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MATTERS REQUIRING ATTENTION BY THE COUNCIL

Forestry for Development

The Comnittee debated this theme with special reference to the role of tropical and
subtropical forest and related resources and of appropriate forest industries to
development and considered the implications for forestry research and institutions.

The Comittee agreed that : (i) rural poverty and the search to satisfy basic human
needs for food and energy were the main causes behind the depletion and degradation
of trepical forests; (il) in order to improve the present situation there was need
for stronger international cooperation in several aspects of forestry; (iii) people
must participate in forest management decisions that affect them and recommended that
forest policies should be formulated with emphasis on human resource objectives
{paras. 21, 22 and 31).

As regards the contribution of tropical and subtropical forest and related resources
to development, the Committee endorsed and supported the FAQ/UNEP study on tropical
forest resources and recammended that : (i) the results of this study be continuously
updated and improved; (ii) FAO, as the lead Agency for forestry in the UN system
pursue harmonization of its work on tropical forestry with that of UNEP, Unesco and
other bodies; (iii) that the Director—General consider and report to the next
Conference on the usefulness of giving the FAO Camnittee on Forest Development in the
Trovics additional strength as the best institution to carry out this process of
harmonization (paras. 19, 20 and 23).

Concerning the role of appropriate forest industries, the Camittee emphasized the
importance of the institutional framework for the development of appropriate forest
industries, agreed that appropriateness is not a question of large versus small and
recommended that FAO : (i) arrange symposia on the subject of appropriate forest
industries; (ii) make a study of the various possibilities for appropriate village
level forest industries; (iii) continue work on the portfolio on small-scale forest
industries and expand it to include pulp and paper industries; (iv) continue
cooperation with ILO in forest industries training at all levels, from managers to
workers (paras. 26, 27, 29 and 30).

In considering the implications for forestry research and institutions, the Committee
expressed its appreciation with the on-going cooperative activities undertaken by
FAO, TUFRO and the World Bank in strengthening forestry research in the developing
countries and recommended that : (i) financing and aid agencies should give priority
to the needs of developing countries for external finance in order to strengthen
their forestry research; (ii) the possibilities of developing a system of twinning
arrangements, suggested in the World Bank/FAO report, be further explored; (iii) FAO.
in consultation with IUFRO and the World Bank and other interested entities, pursue
improved information exchange through a reinforcement of existing institutions before
the establishment of any new coordinating body was considered (paras. 34, 37 and 38).
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Matters Referred to the Attention of the Committee and not
Related to other Items of the Agenda

In seeking further information on actions taken in response to a number of recommenda-—
tions it had addressed to FPAO at its Fifth Session, the Conmittee reccrmended that :
(1) Forestry for Local Community Development (FICD) projects which are not successful
also be assessed; (ii) FAQ assistance in forestry be closer to the country level;
(1ii) teaching material on FILD be produced by FAO; (iv) more attention be given to
the forestry problems of arid and semi-arid zones, particularly to sand-dune fixation,
silvo-pastoral systems and research (para. 40).

Review of FAC's Programme of Work for the Forestry Sector

In reviewing FAO's field programmes in forestry, the Committee : (i) endorsed the
policy of structuring forestry field programmes to support national cbjectives of
development in general and rural development in particular; (ii) supported the
growing use of national staff in project executicon; (iii) comrended the role of the
World Food Programme in supporting forestry programmes in general and afforestation
in particular; and (iv) recomended that increased attention be given to the use of
indigencus species for the revegetation of arid zones and for sand-dune fixation
(paras. 45, 49 and 50).

In considering FAO's Medium-Term Chijectives and Programmes in Forestry, the Committee:
(i) noted the difficulties of assigning priorities among forestry programme options;
(1i) endorsed the emphasis throughout the programme on realizing the potentials of
forestry to contribute to rural develcpment; (iii) supported the high priority given
to integrating energy production and use into all aspects of forestry and forest
industry; (iv) agreed that the problems of arid and semi-arid regions deserved
gpecial attention; (v) urged that wildlife management be integrated with forest
resources management; (vi) agreed with the priority given to the development of
appropriate forest industries (paras. 56, 58, 59 and 63).

