing, 
combined with the food crisis and the harmful effects of the climate change, aggravated the 
most vulnerable people’s situation, especially in Africa. 
 
The lates t y ears were particularly difficult for the m ajority of our countries, in the 
economic, financial and food security domains. 
 
For us, this Conferen ce will be a gr eat opportu nity to shar e with  y ou the progress es we 
have been achieving in the development of  agr iculture a nd the diversification of our 
economy, which was for many long years practically dependent on oil and diamonds. 
 
With effective peace an d stability  obtained in  2002, it w as just natu ral that the non-oil 
sector, in which agriculture is  included, pass ed from below 5 percent to 58 pe rcent of the 
Gross Domestic Product, leadi ng to the cr eation of job posts  and the i mprovement in the 
quality of living of the populations. 
 
For this, it was necessary  to resettle hundreds of thousands of  displaced persons refugees  
and demobilized soldiers and respective families in the ir zones of origin, providing the m 
with means for their i mmediate survival and re-launching of their productive activity ; to 
demine the fields; to  re habilitate roa ds and bridges and  to r e-establish th e n ormal 
circulation of persons and goods. 
 
This re sult re flects the  e fforts that the G overnment is doing in order  to r eactivate a nd 
diversify the economy and develop actions in the rural sector which permit to increase the 
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agriculture production, reduce the external dependence in terms of agricultur al and 
livestock products and to conduct an effe ctive co mbat agains t hunger and poverty , 
preconditions that make sure that it is possible to  reach the goals planned for this pur pose 
up to 2015. 
 
Angola has significant and i mportant land r esources for the develop ment of agr iculture. 
Out of a total surface of 124 m illion hectar es that the coun try has, about 35 m illion are 
classified as potentially arable, of whic h 30 million are virgin la nds and the rem aining 5 
million are cultivated lands. Associated to the  land a re the water resources represented by 
47 hydrological basins. 
 
Between 2005 and 2009 the agricultural and livestock production increased and the 
country already has production surpluses in crops such as cassava. 
 
However, Angola still is in deficit in te rms of production of cereals  (rice, wheat and 
maize), meat and dairy  products, what forces th e country to resort to  commercial imports 
to cover the deficit in ter ms of these products. But our objectiv e is to reduce the deficits  
and the imports, increasing the domestic production of these products. 
 
The need to increase the production and productivity in food and commercial crops poses a 
big challenge to th e country . In this  confor mity, Angol a is working in restructuring the 
Agricultural Research System, in th e rehabilitation of the Zoo-technical and Agricultur al 
Research Stations, in granting credits to the small and mid-level producers, in the incentive 
of the co mmercialization and the techn ical assistance t o agr icultural pr oducers and  
fishermen, a cr edit l ine in th e amount of  US$ 350 million having been approved for the 
purpose. 
 
The government is promoting agro-industrial poles in various localitie s in the country  and 
projects for the resettlement of the populations to increase the agricultural production, both 
family and commercial production. 
 
Along with this, the G overnment is co mmitted to guaran tee, in the fra mework of its  
“Water for all” programm e, the supply until 2 010 of potable water not only  to t he towns 
and peri-urban ar eas, but also to  the rural zones, and to rati onally use the coun try’s water 
resources in support to the agricultural and industrial activity. 
 
In this context, plans are already identified for the development of the hydrological basins, 
such as, the Cunene, the Okava ngo, in the Cubango River, in a ddition to other projects in 
other Provinces, and more one hundred million US dollars are earmarked with a view to 
invest in the irrigated perimeters. 
 
Thus, the Governm ent’s strategy  continu e to  materialize as it is d efined in th e Rural 
Development and Poverty Reduction Programme and in the National Food and Nutritional 
Security Strategy , which have  th e objectiv e to t pr omote a sustain able co mbat ag ainst 
hunger and the external poverty , guaranteeing the harmonious and integrated development 
of the communities, contributing to stop the rural exodus. 
 
This w ay, it b ecomes possibl e to i mprove the pa yment b alance and contribute o th e 
macroeconomic stabilization and reduce the vulnerab ility of the coun try’s economy to th e 
international fluctuations in the oil prices. 
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Dear Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Few days ago, the President of  the Republic pro mulgated the Biofuels Law, approved by  
the National Assembly (Angolan Parliament), which takes into account the potentialities of 
the country in the prod uction of agricultural goods, not only  for fo od, but also for the 
production of biofuels and for the generation of electrical power. 
 
Inn its general principles, this law establishes that the rational concession of lands for this  
purpose should be pro moted outside the limits of lands with fertile soil s, in order to avoid 
the competition and land conflicts between food production and biofuels production, which 
should occur on lands of poor agricultural capacity, that is, on marginal lands. 
 
Thus, despite the need to ad apt ourselves to the new tec hnologies and integrate other  
energy sources to th e energetic matrix of the country, our highest prio rity continues to b e 
the production aimed at the satisfaction of the population’s food diet. 
 
During this Conference, you will have the opportunity to discuss the red hot issues related 
to the cl imate change, which demand to t ake adequate measures to pr event and at tenuate 
the harmful effects. 
 
You will also address issues related to F ood S ecurity stemm ing from  th e L ast World  
Summit, held la st y ear in Ro me; the  Co mprehensive A frican A griculture D evelopment 
Programme in the fra mework of NEPAD, th e refor m of the Food Security Co mmittee, 
examine th e lev el of fulfil ment of the reco mmendations adopted in  Nairobi, Kenya, and 
define the Action Plan for 2010/2011. 
 
It is a difficult and a mbitious work plan, but I a m sure that, with y our knowledge and 
competence, it will be possible to identify funding sources f or the agricultural production, 
both internal and extern al, in order  to ensur e the maintenance and enha ncement of th e 
agricultural productive capacity in our countries. 
 
It is important that we work in order to, at the level of our countries, create mechanisms for 
the ex change of  t echnical a nd s cientific knowled ge, e xperiences, i ncluding traditional 
knowledge. We think that FAO might play a fundamental role for the concretization of this 
purpose. 
 
We must also work t owards the adoption of national a nd regional str ategies and 
programmes in the do mains of agriculture, commerce, water and tr aining which can be 
implemented with the support and experience of FAO and other United Nations Agencies. 
 
Only with the active and interested contribution of all of us, we can  achieve the ambitious 
goals of r educing to half hunger and poverty  towards their to tal eradication fro m the face 
of the earth. 
 
