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FAO Member Nations in the Near East Region (as of 21 May 1992)

Afghanistan Kuwait Somalia

Algeria Lebanon . Sudan

Bahrain Libya Syria

Cyprus Mauritania Tunisia

Djibouti Morocco Turkey

Egypt Oman United Arab Emirates
Iran, Islamic Republic of Pakistan Yemen'

Iragq Qatar

Jordan Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of

Date and place of FAO Regional Conferences for the Near East

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh
‘Twelfth
Thirteenth
Fourteenth
Fifteenth
Sixteenth
Seventeenth
Eighteenth
Nineteenth
Twentieth
Twenty-first

— Cairo, Egypt, 2-14 February 1948

— Bloudane, Syria, 28 August - 6 September 1951
— Cairo, Egypt, 1-9 September 1953

— Damascus, Syria, 10-20 December 19582

— Teheran, Iran, 21 September - 1 October 1960
— Tel Amara, Lebanon, 30 July - 8 August 1962

— Cairo, Egypt, 19-31 October 19642

— Khartoum, Sudan, 24 January - 2 February 1967
— Baghdad, Iraq, 21 September - 1 October 1968
— Islamabad, Pakistan, 12-22 September 1970

— Kuwait, Kuwait, 9-19 September 1972

— Amman, Jordan, 31 August - 9 September 1974
— Tunis, Tunisia, 4-11 October 1976

— Damascus, Syria, 9-16 September 1978

— Rome, ltaly, 21-25 April 1981

— Nicosia, Cyprus, 25-29 October 1982

— Aden, People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, 11-15 March 1984
— lIstanbul, Turkey, 17-21 Maich 1986

— Muscat, Oman, 13-17 March 1988

— Tunis, Tunisia, 12-16 March 1990

— Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 17-21 May 1992

'On 22 May 1990, the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Democratic Républic of Yemen merged to form the Repubilic of

Yemen.

2From 1 February 1958 until 28 September 1961, known as United Arab Republic.
3Known as United Arab Republic until 2 September 1971.
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PURNTY-PIRSYT REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE NEBR BEAST

Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 17-21 May 1992

SUMMARY OF MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

FA0 hetivities im the Region

TOR THE ATTIENTION OF MEMBER NATIONS

The Conference galled upon Member Governmenkts to:

give greater attentlon to agro-silvi-pastoral aspects in forestry
peliciaes, plans and programmes, strengthen forestry education and
disseninate research results among decision-makers, practitioners
and trainers. (para. 67 (a),(b))

ingtitute and adopt libsral market policies that accommodate an
appropriate combination of private and public sector financing in
providing agricultural services to farmers. (para. 67 (c))

review and update existing food laws and regulations to cope with
racent developments. (para. 67 (4))

congider all aspects involved when planning and implementing food logs
prevantion programmes and establish networks for pre-~ and post-harvest
loss reduction. (para. 67 (e})

adopt policies to enhance and improve the role of women in
agricultural development. (para. 67 (f})

adopt policies to promote seed development and ensure adequate
implementation of appropriate legislation to promote guality
saad development and preduction. (para. &7 (g),(h))

strengthen and standardize certification programmes and promote
regional cooperation in tissue culture. (para. 67 (i))

FOR THID ARTENTION OF FAO

The Confarsnce reguested FAO to:

agurvey and analyse forestry curricula in the Near East and advise
governments on th@ir adaptation to meet the emerging needs of the
countries concerned. {(para. 68 (a))

organize » regional seminar on community forestry te enable
participants to exchange information and experience. (para. 68 (b))

organize a reglonal seminar on range management to gtudy all
technical, soclo-political and economic aspects, and suggest other
posgible means of livelihood for the range communities. (para. 68 (¢))

provide advice on pelicies, timing and sequence of change# in the
public and private sactors® roles in providing services and inputs to
farmers. (pava. 8 {(d))
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continue to provide technical support to strengthen naticnal food
control prograﬁmes in the Region; assist Member Nations in the
development of appropriate training curricula for food control
personnel; and organize national and regional training programmes in
food control-related subjects. (para. 68 (e))

provide technical advice to Member Nations in establishing
import/export quality control and certification systems.
(para 68 (f))

agsist in designing and implementing national and regional seed
policies and programmes and organize training programmes to strengthen
the capabilities of professionals and technicians in the seed
production industry. (para. 68 (g))

prepare a regional project on integrated pest management (IPM) for
protected vegetable cultivation and approach donors to ensure its
funding. (para. 68 (h))

promote cooperation ameng Member Nations in tissue culture techniques
and enhance collaboration among national laboratories in this field.
(para. 68 (1)) :

submit a document to the Twenty-second FAO Regional Conference for the
Near East, providing information on the status and achievements of the
Near East Cooperative Programme (NECP), highlighting its impact on
recipient countries and proposing alternatives for its reactivation
and continuation. (para. 68 (J))

Policies lLeading to the Efficient Use and Conservation of

Water Resources in the Near East Region

FO TTENTION OF THE MEMBER NATIONS
The Conference called upon Member Governments to:

give due consideration to the regulation of ground-water extraction
methods regarding recharge, water quality and sea-water intrusion to
maintain ground water resources within safety parameters.

(para. 82 (a))

clearly define national policies, consistent with the socio-economic
environmment, for water use in agriculture. (para. 82 (b))

institutionalize coordination and working linkages among various
national agencies concerned with water. (para. 82 (c¢))

improve national data bases and establish data banks for land and
water resources giving due regard to quality, use and management
considerations. (para. 82 (d))

consider recycling of properly treated waste-water for agricultural
ugse. (para. 82 (e))

follow up on the recommendation made by the Twentieth FAO Regional
Conference for the Near East (Tunis, Tunisia, 12-16 March 1990) on the
use of common water resources. (para. 82 (f))
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apply biotechnologies in developing salt~- and drought-tolerant plant

varieties. (para. 82 (q))

egtablish units within the agricultural extension system to cater for
on-farm water management. (para. 82 (h))

OR TH T ON OF FRO
The Conference requested FAO to assist Member Nations to:

formulate comprehensive national policies for the efficient use and
conservation of water resources. (para. 83 (a))

organize national/regional workshops to prepare an action programme
for the control and/or prevention of sea~water intrusion.
{para. 83 (b))

establish or strengthen national information systems for water
management and water quality monitoring systems. (para. 83 (c),(d))

gtrengthen agricultural extension services in the area of on-farm
water management. (para. 83 (e))

establish a regional data bank for land and water resources specifying
quality, use and management considerations. (para. 83 (f))

establish a regional laboratory for testing and quality control of
irrigation equipment and materials. (para. 83 (g))

carry out necessary studies on water valuation as a means of
establishing cost recovery systems. (para. 83 (h))

prepare a manual or guidelines for safe and efficient use of
fertigation/chemigation. (para. 84 (a))

study, in consultation with Member Nations of the Region, the need to
establish a Regional Land and Water Resources Centre. (para. 84 (b))

Regional Cooperation for Bnimal Diseaga Control and Eradication
FOR THE ATTENTION OF MEMBER NATIONS

The Conference galled upon Member Governments to:

prepare and implement national programmes for the control of
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD). (para. 96 (a))

give due support to West Asia Rinderpest Eradication Campaign
Coordination (WARECC) and national animal health services for the
complete eradication of rinderpest. (para. 96 (b))

intensify regional cooperation in regulating entry/movement of animals
and animal materials and in strictly enforcing existing national and
international quarantine regulations. (para. 96 (c))

strengthen national veterinary services and consider the advantages of
parallel veterinary private sector services. (para. 96 (d))
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conoider the redefinition of the role, activities, organization and
funding of the Middle East Regional Animal Production and Health
Project (MINEADEP), or, alternatively. congider the establishement of
another forum for coordinating animal production and health activities
in the Region. (para. %6 (e))

communicate accurate and timely information on the occurrence of
animal digeages and collaborate with FAO, OIE and WHO in providing
dizease information and statistics for the publication of the Animal
Hoalth Yearbook. (para. 96 (f))

The Conference reguested FAO to:

ageist Member Nations in preparing and implemeniing FHD control
programmes and study the possibility of initiating a reglional project
for that purpose. (para. 97 (a), (b))

convene a regional meeting to discuss the future of MINBADEP.
{para. 97 {(¢)}

&tr@ngtheh WARECC by preparing a& cooperative agresment to cover and
fund vaccination and sero-monitoring activities in Member Nations on
an annual bagis. (para. 97 (4d))

prepare a regional programme, in gollaboration with WHO, the countries
of the Region and donors, to control and sventually eradicate wajor
zoonoses in the Region and prevent the entry and spread of exotic
diseases. (para. 27 (e))

service the establishment of & Reglional Epidemioclogy Investlgation
Serviee (EIS) in the Near Bast Region to address regional cooperation
efforts regarding disease diagnosis and information sharing,
coordination of animal disease contrel progranmes and egtablishing
disease contyol priorities within the Reglion. (para. 97 (L))

