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This paper describes the developnient . technical trials, and fishing trials of larger
plank—built outrigger canoes in Nias Island, Surnatera . Indonesia. The outrigger
canoes were constructed during 1989. The technical and fishing trials were
conducted during 1989 and 1990 in three villages in Nias Island. The purpose of
the trials was to assess the technical and economic feasibilit\ of the new outrIgger
canoes and their acceptability to the fisherfolk.

The project for development of outrigger canoe fisheries and this paper which
reports on it have been sponsored by the Bay of Bengal Programnic’s (BOBP)
“Small-Scale Fisherfolk Communities in the Bay of Bengal” (GCP/RAS/1 18/MUL).
The work was done in cooperation with the Provincial Fisheries Service of North
Sumatera. Besides the authors, other BOBP and PFS officers, an FAO Consultant
Boatbuilder, local carpenters and not least the fishermen were actively involved in
the Project.

The Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP) is a multi-agency regional fisheries

programme which covers seven countries around the Bay of Bengal Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Thailand. The Programme
plays a catalytic and consultative role: it develops, demonstrates and promotes new

techniques, technologies or ideas to help improve the conditions of small-scale
fisherfolk communities in member countries. The BOBP is sponsored by the
governments of Denmark, Sweden and the United Kingdom in the Bay of Bengal
region, and also by AGFUND (Arab Gulf Fund for United Nations Development
Organizations) and UNDP (United Nations Development Programme). The main

executing agency is the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations).

This document is a working paper and has not been cleared by the governments
concerned or the FAO.

Published by the Bay of Bengal Programme, 91 St. Mary’s Road, Abhiramapuram. Madras 600018,
India, and printed for BOBP by Balanoor Printers, Madras 600 032.
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