Dear Participants 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 



 35

Allow me to avail myself of this solem n occasion to a ddress a word of recognition for the 
efforts developed along decades by FAO in favour of the development of agriculture in the 
world and in Africa, in particular. 
 
I equally address a word of appreciation to D r, Jacqu es D iouf f or the co mmitment and 
dedication to the organizati on and his constant concern with th e proble ms o f th e 
eradication of poverty and hunger in the world. 
 
I, therefore, declare the 26th FAO Regional Conference for Africa open. 
 
I wish you many successes in your work! 
 
Long live Africa! 
 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
 
 
(1*) Before his speech, His Excellency Vice-President of the Republic requested the 

participants present at the Conference to observe a minute of silence in memory of 
the deceased President of Nigeria, Umaru Yar’Adua. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 36

 
APPENDIX G 

 
 

Statement by the 
Outgoing Chairman 

Assistant Minister for Agriculture of the Republic of Kenya 
 

Your Excellency, Hon. Jose’ Eduardo dos Santos, President of the Republic of Angola 
Director General of FAO 
Distinguished Ministers 
Excellencies 
Distinguished Delegates 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to take th is opportunity  to first thank the or ganizers and the people of th e 
Republic of Angola for the war m welco me and reception accord ed to m e and m y 
delegation since our arrival in Luanda for the 26th FAO Regional conference. 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
We still recall the meeting of the 25th Regional Conference held in Nairobi, Kenya and it is 
my honour to convey war m greetings fro m His Excellency  Hon Mwai Kibaki, the 
President of the Republic of Kenya and his wish for successful deliberation. 
 
As you will recall, the last conference was held at a ti me when the world and in particular  
Africa was experiencing harsh economic times which led to serious food crisis. 
 
Many of our m ember countries  w itnessed s tagnation in agri cultural produc tivity, high 
fertilizer a nd fue l c osts for farm o perations, as w ell as ef fects of  cl imate ch ange. Th e 
situation caused in crease in food pr ices and  hen ce af fecting survival of our peopl e 
especially the most vulnerable in the societies. Many  of o ur people ar e s till living below  
the poverty line i.e. less than a dollar a day. 
 
The Delegates at the las t conference made practical recommendations to resolve the food 
crisis and indeed looked at the more lasting solutions to the situation in the future. It is my 
hope that the delegates will be informed about the various measures the member countries 
are taking to address the situation. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I w ish to highligh t a few  of K enya’s ach ievements on so me of th e critical ar eas agreed  
upon during the last conference:- 
 
Food security  remains a cri tical is sue in K enya since the population living below the 
poverty line continues to rise and now is esti mated at 56%  and this may rise to 66% b y 
2015 if not checked. 
 
Various programmes and projects have been la unched and revived ove r the last few years 
aimed at achieving this ove rall goal. Key among these are efforts such as  Njaa Marufuku 
Kenya (NMK) program me, and the National Accele rated Agricultur al Inputs Access  
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Programme (NAAIAP) amongst ot her Governm ent-led interven tions to m itigate against 
hunger and food insecurity. 
 
In an effort to enhance Public-Private Partnerships, the Government is also partnering with 
various financial institutions to avail affordable credit to farmers in order to facilitate food 
production under a progra mme nam ed KILI MO BIASHARA which m eans ‘FARMING 
AS A BUSINESS’.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
With r egard to  policy , the ag riculture sector  ministries d id co mplete th e co mprehensive 
National Food and Nutr ition Policy which now  awaits Cabinet approva l. The policy is 
expected to address the challenges we face in attainment of food security for all. 
 

The Government has also reviewed various policies that affect agr icultural production and 
formulated the National Agri culture S ector E xtension P olicy (N ASEP) to help  in  
addressing all the co ncerns of technology  transfer, f ood adequacy , nutritional s tatus, 
monitoring, storage and distribution of food in the country. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
In its continued efforts to boost food securi ty, t he Governm ent initiated The Econo mic 
Stimulus Progra mme in 2009. One  of the m ajor objectives of this progra mme was to 
achieve in the long ter m food self sufficiency  for all Keny ans through the rehabilitation 
and development of irri gation schemes as Keny a uses onl y one-fifth of its total irrigation 
potential. 
 
The first phase of the project focused on rehabilitation of infrastructure and optimization of 
crop production in existing pub lic irrigation sc hemes under i mplementation by our 
Ministries of Agriculture, Water and Irrigation, Regional Development, Youth and Sports. 
In the first season, the project targeted to produce 329,000 metric tons of maize from 5,640 
ha and 565,650 metric tons of rice from 8,380 ha.  
 
So far 3,336 ha. of m aize and 12,260 ha. of rice have been planted the latter having 
surpassed the set target.  
Harvesting is going on in all the 5 s chemes growing maize and in the 5 schemes growing 
rice. 
 
The Government has so far released over 19 million USD out of the project budget of USD 
26 million to the implementing ministries 
 
During the current season, the government has committed itself to support this programme 
to the tune of USD 11  million for the produc tion of 4,800  ha. of m aize and 12,900 ha. of 
rice. This is in addition to the schemes already in operation 
 
In preparation of phase II, 98  irrigation projects have been iden tified for consideratio n 
which w ill co mprise l arge s cale an d s mallholder irriga tion pr ojects. Preli minary designs  
are being prepared and will be completed by June 2010.  
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Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The Governm ent has not forgot ten that to ach ieve the ab ove, concer n must be given to 
environmental conservation and sus tainable agriculture. The current forest cover is b elow 
2% w hich is w ay below  the reco mmended world sta ndard of 10%.This has led to 
degradation and consequently  the adverse effects of climate change. The G overnment has 
formulated Fa rm Fore st Rule s for Sust ainable Fore st Ma nagement whi ch when 
implemented through a Legal Noti ce under the Agricu lture Act will ens ure all agricultural 
land attains a cover of 10%. 
 
With Africa’s population growing fa st, the demand for food and en ergy is set to intensify . 
Despite best efforts, agricultural practices are still compromising the natural resource base 
that is relied upon for food production. As in the past, science and technology will offer  
some solutions to this energy crisis and this will require significant policy changes  

 

The f uture of  agr icultural po licy is co mplicated b y the em erging potential for large 
scale bio-energy  production. In som e de veloped econom ies, one  path to energy  
dependence lies in the develo pment of renewable energy  technologies and policy, such 
as those that promote the expansion of bio-fuel production. 

 

Other challenges that  re main include those of in creasing budgetary allocation to 
agriculture in line with the Maputo declaration and dealing with the vagaries of climate 
change. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Kenya is c ommitted to the  im plementation of the  Co mprehensive Afric a Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) under the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
of the African Union (NEPAD) which was launched in 2006. 
 