Reprosontation of the Region in the CUIAR
POR TREE ATIBNTION OF MEM MATTONS
The Conference galled upon Member Governments Los

gontinue their efforts to strengthen the capablillities of pational
agricultural ressarch institutions by improving resesrch management,
reeruiting highly qualified and competent regesarch leaders and
sllocating adequate funds for reseavch. (para. 103 (a))

promote cooperation and improve coordination among dififereat research
ingtitutions operating under various ministries/departmente/
universities within individual countries to enhance research
efficiency and effectiveness. (para. 103 (b))

support the recently established Association of Agricultural Research
Institutions in the Near EBast and North Africa (BARINENA} to enhance
regional cooperation in agricultural research. (parva. 103 (¢))
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ensure that designated representatives of the Region in the CGIAR are
well-versed in agricultural research needs and programmes Lo Member
Nations of the Region. (para. 103 (d))

FOR THR ATTENTION OF FAQ

The Conference xequegted FAO to:

continue its assistance to Member Nations of the Region in the
formulation and implementation of operational programmes Lo inprove
the efficiency of national research institutions. (para. 104 {a))

provide technical assistance in institution building and human
resource development to improve organization, management and
implementation of national agricultural research programmes.
{(para. 104 (b))

provide secretarial services and technical assistance to RARINENZ, in
improving cocperation and coordination among Member Nations, -
{para. 104 (¢))

support efforts by the representatives of the Region in the CGIAR Lo
facilitate the flow of information from national research institutions
to CGIAR and ensure feedback. (para. 104 (d))

continue to provide information, and operational and administrative
services to the regional representative in the CGIAR. (para. 104 (e)

The Conference noted that Tunisia would continue to represent the
Region in the CGIAR for 1993 and 1994 and elected the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Dr Ali Ahoonmanesh, Deputy Minigter of Agriculture for
Research, Education and Extension) to represent the Region for the
period 1993-1996. (para. 105)

Update on International Conference on Nutritionm (ICN) Preparaticns
FOR THE ATTENTION OF MEMBER NATIONS

The Conference urged Member Governments to undergo preparations for
the International Conference on Nutrition and ensure that their
regpective country representation be at the highest possgible
pelicy-making and technical levels. (para. 109)

Date and Place of the Twentv-second FAOC Regional Conference for the
Near Bast

FOR_THE ATTENTION OF FACQ

The Conference reguested the Director-General of FAO to take the kind
invitation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to hoat the
PTwenty-second FAO Regional Conference for the Near East into .
gonsideration, in consultation with Member Governments of the Region.
{para. 110)






INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Inauguration of the Conference

1. The Twenty-first FAQ Regional Conference for the Near East was held
in the Esteghlal Grand Hotel, Teheran, the Islamic Republic of Iran, from
17 to 21 May 1992, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

2. The Conference was inaugurated by His Excellency Hassan Habibi,
First Deputy President of the Islamic Republiec of Iran. The inaugural
ceremony was attended by Heads and Members of Delegations and
representatives of FAO Member Nationa in the Region, Obgervers from a
number of other Member Nations, from regional and international
governmental and non-governmental organizationg and non-governmental
organizations and bodies, and the Independent Chairman of the FAOQ Council.
The list of participants is given in Appendix B to this report. The
ceremony was also attended by ministers, high-ranking state officials and
heads/ representatives of diplomatic and UN missions in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as well as representatives of the news media.

3. In his inaugural address, His Excellency Hassan Habibi stated that
the Conference wag convened under the patronage of His Excellency
Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar Hashimi Rafsanjani, President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, in recognition of FAO's dynamic and effective role in
promoting sustainable agricultural development, especially with regard to
increasing water use efficiency, conserving water resources and eradicating
livestock diseases in countries of the Region, and in view of the high
priority the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran attached to
agricultural development.

4. His Bxcellency Habibi extended a warm welcome to the distinguished
Delegates and Observers, and hoped that the Conference would achieve
valuable results for the development of agriculture in the Region. He
streassed the specific aspects of the Region, namely climatic, demographic
and geopolitical similarities.

5. His excellency referred to the many significant world events in
recent years which had deeply influenced the Region and neighbouring
countries.

6. His Excellency stressed that agriculture and the environment were
two inseparable igsues. Preservation of the environment would positively
contribute to human well-being. To control and prevent environmental
pollution, he called for regiocnal and international cooperation and
harmonization of efforts. In this respect, importance was attached to the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. -

7. His Excellency called for close collaboration among countries of the
Region, with a view to achieving regional self-gufficiency, overcoming
economic difficulties and promoting national and regional development. He
stated that available financial resources within the Region would
significantly contribute to development if they were properly used. In this
respect, he stressed that United Nations agencies could play an important
role in assisting countries of the Region to achieve efficiency by
adequately allocating available resources.
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8. The First Deputy President commended FAO and its Regional Office for
preparing valuable documents on water, livestock and collaborative research
activities.

a9, His Bxeellency Habibi highlighted a number of development
objectives, including: self-sufficiency in food production, sustainable
agricultural development, conservation of the environment and the
generation of sufficient employment opportunities for the rural community.

190, For these objectives to materialize, His BExcellency called for:
exchanging information, experience and expertise among the countries of the
Region; enhancing economic cooperation endeavours with the ultimate
objective of establishing a regional common market, promoting coordinated
agricultural research programmes and establishing a regional agricultural
research centre.

il. in conclusion, His Excellency Habibi wished the Conference every
success.
i2. The Director~General of FAO, Mr Edouard Saouma, addressed the

inauvgural gession of the Conference and expressed his profound thanks to
His Excellency Hojjatoleslam Rafsanjani for ‘hosting the Conference, and for
designating His Excellency Habibi to inaugurate and address the Conference.

i3, Mr Saouma stated that the Conference was held under the theme of
"praternity and Action®. This was the first time such a high-level
gathering took place after the serious events that had shaken the Region
over the last few years. This high-level gathering underlined a mutual will
to establish dialogue, understanding and peace, as well as a detexmination
o promote agricultural development and food security. The Conference was
also & recognition of FAO's role in the Reglon.

Biection of the Chaizman snd Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of the
Ranportauy

14, Hip BExeellency Issa Kalantari, Minister for Agriculture of the
Islamic Republic of Irvan, was unanimously elected Chairman of the
Confarance,

15, His Breellency Kalanta;i expresged his thanks and appreciation fox
the confidence placed in him by the Conference.

16. The Conference resolved that all other Heads of Delegations would be
Viea-Chalymen.

7. The Conference appointed His Excellency Habib Ahmed Kassem
{Bahrain) as Rapporteur.

Adopiilon of the doends and Timeteble

18, The Provizional Agenda and the Timetable were adopted by the
Conference. The Agenda is given in Appendix A to this report.



Btatement by the Director-General

19, My Edouard Saouma, the Director~General of FAQ, aupressed his
#incers thanks and appreciation to His Excellency Issa Kalantari, Minister
for Agriculture, and his Government for hosting the Conference and for
providing excellent facilities, as well as for the warm and generous
hospitality of the Iranlan people. The Director-General welcomed the
Delegates and Observers to the Conference and wished them |very success.

20, The Dirsctor-General further congratulated His Excellency Issa
Kalantari, Minister for Agriculture, on his unanimous election ap Chalrman
of the Conference. He aleso congratulated the distinguished Vice~Chairmen on
thelr election, and the Rapporteur on his appointment.

21. The hirector-General warmly welcomed the distinguished Ministers,
Heads and Members of Delegations and Observers, and the Independent
Chairman of the FAO Council, My Antoine Saintraint.

22. The Director-Ceneral expressed satisfaction that the FAO Regional
Office for the Near East had returned to its original seat in Caire where,
because of ite centyxal location within the Region, would render more
effective services to Member Nations. He said that he was particularly
pleased to have been able to secure the services of Mr Atif Yehva Bukhari
as Representativa. Moreover, the recent establishment of an FAD
Representation in the Islamic Republic of Iran would strengthen the
existing cooperation between that country and the Organization.

23 The Director-General expressed his deep concern over the wars and
natural disasters that had ravaged the economies and damaged the
environment in several countries of the Region and whose serious
rgpercusgions would continue to be felt in the future. He also referred to
the internal conflictes that devastated a number of countries and that
contributed to serious food shortages by spreading malnutrition, starvation
and the spectre of famine.

24, Moreover, the slowdown of world economic activity had adversely
atfected the developing countries of the Region. Many countries had to face
increased problems associated with the return of large numbers of migrant
workers, loss of vemittances, and disruptions in trade, tourism and gapital
flows. For the first time in recent history, a number of rich countries had
to resort to borrowing from international banks. Persisting protectionism
in industrialized countries had been exacerbated by depressed prices for
primary commodities.

i5. The Director-General expressed hope for a successful outcome of the
long, drawn-out GATT Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiationa.
Suecess in those talks would lay the foundation for a more equitable, open
and dynamie trading system. Without such a system, it would be difficult
for the countries of the Region to continue their pursuit of national
policy adugtments that dealt with complex issues such as mavket and
exchange rate liberaliszation.

