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(W. Indian Ocean)

SIGANIDAE

Spinefoots, rabbitfishes

Body laterally compressed, oval, deep or slender, covered with small scales. Mouth small with a single row
of fine, close-set teeth in each jaw. Dorsal fin with 13 strong spines and 10 soft rays, preceded by a forward
projecting spine, embedded to varying degrees in the nape; pelvic fins with 2 strong spines separate by 3 soft
rays, character unique to the family; anal fin with 7 strong spines and 9 soft rays (variations in the number of dorsal
and anal spines and rays are extremely rare); the spines are venomous.

Colour: coral associating species usually brightly coloured and ornately patterned; others often drab and
becoming variously mottled with brown at death.

Moderate sized, herbivorous fishes of shallow coastal waters; some species live in pairs around coral, others
in schools around rock and coral reefs, mangroves, estuaries and brackish lagoons. The reported catch of
rabbitfishes in Fishing Area 51 totalled 480 metric tons in 1981.
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lancet-like spine

SIMILAR FAMILIES, OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

All other families have at most i pelvic fin spine (2 in
siganid  species). The  Acanthuridae  superficially
resemble the deeper bodied siganids, but have bony plates
or lancet-like spines on each side of caudal peduncle and
only 2 or 3 caudal fin spines (7 in species of Siganidae).

KEY TO GENERA OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

Siganus only.

Acanthuridae

LIST OF SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

bony plates

Code numbers are given for those species for which Identification Sheets are included

Siganus argenteus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) SIGAN Sigan 5
Siganus canaliculatus (Park, 1797) SIGAN Sigan 4
Siganus corallinus (Valenciennes, 1835) SIGAN Sigan 6
Siganus javus (Linnaeus, 1766) SIGAN Sigan 3
Siganus lineatus (Valenciennes, 1835) SIGAN Sigan 7
Siganus luridus (Ruppell, 1828) SIGAN Sigan 2
Siganus puelloides Woodland & Randall, 1979 SIGAN Sigan 8
Siganus rivulatus Forsskal, 1775 SIGAN Sigan 1
Siganus spines (Linnaeus 1758) SIGAN Sigan 9

Siganus stellatus Forsskal, 1775

Siganus sutor (Valenciennes, 1835)
Siganus vermiculatus (Valenciennes, 1835)
Siganus virgatus (Valenciennes, 1835)

SIGAN Sigan 10
SIGAN Sigan 11
SIGAN Sigan 12
SIGAN Sigan 13

Prepared by D.J. Woodland, The University of New England, Armidale, N.S.W., Australia
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Siganus virgatus

Siganus javus

Siganus spinus

Siganus vermiculatus

Siganus argenteus
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Siganus rivulatus

Siganus sutor

Siganus luridus

Siganus corallinus

Siganus canaliculatus

click for next page




	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	BONY FISHES 
	SCATOPHAGIDAE
	Scatophagus argus

	SCIAENIDAE
	Argyrosomus regius
	Argyrosomus amoyensis
	Argyrosomus hololepidotus
	Argyrosomus heinii
	Argyrosomus thorpei
	Atractoscion aequidens
	Atrobucca marleyi
	Chrysochir aureus
	Dendrophysa russelli
	Johnieops dussumieri
	Johnieops sina
	Johnieops vogleri
	Johnieops aneus
	Johnieops macrorhynus
	Johnius belangerii
	Johnius carutta
	Johnius dussumieri
	Johnius carouna
	Johnius elongatus
	Johnius glaucus 
	Johnius macropterus
	Kathala axillaris
	Nibea maculata
	Nibea soldado
	Nibea albida
	Otolithes cuvieri
	Otolithes ruber
	Otolithoides biauritus
	Panna microdon
	Paranibea semiluctuosa
	Pennahia macrophthalmus
	Protonibea diacanthus
	Umbrina ronchus
	Umbrina canariensis

	SCOMBRIDAE
	Acanthocybium solandri
	Allothunnus fallai
	Auxis thazard
	Auxis rochei
	Euthynnus affinis
	Grammatorcynus bilineatus
	Gymnosarda unicolor
	Katsuwonus pelamis
	Rastrelliger kanagurta
	Sarda orientalis
	Scomber japonicus
	Scomberomorus commerson
	Scomberomorus lineolatus
	Scomberomorus guttatus
	Scomberomorus koreanus
	Scomberomorus plurilineatus
	Thunnus alalunga
	Thunnus albacares
	Thunnus maccoyii
	Thunnus obesus
	Thunnus tonggol

	SCOMBROLABRACIDAE
	Scombrolabrax heterolepis

	SCORPAENIDAE
	Apistus carinatus
	Choridactylis multibarbus
	Helicolenus dactylopterus
	Inimicus filamentosus
	Minous monodactylus
	Pterois mombasae
	Pterois russellii
	Scorpaenodes littoralis
	Scorpaenopsis gibbosa
	Setarches guentheri
	Synanceia verrucosa

	SERRANIDAE
	Colour Plates
	Plate 1
	Plate 2
	Plate 3
	Plate 4
	Plate 5
	Plate 6 
	Plate 7

