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Financing small-scale enterprises
 2005. FAO Forestry Paper No. 

146. Rome, FAO. ISBN 0258-6150.

Communities around the world rely on forests for their livelihoods, 

not only for domestic uses but also for income, frequently obtained 

through small-scale, often family-run enterprises. The sustainable 

development of such enterprises is increasingly recognized as a 

challenges of small-scale forest-based enterprises, given that their 

activities are often seasonal and unpredictable. It analyses the 

The publication considers as small-scale enterprises those 

or household level, usually employing members of the family, 

close relatives or neighbours, and where salaried labour is 

of the issues and recommendations would also apply to larger 

enterprises, which may employ labourers. 

The publication examines the role that different types of 

organizations, cooperatives and credit unions, can play for small-

scale enterprises and forest communities. It discusses, in addition 

to microcredit, a comprehensive range of services including 

savings, group lending, leasing, insurance and cash transfers. 

illustrated through four case studies:

• a micro-enterprise development programme in Parbat district 

in Nepal;

concessions in the department of Petén, Guatemala by two 

Sudan through an association of gum arabic producers in 

Elmirehbiba village; 

 will be 

a useful reference for those involved in designing policies and 

projects for the development of forestry communities, such as 

donors, government institutions and programme/project managers. 

services to small enterprises in rural areas.

The publication is also available online: www.fao.org/docrep/008/

a0226e/a0226e00.htm

Report of the latest Global Forest Resources
Assessment

Global Forest Resources Assessment 2005 – Progress towards sustainable forest 

 2006. FAO Forestry Paper No. 147. Rome, FAO. ISBN 92-5-105481-9.

Humanity depends on the world’s forest resources to provide 

renewable raw materials and energy, maintain biological diversity, 

mitigate climate change, protect land and water resources, 

provide places for recreation, improve air quality and help alleviate 

pests and invasive species, and are the primary targets in many 

countries for agricultural and urban expansion. 

FAO has coordinated global forest resources assessments at 
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in 1945. The Global Forest Resources Assessment 2005 

(FRA 2005) is the most comprehensive to date, both in terms 

of content and contributors. It covers far more than forest area, 

encompassing social, economic and environmental dimensions 

of forest resources. The data for FRA 2005 were delivered by 

national correspondents – nominated by the countries – and their 

synthesized the information.

This publication – the main report of FRA 2005 – analyses the 

results to address the question “Is progress being made towards 

sustainable forest management?”. The answer is a mix of positive 

and negative signs. Intensive plantation forestry and conservation 

efforts are on the rise, while some primary forests continue to 

become degraded or converted to agriculture at alarming rates. 

The report also evidences a worrying correlation between negative 

forest resource trends and the state of rural poor populations, 

interrelationships of agriculture, forestry and poverty.

The report provides the quantitative country-by-country results of 

the assessment for 1990, 2000 and 2005, given in 20 global tables 

with regional and subregional subtotals (presented in Annex 3). 

Based on these country statistics, six core chapters evaluate the 

current status and trends, as well as the information availability, 

for six themes of sustainable forest management: extent of forest 

resources; biological diversity; forest health and vitality; protective 

functions of forest resources; productive functions of forest 

resources; and socio-economic functions. Chapter 8 synthesizes 

management at the subregional, regional and global levels; 

optimism and where there is cause for alarm. 

Chapter 9 offers the main conclusions of the FRA 2005 process, 

including some considerations regarding future assessments. 

addition to the detailed country statistics.

The report is an essential reference for anyone interested in the 

status of the world’s forests. It will be indispensible for those involved 

in international negotiations related to forestry and for all concerned 

with the contribution of forestry to sustainable development.

The report is also available online: www.fao.org/docrep/008/

a0400e/a0400e00.htm

Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural resource management. A. Engel & 

B. Korf. 2005. Rome, FAO. 

People have different uses for natural resources such as forests, 

water, pastures and land, and want to manage them in different 

ways. Knowing about the different needs and interests can help 

much as possible. However, such differences can also lead to 

Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural resource 

management

can undermine or disrupt natural resource management, impede 

practical, step-by-step guidance on how to establish and 

manage a process of consensual negotiations involving multiple 

Livelihood Support Programme (LSP), which is funded by the United 

Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID). It 

builds on previously published FAO training material on community-

experiences of trainers, trainees and programme coordinators after 

The guide spells out the advantages and disadvantages of a 

alternative) to help practitioners assess which approach(es) may 
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worldwide application.

• facilitating negotiations and agreement among individuals, 

groups or institutions who believe that they have incompatible 

objectives; 

• broadening people’s understanding of their own and others’ 

interests and needs; 

entrenched and emotional positions.

Two cases of successfully facilitated consensual negotiations in 

Ghana are presented in an annex. 

or collaborative natural resource management and rural livelihood 

governmental and non-governmental organizations, development 

agencies and private companies who want to learn how to assist 

people in the process of consensual negotiations. It can provide 

The online version of the guide is available at: www.fao.org/

docrep/008/a0032e/a0032e00.htm

overview
 2005. Rome, FAO. ISBN 92-5-005377-0.