26, The Dirsctor-General stressed two major constraints adversely
affecting the Region, namely water shortage ang pesteg. Demand for wabter wag

i}

geriously approaching the limits of the available resources. Problens
salated Lo wabter uwse in the Region were many and diverses low lrrigation
fficiency, water pollution, water-logging, inefficient drainage systems



and lack of sound policies and strategies. B water summit had been
advocated by a number of leaders of the Region. It was, therefore, no
coincidence that one of the major documents before the Conference dealt
with this issue.’

27. Turning to another aspect of agricultural development of
significance to the Near East Region, the Director-General stressed the
importance of livestock production and its protection against the spread of
infectious diseases.

28. Recent experience had shown that without cloge and strong
cooperation efforts among countries of the Region, major catastrophes could
occur. The recent incidence of the New World screwworm in Libya was a
striking example. The successful FAO~-led campaign to control this lethal
pest served to strengthen faith in the capacity of the international
community to respond to major emergencies with speed and generosity.

29. The Director-General also stressed the importance of expanding
regional cooperation efforts in controlling animal diseases to preserve the
animal resources of the Region. Enhanced cooperation in disease diagnosis
techniques, in information exchanges, effitient promotion of measures for
quarantine control and for the coordination of animal disease control
programmes among countries of the Region was nevertheless still desirable.

30. The Director~General then reviewed the preparations for the
International Conference on Nutrition (ICN), due to be held in Rome in
December 1992, under the joint sponsorship of FAQ and the World Health
Organization (WHO). He said that the Conference would be the first
worldwide gathering of its kind to address a broad range of issues
affecting the nutritional status of the world population. The regional
preparatory meeting on ICN held in Cairo, in April 1991, reviewed a
comprehensive Secretariat report on the regional food and nutrition
situation as well as a Draft Plan of Action and a Draft Declaration that
would be brought to the attention of the International Conference.

31. The Director-General stated that problems linked to environmental
degradation caused in particular by deforestation, soil erosion,
overexploitation and desert encroachment were of major concern to the Near
East Region. The importance of sustainable agricultural development, which
had been identified as one of the main medium~term challenges outlined in
the FAO Medium=-Term Plan (MTP) for 1992-97, was stressed within this
context.

32. The Director-~General then outlined regional priorities and
highlighted FAO's activities under the Field Programme, with 250 ongoing
projects for a total approved budget of US$ 450 million, including
Technical Cooperation Projects (TCPs).

1 See NERC/92/3



33. The Director-General stressed that FAO, through its Regional Office
for the Near East, would continue its catalytic and supportive role in
ECDC/TCDC by promoting new concepts and approaches through inter-country
consultations, training activities and regional organizations and networks.

34. In conclusion, the Director~General stressed that chronic tensions
and recent strife must give way to peace, stability and cooperation in the
Region. The complete text of the Director-General's statement is reproduced

in Appendix D.



STATE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE TN THE REGION

. Countyy Statements and General Debate

35, The delegates unanimously expressed their sincere thanks and deep
gratitude to His Excellency Hojjatoleslam Akbar Hashimi Rafsanjani, the
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, for having the Conference
convened under his patronage, and to His Excellency Hassan Habibi, the
Fizrst Deputy President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, for delivering the
inaugural address. They also expressed their appreciation to the Government
for hosting the Conference and for the generous hospitality offered to the
participants, as well as for the excellent facilities provided.

36. The delegates congratulated His Excellency Isea Kalantari, Minister
for Agriculbture, on his unanimous election as Chairman of the Conference,
and His BExcellency Habib Kassem on his appointment ag Rapporteur.

7. They also expressed sincere appreciation for FAO's continued efforts
in promoting agricultural and rural develdpment in the Region. They
commended the Director-General for his dedication to the fulfiliment of the
cause of FAQ and appreciated his comprehensive address to the Conference.
They also recognized the efforts deployed by the ADG/Reglonal
Repregentative for the Near Bast, Dr Atif ¥. Bukhari, to enpure the smooth
functioning and efficiency of the Regional Office after itg releocation to
ite original seat in Cairo. They welcomed and encouraged the staff of the
Regional Office to visit Member Nations on a more frequent basle to gain
firgt-hand experience and knowledge of the current problemsg and be in 2
better positlion to provide pertinent advice.

ie. The majority of delegates delivered country statenents on the state
of food and agriculture and national strategies and policies Zox
agricultural development in thelr countries. They zsppreciated the ilnclugion
in the Agenda of the two subjects: "Policleg Leading to the Bificlent Use
and Conservation of Water Resources in the Near Sast Reglon®, and "Reglonal
tooperation for &nimal Disease Control and Bradication®.

39, The lmportance of efficlent and rational use of water and of
exploving new water resources was stressed by mogt of the d&l@gateﬁﬁ They
further stressed that water storage would, in the near fubture, congtiitute a
main congtraint to sustainable agricultural development. They underlined
the importance of developing appropriate water harvesting and storage
technigues, ag well ag the need teo exchange information and experience in
this field.

40. Some delegates pointed out the achievements accomplished by thelr
eountries in recycling waste-water to supplement fresh-water resgouress.
They exprsssed thelr willingness to share such experience with other Membeyw
Nationg.

41, Delegates expressed thelr concern regarding the repested dvought in
the Region since the early eighties, the decreased agricultural ouiput,
eopecially in rainfed areas, and the lnereasing desert encroachment and
goil degradation. They stressed the role of regional cooperation endsavours
in minimizing the devastating effects of drought.



42. A proposal for establishing a regional soil and water research
centre to formulate regional programmes in developing water resources and
in accelerating their implementation was presented.

43. The problem of checking the spread of diseases represented a good
potential in promoting regional cooperation efforts. Exchange of
information among countries of the Region and urgent notification of
disease outbreaks in any country was absolutely necessary for timely action
in preventing the spread of disease. Many delegates expressed their concern
that existing coordination arrangements were inadequate for appropriate
animal disease control, and requested FAO's assistance in this respect.

44. The need to produce guality vaccines in the countries of the Region
was stressed. Many delegates called for the identification of mnational
veterinary laboratories to act as regional referral centres in testing
vaccines and other bioclogical materials.

45. The need to strengthen linkages between national research systems
and extension gervices to increase their efficiency, effectiveness and
impact in addressing the real problems facing the farmers was brought to
the attention of the Conference.

46. The role of FAO in promoting ECDC/TCDC was commended by many
delegates, who stressed the importance of South-South cooperation and the
need for its promotion within the Region.

47. Fish provided a sizable source of animal protein for many countries
in the Region. While overall regional fish preoduction was below potential,
recent events had further exacerbated the situation. Delegates expressed
the need to take corrective action in improving the marine environment and
in increasing fish production.

48. The world economic recegsion that prevailed during the late 1980s
had its negative effects on the economies of the Third World, including
countriea of the Region, with slackened demand for agricultural and other
primary commodities and increased balance-of-payment deficits. Delegates
noted the potential for regional cooperation efforts to take place in this
area by enhancing intra-regional agricultural trade.

49. The Near East Region continued to face such major challenges as low
development rates, income inequality, country and regional disparities,
rapid population growth, environmental degradation, external debt,
protectionism and unfavourabkle terms of trade. At a time when developed
countries were a experiencing a recessionary economic period and external
development resources had become very limited, these difficulties
congtrained regional efforts to combat hunger and poverty.

50. Sustained agricultural development was insepavable from
environmental congervation for future generations. Some delegates expressed
their concern with the ongoing environmental degradation and expressed the
urgent need for its containment. In so doing, they indicated the need for
rational use of resources conducive to sustainable development, and urged
developed countries to intensify their efforts in alleviating harmful
environmental effects.

51. The trend towards privatization, promotion of free market operations
and decentralization of agricultural planning was acknowledged by several
delegates. Such a trend would require the implementation of appropriate



structural adjustment programmes and the release of free market mechanisms,
especially with regard to the provision of agricultural inputs and
services.

52. Delegates commended FAO for arranging a symposium on developing the
agricultural sector in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (Rome, October
1991). They supported its conclusions and recommendations, and called upon
FAO to study the possibility of implementing them.

Report on FAO Activities in the Region 1990-19917

53. The return of the Regional Office for the Near East to its original
seat in Cairo as of 1 September 1991 was warmly welcomed by the Conference
as a step forward in enhancing its ability to readily respond to the needs
of the Member Nations.

54, The Conference noted with satisfaction that, irrespective of adverse
political conditions leading to restricted staff movements in some parts of
the Region, FAQO's financial problems and vacant regional posts, the
Regional Office had been able to implement the greater part of its work
plan under the Programme of Work and Budget for 1990-~91. The Programme
continued to concentrate on achieving sustainable agricultural development,
increasing farmers' income, raising living standards, alleviating rural
poverty, and promoting food security and self~dependence.

5. The Conference welcomed the convening of the FAO Expert Consultation
on Fertigation/Chemigation (Cairo, Egypt, September 1991) and requested FAO
to continue to provide assistance to Member Nations in promoting this
relatively recent advanced technigque designed to economize on irrigation
water use and agricultural chemicalsg applications for soil amelioration and
pest and disease control.

56. FAO wasg commended for involving regional networks in the execution
of the regional programme in keeping with the goal of promoting institution
building in Member Nations and involving them within the mainstream of
agricultural development programmes.