The Committee recammended that : (i) FAO give increased ewphasis to the development
of adequate instituticnal capacity at the national level; (ii) FAO give continued
emphasis to the development of forestry in the tropics in all its aspects; (iii)
high priority be given to analysis of constraints to implementing sound forestry
strategies; and (iv) consideration be given to issuing UNASYLVA in an expanded form
and more regularly (paras. 57, 58 and 61).

The Commnittee agreed that for its next session there should be an explicit item on
progress made on implementation of the new forestry development strategy. For this item
the Secretariat should prepare a thorough assessment of (1) steps taken to implement
the strategy; (ii) criteria developed for programme selection; (iii) resource
allocations which have resulted; (iv) constraints to implementation; and (v)
evaluation of results to date (para. 64).

Comemorative Ceoins and Stamps

The Committee welcored the FAQ initiative on the promotion of coins and stamps to be
issued by countries in 1984 to coincide with the Ninth World Forestry Congress, urged
countries to join and agreed that this was a valuable initiative to pramote awareness
throughout the world of the need for rational forestry management for development
(para. 68).




TNTRODUCTION

1. The Sixth Session of the CJonmittes on Forestry of the FAO Cowmell was held at FAD
Headgquarters, Rome, Italy, from 3 to 7 May 198Z.

2. The session was attended by delegates from 78 countries, menbers of the Committee,

by cbservers from six other FAO Member Nations and from the Holy See, by representatives
of the United Nations, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Developrment, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the Intemational
Labour Organization, the World Bank and the European Economic Commmity, as well as by
ohservers from nine other organizations. The Committee particularly welcomed new members
and participants. A full list of the participants is given in Appendix B.

3. The session was opened by the Deputy Director-General. In the absence of the Chairman,
the First Vice-Chairman, R.M. Peterson (USA), took the chair.

Adoption of the Agenda

4. The Agenda was adopted. The Agenda is set out in Appendix A to this report. The
list of documents is given in Appendix C. '

Election of Officers and Designation of Drafting Committee

5.  The Committee elected unanimously as Chairman R.M. Peterson (USA), and as First Vice-
Chairman N,D. Bachkheti (India).

6. As Vice-Chairmen representing the F20 regicns of Africa, Europe, Latin America, Near
Fast and the Southwest Pacific, the Comnittee elected:

Africa Ch. Lohourignon Zagote (Ivory Coast)
Eurcpe G.D. Holmes (UK)

Latin America M. Silva Reis (Brazil)
Near East J. Saadallah (Tunisia)
Souttwest Pacific G.M. O'Neill (New Zealand)

7. ‘The Comittee appointed the following to the Drafting Commitiee:

M. Absywickrena (Sri Lanka)
¥. LM, Blaclard (France)
G.A. Stensker (Canada)
Bachir Kadik (Algeria)
R.B. Ryanga {Kenya)
J.P. Agnangoye {Congo}

J. Herrexo E. {Cuba)

RPachir Kadik was elected Chaixman of the Drafting Conmittee.



FORESTRY POLICY ISSUES

Forestry for Development

8. In introducing this item, the Assistant Director-General of the Forestry Department
referred to the forestry strategy for development endorsed by the Committee at its Fifth
Session and subsequently approved by the Council and the Conference. He invited the Committee
to discuss the contribution of forestry to development and suggested that the discussion be
divided into three parts: (a) tropical forest resources; (b) appropriate forest industries
and (c) research and institutions.

9. He pointed out that forestry had moved fram the stage where concern about the tree

for the sake of the tree was the principal consideration, to a stage where thinking and action
centred on the human being and the satisfaction of human needs. This implied differentiation
in the production system by the introduction of innovations in the administration and conser—
vation of natural resources, in institutional structures, and in industrial concepts. It was
essential, therefore, that the decision-making and planning processes of forest management:

be thoroughly reviewed.

10. The sensible plamer would try to examine what was attempted in the past with respect
to social welfare and to learn the lessons from earlier mistakes and successes. It all too
frequently happened that every crisis was regarded as being essentially new and divorced
from its historical background. This was a mistake. History should be used as a means for
understanding more deeply the social systems of the past for the sake of the future.