In preparation for the signing of the Me morandum of Understanding of  CAADP compact, 
necessary preliminary actions have been accomplished. The Country has further developed 
Agriculture Sector Develo pment Strategy  (2009-2020), Me dium Ter m Plan in the 
aspirations of Millenniu m Development Goal No.1 and th e Co mpact. The Agricultur e 
Sector Development Strategy will be launched during the signing of the CAADP Compact 
and th is w ill en able imp lementation of the  ac tivities to achieve the objec tives of the 
CAADP. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
During the las t conf erence in Nair obi, y ou ac corded us the opportunity  to serve as the 
conference ch airman w hich w e ind eed took  with great honour. You recall we dis cussed 
important issues geared towards addressi ng Agricultur e and more specifically food 
security. Four main recommendations emerged from our meeting in Nairobi touching on 
water m anagement, trade and invest ment  in  Agricultur al production, post harvest, and 
more importantly that the conf erence recommendations be condensed into  a state ment  to 
be pr esented to th e A frican Union and the G8.  I a m pleased to s ay that th e 
recommendations of the Nairobi meeting have or are being addressed in various fora.  
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To m ention briefly , FAO, in close collabor ation with  the African Union, African 
Ministers’ council on w ater, Africa development bank, hosted   the ministerial conference 
on Wa ter and for Agri culture a nd en ergy in Af rica: th e ch allenge of  cli mate ch ange in  
December 2008 in Sirte Liby a.  Most of the African Nations were represented and you all 
know the conference underlined promotion of invest ment in water for Ag riculture. Water 
for agr iculture pr ograms ar e at  var ious lev els of i mplementation in our respective 
countries.   
With reference to addressing trade and incr eased inves tment to agriculture, FAO and 
member countries are working together within the frame work of the regional economic to 
enhance tr ade cap acities. P ost har vest act ivities ha ve also inte nsified in th e r egion. 
Enhancement of, and support to food security  infor mation syste m in the region has  
continued to  be a major priority . This includ es improved crop quality  market pr ice data,  
and sharing of essential food secu rity information in a more timely manner.  I wish to also 
inform that the su mmarized r ecommendations and resolutions were presented at th e A U 
Summit in Shar ma el Sheikh in J une 2008 and ulti mately to the African Union, and 
subsequently to the G8 Summit held in July 2009 in L’Aquilla Italy.  
 
We have learned a lot during our tenure as ch air from sharing country  experiences and in 
particular global issues  on how each of our co untries is coping with  the challenges of  
feeding our nations. We all need to turn these challenges into opportunities and continue to 
seek partnerships and collaboration while addressing them.  
 
As I conclude we note that the 26th FAO regional conference for Africa is the last with the 
current Director-General H.E. Jacques Diouf. I wish to take this opportunity  to thank hi m 
for his tireless efforts and support to member countries in their end eavour to meet their  
food security objectives  through var ious FAO progra m. In particular we congratulate you 
for initi ating the co mprehensive r eforms th at ar e now  begi nning to en able F AO del iver 
services even more efficiently to member countries. 
 
Lastly, let m e thank our hos t the Governm ent of Angola,  the Food and Agricultur e 
Organization, Development Partners present, and all UN agencies represented for hosting 
this successful conference. As we hand over the chairmanship of the regional conference to 
Angola we are aw are that the many countries in Africa are still gr appling with hunger and 
poverty at vary ing degree of se verity and few in the process of recovery. Nevertheless we 
shall all continue with the hard work that is desperately needed. 
 
It is now m y pleasure to ha nd over  the Chair manship of th e conference to Hon. Alfonso 
Pedro Canga, the Minister for Agric ulture Rura l D evelopment and F isheries from  the 
Republic of Angola to steer you through the Conference.  
 
Congratulations and thank you 
 
Assistant Minister for Agriculture 
KENYA 
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APPENDIX H 
 

Report of the Technical Committee 
03 – 04 May 2010 

 
I.  INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

Organization  

1. The T echnical Co mmittee of th e Tw enty-Sixth FAO Regional Conf erence for 
Africa met from 03 to 04 May  2010, at the Be las Conference Centre  in Luanda, Republic 
of Angola.  
 
2. The Meeting was attended by 103 delegates from 35 Member Nations of the Africa 
Region, 1 observer from  M ember Nations outside the Re gion and 12 observers fro m 
intergovernmental and nongovern mental organizations. The list of delegates is given as  
Appendix B. 
 
Opening Ceremony (Agenda Item 1)  

3. The FAO Assistant Director-General and R egional Representative for Africa, Ms.  
Maria Helena Semedo, welcomed the delegates on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, 
Mr. Jacques Diouf. She express ed FAO’s appreciation to the Govern ment of the Republi c 
of Angola for hosting this Conference and f or putting at their dis posal the excellen t 
facilities at  the Bel as Conf erence Cen tre in Luanda. She also thanked the National 
Organizing Co mmittee for the  di ligence and commitment with whic h they accomplished 
their assign ment in co llaboration w ith th e F AO Conf erence S ecretariat. S he also  
highlighted the major topics  to be discus sed dur ing the Conference and the opportunities  
given by the side events  to di scuss major items such as Direct Investment in Agriculture, 
Food Security and Production and Protection of Cassava.  
 
4. She indicated that the 26 th Regional Conference for Africa is differe nt from  
previous on es in  th at i t has b ecome p art of  th e F AO Conference str ucture as th at of  th e 
references made the  Immediate Plan of Actio n of FAO. Moreover, th e Chair man of th is 
Conference will r eport the outco me to th e 37 th Session of the FAO Conference in 2011. 
The outco me will also be co mmunicated to th e F AO Counci l through  the F inance and  
Programme Committees. 
 
5. Ms Sem edo re minded the Conf erence of  the i mportant d eclarations such as the 
Maputo Declar ation of July 2003 that ten percent of the to tal national budget would be 
allocated to agriculture and encouraged to ensure its implementation. Further emphasis was 
made on the Abuja Decl aration which calls fo r the acceleration of the reduction of food 
insecurity. In her conclusion, she referred to the current Ch airman of the African Union 
(AU) who asked Africa to share a dream that “in five years no African child should die of  
hunger and malnutrition and no child should go to sleep hungry”. 
 