57. The Conference appreciated FAO's efforts in the field of animal
production and health, and particularly appreciated the positive results of
FAO's efforts in containing and eradicating the New World screwworm (NWS)
in Libya and the Front Line States.

58. Moreover, FAO's efforts in rinderpest containment in the Region were
appreciated. In this respect, the strengthening of the West Asia Rinderpest
Eradication Coordination Campaign (WARECC) through cooperation agreements
between FAC and Member Nations of the Region was welcomed.

59. The Conference took note of the effective development of the
activities of the Near East and North Africa Regional Agricultural Credit
Asgociation (NENARACA) that had been able to independently secure finances
necessary for its proper functioning after have been initially supported by
FAO. The Conference also commended FAO for supporting the newly established
Agricultural Food Marketing Association for the Near Bast and North Africa
(AFMANENA), and urged member associations to pay their dues and

2 NERC/92/2



contributions to enable it to carry out its functions. The Conference
further requested FAC to continue to provide every possible assistance in
this respect.

60. The Conference welcomed the Draft Agreement for the egtablishment of
the Near East Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO), as revised by the
Technical Consultation (Rome, 7~17 April 1992), and the consensus reached
by the Consultation that Morocco would be the seat of NEPPO.

61. It was noted that three regional commigsions were held during
1990-91, namely:

a) The Eleventh Sessgion of the Near East Forestry Commisgsion,
Ankara (Turkey, 15-19 October 1990).

b) The Fourth Session of the Near East Regional Economic and
Social Policy Commission (Damascus, Syria, 13-17 October 1991).

c) The Fourth Session of the Near East Commission on Agriculture
(Amman, Jordan, 8-12 December 1991).

62. The Conference reviewed the recommendations of these three
Commission Sessions, endorsed their conclusions and called upon the
Director-General to take their recommendations into consideration when
formulating the next FAO Programme of Work and Budget.

63. Recognizing such major challenges facing agriculture in the Region
as low development rates, rapid population growth, environmental
degradation, urban and rural income disparities, rural poverty, and
unfavourable terms of trade for agricultural commodities, the FAO Medium-
Term Plan (MTP) for 1994-99 would focus on:s

a) promoting infra-regional cooperation to assist Member Nations
in achieving sustainable agricultural development, increasing farm income
and attaining higher self~sufficiency food production levels;

b) promoting more equitable income distribution within rural
populations and between rural and urban areas, as well as concentration on
rural poverty issues and improvement of nutritional levels. In so doing,
the Regional Centre on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development for the Near
East (CARDNE) could serve ag a forum;

c) providing assistance to national research centres and promoting
research cooperation through TCDC initiatives while focusing ons

- integrated plant nutrition techniques and high-yielding
varieties;

- integrated pest management systems;

- integration of animal and crop production systems;

- efficient use of land and water resources;

- promotion of integrated water-shed management;

- promotion of cost-reducing and energy-saving technologies;
and

- promotion of alternative sources and formulas for livestock
and poultry feed production.

64. The MTP for 1994-9% would support the four FAO~initiated regional
organizations. namely NENARACA, AFMANENA, CARDNE and INFOSAMAK, active in
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the areas of agricultural credit, food marketing and distribution, rural
development and fish marketing information, respectively.

65. The regional MTP for 1994~-99 would also focus on forest land area
planning, management of man-made forests, strengthening of foresty
institutions and the promotion of public commitment and participation in
expanding forested areas.

66. FAO fisheries programmes in the Region would be geared to improving
policy formulation, developing favourable conditions for investment in the
fisheries sector, increasing the accuracy of data collection systems and
promoting infra-regional cooperation in the utilization of common fisheries
regsources.

Recommendations to Membey Nationsg

67. The Conference called upon Member Governments to:
a) give greater attention to agro-silvi-pastoral aspects in

forestry policies, plans and programmes and to strengthen
forestry education;

b) take measures to ensure systematic dissemination of research
results among decision-makers, practitioners and trainers;

c) improve the performance of public and private sectors,
institute liberal market policies, adopt policies that
accommodate an appropriate combination of private and public
sectors financing in providing agricultural services to
farmers, and in preventing further land fragmentation and
reduction in the size of land holdings;

d) review and update existing food laws and regulations in
adopting recommended food analysis methodology for official use
in food control; :

e) consider all technical, socio-economic, institutional and
environmental aspects when planning and implementing food loss
prevention programmes; and establish national networks, linked
through a regional network, for pre- and post-harvest loss
reduction;

f) adopt policies to enhance and improve the role of womeén in
agricultural development;

g) adopt national seed policies to promote seed development and
maintain breeder stock when supporting additional
multiplication phases;

h) ensure adequate implementation of appropriate legislation to
promote seed development and production, adopt credit and price
policies that promote the use of quality seed; and

i) strengthen and standardize certification programmes, and
promote regional cooperation in tissue culture in producing
large quantitieg of disease-free vegetatively~propagated
materials.
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Recommendations to FAQ

68.

a)

b}

c)

d)

e)

£)

g)

h)

i)

3)

The Conference called upon FAO to:

gurvey and analyse forestry curricula in the Near East, and
advise governments on their adaptation to meet the emerging
needs of the countries concerned;

organize a regional seminar on community forestry to enable
participants to exchange information and experience in this
important field which has not yet received serious
congideration by many countries in the Region;

organize a regional seminar on range mangement to study all
technical, socio-political and economic aspects, and suggest
other possible means of livelihood for the range communities;

provide advice on policies, timing and sequence of changes in
the public and private sectors' roles in providing services and
inpute to farmers, and advige and assist with activities to
enhance cooperation between the public and private sectors;

continue to provide technical support to strengthen national
food control programmes in the Region; assist Member Nations in
the development of appropriate training curricula for food
control personnel; and organize national and regional training
programmes in food controlw-related subjects;

provide technical advice to Member Nations in establishing
import/export quality control and certification systems;

agsist in designing and implementing national and regional seed
policies and programmes and organize training programmes to
strengthen the capabilities of professionals and technicians in
the seed production industry;

prepare a regional project on integrated pest management (IPM)
for protected vegetable cultivation and approach donors to
ensure itg funding;

promote cooperation among Member Nations in tissue culture
techniques and enhance collaboration among national
laboratories in this field; and

submit a document to the Twenty-second FAO Regional Conference
for the Near Bagt, providing information on the status and
achievements of the Near East Cooperative Programme (NECP),
highlighting its impact on recipient countries and proposing
alternatives for its reactivation and continuation

(Appendix B).
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Policies Leading to the Bfficient Use and Conservation of Water Resources
in the Near Bast Region®

69. The Conference reviewed the document on "Policies Leading to the
Efficient Use and Conservation of Water Regources in the Near East Region”
which summarized the present situation, discussed the implications and
progresg achieved to date in keeping with the International Action
Programme for Water and Sustainable Development, and derived conclusions
and recommendationg regarding different aspects of the problem.

70. The Conference commended PAO for preparing a comprehensive document
on the subject and, in particular, for proposing action-oriented

71. The proposal to establish a Reglonal Centre for Land and Water
Research was thoroughly discussed but one delegation was not in its
favour.? While some delegations felt that the recommendations of the
Twentieth FAC Regional Conference in this respect sufficed and that the
Region already had enough centres dealing with land and water research,
others proposed that FAO might undertake, in consultation with Member
Nations, a study to be presented to the Twenty-second FAO Regional
conference on the need to establish a centre of thig nature.

72. It was noted that water security had become a major concern for the
Region and that several efforts had been made to manage and ensure
efficient water usge for sustainable agricultural development. Yet, under
current water use patterns and demographic rdtes, water demand in the
majority of the countries would exceed renewable water resources within the
next 10 to 20 years, if not sooner. Some countries were already meeting
part of their water reguirements from non-renewable water resources.

73. It was further noted, with concern, that water quality standards had
also deteriorated. Over-pumping of ground water in some localities had '
resulted in a critical drop in water levels and sea-water intrusion.
Pisposal of untreated urban wastes ilnto rivers, streams and/or draining
ditches had degraded the guality of surface water. Excessgive use of
fertilizers and pesticides had also contributed to surface and underground
water pollution.

3 NERC/92/3

* The Saudi Delegation was of the opinion that the subject of water had

previously been considered at the Twentieth FAC Regional Conference for the
Near Bast, held in Tunis in 19%0. Consequently, previous recommendations
would be sufficient. A regards the establishment of a Regional Land and
Water Research Centre, the Saudi Delegation did not support the
establishment of such a centre because the subject of common water
resources in the Region had become a political issue and had been under
consideration at the highest level in =sach country. Should the intention be
to make use of water resgearch studies, vesearch centres already existed in
some countries of the Region and any interested country could use research
results and studies published by these centres.
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74. The Conference noted that soil and water management could not be
mutually exclusive, egpecially under arid and semi-arid climatic
conditiong. Land and water use master plans should be integrated. It
further noted that water and land policies in most countries of the Region
were designed and implemented by different governmental agencies, a

practice that resulted in fragmented and sometimes conflicting functions in
resource management.

