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Diear Teachers,

I hiopee that you huasre found this magazine vusefid and enjovable. The information presentsd in fhis magazine can
beused to supplement ywour lesson plans of to create new lessons. The following actovities are designed tohelp
youx clags better understand the ismaes presented cnpages 1-15 andto encoursge young readers to become actively
involved in learning sbout forests and the environmert. The model activities outline d below are designed to
be practical, thought provoking, flexble and fian. Vou may choose appropriste exercises and modifir them to
best sud ywour shadents' needs and local conditions . MWany teachersuse the sample activities to design new
activities oftheir own. It is recommended that you resiew the magazine thoooughly with your class before
conhucting the exercises. If possible, make past issues of EathBird available to your staderts as reference
material.

Sample Activities
1y Community survey. Zee the Class Project on pages 12 and 19

1 Visithy a Forestry Officer. & wisit from the local forestoy officer can help students learn more
ghonat forest resources inthedr area. &gk an officer from the govemment forestny depattment of a non-govemmental
organizaticn to speak to your sadents. ¥our forest officer is & good sasce of information. Suggested themes
that your wisitor could present to the class include: &) The importance of forest resources in the
conununity. ) Forest products produced in the area. o) 3ustainable management of local forests and the
success of a particular, sustainable forest project. d) Multipurpose trees that grow in the area and what they
are uged for. Encourage your students to ask questions.

31 Mathe matics exercise: ath activities can be developed that help students learn about forest
products snd mcome generation. Please teviewr the sample actor ity belowr and develop appropriste activities foryous
own class. To prepate for this exercise, ask vour shudents to reviewpages 10-13 and answer aty questions that
they may have.

a ) Sample activify: Bees! Tell yvour students that the math questions willbebaged on san imaginay ncome
generating proje ot thet, procuc es honey. The commundy project has S0hdves each holding 20,000 bees. 15 jars of
honey are produced yearhy, per hitve. Honey iz sold for 5 "shillings" perjar o the local market. Given this
information, have students determine:

1’y Honer ooy jars ofhoney ae procuced by the project each year?
2 If every jar of honey i3 sold, how many shillings will the community eamn?
3 Ifthe jarsused fir packaging cost 1 shilling each, and 150 shillings is spent on additional materials each
yeat, how much profit iz made?
4y The community wants to produce 250 jars of honey in 1995, How many hives will they
need? How many bees will there be?
2 If each bee visits 200 flowers every day, how many does it wisit in a year? How
maty flowers does a hive of bees wisit in a vear?
Note: Bees ate responsible for pollinating food crops throughout the world.

b)) Sample Acfivity: Green Iguana Reeling! Tell your students that they will be computing math
cuestions baged on an imaginaty ignana tanching project! Suggest that the project hias 300 greeniguanas. 30% of
the iguanas are sold each wear If more are sold, then the iguana population will not remain procuctive.
The iguanas ame sold at market for 100 "pesos" each. Given this information, beere your shadents determine:

1y Hower much money doesthe commundy eam from the sale of iguanas each year?

) If a chicken o the same matlet costs 120 pesos, howe much money would & person save byipring 20 iguanas per
year instead of 20 chickens?

3 Ifthe comamumnity warted to eam 10,000 pesos each we ar from the sale of iguatas, how meany more iguanas would
they need to gell?

4 If fewrer iouanias are sold, and the iguana population iz allowed to growee by 20040 each year, how many ioaanas
would there be in 4years? (622 iguanad) How much profit would be eamed if 30% were sold at the end of the dth
Vear?

Design wour own activity based on the examples. What type of forest product projects are there in your
area? What types would your studerds be most interested in? Involve your students, ask them to help you
select an appropriate project type for this exercize. Challenge your students to learn more about the project
they choose and use that information to formulate more diffioult problems. Be sure to account for such costs as
labonar, land and materials. These costs will have to be dedncted from the eamings!
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4) Science Demonsiration. Practical science demonstrations can help students become more aware of
local forest products, hoer they were fist discovered and how they are used Wlamy forest prochcts ane idead for class
demonstration. Select a prochact that is fond locally snd is easily processed. Assemble the matedials and tools
niecegsaty for vour demonstration and provide your students with background information on the histony and use
of the product. Demonstrate how the product i made and encourage patticipation and questions from your
shudents. Discuss with students hoow forest prochacts are discovered and howr marny afe processed on & large, nchastrial
scale. Vou may want to join together with other classes in your school. Invite someone from your
comimunity who is knowledgeable about the processing of the product you choose. O, take your students on a field
trip to observe the processing of a forest product.

Saxmple demransteations:

o Makinghand-made paper.

» Processing soap.

* The constraction of simple items such as musical instruments, decordion and toys from
wiood, leaves and tsks.

o Making simple dyes from wood or leaves.

e Extraction of oils from stems or leaves.

= If appropriste, prepacation of a local, plant-based medicinad product. (e.g. medicine for stomach
paing).

51 Community or class drama. ¥Vou may be interested in developing a play based on forest themes.
Plays ate an exeiting way to leatn more about the themes in the magazine and topass on important
information to others cutside the classroom. Review the magazine with vour gudents and select a theme that
you all find interesting, Good themes may include: 1) The history of forest product use inyour area B A
drama depicting shortages of forest resources. Or ) The stony of & family thet improvred e quadity of Iving by using
forest prochacts. For more information, see the Class Project on the next page.

4] Once a theme iz selected, develop a serpt. Remember to keep the story simple. ¥You may want to
irrolve the shadents in the development of the dialog and encourage them to welude their own opinions and
humour. Assign toles and have the students rehearse their parts. Collect simple props to enhance the drama.

b When the actors are ready, present the play forthe class, the school or the community.

6) Forest products vocabulary list.

Students may have questions regarding some of the wordsuged in the magazine and the class discussion.
Encourage students to ask questions about words that they are unsure of. Vou may want to st those words
and their definitions n a forest prodocts wocatulany list;, The list may also ncehade local terms . I appropriste,
display the list where & canbe used a5 a reference tool.

e Jample entries:

Resin: a substance from plands used to make lacquers, wamishes, ks, plastics ete.

Celluloge: the prineiple, solid, component of plants. Uzed to make paper, explosives, textiles and many
other procucts.

Austainable management: management that ensures contimed production andhealth,

71 Additional information and assistance.

Tou can obtain additional information youneed on forests snd forest products. ¥Your local forest depatment
shonald be a good source of informeation snd advice, & representative of the depatmend of agriculture may also
be of assistance.

Non-governmental organizations will also be able to provide you with health and forestry information. Find ot
which ones operate inyour atea and what they do.

Elder members ofyour community may be 2 good resource. It may be beneficial to hare knoeledgesble elders

demonstrate and discuss specific forest prochacts. For example;, alocal bee keeper can demonstrate hive care and a
healer can tall about traditional me dicines. Encourage children to discuss forest products with their parents.
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