11, He recalled that the strategy adopted at the Fifth Session called for development that
pursued the integration and harmonization of the protective, productive and social functions
of the forestry system, and stressed that people's participation in decision-making was
indispensable if this was to be brought about. The human being, though unpredictable, was
therefore an essential aspect of forestry plamning which must allow for human bias as a
central aspect. Forest management should make those decisions that provoke permanent and
fruitful interactions between the three innovations referred to earlier.

12, In closing, he emphasized that in these ways forest management must be updated to bring
it closer to actual reality. People must participate as dignified human beings in the deci~
sions that affect them. Unless foresters accepted the challenge of bringing about these
changes, others would take the initiative in doing so, relegating forestry administrations

to a secondary role.

13. The Comuittee supported the concepts and the emphasis contained in this statement. It
expressed its concern at the continuing degradation of the forest resource and the magnitude
of the challenge that this presented to foresters who were expected to manage the forest in
such a way as to provide needed goods and services both to the present generation and to
future generations. The Comittee was unanimous in agreeing that this could only be achieved
by people and involving them in a truly meaningful and active manner.

14. The Cormittee drew attention to the importance of raising awareness amongst the public
at large and amongst policy-makers of the vital linkages between forestry and such essential
components of life and development as energy, environmental stability and rural development.
The world conferences on such subjects as Agrarian Reform and Rural Develcpment, Desertifica-
tion and Renewable Energy had done much to enhance the level of awareness and understanding.
Foresters must now respond and learn how within the framework of their organizational
structures they could reach out to those other parts of society with related concerns.



15. The Committee noted that, at the same time as most countries were faced with serious
and often deteriorating economic situations, the forest sector must be able to provide short~
term economic benefits as well as long-term ecological benefits. There were many other deve-
lopmental goals in other sectors of high priority pressing upon the same limited resources

as might be used to support the forest sector. Forestry programmes must, therefore, be
practical and matched to local conditions and local needs.

(a) Tropical and subtropical forest and related resources — their contribution to develooment

16. In introducing this item, the Director, Forest Resources Division pointed out that
menber countries and the international comminity at large had now at their disposal an
improved information basis on the present situation and trends of tropical and subtropical

forests thanks to the recently completed FAQ/UNEP Tropical Forest Resources Assessment
Project.

17. This major study covered 76 txopical countries, representing in area 97 percent of
all countries situated totally or for thelr larger part within the tropical belt. Informa-
tion had been collected fram many sources, organized and interpreted centrally at FAO Head-
guarters by a team of experts and consultants within a single framework of concepts and
classifications. The forestry institutions of the countries concerned had been assoclated
with the work at the various stages of the study and some of them were in fact responsible
directly for its implementation in their countries. Modern tools had been extensively used
in this study, such as remote sensing (satellite imagery} for the acguisition of additional
area data and automatic data processing for the computerization of the findings.

18. The FAO Coordinator of this study highlighted some of its most important results,
especially those related to present deforestation and afforestation trends. More than

11 million hectares of forests (7.5 million ha of closed forests and 3.8 million ha of open
forests) were being cleared and converted annually to other uses, mainly agricultural.
This represented an annual deforestation rate of 0.6 percent. About 45 percent of the
reduction of closed forests could be ascribed to shifting cultivation, this percentage
being highest in tropical Africa (70 percent). To the deforestation sensu stricto had to
be added the various forms of degradation affecting essentially the open forests and
originating from over-exploitation for fuelwood, over-grazing and repeated burning.

1.1 millicn ha of plantations were being established every year, half of them for purposes
other than industrial (mostly fuelwood), the "rate of replacement" being thus only of one
to ten, but varying to a great extent from cne country to the other.

19. The Committee supported this global study which provided objective information on the
depletion and degradation of tropical forest resources and on the deleterious consequences
both from an environmental and production point of view, not only for forestry but also for
agriculture and the whole rural economy. This information might be used to raise the aware-
ness of the public and of all concermed parties.

20, The Committee recommended that the results of this study be continuously updated and
improved, and that it be expanded to encompass the more arid zones outside the tropics and
take into account other components of the forest ecosystems such as wildlife and soils.
Involvement of competent national and regional institutions should be sought and countries
should be supported in the development of their forest resources assignment progranmes

such as the on—going Brazilian forest cover monitoring progranwe.