75. The Conference noted that conventional surface irrigation was still
the most prevalent method employed by most countries of the Region. With
few exceptions, the shift to water-saving technologies, especially drip
irrigation, had been very slow, and real progress in improving surface
irrigation methods had been very limited. Moreover, agricultural extension
programmes in the Region ignored the subject of on-farm water management to
a great extent.

76. The Conference recognized that many parts of the irrigated lands in
the Near East Region suffered from water—logging and salinity problems due
to excessive irrigation, irrigation canal seepage and improper drainage
systems. Therefore agricultural research and extension institutions should
collaborate in improving surface irrigation practices and methods.
Precigion levelling and water application control should be considered an
alternative method in improving surface irrigation techniques.

77. It was noted that medium and small-scale farmers in countries where
localized or micro irrigation was employed faced problems related to the
use of uncertified and/or deficient materials and services. There were no
certified testing laboratories in the Region to assegs the quality of
imported or locally produced irrigation materials and equipment.

78. New trends in water use were being popularized in the Region. In
addition to the re-utilization of marginal-qguality watersg, urban waste-~
water was being treated and used in the Region despite some socio-cultural
resistance.

79. Developing countries as a whole accounted only for approximately
twenty percent of the total global water quality measurement stations in
the world. The Conference recognized that water resource management and
planning should also focus on water quality monitoring.

80. The recent publication of an FAO manual on the design and
construction of water-harvesting schemes in arid and semi-arid areas was
well received by the Conference.

81. The absence of a clearly-~defined policy congistent with the
preservation of socio~economic envivonments and the promotion of
agricultural and water management objectives was recognized as one of the
main causes of deficient irrigation management. Good irrigation management
required a multidisciplinary approach which would be difficult to pursue
within the present framework of specialized fragmented institutions unless
collaboration effeorts, working linkages and cooperation mechanisms were
created.
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Recommendations to Member Nations

82. The Conference called upon Member Governments to:
a) give due consideration to the regulation of ground-water

extraction methods regarding recharge, water quality and sea-water
intrusion to maintain ground-water resources within safety parameters.

b) clearly define national policies, consistent with the socio-
economic conditions for water use in agriculture. In this respect, national
water and land use plans should be reviewed periodically and consideration
should be given to the introduction of water use charges to increase water
use efficiency;

c) institutionalize coordination and working linkages among
various national agencies concerned with water;

d) improve national data bases and establish data banks for land
and water resources giving due attention to quality, use and management
considerations;

e) congider recycling of properly treated waste-water for
agricultural use;

£) follow up on the recommendation made by the Twentieth FAO
Regional Conference for the Near East (Tunis, Tunisia, 12-16 March 1990)

on the use of common water resources;

g) apply biotechnologies in developing salt- and drought-tolerant
plant varieties; and

h) establish units within the agricultural extension system to
cater for on~farm water management.

Recommendations to FAO

83. The Conference requested FAO to assist Member Nations to:
a) formulate comprehensive national policies for the efficient use

and conservation of water resources;

b) organize national/regional workshops to prepare an action
programme for the control and/or preventicn of sgea-water
intrusion;

c) establish/strengthen national management information systems

for water use;
d) establish/strengthen national water quality monitoring systems;

e) strengthen agricultural extension services in the area of
on-farm water management;

£) establish a regional data bank for land and water resources
specifying quality, use and management considerations;
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g) establish a regional laboratory for testing and quality control
of irrigation equipment and materials; and

h) carry out necessary studies on water valuation as a means of
establishing cost recovery systems.

84. The Conference also requested FAOC to:
a) prepare a manual or guidelines for safe and efficient use of

fertigation/chemigation; and

b) study, in consultation with countries of the Region, the need
to establish a Regional Land and Water Research Centre, and ways and means
to strengthen cooperation and collaboration among existing national
centres.

Regional Cooperation for Animal Disease Control and Eradication®

85. The Conference considered the document entitled "Regional
Cooperation for Animal Disease Control and Eradication", which reviewed
national animal health services in the Region and current regional
cooperation activities for livestock disease control, discussed expanding °
regional cooperation in controlling animal diseases and current FAO
activities and provided recommendations for strengthening regional
cooperation.

86. The Conference, having expressed concern over the existence of many
contagiocus diseases, noted with satisfaction that animal health services in
the Region had unique strengths compared to other parts of the world. Many
countries had sufficient and well-trained human resources, adequate
financing and ample supplies for animal health services.

87. One general weakness of animal health services throughout the
Region, with few exceptions, was the lack of inter-country coordination and
collaboration. This was particularly manifested by the inability to enforce
quarantine measures and control of animal movements, a matter that
adversely affected progress made in disease control within individual
countries. The situation had been further aggravated because of political
tensions and civil strife in the Region.

88. The Conference commended FAO for its leading role in activities
related to the containment and eradication of the New World screwworm (NWS)
in Libya and the Front Line States. It also noted with satisfaction the
collaboration among countries within and outside the Region and
organizations in that respect.

89. While noting with satisfaction the strengthening of the West Asia
Rinderpest Eradication Coordination Campaign (WARECC) through Cooperation
Agreements between FAC and countries in the Region, the recent rinderpest
spread to Turkey confirmed the fact that there were pockets of the disease
which needed to be eliminated. In this respect, the decision taken by
Turkey and the Islamic Republic of Iran to join WARECC was welcomed.
Countries not currently participating in one of the three rinderpest
eradication campaigns for Africa, South Asia and the Near East were
encouraged to join.

5 NERC/92/4
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90. The Conference appreciated the assistance provided by FAO in
combatting the outbreak of rinderpest in Southeastern Turkey and in
preparing the Action Plan for emergency rinderpest control in the border
.areas.

i91; FAO's objective to globally eradicate rinderpest by the turn of the
century was appreciated.

92. Recognizing that the third phase of the Middle and Near East

' Regional Animal Production and Health Project (MINIADEP) with its long
history of promoting animal production and health programmes in the Region,
was due to end by December 1992, it was felt that a redefinition of its
activities, organization and funding was called for.

93. The presence of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in some countries of
‘the Near East seriously affected animal and animal product export trade
‘within and outside the Region. Coordination among national and regional FMD
control programmes was a necessary requirement for the complete eradication
of the disease from the Region.

94. = Satisfaction was expressed that FAO was preparing a Regional
Technical Cooperation Project to formulate guidelines for the control of
.brucellosis in small ruminants and to identify areas of priority assistance
for participating countries.

95. The Conference noted with appreciation that FAO was developing a
proposal for the establishment of a Regional Epidemiology Investigation
Service for the Near East to address intra-regional cooperation disease
control programmes, and identify disease control priorities within the
Region.

Recommendations to Member Nations

96. The Conference called upon Member Governments to:
a) prepare and implement national programmes for the control of
FMD;

b) give due support to WARECC and national animal health services
for the complete eradication of rinderpest;

c) intensify regional cooperation in regulating entry/movement of
animals and animal materials and in strictly enforcing
existing national and international quarantine regulations. In
this respect, special attention should be given to the
periodical review of relevant legislation and regulations;

d) strengthen national veterinary services, and consider the
advantages of parallel veterinary private sector services;

e) congider the redefinition of the role, activities, organization
and funding of MINEADEP or, alternatively, consider the
establishment of another forum for coordinating animal
production and health activities in the Region; and

£) communicate accurate and timely information on the occurrence
of animal diseases and collaborate with FADO, OIE and WHO in
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providing disease information and statistics for the
publication of the Animal Health Yearbook.

Recommendations to FAQ

97. The Conference reguested FAO to:

a) assist Member Nations in preparing and implementing FMD control
programmes ;

b) study the possibility of initiating a regional project for the
control of FMD; :

c) convene a regional meeting to discuss the future of MINEADEP;

d) gtrengthen WARECC by preparing a cooperative agreement to cover
and fund vaccination and sero-monitoring activities in Member
Nations on an annual basgis;

e) prepare a regional programme, in collaboration with WHO, the
countries of the Region and donorg, to control and eventually
eradicate major zoonoses in the Region and prevent the entry
and spread of exotic diseases; and

£) service the egtablishemt of a Regional Epidemiology
Investigation Service (EIS) in the Near East Region to address
regional cooperation efforts regarding disease diagnosis and
information sharing, coordination of animal disease control
programmes and establishing disease control priorities within
the Region.

Representation of the Region in the CGIAR®

98. The Conference considered the document entitled “"Representation of.
the Region in the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR)", which briefly reviewed the status of agricultural research in the
Region, outlined recent developments in the CGIAR system, recalled past
representation of the Region on CGIAR and summarized criteria for selection
of Member Nations and their respongibilities.

99. Although progress had been made in many countries of the Region,
much remained to be done in most of them to reach a fully effective
capacity for well-organized, science-based research. With few exceptions,
there were no long~term research strategies in the countries of the Region.
The majority of national research policies for the normal five-year
development plans were primarily based on proposals by scientists and did
not necessarily respond to national priorities.