6. The delegates were  requested to ris e to this chal lenge not only be cause it is nobl e 
but for safeguarding the digni ty of Africa. Towards the end, she reiterated FAO’s 
commitment to make available its experiences and technical information to the Region.  
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7.  Mr. Jose Amara Tati, Secret ary of State of Ag riculture of the Republic of Angola  
welcomed participants  and ope ned the Tw enty-Sixth A frica Regional Conf erence, on 
behalf of the Minis ter of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries  of the Republic of 
Angola, Mr Afonso Pedro Canga.  
 
8. He spoke of the need to inve st in agriculture an d noted the issues to be dealt with 
during the Conference such as the incidenc e of  Cli mate Change, Opportunities for bio-
fuels in Africa, High Food Pr ices and Natural Resource Management. He urged the 
participants to draw  conclusion from the dis cussion on specific issues that are relevant to 
the countries and to A frica in order to report to the M inisterial Meeting for consider ation 
and adoption.   
 
Election of Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and Appointment of Rapporteurs 
(Agenda Item 2)  

9. The Meeting unani mously elected Mr Jose Amaro Tati of the Republic of Angola, 
Ministry of Agriculture, as its Chairperson.  
 
10. The Meeting then el ected, also by acclam ation, the rest  of the bureau members as 
follows:  
 

First Vice-Chairperson:  Equatorial Guinea: Crisantos Obama Ondo 
Second Vice-Chairperson:  Cape Verde:  Jose Edardo Barbosa 
Rapporteurs:  Cameroon:  Andree Caroline Mebande Bate 

Uganda:  Robert Sabiiti 
 
Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable (Agenda Item 3)  
 
11. The Meeting adopted the Agenda and Ti metable with amendments. The Agenda is 
given as Appendix A, while the list of documents is shown in Appendix C.  
 
II. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
FAO Support to the Accelerated implementation of CAADP 
 
12. The Secretariat pr esented ARC/10/7. S upport to the NEPAD agricultur e agenda 
started in 2001, when the Director-General assured African Leaders of FAO’s technical 
assistance. This assistance has since continued. FAO assist ed in the for mulation of 
CAADP and its Co mpanion Document, assisted 51 counties  to prep are National Medium 
Term Inves tment Progra mmes and Bankable Invest ment Pr oject P rofiles f or a tot al 
investment of USD26. 7 and USD10billion r espectively, and organized or assis ted to 
organize c onferences, summ its a nd m eetings to popularize  CAADP a nd mobilize 
resources. S ince 2002 F AO continuousl y provide d Senior Advisors to  assis t NEPAD in 
implementing its mandate.  
 
13. The focus of ongoing and rece nt past FAO assi stance is  on the preparation of 
CAADP roundtable meetings (6 countries) and operationalizing the Compacts signed in 11 
countries and one REC. The strategies for the delive ry of FAO s upport include 
mobilization of its technical resources in HQ and its decent ralized office s, a nd building 
partnerships and collab oration w ith D evelopment P artners.  The challenges ahead in th e 



 42

effective im plementation of  CA ADP inclu de: gov ernments’ ownership of CAADP; 
commitment to meet the 10 percent budget allocation to own the programme; inclusiveness 
in the CAADP a genda of a ll local st akeholders; and l imitation of FAO ca pacity to meet 
requests satisfactorily if the requests are not received on time and appropriately spaced. 
 
14. The conference recommended that FAO continues and inte nsifies its support to the 
African Union Co mmission, the NEPAD Pl anning and I mplementation Agency , the 
Regional Economic Communities and the member countries to: 
 

• Strengthens institutional and human capacity building especially in developing 
post-compact investment programmes and sector policies. 

• Raise awareness about CAADP and the visibility of the related interventions at the 
national/regional level. 

• Advocate for resource mobilization and follow-up to ensure that pledges already 
made are honoured. 

• Disseminate of new technologies, appropriate policies and strategies to ensure that 
the objectives of the CAADP are not compromised. 

• Mainstream CAADP into national planning process and to reinforce gender 
concerns in both the CADP Compact and post-Compact processes. 

• Ensure that the multiplicity of development initiatives at the national level are 
coordinated and streamlined with that of the overall CAADP objectives. 

• Monitor and evaluate the achievement of CAADP targets including the Maputo 
10% budgetary allocation to agriculture and rural development. 

• Facilitate south-south cooperation to improve the post-compact interventions 
• Provide clarity on the issues in its future support to CAADP Compacts as there 

seems to be a general misunderstanding of the relationship between the BIPPS 
prepared in 2004 and the post-CAADP investment plans. 

 

Climate change implications for food security and natural resources management in 
Africa 

15. The Secretariat presented Document ARC/10/8. The key issues and challenges for 
African food security  will ar ise fro m cli mate chang e. P roposed follow up actions by 
Africa’s govern ments and possibl e FAO support in matters of  adaptation and mitigation 
are paramount. 
 
16. Africa ha s little  tim e, for its  alr eady chall enged agr iculture to ad just and att ain 
sustainable food and econo mic s ecurity. Africa will be more negativ ely im pacted than 
other regions should global warming exceed 3 ºC an d food pro duction would fall 
everywhere. The over all effect of cli mate change will be to r educe productivity and 
increased vulnerability. 
 
17. There is need for Africa to  act on climate change without abandoning the often and 
even more urgent war agains t food insecurity and fo r its international partners to support 
climate change r esponse alongs ide and not as a s ubstitute for ongoing food secur ity and 
development assistance.   
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18. Africa’s f orests can captur e car bon cr edit an d incr ease ear nings for this facility  
from emerging markets. For this, forests must be protected from rapid clearing for farming 
due to low agricultural productivity . The ‘best practices’ for mitigation and adaptation are 
outlined in the document and what  can be done to co pe with the climate change arena and 
area where FAO can provide assistance to African countries is also highlighted. 
 
19. The conference 

• noted: that cl imate ch ange is a co mplex and i mportant is sue which has dir ect 
implications on food security and natural resource management.  

• noted :that Africa faces ser ious concerns from cl imatic change w hich are directly 
linked to food insecurity. 

• noted: that cli mate change needs to be a ddressed primarily at national level and at 
regional level alongsid e other cross cutting issues as a block. Ther e are m any links 
and consequences of climatic change to forest conservation, competition of natural 
resources especially between hu mans and anim als, desertification w ith special 
reference to the Sahel for example the issue of the receding Lake Chad.   

• noted that impact could be mitigated through the efforts by the countries. 
 