21. The Committee agreed that rural poverty and the search to satisfy basic human needs
for food and energy were the main causes behind the depletion and degradation of tropical
forests. Integrated rural development programmes carried out with the active participation of
local populations and conbining agriculture, grazing and forestry, coupled with adequate legis-
lation, were among the ways to secure a desirable balance in land use. Agro-forestry practices,
multiple~use forest plantations (for fuelwood, fodder and as windbreaks and shelterlands) and
utilization of wood from coconut plantations were quoted as examples of various possible al-
tematives to relieve pressure on limited forest resources.

22, The Committee agreed that, in order to improve the present situation, it was necesary
to strengthen intermational cooperation in areas such as : forest resources assessment and moni-
toring, forest management, plantations, tree breeding, agrisilviculture, fecod from forests,
minor forest products, use of secondary species, research, extension, training and social
forestry. Timber producing and consuming countries could cooperate also in the form of joint
ventures including afforestation.

23. The Committee took note of the Report of the Second Expert Meeting on Tropical Forests
held in Rome from 12 to 15 January 1982 and sponsored jointly by UNEP, FAO and Unesco, and
nore specially of its paragraph 62 where it is recomended that the possibility be explored for
the FAO Committee on Forest Development in the Tropics to assume the responsibility for the
continuing review of international action on tropical forestry. In this respect, the Committee:

(1) reaffirmed,in keeping with Resolution 4/81 of the Twenty-First Session of the
FAO Conference, the leading role of FAO within the United Nations system on
matters related to tropical forestry;

(ii) recognized the sovereignty of countries over the forest resources in their
territories and stressed that international cooperation should be subordinate
to the national policies of each individual country;

(ii1) underlined the need for harmonizing international action in support of the
tropical countries' efforts in the management of their forest resources and
development of their forest potentials; ‘

(iv) considered that such a haronization could be achieved through consultation,
sharing of information and avoidance of gaps and duplication of efforts;

(v) stressed that as long as appropriate measures are taken to assign the above
responsibilities, it was not necessary that a new body be established for this

purpose;

(vi) zxeguested FAD to make consultations and take appropriate steps in the light of
the above towards harmonizing further its work on tropical forestry with that of
UNEP, Unesco and other relevant United Nations agencies and programmes, inter-—
national governmental and non-governmental organizations and bhilateral coope-
ration programmes active in tropical forestry;

(vii) recommended to the Director-General that he consider and report to the next
Conference on the usefulness of giving the FAO Comiittee on Forest Development
in the Tropics additional strength as the best institution to carry out this

process of harmonization.



(b)  Appropriate forest industries

24, In introducing this item, the Officer~in-Charge of the Forest Industries Division
suggested a set of criteria for defining "appropriateness". He also stated that the weilght
given to the criteria would vary from country to country and in some cases even within the
same comtry where factors such as population density could affect the conclusions arrived
at with regard to appropriateness. \

25. The Committee generally endorsed the views expressed in document COF0-82/3 and noted
the various criteria given for evaluation of appropriate forest industries, but suggested
the addition of energy considerations.

26. While acknowledging that financial and econcmic viability should be given due
importance, the Committee emphasized that major consideration should be given to cultural
compatibility and the direct benefit to the local population. The value of the establish—
ment of appropriate village level forest industries was emphasized and the Committee
recommended that FAO make a study of the various possibilities in this regard.

27. The Committee emphasized that establishment of the institutional framework for
development of appropriate forest industrieswas of utmost importance and that clear objectives
should be formulated by the governments in order to avoid conflicts of interest between the
organizations involved.

28. The Committee further noted that participation of the people in the development of
appropriate forest industrieswas essential. However, to ensure effective participation,

the general level of education among the rural population must be raised in order to increase
the level of awareness of the aims of appropriate forest industries.