100. The Conference noted with satisfaction that FAO continued to provide
technical assistance to strengthen the agricultural research capacities of
its Member Nations, and enhance and strengthen cooperation between national
research institutions and regional and international research centres,
especially those belonging to the CGIAR. FAO's assistance to the
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East and
North Africa (AARINENA) was appreciated.

s NERC/92/5
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101. The Conference took note of recent developments in CGIAR, especially
with respect to the addition of four new international research centres to
its membership, namely, the International Council for Research in
Agroforestry (ICRAF), the International Centre for Living Aquatic Resource
Management (ICLARM), the International Irrigation Management Institute
(IIMI), and the International Network for the Improvement of Banana and
Plantain (INIBAP).

102. The Conference re-empasized the importance of adequate and effective
representation of the Region in the CGIAR and urged Member Nations elected
to represent the Region to effectively participate in all the CGIAR
meetings and to support their representatives. In this regard, the
Conference appreciated FAO's endeavours to strengthen the liaison between
the CGIAR and the representation in the Region.

Recommendations to Member Nationsg

103. The Conference called upon Member Governments to:

a) continue their efforts to strengthen the capabilities of
national agricultural research institutions by improving
research management, recruiting highly qualified and competent
research leaders and allocating adequate funds for research;

b) promote cooperation and improve coordination among different
research institutions operating under various ministries/
departments/universities within individual countries to enhance
research efficiency and effectiveness;

c) support the recently established AARINENA to enhance regional
cooperation in agricultural research; and

d) ensure that designated representatives of the Region in the
CGIAR are well versed in agricultural research needs and
programmes in Member Nations of the Region.

Recommendations to FAQ:
104. The Conference requested FAO to:

a) continue its assistance to Member Nations of the Region in
formulating and implementing operational programmes to
improve the efficiency of national research institutions;

b) provide technical assistance in institution building and human
resource development to improve organization, management
and implementation of national agricultural research
programmes;

c) provide secretarial services and technical assistance to
AARINENA, in improving cooperation and coordination among
Member Nations;

d) support efforts by the representatives of the Region in the
CGIAR to facilitate the flow of information from national
research institutions to CGIAR and ensure feedback;
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e) continue to provide information, and operational and
administrative services to the regional representatives in
the CGIAR.

10s5. The Conference noted that Tunisia would continue to represent the

Region in the CGIAR for 1993 and 1994 and elected the Islamic Republic of
Iran (Dr Ali Ahoonmanesh, Deputy Minister of Agriculture for Research,
Education and Extension) tou represent the Region for the period 1993-1996.

Update on ICN Preparations

106. The Conference took note of the ongoing preparations for the
International Conference on Nutrition (ICN), jointly convened by FAO and
WHO to be held at FAO Headgquarters, Rome, in December 1992.7 Preparations
for the ICN would consist of building upon country level experiences to
enhance activities designed to prevent and alleviate malnutrition at
national, regional and global levels. The active participation of Member
Nations in all phases of the ICN, including its preparation, the Conference
itself, and its follow-up, was considered an essential part of the ICN
process. The recommendations of the Twentieth FAO Regional Conference for
the Near East (Tunis, Tunisia, 12-16 March 1990) had been considered in the
technical preparation for the ICN.

107. Several countries in the Region had already nominated national Focal
Points to coordinate country-specific activities and to facilitate
communication with the ICN co-sponsors.

108. The FAO/WHO Near East and Eastern Mediterranean Regional Meeting for
the Preparation of the ICN was held in Cairo, Egypt, in April 1992 and

the report of the meeting had already been distributed to Member Nations.
In addition to recommendations pertaining to each issue, the report
contained regional priorities and observations to be included in the ICN
Declaration and Plan of Action.

109. Due to the major importance of the ICN, Member Nations of the Near
East were urged to undergo preparations for it and ensure that their
respective country representation be at the highest possible policy-making
and technical levels.

7 NERC/S2/INF/4
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CONCLUDING ITEMS

Date and Place of the Twenty-second FAO Regional Conference for the
Near East

ilo. The Conference welcomed the kind invitation extended by the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to host the Twenty-second FAO Regional
Conference for the Near East. It reguested the Director-General of FAO to
take this kind invitation into consideration when deciding on the date and
place of the Conference, in consultation with Member Governments of the
Region.

Adoption of the Report
111. The Conference adopted the present report, as amended.
Closure of the Conference

112, Mr Edouard Saouma, the Director-General of FAO, expressed his
gratitude to His Excellency the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Government and the people of the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting
the Conference, for the generous hospitality and for the excellent
arrangements and facilities which greatly contributed to its success. He
expressed his appreciation and thanks to His Excellency Hassan Habibi, the
First Deputy President, for inaugurating the Conference. He paid special
tribute to the Chairman, His Excellency Issa Kalantari, Minister for
Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as to the
Vice~Chairmen and the Rapporteur. He thanked the National Organizing
Committee and the Secretariat for their efforts in ensuring the smooth
functioning of the Conference.

113. In his closing statement, His Excellency Issa Kalantari, Chairman of
the Conference, reiterated his profound thanks and appreciation to the
Director—~General of FAO and the Regional Representative for the Near East
for their continued efforts in making the Conference a success. He thanked
their Excellencies the Ministers, and the Heads and Members of Delegations
for their active participation and invaluable contributions. He paid
tribute to all those who took part in preparing and servicing the
Conference. He noted that the Conference was able to discuss in depth the
Agenda items and reach constructive recommendations and conclusions.

114. The Chairman declared the Conference closed at 13.00 hours on
Thursday, 21 May 19%92.
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APPENDIX A

AGENDA

INTRODUCTION ITEMS

1. Inaugural Ceremony

2. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of
Rapporteur

3. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

STATEMENTS

4. Statement by the Director-General

5. Country Statements and General Debate on the State of Food
and Agriculture in the Region

6. Report on FAO Activities in the'Reglon 1990~1991

SELECTED ISSUES ON AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

7. Policies Leading to the Efficient Use and Conservation of
Water Resources in the Near East Region

8. Regional Cooperation for Animal Disease Control and
Eradication

9. Representation of the Region in the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

10. Update on ICN Preparations

CONCLUDING ITEMS

11. Any Other Business

12. Date and Place of the Twenty-second Regional Conference for
the Near East

13. Adoption of the Report

14. Closure of the Conference
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MEMBER NATIONS OF THE REGION

AFGHANTISTAN

ALGERIA

Delegate
Mostefa LAABASSI
Counsellor to the Minister
for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Algiers

Alternates
Masaoud KHALILI
Chargé d'Affaires
Embassy of Algeria
Teheran

Eissawy ABDEL HAQ
Secretary, External Affairs
Embassy of Algeria

Teheran

BAHRAIN

Delegate
Habib Ahmed KASSEM
Minister for Commerce and
Agriculture
Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture
Manama

Alternates
Saddiqg S. AL-ALAWI
Agsistant Under-Secretary
for Agriculture
Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture
Manama

Jaffar Habib AHMED

Director
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Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture
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Abdel Latif Y. BUCHEERI

Director

Water Resources Directorate

Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture

Manama

Hamad Ali AL-SHIHABI

Minister's Secretary

Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture

Manama

Kadem AL~SAEED

Chief of International
Commercial Trade

Ministry of Commerce and
Agriculture

Manama

CYPRUS

Delegate
Christodoulos CHRISTODOULOU
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources
Nicosia

Alternate
Harris ZANNETIS
Agricultural Officer
Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources
Nicosia

DJIBOUTI

EGYPT

Delegate
Mamdouh Abdelwahab SHARAFELDIN
Technical Counsellor
Deputy Minister
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Cairo
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 5 e Uit
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Delegate
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Minister for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
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Alternates
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Deputy Minister for
Planning and Budget
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Ali AHOONMANESH

Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Gholam Reza HOSSEINI FAR

Deputy Minister for
Infrastructural Affairs of
Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture

Teheran

Mahmoud ZAREZADEH
Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Seyed Ahmad ALAVI
Advisor to the Minister

for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Parviz KARBASI
Alternate Permanent

Representative to FAO
Rome



Morad Ali ARDESHIRI
Alternate Permanent

Representative to FAO
Rome

Jamil ALIZADEH-SHAEGH
Director-General, FAO Affairs
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Mohammad H. MASHKOORI
Director-General
Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Jihad
Teheran

Ghorban Ali KHAMSEH
Director-General

Public Affairs

Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Abbas NAZARI
Director-General
Administration
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Reza ARJMANDI
Director-General

Farmer Corporation
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Abbas ROSHAN ARDEKANI
Director-General, Agriculture
Engineering Organization
Ministry of Agriculture

Teheran

Abbasgholi JAHANTI

Head of Water Resources Bureau
Ministry of Energy

Teheran

Mohammad Hassan ROUSTAI
Director, Razi Institute
Teheran

Tahereh GORJI

Deputy Director

FAO Office

Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran
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Yousef SOLEIMANI
Water Affairs Expert
Ministry of Energy
Teheran

