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The Hilsa is the main marine fish captured in Bangladesh. and the Meghna River is
the centre of this fishery. Bhola Island. off the east shore of the Meghna, is the home
of thousands of fisherfolk who rely on Hilsa for their survival. They mainly use
chandi boats in this fishery.

This report describes the evolution of the motorization of the chandi boat, in Bhola.
between 1980 and 1903. It includes information on the project sponsored by the
Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA) and developments in the pri-
vate sector. The Bay of Bengal Programme’s (BOBP) involvement during this period,
supporting project implementation and monitoring the project, permits a techno-
socioeconomic analysis. which is also part of the report.

The Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP) is a multiagency regional fisheries programme
which covers seven countries around the Bay of Bengal — Bangladesh, India, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Shri Lanka and Thailand. The Programme plays a catalytic
and consultative role: it develops, demonstrates and promotes new technologies,
methodologies and ideas to help improve the conditions of small-scale fisherfolk
communites in member countries. The BOBP is sponsored by the governments of
Denmark, Sweden and the United Kingdom, and also by UNDP (United Nations
Development Programme). The main executing agency is the FAO (Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations).
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Fig 1. Map of Bhola Island, Bangladesh
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