• Recommended that FAO: 
 collaborates with national Govern ments in developing institutional capacity 

building progra mmes and creating aw areness including integration of  
indigenous knowledge to assist rural communities understand and cope with 
climate change and as it relates to food security. 

 develops a pr ogramme of  f orecasting models, es tablishment of  dat a 
monitoring sy stems, r egional and nation al po licy str ategies in cli matic 
change mitigation as w ell as in acce ss available f acilities such as car bon 
credit.  

 Reviews the possibility  of providing technical s upport in capacity building 
in simplifying issues and technical s upport to apply effec tive technologies  
such as co nservation agr iculture and use of  ger mplasm that is lo cally 
adapted as well as considerations of gender issues  

 Facilitates the convening of  a Minister ial meeting to discus s the i mpact of 
climate change, adaptation and mitigation.  

  
 
High food prices and food security – threats, opportunities and budgetary 
implications for sustainable agriculture  
 
20. The S ecretariat pr esented D ocument A RC/10/INF/5. The m ajor cau ses behin d 
increasing f ood prices ar e associated with the underlining structural defici encies within 
Africa’s agriculture s ector including poor produc tive capacity  a nd weak market 
development. Govern ment r esponses have ranged from  pr ice controls, e xport bans and 
interventions to support producers through input subsidies and tr aining. The cost of the 
food crisis has been consider able, placing pressure on available government budget. 
Increasing official develop ment assistance (ODA) from  inte rnational donors to regional 
rural dev elopment has been w elcomed as ev idence of  a r enewed a nd heightened policy 
shift towards agricultural development in Africa.  
 
21. The episode of soaring food prices points to the need for Af rican countries  to 
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design a policy framework that creates the right incentives for gender equitable inves tment 
in agriculture and defines th e appropriate mix between food and export crops. Africa also 
needs better infrastructure and extension services; calibration of national trade policies to  
promote agriculture production;  eli minate tariffs on agricu ltural inputs; provis ion of  
training and knowledg e to far mers. At the international level, these efforts requir e 
increased O DA f or invest ment in i nfrastructure and  agr icultural R &D, and  r emoval of  
distortions in the international agricultural market. 
 
22. FAO’s response to high f ood prices was the Initiative on Soar ing Food Prices  
(ISFP) launched in  2007 to assis t member countries  implement urgent measures to boos t 
food supply responses and i mprove access to f ood in the most affected countries thr ough 
increased policy support. 

23. The Conference: 
  

• complimented FAO for the high quality of the analysis presented in ARC/10/INF/5, 
clearly illustrating the underlying causes of food prices rising in 2007-08, the trends 
observed since, the policy responses provided and recommended follow-up actions; 

• commended FAO for m aintaining the world age nda’s attention to Food Security 
related issues and ai ding Me mber Countries in obt aining the necessa ry technica l 
and financial assistance, among others through the FAO Initiative on Soaring Food 
Prices (ISFP);  

 
• recommended that FAO:  

 
– Steps up efforts to provide Me mber Countries with long ter m forecasts on 

expected price increases and to advise on actions to be taken to mitigate the 
effects of fluctuating food prices;  
 
– Continues supporting Me mber Countries to prepare agricultural 

development strategies, including appropriate m onitoring sy stems, 
that aim to increase production and productivity of family farms; 

 
– Assists countries to pro mote public and private inves tment into 

African agriculture;   
 

– Assess the impact of measures put in place by Member 
Countries against high food prices. 

 
• recognized the efforts made by African Governments to mitigate the effects 

of soaring food prices; and  
 
• urged Member Countries to: 

 
– continue to facilitate the rehabilitation of fam ily fa rms and 

provide the necessary  agricultural infra structure fac ilitating their 
integration in national and international markets;   

 
– enhance efforts to introduce appropriate  technology  packages  

promoting efficiency gains in  the complete commodity value ch ain 
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as r ecommended b y the CA ADP and ensur e ef fective 
implementation of the NEPAD – CAADP process; 

 
– press forward w ith effectiv e follo w-up to decisions taken  during  

regional su mmits lik e the A buja fertilizer su mmit, 2006, share 
success stories such as the es tablished  har monized seed production 
system in Eastern Africa and others 

 
Challenges and opportunities for bio-fuel production in the African countries 
 
24.  The S ecretariat pr esented D ocument A RC/10/INF/6. Agr o-fuels ar e bio- fuels 
obtained from agricultural by-products (including ani mal and agro-industrial by-products) 
which can provide energy development alternatives for the  benefit of African  countries at 
national and rural co mmunity levels.  Ov ercoming energy povert y is one of the m ajor 
challenges facing Africa’s ef fort at achi eving the MDGs.  Africa has a vast potential for  
renewable and non-renewable s ources of energy which rem ain grossly under-exploited.   
Since bio-m ass constitutes the main for m of  en ergy consu med in  m ost sub-Saharan 
African countries  – i.e.  charcoal an d wood, and ther e is need to i mprove the use of tha t 
traditional form of energy  by  adopting i mproved technologies (cook-stove) or if possible 
replacing it by  other forms, such as fossil gas, bio-gas or othe r form of renewable energy .  
This will ensure protection of the environment and the eco-system in general. 
 
25. The Conference noted 
 

o noted that production of li quid bio-fuels in Africa, such as bio-ethanol and 
biodiesel, is attracting investment becaus e of the e merging national and 
international markets for alternative fuel sources.   

 
o that bio-fuel production in Africa has pot ential r isks which include opportunistic 

over-exploitation a nd unsustainable land uses that harm th e env ironment and th e 
local populations; resulting in crease in the valu e of land which disproportionately 
favours land consolidation and r educes the access to pr oductive land of s mall 
farmers; and opportunities that  include i mproved rural de velopment, food secur ity 
through higher productivity , affordable energy, diver sified incom e, pover ty 
reduction, and better food processing methods etc. 

 
o recognized 
o the need for bio-energy  policies to addre ss inter-alia rural development; improved 

livelihoods for rural populations ; support to rural production and marketing of bio-
energy as well as reduce dependence on imported expensive fossil fuels.   

o that African Governments may have to adopt the participatory approach to bio-fuel 
development, prioritize national market needs and to develop national sustainability 
standards such as the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofules (RSB). 

 
o commended FAO 
o for initiative of FAO t o present bio-Fuels production in Africa as a the me for  

discussion.   
 

o recommended  
o that the FAO assists not only individual African coun tries design th eir nation al 

Guidelines on Bio- fuel S trategies and P olicies but col laborates w ith t he N EPAD 
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Secretariat and the AU to adopt a Common African Position on BIO-FUELS.  
 

o Concerning the us e of bio- mass as energy  source, priori ty should be given to the 
application of waste and residues. 

 
o Priority to be given to the use of waste and residues as source for bio-energy 

 
o land use priority be given to ``marginal land`` and/or degraded land. 

 
o priority be given to `per ennial cr ops` r ather th an an nual cr ops f or ener gy 

production, and to non food crops (like jatropha….) 
 
