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A review of experiences worldwide and of present knowledge about fish aggregat-
ing devices (FADs) was carried out by the BOBP during 1981. Nearly 150 institu-
tions and experts were requested to contribute. This paper draws on these replies
as also on other published material.

The paper describes a spectrum of FADs ranging from very simple and cheap
traditional applications for nearshore waters to modern, highly sophisticated and
expensive products for off-shore aggregation of tunas and tuna-like fishes.

Some of the experimental designs described here are worth considering for in-
dicative fishing trials.

The preparation of this paper is an activity of the Bay of Bengal Programme for
Small-Scale Fisheries Development, referred to in brief as BOBP. The BOBP is
funded by the Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA) and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and executed by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. Countries bordering
the Bay of Bengal are members of the Programme. Its main aims are to develop,
demonstrate and promote methodologies to improve the conditions of small-
scale fisherfolk and to assess and monitor fishery resources.
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