Said CHERKHKAR

Advisor to Deputy of
Veterinary Organization

Teheran

Mohsen MESHKAT

Advisor to Deputy of
Veterinary Organization

Teheran

M.E. Jalil ZORIEH ZAHRA
Advisor to Deputy

of Veterinary Organization
Teheran

Belghase EMAMI YEGANEH
Advisor to Deputy of

Veterinary Organization
Teheran

Mohamad Ali KESHAVARZ-ARSHADI

First Deputy Minister in
Soil and Water

Ministry of Agriculture

Teheran

Masha-Allah KHADJEHPOUR
Senior Irrigation Expert
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Mohammad Ali DADGAR
Irrigation Expert
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Masha-Allah KHADJEHPOUR
Senior Irrigation Expert
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran

Mohammad Ali DADGAR
Irrigation Expert
Ministry of Agriculture
Teheran
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Abdulwahab M.A. AL-SABAGH

Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation

Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation

Baghdad

Alternates

Radhwan Khalifa ABDUL-HALIM

Director—-General for Office of

Planning and Follow-up
Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation
Baghdad

Rasheed Abbas MOHAMMED

Director of Public Relations

Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation

Baghdad

Salar Bakr SAMI

Director of Engineering

Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation

Baghdad

Ali Hussein MOHAMED

Agricultural Engineer

Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation

Baghdad

Mahdi Zaire ALLAWI

Secretary to the Minister

Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation

Baghdad

Hikmet ABD KHODER
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of Iraq
Teheran

Jamil Mohamed JAMIL
Embassy of Iraq
Teheran
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Delegate
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Rome

MAURITANIA

Delegate
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Minister for Rural Development
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Counsellor to the Minister
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Delegate
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Minister for Agriculture,
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Ministry of Agriculture,

Natural Resources and Livestock

Khartoum

Alternates
Jamal IBRAHIM
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of Sudan
Teheran

Abdel Moneim A. ELAMIN
First Secretary
Embassy of Sudan
Teheran

SYRIA

Delegate
Mohammad GHABBASH
Minister for Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform
Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform
Damascus

Alternates
Hassan AL-AHMAD
Director of Agricultural
Research
Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform
Damascus
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Assistant-Director
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Minister's Office
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TUNISIA

Delegate
Amor BEN ROMDHANE
Permanent Representative
to FAO
Rome

TURKEY

Delegate
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Deputy Under-Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs
Ankara

Alternates
Ali Kemal BEDESTENCI
Head of Foreign Relations and
EC Coordination Department
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs
Ankara
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Head, Department of Dams

Ministry of Agriculture and
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Ankara
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Head, Operation and
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Department of State
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Delegate
Saeed Mohammed AL-RAGABANI
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REPENDIX D

STATEWENT BY TR DIRECTOR-OENERAL

Hr Chalrmai,
Honourable Ministers,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, let me gay how happy I am that the Twenty~first FRO Regional
Conference for the Near Bast lg baing held once wore in the Iglamic
Republic of Iran., Ivan: a country rich in history, and a great and ancient
civilization; a long-standing agricultural tradition with an lmpressive
agriculitural potential. Its fertile lands spread from the plains of
Khuzistan to the Cagplian coasts and Mesopotamia: its leaders are sager to
exploit this potential in 2 sustainable manner to serve the people.

¥ou will recall that Iran hosted the FPifth Regional Conferencae in 1980. Ae
wa gather here today, we find ourselves again overcome by the genuine and

warm hogplitallty of our hosta. On behalf of youw all, may I whole~-heartedly
thank the Government and people of Iran.

I would also wish to extend g warm welcome to all of you, and a speclal
greeting to the Ministere sttending. Thelr presence testifies to the
importance they attach to this reglonal agricultural summit. I awm confident
that your sctive participation in the deliberations of this Conference,
under the able guldance of His Excellency Isse Kalantari, will enrich the
dislogue and lead to sound recomnendations.

REGIONST, OFPICE _AND PAO REPRESEINTATION

it io sablsfving to see that the FAO Reglonal Office for the Near East has
reguned 1ts original seat -~ Caire - albeit a year later than originally
planned. I aw particularly pleased to have besn able to secure the services
of Mr. Btif Yehya Bukhari zs the new Reglonal Representative. Before
joining FhO, Mr. Bukhari was closely associated with our Organlzation,
perving as Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ko FAO
from 1978 until the end of 1989. In this capacity, he was an active
delegate in all sesgions of FAO's Governing Beodies and a member of the
Pinance Committes, on which he served with distincilon from May 1978, and
whose Chairman he was from 1986 to 1989. Under his lsadership, you can rest
agsured that the tesm of regional technical officers stands ready to expand
its services to Member Wations and to provide technical assistance and
advice. With ite presence now assured within the Region ltsell, ite
affectiveness will undoubtedly be enhanced.

It iz almo gratifving to ses thet the vecently established FaO
Represestation in the Islemic Republic of Tran is now in oporation. I am
canfidens that the presence of an FAO Representative in this country will
ptrengthen the exigting cooperation between Ivan and the Organization. I
asgure vou that FAO will sparve no offort in assisting the Covernment in
enhancing agricultural production.
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' OVERALYL, ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THE REGION

Mr Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates and Observers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Near Bast Region is emerging from a ruinous war which damaged the
ecomomies and the environment of many countries, and which will continue to
have serious repercussions in the future.

Internal conflicts are also devastating a number of countries of the
Region, raising the spectre of famine. In the Sudan, despite a sharp
recovery in the cereal harvest, the food supply situation remains
precarious. In Somalia, fighting continues in and around Mogadishu and
recent efforts to deliver food aid have failed, leading to widespread
hunger and deaths from starvation. Afghanistan, which is still in a state
of civil war, continues to face increasing problems with food shortages
reported, particularly in Kabul.

Serious food shortages also persgist in Irag despite some increase in
imports. Food prices continue to rise and large sections of the populations
cannot afford to purchase food at these prices. In the aftermath of the
war, it is inevitable that this year's harvest in June will also be poor.
For its part, FAO is trying to provide assistance in conducting another
weed and sunnpest aerial spraying operation in the Nineveh, Dohuk, Erbil
and Suleimanya Governorates in order to prevent further production losses.

Before the civil war in 1975, Lebanon's economy was one of the healthiest
and most developed in the Reglion. Because of the civil unrest, however,
much of its agricultural capacity has been destroyed. It will require years
of efforts to regain the agricultural productivity of the pre-war
situation. Furthermore, floods and unusually heavy snowfall have caused
serious damage to agriculture and affected an estimated 100 000 people.

Last year and the first months of 1992 have been marked by an unusually
large number of disasters. In guick succession we have wituessed drought in
Morocco, with serious implications for the current crop season; floods and
snowstormg in Jordan, which forced the CGovernment to request the urgent
provision of agricultural inputs and food relief to Jordanian farmers; and
a devastating earthquake in Turkey, causing the death of hundreds of
people.

The refugee situation in the Reglon is becoming alarming. Over the years
millions of people have fled their own lands to find shelter in other
countries which too often are eqgually poor and unable to support the
refugees. There are still some 3 million refugees from Afghanistan in
Pakistan alone whe continue to reqgquire massive international assistance.

The slowdown of world economic activity has sdversely affected the
developing countries of the Region. Moreover, as a result of the recent
war, many countries have had to face increasing problems associated with
the return of large numbers of migrant workers, the loss of remittances,
disruptions in trade, tourism and capital flows. In 1991, oil prices
dropped significantly as a result of the decreased demand for oil, which
led to an increased gap betwsen oil revenues and the costs to be met for
reconstruction and recovery. Baudi Arabia and Kuwait, for the first time in
recent history, have had to resort to borrowing from international banks.
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DEBT-SERVICING AND PROTECTIONISM

Many of the Region's countries have been caught in a stranglehold of debt-
servicing with much of their export earnings being absorbed by interest
paymente on external debts and their economic difficulties, including debt-
servicing, further compounded by the shortage of official aid. In the
Region, these now stand at US$21 bhillion a year, for which 38 rercent of
the Region's total export earnings are used. Worldwide, they now exceed
Us8153 billion a year.

Furthermore, the adverse impact of the protectionism that persists in the
industrialized countries regarding market access for the Region's exports’
has been exacerbated by the depressed prices of primary commodities,
particularly oil. Today the price of a barrel of oil is much lower in real
terms than ten years ago. As for agricultural commodities, the Region
continues to face an increasingly negative trade balance with imports in
1990 totalling US$22 billion as opposed to US$7 billion in exports. And if
I may stress this point, it would seem to me that in order to reverse this
unfortunate trend, a successful outcome te the long-drawn-out Uruguay Round
negotiations has more than ever become crucial. It would lay the
foundations for a more equitable, open and dynamic trading system, without
which it will be difficult for countries in the Region to continue their
pursuit of naticnal policy adjustments in dealing with zuch complex issues
as market and exchange rate liberalization,

Despite some improvements in regional food consumption patterns, food
production continues to lag. As a result, the volume of food imports has
grown sharply. The reasons for this relatively poor performance are too
numerous to examine here in any detsil. But there are two major constraints
which this Conference has chosen to bring before you and which have weighed
heavily on the Region since recorded history began - water and pests,

WATER RESOURCES

Most of the Near East countries have & semi-arid or arid climate with -

75 percent of their crop land dependent on often erratic rainfall. Water
demands are fast approaching the limite of the available resources. During
the past three decades, irrigated land increased from 30 to 38 million
hectares. Egypt is useing nearly 87 percent of ites renewable water
resources, Libya 77 percent and Saudi Arapla 62 percent, to cite only a few
examples. Water is vital to life. It should be managed wisely and
efficiently. Unfortunately, the problems veslated to water use in this
Region are many and diverse: low iyxvigatiocn efficiency, overuse, water
pollution, soil salinity and waterloegging, ineifficient drainage practices
and lack of sound policies and strategies. If remedies are not introduced
to improve the current situation, acute shortages of water for agricultural
and domestic use are anticipated by the beginning of the twenty-first
cantury.