29, The Committee agreed that appropriatenesswas not a question of large versus small but
may have encompassed the whole range of scale of operaticns. The choice in each case would
depend on the local conditions. The Committee recommended that FAO arrange symposia on the
subject of appropriate forest industries. It further recammended that the work on the FAO
portfolio on small-scale forest industries be continued and expanded to include pulp and
paper industries. ’

30. The importance of training at all levels from managers to workers was emphasized and
the Committes swpported the continmuing work of FAO and IIO in this field. It noted that the
success of any forest industries depends to a great extent on the stability of a well-trained
and equipped labour force. Freedom of ovganization and the possibility of collective bar-
gaining for the work-force was considered essential for achieving such a stability.

31. The Committee also recommended that forest policies should be formulated with empbasis

on human resource objectives. The needs of pecple should have a central position in all
plamning of forest industries development.



(c) Research and institutions

32. In introducing this item, the Chief of the Policy and Planning Service clarified that
docunent COFO-82/4 reviewed the action needed for strengthening forestry research in and

for the developing countries in the light of: (i) a study prepared jointly by the World
Bank and FAO and discussed at the XVII IUFRO Congress in September 1981 and, (ii) the
discussions at the Twenty-First FAO Conference on agricultural research needs in developing
countries. The paper put forth a series of proposals for action in this field for consi-
deration of the Committee.

33. This introduction to the agenda item was supplemented by statements by: (i) the World
Bank representative who gave the Committee a status report on the follow-n actions carried
out by the Bank in consultation with FAO to implement the recommendations of the above-
mentioned study and, (ii) the representative of TUFRO who reported on the recent review
following on this matter carried out by the Executive Board of TUFRO.

34, The Committee expressed its appreciation and satisfaction with the on-going cooperative
activities being undertaken by FAQO, IUFRO and the World Bank in strengthening forestry research
in the developing countries. It gave its wholehearted approval to the central theme of those
activities which focus on strengthening forest research capabilities at the national level in
the light of the countries' own priorities and programmes. Recognizing the fact that deve-
loping countries need extermal financing for strengthening forestry research, the Committee
recommended that this be given appropriate priority by financing and aid agencies.

35, The Comnittee also noted the importance attached to research on tropical forestry

among the proposals and priorities based on project proposals submitted by producing countries,
drawn up in consultation with FAO by UNCTAD, in the disCussions on tropical timber in the
integrated programme on camodities.

36. The Committee recognized the need to introduce new subject areas concerned with
commmity forestry, rural energy and the problems of dry and arid zones into the programmes
of the forestry research organizations, particularly in those of national institutions,while
at the same time maintaining the traditional research aimed at industrialization and
commercialization of forest products.

37. The Committee stressed the importance of making full use of existing research results
and the need for improving communications between institutions in different countries.

The Committee endorsed the utility of the twinning arvangements suggested through the World
Bank FRO report and recammended that the possibilities of developing such a system be further
explored.

38. The Cormittee considered that coordination of improved information exchange should,
if possible,be achieved through a reinforcement of existing institutions. The Committee
recommended that FAO, in consultaticn with IUFRO and the World Bank and other interested
entities, pursue this further before the establishment of any new coordinating body was
considered.

39, The Coamittee emphasized the importance of trained research staff as a fundamental
ingredient to improved forestry research in any country and expressed the hope that this
aspect of farestry research development would continve to receive international support.



MATTERS REFERRED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITIEE AND NOT' RELATED TO
OTHER ITEMS OF THE AGENDA

(a) Progress report on follow-up to the recammendations of the Fifth Session of the Committes

40. The Committee expressed its satisfaction at the clarity of the report presented to it
on "Follow-up to the Recommendations of the Fifth Session of the Committee" (COFO-82/5).

In seeking further information on certain reported actions, the Committee recommended that:

(i) Forestry for local Community Development (FICD) projects which are not successful also
be assessed; (ii) FAO assistance in forestry be closer to the country level; (iii) teaching
material on FICD be produced by FAO; (iv) more attention be given to the forestry problems
of arid and semi-arid zones, particularly to sand-dune fixation, silvo-pastoral systems and
research.

(b)  Decisions of FAO Governing Bodies of interest to the Comittee

41. The Committee took note of the decisions taken by FAO Governing Bodies which are of
interest to COFO, reviewed in Secretariat Note COFO-82/6.