	Aethaloperca rogaa
	Anyperodon leucogrammicus
	Cephalopholis miniata
	Cephalopholis sonnerati
	Cephalopholis analis
	Cephalopholis argus
	Cephalopholis aurantia
	Cephalopholis boenack
	Cephalopholis formosa
	Cephalopholis hemistiktos
	Cephalopholis leopardus
	Cephalopholis nigripinnis
	Cephalopholis oligosticta
	Cephalopholis sexmaculata
	Cromileptes altivelis
	Dermatolepis striolatus
	Epinephelus guaza
	Epinephelus areolatus
	Epinephelus bleekeri
	Epinephelus fasciatus
	Epinephelus fuscoguttatus
	Epinephelus summana
	Epinephelus tauvina
	Epinephelus albomarginatus
	Epinephelus andersoni
	Epinephelus caeruleopunctatus
	Epinephelus chlorostigma
	Epinephelus diacanthus
	Epinephelus epistictus
	Epinephelus faveatus
	Epinephelus flavocaeruleus
	Epinephelus hexagonatus
	Epinephelus latifasciatus
	Epinephelus longispinis
	Epinephelus magniscuttis
	Epinephelus malabaricus
	Epinephelus melanostigma
	Epinephelus merra
	Epinephelus microdon
	Epinephelus miliaris
	Epinephelus modestus
	Epinephelus morrhua
	Epinephelus multinotatus
	Epinephelus ongus
	Epinephelus poecilonotus
	Epinephelus posteli
	Epinephelus quoyanus
	Epinephelus radiatus
	Epinephelus retouti
	Epinephelus rivulatus
	Epinephelus septemfasciatus
	Epinephelus spilotoceps
	Epinephelus stoliczkae
	Epinephelus tukula
	Epinephelus undulosus
	Gracila albomarginata
	Gracila polleni
	Plectropomus leopardus
	Plectropomus truncatus
	Plectropomus laevis
	Plectropomus maculatus
	Plectropomus punctatus
	Promicrops lanceolatus
	Serranus cabrilla
	Serranus novemcinctus
	Variola louti
	Variola albimarginata

	SIGANIDAE
	Colour Plates
	Plate 1
	Plate 2

	Siganis rivulatus
	Siganus luridus
	Sijanus javus
	Siganus canaliculatus
	Siganus argenteus
	Siganus corallinus
	Siganus lineatus
	Siganus puelloides
	Siganus spinus
	Siganus stellatus
	Siganis sutor
	Siganus vermiculatus
	Siganus virgatus

	SILLAGINIDAE
	Sillaginopsis panijus
	Sillago maculata
	Sillago sihama
	Sillago (Sillaginopodys) chondropus
	Sillago vincenti

	SOLEIDAE
	Austroglossus pectoralis
	Euryglossa orientalis
	Pardachirus marmoratus
	Solea elongata
	Synaptura commersoniana
	Synaptura marginata
	Zebrias quagga
	Zebrias synapturoides

	SPARIDAE
	Acanthopagrus berda
	Acanthopagrus latus
	Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
	Argyrops spinifer
	Argyrops filamentosus
	Argyrozona argyrozona
	Cheimerius nufar
	Chrysoblephus anglicus
	Chrysoblephus cristiceps
	Chrysoblephus gibbiceps
	Chrysoblephus laticeps
	Chrysotdephus lophus
	Chrysoblephus puniceus
	Crenidens crenidens
	Cymatoceps nasutus
	Diplodus sargus capensis
	Diplodus sargus kotschyi
	Diplodus cervinus hottentotus
	Diplodus noct
	Lithognathus mormyrus
	Lithognathus lithognathus
	Pachymetopon aeneum
	Pachymetopon grande
	Pagellus affinis
	Pagellus natalensis
	Petrus rupestris
	Polyamblyadon germanum
	Polyamblyodon gibbosum
	Polysteganus baissaci
	Polysteganus coeruleopunctatus
	Polysteganus praeorbitalis
	Polysteganus undulosus
	Porcostoma dentata
	Pterogymnus laniarius
	Rhabdosargus globiceps
	Rhabdosargus sarba
	Rhabdosargus haffara
	Rhabdosarcus holubi
	Rhabdosargus thorpei
	Sarpa salpa
	Sparidentex hasta
	Sparodon durbanensis
	Spondyliosorna emarginatum

	SPHYRAENIDAE
	Sphyraena barracuda
	Sphyraena forsteri
	Sphyraena jello
	Sphyraena obtusata

	STROMATEIDAE
	Pampus argenteus
	Pampus chinensis

	SYNODONTIDAE
	Saurida undosquamis
	Saurida tumbil
	Saurida gracilis
	Saurida longimanus
	Saurida nebulosa
	Synodus binotatus
	Synodus englemani
	Synodus hoshinonis
	Synodus indicus
	Synodus jaculum
	Synodus macrops
	Synodus sageneus
	Synodus variegatus
	Trachinocephalus myops

	TERAPONIDAE
	Mesopristes elongatus
	Pelates quadrilineatus
	Terapon jarbua
	Terapon theraps
	Terapon puta

	TETRAGONURIDAE
	TETRAODONTIDAE
	TOXOTIDAE
	Toxotes chatareus
	Toxotes jaculator

	TRACHICHTHYIDAE
	TRACHIPTERIDAE
	TRIACANTHIDAE
	Pseudotriacanthus strigilifer
	Triacanthus biaculeatus

	TRICHIURIDAE
	Eupleurogrammus glossodon
	Eupleuroigrammus muticus
	Lepturacanthus pantului
	Lepturacanthus savala
	Tentoriceps cristatus
	Trichiurus lepturus
	Trichiurus auriga
	Trichiurus gangeticus