Summary of the recommendations of the FAO regional bodies  
 
26. The S ecretariat pr esented D ocument A RC/INF/7. Reco mmendations f rom F AO’s 
regional bodies wer e presen ted. T he main fo cus of the 19th CECAF1 Session wa s t o 
improve sustainable us e and management of fish stock through the for mulation of  
Regional Action Plans on co mbating Illegal, U nreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, 
the pro motion of an Ecosyste m A pproach to  Fishe ries (EAF), the  im plementation of 
instruments elaborated under the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. 
 
27. The 21st AFCAS2 Session recognized the us efulness of  FAO’s Report “State of 
food and agricultural statistics systems”, encouraged Member Countries to link agricultural 
and population censuses and to use CountrySTAT for wide data dissemination. 
 
 
28.  The 17th AFWC3 Session r ecognized th e i mportance of forests and w ildlife in  
reducing poverty , hun ger and malnutrition,  urged govern ments to involve local 
communities in the management of protecte d areas and the develo pment of ec otourism 
while ensuring equitable sharing of revenues.  
 
Report of High Level Conference on the Development of Agribusiness and Agro-
industries in Africa (HLCD-3A) 
 
29. The conference, whose pur pose was to launch the African Agribusiness and Agro-
Industries Development Initiative (3ADI), took place in Abuj a, Nigeria, on March 8–10, 
2010. Forty-three African countries , represented by  three Heads of state and 30 Ministers  
took part in the conference hosted by the Federal Government of Nigeria and co-organized 
with African Union Commission (AUC) in collaboration with AfDB, FAO, UNIDO, IFAD 
and UNECA.  
 
30. The 3ADI co mprises a financial support fa cility consisting of public and privat e 
channels, with a cluster-based funding arrangement to address various si zes of enter prises 
and with equity , guarantee a nd risk sharing windows. The 3A DI received very positive 
support and its financial mechanism design process was given a strong impetus.  
 
31. The d elegates of the referred conference  had p rovided v ery positive f eedback o n 

                                                 
1 CECAF = Fisheries Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic, 19th Session, 2008 
2 AFCAS = African Commission on Agricultural Statistics, 21st Session, 2009 
3 AFWC = African Forestry and Wildlife Commission, 17th Session, 2010 
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the 3ADI concept, endorsed under the Abuja declaration. 
 
32. The Confer ence noted the reco mmendations of the FAO re gional bodies and the 
outcomes o f the H LCD-3A and  r ecommended that the  follow -up to th e H LCD 
recommendations to be presented at 27th Session.  
 
 
List of Topics to be considered for the 27th ARC 

33. List of topics to be considered for 27th Africa Regional Conference: 
 

• Review of agriculture development programme incentives and disincentives 
and their impact on agricultural productivity 

• Gender mainstreaming in food security initiatives at national and regional 
level. 

• Platform for private sector to assess/evaluate the incentives being put 
forward by government 

• Initiatives for mitigation and adaptation strategies to climate change  
• Progress report on CAADP implementation in the region 
• Regional review for fertilizer production and availability including bio-

fertilizer 
• Agro-business and agro-industry development in improving the value chain 

process 
• Assessment of seeds system in Africa 
• GMO issues in African Agriculture - Lessons learnt, taking stock of 

regulatory aspects including health and economic impact 
• Public /private sector partnership in initiating agricultural programmes to 

sustain livelihood and create wealth 
• agricultural mechanism to increase productivity through livestock, fisheries 

and forestry. 
• evaluation FAO’s post emergency development programme for food 

security and sustainable livelihood  
• Participation of African countries in setting and implementing international 

standards in safety and quality of food from plants and animals origin 
• South-South Cooperation in agriculture development in the region 
• Take stock of deployment of staff and budget allocated to Regional Office 

in conformity with FAO reform 
• Review the conduct of Africa Regional Conference to include the 

establishment of a follow up mechanism on the implementation of 
conference decisions and reporting on outcomes.  
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Other Matters 
 
 The Conf erence expr essed con cern on th e coordination of  interventions by  UN 

Bodies at th e natio nal and regional level and reco mmended that F AO initiates a 
dialogue with other UN partners on faci litating m ore e ffective cou ntry level 
assistance on attaining food security. 

 Recognizing the increa sing interes t of countries  to share national exper iences and 
success stor ies and suggeste d that provision be made in  f uture conf erences f or 
country presentations and exchange. 

 
 Recommended the str engthening of the relationship be tween per manent 

representatives of African countries at the FAO in Rome and the regional offices.  
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         APPENDIX  I 
 
 

Statement by Ms. Maria Helena Semedo 
Assistant-Director General 

Regional Representative for Africa 
During the Opening Ceremony of the Technical Committee Meeting 

 
 
Mr Chairperson, 
Mr Chairperson of the Council, 
Distinguished Ministers, 
Your Excellencies, Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps and International 
Organizations, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is for me a real pleasure and an honour to welco me you all on behalf of the Director-
General of FAO, Dr Jacques Diouf, to this meeting of the Technical Committee of the 26th 
FAO Regional Conference for Africa, held in Luanda.  
 
Your presence here is testi mony – as if that w ere needed – of your continued commitment 
and dedication to working alongs ide FAO to ac hieve food security  and of the i mportance 
of the issues that you will be discussing in the coming days. 
 
On behalf of FAO and the Honourable Delega tes, I should like to solemnly thank the 
Government of the Republic of Angola for hosting this im portant Conference, f or the 
quality of the facilities  made available and f or th e w arm and f raternal w elcome t hat w e 
have received since our arrival in this beautiful, historic city of Luanda.  
 
My sincere thanks also go to  th e P resident and  al l members of  the N ational O rganizing 
Committee for their diligence and commitment in discharging their duties, in collaboration 
with the FAO Secretariat responsible for the Conference. Muito obrigado. 
 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Honourable Guests, 
 
As you know, the gener al context of economic recession and food crisis that the world has  
experienced since our 25th Regional Conference in Nairobi in 2008 is still very much with 
us and the effects are acutely felt by the poorest populations. 
 