The use of viver basins and underground aguiferg that serve more than one
country may lead to conflicts in the future. A number of leaders of the
Region, conscious of this problem, are considering convening a water summit
to debate this vital iseuwe. It is, therefore, no coincidence that one of
the major documents before you entitled "Policies Leading to the Bfficient
Use and Conservation of Water Resources in the Near Bast Region® seeks to
tackle this very important problem in some depth.

I trust that your debate on this document will contribute to a better
management of the water regources in the Region.



- 5O -

REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR DISENSE COMNIROL

Ao M5

Another agpect of agricultural development of importance te this Region iz
animal production. Many of the early lnhabitants of the Near East were
pomads and Livestock owners. Their wealth was measured in terms of the
nuwber of heads of camels or sheep owned.

According to FAQ's data for 1990, which is still incomplete, total
livestock products contributed more than US$14 billion to the economiss in
the Region.

This important sector of the economy should, therefore, be pvotected and
the spread of infectious diseases must be checked.

. Recent experience has demonstrated that, without close and strong
cooperation among the countries of the Region, major catastrophes can
ogcur. The New World gcrewworm iw a striking example. When this lethal pest
was first detected in Libya in 1989, all predictions led Lo pessinism, Had
action not been swift, the spread of this pest would haove had devastatling
effects on the great wildlife resources of Africa and caused a huge logs to
the livestock resources on which so many people depend. The succsss of the
FRO~led campaign also strengthens our falth in the capacity of the world
community to respond to a major emergency with speed and generosity.

A more recent example of concern to youy Region wag the outbreak of
rinderpest in southwestern Turkey in October 1991. A technical consultation
which gathered authorities from Iran, Irag, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey was
convened by FAC and held in Rome last November. This led %o the
formulation, with FRO/TCP suppors, ©f a three-year coordinated campalgn to
eradicate rinderpest from the five countries concerned.

Expanding regional cooperation is an essentlal prerequisite ©o controlling
infectiocus animal diseases sguch as foot~and-mouth diseasae, rindevpest and
brucellosia, as well ag non-infectious diseasep like the emlo~ and ecipo-
parasites, and to preserving the animal resources of the Region. This means
better regional cooperation on disease diagnosis, exchange of information,
efficient measures for quarantine control and for the eoordination of
animal digease control programmes between your countries.

For this reasen we believe our Agenda item "Reglonal Cooperation for hnimal
Disease Control and Bradication® (Document WERC/92/4) is highly relavant
and recquires your eareful consglderation.

INTORNATIONDE CONFERENCE ON NUTRITION (XCH)

Another cause of concern to your countries isg the peoor nutritional level of
many people in the Region caused by a lack of economic access to food and
the persistent shortfall in food production. However, because of tho
extrene diversity of conditions sxisting in the Region, problems reloted Lo
nutrition differ fyom country to country. In high-income countries,
nutritional problems are linked to poorly balanced diets or even o overw
nutrition, while in poorer couniries food, even when avallable, is not
accessible to a large portion of the population bacause of lack of
purchasing power.

It is therefore timely for our Conference to recelve a progress report on
preparationsg for the International Confersace op Hutrition (ICN}, the firgt
worldwide conference of its kind (Docunent NERC/IZJINP/4}. As you are
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aware, FAO and WHO are co-sponsors of the meeting, which will take place
from 5 to 11 December this year at FRO Headquarters.

The ICN presents a unigue opportunity for the international community to
address the broad range of issues affecting the nutritional status of the
world population. It is therefore important for all regions to take part
actively. I am happy to say that progress is being made. Several of your
countries have nominated focal points to coordinate ICN activities at
national level while others have prepared country reports.

The regional meeting on the ICN held in Cairo last month reviewed a
comprehensive Secretariat report on the food and nutrition situation
prevailing in the Reglon, and the ensuing Draft Plan of Action and the
Draft Declaration will be submitted to the ICN.

ERVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS/SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Problems linked to envirvonmental degradation caused in particular by soil
erosion, deforestation, overexploitation and desert encrocachment are of
notable concern to your Region. In this connection, FAO has participated
actively and is making its contribution te the UNCED preparatory process.
We will of course participate in the Conference ltself next month in Brazil
and, as always, etand ready to play an active role in its follow-up.

Sustalinable agricultural development has been identified as one of the main
medium-term challenges for FAO ag outlined in our Medium-Term Plan 1992-87.
Thug the Organization has embarked on a major effort aimed at redefining
prioritiesg, ilnstltuting necessary organigzation arrangements, strengthening
interdigciplinary linkages, and streamlining field programmes. FAO will be
at your side, should you so reguest, in lmplementing any activities falling
within its competence that ave initiated to combat environmental
degradation and enhance sustainable agriculture.

Let us not forget that our rescurces are finlte, while our needs continue
to grow. Tomorrow's challenges will take the shape of an ecclogically
balanced access to the world's vesources. What is needed is a strategy for
gustainable agriculture and rural development.

FPRO'S BCTIVITIES IN THE RECGION

By now vou may well be asking, given this background, how PAC hasg responded
to the reguests for assistance emanating from your Region?

The report on relevant FAU activities (Document NERC/92/2) which ls before
vou attempte to answer this guestion. Suffice it to say that our FRO Fleld
Programme in the Region comprises 260 ongoing projects, with a total
approved budget of USS$450 million, including FAQG/TCP projects.



PROMOTDING Bope/Tons

Faced with the continuing insignificance of inter-regicnal trade,
gubregional groupings such as the Guli Cooperation Council (GCC), the
Maghrelb Union, and ths Pakistan Islamic Cooperation Free Trade Area have
emerged o promote cooperation and trade among the participating countries.
The good will is there, but more efforts are still needed to remove
barriers to inter-country and inter-regional trade in all sectors - most of
all, in agriculture.

FAO, through its Reglonal Office, will continue its catalytic and
gupportive role in BECDC/TCDC by promoting new concepts and approaches
thryough inter-country congaltations and training activities and by
supporting regional organizations and networks. These efforts will focus
mainly on issues pertaining to crop production, small ruminants, pasture
and forage ragources.

CONCLUSTON
Mr Chalrman,

In concluding, may I say that I am fully aware that the many and complex
problems of the Region, its great diversgity and the many disparities among
its member countries do not easily lend themselves to solutions. But,
equally, there is no doubt in my mind that it possesses both the know-how
and the natural resources necessary Lo secure the economic well-being of
ite people and the full development of its agridultural potential. To do
g0, howevar, there iz one essential precondition to be fulfilled. The:
chronic tension and strife of recent years must give way to a situation of
peace, ztability and cooperation. And because this Regional Conference is,
above all, a venue for cooperation at a meaningful level in an important
sector of economic activity, it is my sincere hope that it can make an
effective contribution to this eng,



APPENDIZ B
RECOMMENDATION ON THE
NEAR EAST COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME (NECP)
Introduced by Tunigie and Morocgo
The Regional Conference,
1. Recalling the recommendation of the Twelfth PAC Regional Conference

for the Near East held in Jordan (1974) which welcomed and supported the
tendency of Governments of the Near East Region, to allocate part of their
reaources to promote a system of self-help in the Region, under the
FAO/Near East Cooperative Programme (NECP), the focal point of which being
¥AO, -

2. Taking note of the establishment of the FAO/Near Eagt Cooperative
Programme (NECP) in 1976, promoting regional development agsistance and
self-help, with a view to accelerating regional agricultural development in
the Region,

3. Expregsing its appreciation and thanks to the Governments of
Bahrain, Iraqg, Kuwait, Qatar and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who by
contributing financially to make the NECP possible, provided a unique
opportunity for regional cooperation and solidarity among the countries of
the Region,

4. Recording its appreciation to FRO and its Director-Geneval for the
effective management of the NECP and the arrangements made for ite smooth
functioning, in full harmony and cooperation with the FAO Regional Office
for the Near East and the Technical Divisions in FAQ Headguaxters,

5. Noting that the NECP funds have now bgen entirely allocated to
country and regional projects, bringing to an end the first phase of the
programme, ’

6. Aware of the need for the NECP to continue ite vital catalytic role
in enhancing food production in the Regioen,

Requests the Director-General of FAQ to submit a document to the
Twenty-second FAO Regional Conference for the Near Zast, providing
information on the status and achievements of the NECP, highlighting ita
impact, and proposing alternatives for ite reactivation to astrangihen
cooperation in the field of agricultural development and food production in
the Near East Region.
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