(¢) Matters referred to the attention of the Committee by Regional Forestry Cammissions

_and other FAO Statutory Bodies in Forestry which held sessions subsequent to the
Fifth Session of the Committee

42, The Committee took note of the recommendations made by the various Statutory Bedies

in forestry that had met since its Fifth Session (COFO-82/7). The Committee expressed its
concern about the foreseeable negative effects of air pollution on forests, and expressed

its full support to the recommendations of the European and North American Forestry Commissiors
on this subject. It welcomed FAO's initiative to organize an ad hoc meeting on air pollution.
This meeting identified the need for action and the general direction such action might take

at the national and regicnal levels.

43. The Committee also agreed on the importance of ensuring the transfer of technical
know-how between regions and supported the holding of a special meeting on this subject during
its Sixth Session. This meeting suggested that possible mechanisms for cooperation in this
area be further studied by FAO and brought to the attention of Regional Forestry Commissions.
REVIEW OF FAO's PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE FORESTRY SECIOR

(a) Review of forestry field programwes

44, FAO's field programmes in forestry were considered by the Committee on the basis of
Secretariat Note QOFO-82/8. In introducing this item, the Director of the Operations Service
invited the Committee's attention in particular to:

- the orientation of forestry field projects to rural development and
people's participation within the framework of national policies and priorities;

~ the contribution that forestry projects can make to the alleviation
of the rural energy crisis;



~ the growing support of the World Focd Programme to forestry field
programmes; and

- the various sources of finance available for international technical
cocperation in forestry.

45, The Committee endorsed the priorities set out in document COFO-82/8 and the policy
of structuring forestry field programmes to support national objectives of dsvelopment in
general and rural development in particular. It stressed the need for increased self-
reliance through education and training programmes and supported the growing use of national
staff in proiect execution.

46, The Commititee noted and commended the progress of FAO's Special Action Programmes of
Forestry for Development which are addressed to problems of immediate interest to many
menber countries and which have attwacted finance through FAO/Government Cooperative
Programmes.

47, The Committee stressed the importance of the field experts in promoting dialogue
between the member countries and FAO, and in providing stimulation to national experts
through exchange of professional experience.

48. The Committee noted that developing countries welcame FAO's assistance in the formul—
aticn of strategies and projects to meet national developmental needs. In this respsct
FAO was congidered to be well placed to support the planning process and to promote
investment in diverse forestry projects in the countries.

49, The Committee noted the pressing need for action on the alleviation of the effects
of aridity in the life of rural comwnities, and on the control of desertification. It
recommended that increased attention be given to the use of indigenous species for the
revegetation of arid zones and for sand-dune fixation.

50. The Committee comrended the role of the World Food Programme in ‘supporting forestry
programmes in general and afforestation in particular.

51, While comending the Secretariat paper "Review of forestry field programmes", the
Camittee suggested that for the next session of COFO the pager should include a cataleogue
of ongoing projects, and an analysis of the impact of projects, including successes and
failures, in order that a better appreciaticn may be obtained of the progress of forestry
programues, particularly of those in the area of rural development.

(1)  Review of progress made in 1980-81 and main features of the Programme of Work in
Forestry for 1982~83 and

{c) FRO's medium—texm objectives and programmes in Forestry

52. Secretariat Notes COFO-82/9, "Review of progress made in 1980~81l and main features
of the Programme of Work in Forestry for 1982-83" and COFO-82/10, "FAO's medium-term
objectives and programpes in Forestry", were intrcduced by the Assistant Director-Ceneral
and the Chief, Policy and Plamning Service of the Forestyry Department. In introducing
the papers, it was pointed out that the current Programme of Work in forestry reflectsd the



clear perception of the need to plan and implement forestry programmes/projects, bearing in
mind that people are the beneficiaries as well as the protagonists of development. This was
in tune with F2O's Forestry Strategy for Development, approved by this Committes during its
Fifth Session in 1980.

53. For the 1982-83 Programme of Work the same structure of four programmes adopted in
the previous biennium had been maintained. Enphasis had been on consolidation of the new
priorities set out in the strategy endorsed by the Committee at its Fifth Session.