More than one billion people across the worl d are suffering fro m hunger and malnutrition. 
In 2008, sub-Saharan Africa had 212 million people suffering from hunger. As a result of  
the food crisis that fo llowed the price surge of  2007-08, this  figure ro se to 265 million in 
2009, which is nearly 30 percent of the total population. Whereas Africa was a net exporter 
of food commodities at the time of independence in the 1960s, our continent has gradually  
become a net i mporter, with  current food i mports a mounting to 33 billion USD a gainst 
only 14-15 billion USD of exports. 
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This unten able situation  is a chal lenge to us al l, at a time when many countries of the 
Region are commemorating the 50th anniversary of their independence. If I may, I shall not 
dwell on the  ca uses a nd c haracteristics whic h a re fam iliar to y ou a ll. The e normous 
challenge facing us is to feed a growing world population expected to reach 9 billion by 
2050 (including almost 2 billion in Africa), to s atisfy growing demand for biofuels, which 
will exert added pressu re on n atural resources, and to ensure  the sustain able management 
of limited natural resources in a con text of worrying threats from the climate change that 
disproportionately impacts on Africa. 
 
I think it is appropriate to r ecall some of the  important elements of the World Summit on 
Food Security of last November in Rome, which we must now draw upon: 
 

• the need to redouble our effo rts to achieve th e World Food Summ it target and th e 
Millennium Development Goal of eradicating hunger as soon as possible; 

• the co mmitment to s trengthen inter national coordination and governance of food 
security by implementing reform of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS); 

• the need to reverse the de clining trend of national a nd international public and 
private f inancing ear marked for agricultur e, foo d secur ity and rural d evelopment, 
especially in our Region. 

 
The Su mmit Declaration also explicitly calls  for support to regional development 
frameworks such as th e Co mprehensive A frica A griculture D evelopment P rogramme 
(CAADP) of the NEPAD which, as you know, has now become part of the African Union 
as the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency. FAO is pleased to have helped with the 
formulation of the CAADP and with its current i mplementation through the CAADP 
Compacts which have now been signed by  18 African countries. O ur Organization is  
providing the technical assistan ce needed to p repare inv estment p lans relating to  this  
important continent-wide process. 
 
It is agains t this backdr op that I would like  you to re view the recommendations that y ou 
made two years ago in Nairobi  and to propose/adopt other m easures aimed at accelerating 
the eradication of hunger and the economic development of our beloved Region. 
 
Mr Chairperson, Honourable Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I should like to dr aw your kind attention to a specif ic character istic of this 26 th FAO 
Regional Conference which is intrinsic to implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action, 
in the context of FAO renewal towards 2013. In contrast to previous editions, our Regional 
Conferences will now beco me governing bodies  of FAO, t hus helping to s trengthen 
coherence betw een F AO’s pr iority ar eas at  regional level and its global s trategic 
objectives. U nder this happy  perspective, the decisions taken at th is Conferen ce w ill b e 
directly reported by the Chairperson to the 37th Session of the Conference of FAO in 2011. 
 
These provisions are consis tent w ith th e strength ening and acceleration of the 
decentralization process that has now been initiated and that gives the decentralized offices 
a greater role in str ategic plan ning, prio rity setting and res ource m obilization. 
Decentralization of the Te chnical Cooper ation Program me (TCP) and of som e 
management responsibi lities and coordination of the network of FA O Repres entations is  
already in effect. This s hould improve the ability of  the decentr alized offices to res pond 
more effectively to country, subregional and regional needs. 
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Implementation of the Progra mme of Work and Budget for 2010-11 and the priority areas 
for action in the African Region will be presented at this Conference. 
 
Mr Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates, 
 
Two important documents on key areas in the bl ueprint for sustainabl e food security will 
be sub mitted for y our consid eration in the coming days. Thes e are: i) FAO support for 
implementation of the Co mprehensive Afri ca Agric ulture De velopment Program me 
(CAADP); and ii) the i mpact of cli mate ch ange on food secur ity and natur al res ource 
management in Africa. 
 
The ou tcome of y our discussions and y our recommendations w ill b e trans mitted to th e 
Ministerial Segment of this Conference for consideration and adoption. 
 
A num ber of background papers  on other issues related to  the ov erall the me of this  
Conference will also be submitted to your attention, including: 
 

- High food prices and food security  – threats, opportunities and budgetary 
implications for sustainable agriculture; 

- Challenges and opportunities for biofuel production in the African countries. 
 
A series of side events on key topics is also envisaged: 
 

- a session on key issues relating to direct investment in agriculture in Africa and the 
underlying principles for a code of voluntary conduct; 

- a session on building national and regional in stitutions to govern food and nutrition 
security in the context of reform of the Committee on World Food Security; 

- a session on cassava production and protection in Africa. 
 
Mr Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Our Region faces major challenges in the field of food secu rity and general agricultural 
development. A mong those challenges, I shoul d like to single out underinvestment in 
agriculture which has caused the agr icultural sector to under perfo rm. As you know, the 
overall sh are of  of ficial dev elopment assis tance allo cated to agr iculture ( as br oadly 
defined) has fallen from  19% in the 1980s to  only 5% today . The pledge made by the 
Heads of State in Mapu to in July  2003 to ear mark at least 10% of na tional budgets to 
agriculture over five years is an encouraging sign, which now needs to be rapidly activated. 
  
It was under the sa me optic that the AU Summ it on Food Secu rity, held in  Abuja in 
December 2006, called for accel eration in the r eduction of f ood insecurity  by m obilizing 
African resources to produce th e foodstuffs that Africa need s and putting an end to the 
costly food imports that I referred to earlier. 
 
I should als o like to call the conclusions of the Mini sterial Confer ence on Water for 
Agriculture and Energy , held in Sirte in Dece mber 2008, and jointly organized by FAO, 
the African Union and NEPAD,  for which a portfolio of 1000 short-, m edium- and long-
term inves tment projects and programmes had been prepar ed for each of the 53 A frican 
countries, together with a total funding envelope of 65 billion US dollars. 
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It is hear tening to note that the current international environment is quite friendly towards 
agriculture. The attitude of major donors, both bilateral a nd m ultilateral (World Bank, 
European Union, G8 in partic ular) appears to favour robust action against hunger. In this  
connection, I should like to mention the renewed co mmitment of the World Bank towards 
Africa's agricultural s ector and the G8 m eeting in L' Aquila (Italy) whic h announced the 
mobilization of 20 billion US D over three y ears to benefit small producers in the f ood-
deficit developing countries. Of course, these commitments must now rapidly translate into 
tangible actions. 
 