In many countries, production of wood and wood products is a 

and of critical importance to national and local economies. For 

decades, FAO, in partnership with national and international 

institutions, has published detailed country statistics on forest 

products in the annual FAO Yearbook of Forest Products. The 

comprehensive statistics are also available online through 

FAOSTAT (faostat.fao.org). But the story told by the statistics is 

not always immediately apparent or easy to extract. This small, 

multilingual, user-friendly publication was created to provide a 

of wood and wood products. 

The publication begins with simple maps on the world’s forest 

resources (forest cover and wood volume in forests). The main 

sections summarize the production, trade and consumption of 

roundwood, woodfuel, industrial roundwood, sawnwood, veneer 

and plywood, reconstituted panels, pulp for paper, recovered 

paper, paper and paperboard, and all wood products (for 

roundwood and woodfuel, only production is depicted). The 

images include global maps of current status, tables listing leading 

countries, and graphics showing trends 1961–2003 by region and 

illustrates the contribution of the forest sector to gross domestic 

product, gross value added by the forest sector, share of wood 

products.

but translations of all terms used are provided in a multilingual 

summary at a glance of the role of wood products around the 

world and of how that role has evolved. It will be particularly helpful

crunching research. 

The publication is also available online: www.fao.org/docrep/008/

a0142m/a0142m00.htm

Legal and institutional framework for urban greening
 L. Knuth.

2005. FAO Legislative Studies No. 88. Rome, FAO. ISBN 92-5-105432-0.

More than two-thirds of humanity will live in cities by 2050. Forests 

and trees in urban and peri-urban areas help ensure supplies of 

forest products, wood energy and clean water, provide recreational 

areas and help prevent and combat erosion, sand encroachment, 

livelihoods and the alleviation of poverty.

The policy and legal conditions for promoting forest and tree 

cover in urban environments, and the constraints on the use of 

and access to these resources, differ from those in rural areas. 

However, in general, urban and peri-urban forestry receives little 

society. This is even more problematic in developing countries 
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and countries with economies in transition, where urban 

development is too often accompanied by severe degradation of 

the environment (including trees and forests), increased poverty 

and food insecurity.

FAO has produced this publication to assist in building the 

address legal, economic, social and environmental issues related to 

trees and forests in the urban environment. It gives an overview of 

the existing laws and regulations concerning urban and peri-urban 

forestry and greening, and points out issues that legislative bodies 

may have to consider in this regard. It is divided into six parts, 

including an introduction (Part 1), a conclusion (Part 6) and current 

and peri-urban forestry and greening. However, a number of 

international instruments – both soft law and legally binding – are 

applicable to it. These are described in Part 3. Most of these 

by addressing certain components (such as greening or open 

space) or related broad concepts (such as environment). 

Part 4 deals with related national and subnational legal 

and greening is not comprehensively addressed in legislation at 

the country level, but many laws on forestry, the environment, land 

use planning, watershed protection and erosion control refer to 

with the subject, such as those requiring permits for tree removals, 

providing for the protection of urban trees, or addressing negative 

effects of trees such as damage caused by growing roots to 

construction projects. 

peri-urban forestry and greening using examples from different 

parts of the world, including Canada, China, the Philippines and 

South Africa. 

The annexes provide additional information on existing 

legislation, useful Web sites and guidelines for surveys of national 

and municipal laws and regulations. 

at the national and subnational levels, this publication will be 

useful for those who are interested in developing an enabling 

policy-legal-institutional environment for urban and peri-urban 

forestry and greening in their countries. 

Handbook on forest landscape restoration
S. Mansourian, D. Vallauri &S. Mansourian, D. Vallauri & 

In an ideal world, restoration would not be necessary. However, 

today many forest habitats are so damaged that their long-term 

survival and the ecological services they provide are in doubt. 

Their restoration is urgent to sustain the livelihoods of people 

dependent on nature.

In response to these challenges, the World Wide Fund for Nature 

Union (IUCN) and other partners, is promoting a forest landscape 

restoration approach (see article on p. 40 of this issue), which 

aims to do much more than simply restore or increase forest 

cover. Forest landscape restoration brings people together to 

identify, negotiate and put in place practices that optimize the 

within a broader pattern of land uses.
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on how forest restoration can be integrated with other aspects 

of conservation and development in landscapes. It harnesses 

the expertise of over 70 authors drawing on a wealth of practical 

experience and a wide range of global expertise. Many of the 

publication is illustrated with numerous examples from all regions 

of the world. 

Forest restoration 

in landscapes

impacts of forest loss and degradation to apply landscape-scale 

forest restoration to help meet their conservation goals.

through the different stages of the restoration process, but 

parts introduce the elements for planning and implementing 

restoration within the broader landscape context. Subjects covered 

include mapping, modeling, targets, addressing challenges and 

evaluation of forest restoration projects.

aspects of forest restoration for particular objectives, for different 

forest types and in different circumstances or situations (e.g. 

following different types of disturbance).

from practical experiences and provides some recommendations 

opportunities for collaboration and the needs for participation and 

institutional arrangements. 