54. Development: of the mediun-term objectives had been greatly assisted by the extensive
discussion on forestry at the Twenty-First FAO Conference. This had emphasized the role
forestry played in maintaining the soil and water base necessary for continued agricultural
production, the importance of wood as a source of energy and of the links between growing
fuelwood imbalances and the deteriorating environmental situation, and the need for long-
term objectives to enable forestry to meet future needs.

55. The Conmittee supported the proposals contained in documents COFO-82/9 and COFO-82/10.
In view of limitation of fimds, it was stressed that priorities should be carefully established
in order to achieve maximum impact and benefits from programes.

56. The Committee endorsed the emphasis throughout the programme on realizing the potentials
of forestry to contribute to rural development. It also supported the high priority given

to integrating energy production and use into all aspects of forestry and forest industry.

The UN Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy had clearly shown the overriding
importance of energy from wood for the developing world.

57. The Committee stressed the importance of developing appropriate forestry institutions
and their strengthening. Without sound institutional mechanisms for administration, research,
extension, education and training it would be impossible to implement successfully forestry
programmes. The Camuittee recommended that FAO give increased emphasis to the development of
adequate institutional capacity at the national level. The importance of forestry education
and extension was especially highlighted as an important link in the development of the
sactor.

58. The Comuittee recommended that FAO give continued emphasis to the development of forestry
in the tropics, in all its aspects. It stressed the particular importance of assessment and
nmonitoring of resources, the need for research into tropical forest management and the
application of research results and agreed that the problems of arid and semi~arid regions also
deserved special attention. The Committee recognized that wildlife offered great potential

for rural devlopment, in addition to its ecological and envircnmental contributions, and urged
that wildlife management should be rationally integrated with forest resources managemnsnt.

58, The Committee agreed with the priority given to development of appropriate forest
industries and noted that sound industries were essential for sound forest management. The
importance of increased processing of wood in the country of origin and effective utilization

of wood waste was specifically pointed out. Appropriate industry development could further be
promoted  through research (e.g., on lesser-known species and thelr properties), adaptation and
transfer of technology, and promotion of appropriate institutions. The importance of technical
cooperation among developing countries in the forestyy and forest industry sector at the regional
level was stressed and the Comuittee appreciated the role played by FRO in this regaxd. The
need to give more attention to the welfare of forest workers and the importance of protection

of forest workers from health hazards was stressed.
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60. Recognizing that 'people' should have the central place in forestry development and
that people's effective participation dependedon their perception of forestry based on
information available to them, the Committee agreed that programmes to educate people and
to strengthen forestry extension were particularly important. Moreover, viable models for
people's involvement in terms of equity participation, profit-sharing and appropriate
technology needed to be developed and participatory forestry activities to be designed
recognizing the role of women in forestry.

61. The Committee stressed the importance of strengthening forestry planning capabilities
and emphasized the wnigue role of FAO in carrying out the collection and dissemination of
information and analytical studies needed for formulating policies, programmes and projects.
It recommended that high priority be given to analysis of constraints to implementing sound
forestry strategies. The Committee recognized the value of UNASYLVA as an important vehicle
of information dissemination and recommended that consideration be given to issuing it in

an expanded form and more regularly.

62. It was noted that in some cases FAO programmes did not take into consideration the
need for increase in agricultural production and productivity in develcping countries. It
was felt that for this reason, forestry programmes did not receive the support they deserved
within the limited resources of FAO. The hope was expressed that member countries, through
the FAD Governing Bodies, would help the Organization improve the selection of programme
priorities.

63. The Committee noted the difficulties of assigning priorities among forestry programme
options, and the desirability of establishing criteria for this purpose. The hope was
expressed that, in future, programme components and proposals would be presented in a manner
that showed clearly their relevance to the objectives. The Deputy Director-General informed
the meeting that in-depth evaluations of each programme were carried out for the FAO
Conference and that it might be difficult to arrive at more concrete measures of impact than
were achieved in that exercise.

64. The Committee agreed that for its next session there should be an explicit item on
progress made on inmplementation of the new forestry development strategy. For this item
the Secretariat should prepare a thorough assessment of (i) steps taken to implement the
strategy; (il) criteria developed for programme selection; (iii) resource allocations
which have resulted:; (iv) constraints to implementation; (v) evaluation of results to date.