Mr Chairperson, Honourable Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
To conclude, I should like to cite the Presid ent of the African Uni on elected in January  
2010, President Bingu Wa Mutharika of Malawi, who requested " the AU Assembly to 
share the dream that five years from now no child in Africa should die of hunger and 
malnutrition. No child should go to bed hungry”. This re levant and tim ely r equest 
challenges us to bring about food security , not only becaus e this is a noble objective in 
itself, but also becaus e we ne ed to safeguard Afri ca’s dignity. We th erefore clearly know 
what needs to be done and we have the necessary leadership, vision and ambition to rise to 
the challenges of agriculture for our Region. 
 
I am confident that the fruitful discussions and exchanges that will take place over the next 
few day s w ill lead  to  useful  pro posals and reco mmendations th at can tr anslate in to 
concrete actions on the ground, in a spirit of results-based management and accountability. 
 
I should like to close by reiterating FAO’s commitment to make its technical expertise and 
experience available to the Member Nations of the Region, in contribution to our comm on 
struggle to achieve the noble goal of food security, as envisioned by President Mutharika. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention.    
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APPENDIX J 

 
Luanda Declaration on Investing in Agriculture  

to ensure Food Security in Africa 
 
 
We the African Ministers of Agriculture, meeting in Luanda, Angola during the 26th 
FAO Regional Conference for Africa from 3-7 May 2010 e xpress our sincere appreciation 
to the gover nment and people of the Republic of Angola fo r the kind invitation, war m 
hospitality and excellent  arrangements made for hosting this  event organised to enable us 
chart th e w ay tow ards a pr osperous agr iculture for food  se curity a nd de feating rura l 
poverty. 
 
1. Believing that in adequate inves tment is at th e root of slow progr ess our region is  

making in agriculture and th erefore in achievi ng food security , call f or additional 
investments to meet targets for reducing poverty and the nu mbers of m alnourished. In 
this connection, we welco me the achieve ment by  nine of our countries of the 10% 
target s et at Maputo for budget allocations to agriculture and are convinced that the 
other African governments will also continue striving towards the goal;  

 
2. Regretting that, despite alar ms ex pressed soon after the sim ultaneous advent of the 

financial, energy and food-pri ces crises in 2008, s ubsequent reversal in the decline of  
the sh are of  agr iculture in of ficial d evelopment assistance (ODA ) has been relatively 
slow and that disbursements of commitments made at the Gleneagles and L’Aquila G-8 
and G-20 Summits are yet to become reality; 

  
3. Being concerned at the increasingly difficult environment for agricultural production 

and food security  caus ed by  cli mate change adaptations th at include de velopment of 
biofuels and believin g that the cli mate ch allenge needs  joint attention with f ood 
security efforts; 

 
4. Considering that the develop ment of  biofuels is an opportun ity and a challenge for 

agriculture as long as it does not compete with food security;  
 

5. Reaffirming our commitment to i mplementing th e D eclaration on A griculture an d 
Food Security in Afri ca adopted by  the Heads  of State and Government of the African 
Union in July 2003 (The Maputo Declarati on), which co mmitted their govern ments to 
implement, as a matter of urgency, the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) of the  Ne w Pa rtnership for Africa ’s De velopment (NEPAD) 
including by allocating at least 10 percent of their national budgetary resources  to 
agriculture within five years; 

 
6. Now decide to honour the co mmitments under the M aputo Declaration, the food 

security and agriculture decisions at AU subsequent summits held in Sirte on water and 
agriculture (2004, 2007) and agriculture for economic development (2009). For reasons 
of realism and in order to better ens ure success, we recall the decision of  the A frican 
Union Summit on Food Security  in Africa he ld in Abuja in De cember 2006 to focus 
our ef forts on a f ew str ategic co mmodities ap propriate to  the reg ion or to each s ub-
region and country . With a focus on such se lected strategic co mmodities in each 
country, we commit ourselves to: 
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a) Within each of our Me mber S tates t o c hampion nat ional act ion a nd 
implement earlier CAADP  co mmitments made under the African  Union and  
respective R egional Ec onomic Com munities to prioritise agricu lture and food  
security; to this end, secu re national public funding for th e first steps for ward, with 
a view to meeting the NEPAD agricultural growth goal of 6 percent or higher per 
annum; 

 
b) Proactively face the double challenges of food s ecurity and cli mate change 

and mobilise national and in ternational r esources for a ddressing both in sy nergy, 
with the balance between climate change adaptation and mitigation to be adjusted to 
specific circumstances;  
 

c) Encourage Me mber Countries  to increase the use of  fertilizers, irrigation 
and mechanisation technologies to attain food security in the continent. 

 
d) Encourage govern ment c ontribution to the Afri ca Fertilizer Fund 

Mechanism hosted by  the A frican Development Bank and fo llow up on other key  
recommendations of the 2006 Abuja Fertilizer Summit;   
 

e) Promote domestic private sector investment into agriculture by encouraging 
the creation of favourable conditions for profitable and sustainable agriculture; 

 
f) Strengthen mechanisms for dialogue with donors to strea mline mechanisms 

and procedures for releasing the funding pledged at the Gleneagles and L’Aquila G-
8 and G-20 Summits with a view  to helping Africa realis e the agricultural and food 
security a mbitions co mmitted to at succ essive African Uni on Food Se curity and 
other summits as well as to m eet Africa’s goals adopted by  the World S ummit on 
Food Security held in Ro me in 2009 and under the Mill ennium Development Goals 
(MDG), with particular attention to  MDGs 1 (poverty and hunger) and 7 
(environment); and 

 
g) In the inter ests of effectiveness of funding and develop ment interventions, 

proactively participate i n and en courage partnerships to enha nce har monisation, 
cooperation and better  governance of interventions in  agriculture a nd food security 
at global, regional and national levels.  
 

h) Urge Me mber countries  or Govern ments to  continue de veloping a nd 
submitting to FAO pla ns, pr ogrammes a nd projec ts th at a ddress problem s of 
agriculture and rural develop ment in Africa.   W e also call upon FAO to strengthen 
its collaboration and partnership with other subregional and regi onal organizations 
to ensure that Africa’s voice is heard in international fora discussing agriculture and 
food related matters. FAO s hould also further  strengthen  its network of country, 
subregional and r egional offices to ef fectively play the in creased role th at is b eing 
given to them as part of the FAO reform, particularly the decentralization process. 

 
 
Done at Luanda 
Republic of Angola 
07 May 2010 


