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Organization (FAO), theSecretariat of the
ConventiononBiological Diversity (CBD), the
Secretariat of the Conventionto Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), theCenter for
Internationa Forestry Research (CIFOR), the

Secretariat of theGlobal Environment Fecility (GEF),

thelnternationa Tropica Timber Organization
(ITTO), thelnternationa Union of Forestry Research
Organizations(IUFRO), the Secretariat of theUnited
NationsFramework Conventionon Climate Change
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(UNFF), theUnited NationsDevel opment
Programme(UNDP), theUnited Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), theWorld
Agroforestry Centre(ICRAF), theWorld Bank and
theWorld Conservation Union (IUCN).
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eveloping countries have limited
D resources for implementing sus-

tainable forest management ac-
tivitiesand devel oping capacity for sustain-
able forestry development. Lack of
information, coordination and mobilization
of funding, together with a weak ingtitu-
tional framework in most devel oping coun-
tries, has hampered progressin sustainable
forest management.

Mobilization of domestic and interna-
tional financial resources for sustainable
forest management has been and remains
one of the most critical and politically
sensitiveissuesaddressedininternational
policy forasuch asthelntergovernmental
Panel on Forests (IPF), the Intergovern-
mental Forum on Forests (IFF) and the
United NationsForumon Forests(UNFF)
(ECOSOC, 2000; Chipeta and Joshi,
2001). Indeed, oneof thetasksof UNFFis
to“ takestepsto deviseapproachestowards
appropriatefinancial andtechnology trans-
fer support to enable the implementation
of sustainable forest management”
(ECOSOC, 2001).

The IPF/IFF deliberations and related
expert meetings on financing for sustain-
able forest management held in Pretoria,
South Africain 1996 (UNDP, 1996), Croy-
don, United Kingdom in 1999 (UNDP,

1999) and Oslo, Norway in 2001 (Chipeta
and Joshi, 2001) indicated that:

« thereweremany different sourcesand
opportunities for funding sustainable
forest management, but useful infor-
mation on how to obtain it was diffi-
cult to find;

 governments wished to have a con-
solidated databank on different types
of available funding sources;

« donor agencies and other funding
sources wanted to know what oppor-
tunities were worth funding;

* better synergy between domestic and
foreign resources and improved do-
nor coordination were needed.

To addressthese concerns, the Collabo-
rative Partnership on Forests' (CPF), es-
tablished in 2001 to support the work of
UNFF, has launched a new tool, a Web-
based sourcebook on funding for sustain-
ableforest management. The sourcebook
compilesinformation onfunding sources,
policies and delivery mechanisms, with
particular focus on devel oping countries.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The CPF Sourcebook isacollectiveeffort
of CPF, facilitated by FAO, in collabora-
tion with the National Forest Programme
Facility. FAOiscurrently responsiblefor
its maintenance and updating. Once fully
developed and disseminated, the
sourcebook should have the potential to
help:

* bridgethedemand and supply sidesof
funding programmes,

* serve asabasisfor dialogue between
in-country actorsdealingwithnational
forest programmesand representatives
of various funding sources,

« facilitatethedevel opment of new part-
nerships.

CONTENT

TheCPF Sourcebook coversabroadrange
of funding resources, public and private,
domestic and external. Informationisde-




rived from various sources, including
donor agencies and countries, CPF mem-
bers, international forest-related organi-
zations and instruments, development
banks, privatesources, regional processes
and other groups, such asfoundationsand
some international non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).

The Sourcebook Web site is organized
under the following main headings:

* Introduction (including “What issus-
tainable forest management?’ and
“Why fund it?’);

* Principal sources of funds;

e Trendsin funding;

* Realities of fundraising;

« Database of funding sources;

* Special mechanisms (with particular
focus on forestry activities);

* Training and awareness,

« Information resources.

The CPF Sourcebook also providesin-
formation on ways to package a project
proposal when seeking funding aswell as
waysto usefunding assistanceefficiently
once obtained.

The database of funding sources covers
awide range of funds (as of April 2003,
more than 350 sources have been entered
in the database) from those supporting
individual sand small NGOstothoseavail-
abletolargeringtitutions, forest enterprises
andgovernments(seearticleby Hall which
follows). Most of these funding sources
have specific criteria and procedures for
providing and redirecting funding.

The CPF Sourcebook also provides a
simple moderated forum for information
sharing and networking. It providesinfor-
mation on various networks, documents,
publicationsand eventsof interest tothose
seeking funding for sustainable forest
management activities.

The CPF Sourcebook was conceived as
aninteractiveelectronic resourcethat can
beupdated asrequired and that isexpected
to expand through user interaction with
the site. A number of tools were devel-

oped to enable usersto submit, electroni-
cally, relevant references on information
resourcesof interest. In addition, summa-
ries of information of particular interest
can be easily compiled into an electronic
newsletter or bulletin for distribution
through an e-mail list server.

CHALLENGES

Much of the information in the CPF
Sourcebook istimedependent, suchasthe
amount of funding availablefrom agiven
donor or the donor’ sforest sector policy.
Keepingtheinformationuptodatewill be
themain challengefor thefuture devel op-
ment, mai ntenanceand management of the
sourcebook, as it contains hundreds of
information items which will need to be
updated periodicaly.

Themain sourceof informationhasbeen
English-language Web sites. It is hoped
that ongoing efforts to disseminate word
of the CPF Sourcebook around the globe
will facilitate its expansion to include re-
source materials that are not in English.
The sourcebook will be translated into
French and Spanish as resources allow.

One of the greatest difficultieshasbeen
obtaining information on domestic fund-
ing sources, especialy in the developing
world, and particularly where Web sites
arenotin English or whereinformationis
not yet available on the Internet. The de-
vel opersof the sourcebook are now seek-
ingtoengagevariousforestry networksas
away of expanding the search for infor-
mation, especially of this kind.

The sourcebook is a user-friendly tool
which will enable access to reliable and
consolidatedinformationonvarioustypes
of funding. It isexpected to help increase
the exchange of knowledge and informa-
tion, promotenetworking and partnerships
and build the interface between financial
ingtitutions, other fund providersand for-
est stakeholders.

The CPF Sourcebook will be publicized
widely through forestry networks, events

and meetings and through national and
regional workshops related to national
forest programmes and funding for sus-
tainable forest management. Its publica-
tion on CD-ROM and in hard copy is be-
ing considered for those with limited
access to the Internet or computers. ¢
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