OTHER MATTERS

The Ninth World Forestry Congress

65. In introducing this item, the Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department, drew
delegates' attention to the criteria of geographical and ecological rotation used in selecting
the host country for the World Forestry Congress and informed them of the decisicon of the
Eighty~First Session of the FAO Council to accept the generous offer made by Mexico to host
the Congress in 1984.

66. The delegate of Mexico expressed his country's gratitude for being chosen to host the
Congress and informed delegates of steps already taken towards its organization. Mexico
proposed the third week of October 1984 and Mexico City as the appropriate time and place but
did not exclude other possibilities should these be suggested.
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67. The delegate of Mexico mentioned several possible Congress themes for COFO delegates'
consideration:

. forestry for development

. physical and intangible products of the forest
forests and the production of food

. forests and the environment

. changes in the use of forest land
management of forests as an inheritance from the past and
a challenge for the future

and welcomed any others that delegates might wish to propose.

Commemorative Coins and Stamps

68. The Assistant Director~General in charge of the Department of General Affairs and
Information +told the Committee about the FAO initiative on the promotion of coins and
stamps with the theme "Forestry for Development" to he issued by countries in 1984 to co-
incide with the Ninth World Forestry Congress. The Committee urged countries to join in this
initiative and requested delegates to promote the issue of coins and stamps for 1984 with
this theme. These might feature the emblem to be chosen for the Congress. The Committee
agreed that this was a valuable initiative to promote awareness throughout the world of the
need for rational forestry management for development.

Insect Infestation

69. The Committee's attention was drawn to the mass occurrence of the nun moth (Lymantria
monacha L.) in the forests of some European countries.

Date and Place of Next Session

70. In accordance with Rule XX of the General Rules of the Organization (GRO), the
Committee agreed that past practice be continued and that its next session be held early in
1984, the exact date to be established as provided by this Rule.
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Délégué
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Enbajador de la Replblica
Dominicana ante la FAQ

Roma,

Suplente
D. CAMPAGNA
Representante Permanente Alterno
de la Replblica Daminicana ante la FAC

Roma

Asesor
MARGARTTA CEDENO P. (Sra. Dona)
Asesor, HEnbajada de la RepGblica
Dominicana

Rama

BEGYPT -~ EGYPTE -~ EGIPTO

Delegate
Y.A, HAMDI
Alternate Permanent Representative
of Egypt to FAO

Rome



- 17 -

EL SALVADOR

Delegado
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P.M. AMUKOA
Alternate Permanent Representative
of Kenya to FAO

Rome

KOREA (RFPUBLIC OF) - COREE (REPUBLIOUE DE)
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Delegado
MAYRA IVANKOVICH DE AROSEMENA (Dra.)
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APPENDIX C
LIST OF DOCUMENTS
Agenda Iten Code Title

1 COFO-82/1 Provisional Agenda

3(a) QOFO-82/2 Tropical and subtropical forests and related
resources

3(b) QOFO-~82/3 Appropriate forest industries

3(e) COFO~-82/4 Research and institutions

4(a) COFO-82/5 Follew-up to the recommendations of the Fifth
Session of the Committee

4 (b) QCro~-82/6 Decisions of FAC Governing Bodies of interest
to the Committee

4 () QOFO~82/7 Recamendations of the FRO Regional Forestry
Commissions and of other FAO Statutory Bodies in
Forestry

5(a) COFO-82/8 Review of forestry field programmes

5(b) COFO~82/9 Review of progress made in 1980-81 and main features
of the Programme of Work in Forestry for 1982-83

5(c) COFO-82/10 FAO's mediun-term chjectives and programmes in
Forestry

Information Documents

COFO~82/Inf. 1 General Information for Participants
QOFO~82/1Inf.2 Annotated Provisicnal Agenda

COFO~82/Inf. 3 Provisional Timetable

COFO~-82/Inf. 4 List of Documents

COFO-82/Inf.5 Provisional List of Delegates and Observers
COFO~-82/Inf.6 Present and Past Officers and Rules of Procedure
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