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ARI'I D

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

ARl | DAE

(often Tachysuridae in the literature)

Sea catfishes

Medi um to | arge-sized fishes. Snout and head rounded to depressed, the mouth terminal to
slightly inferior. G| nmenbranes free fromisthrmus to closely attached to isthnus. Teeth on pal ate

and jaws fine, conical, granular, or nolar-like and in bands or patches, or sonetinmes absent altogether.

Paired maxillary and nmandi bulary (or nental) barbels; usually both present, but in some cases one or
the other type of barbel absent. Head covered by a strong bony shield which is usually nmore or |ess
visible beneath a thin skin (sel dom conpletely obscured by thick tissue). Scal es absent; | ateral
line conplete. Dorsal fin short, with a nore or less serrated pungent spine followed by 7 soft rays;
soft adi pose fin present, opposite anal fin, the latter short, with only 16 to 30 soft rays; pectoral
fins very lowset, close to ventral- profile, with a nore or |ess serrated pungent spine; pelvic fins
with 6 soft rays (in females of certain species the innernpst ray greatly nodified and enl arged at

mat urity); caudal fin forked.

Col our: usual |y grey/blue, dark grey or dark brown on back and sides, tinged with silvery sheen;
pal er to white bel ow

Ariidae are found in schools or singly in marine, brackish or fresh waters. There is reason to
believe that in all species the male practises oral incubation of the eggs, which are rather |arge and
few in nunber.
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SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA
Chaci dae, Cl arii dae Heteropneustidae and Pl ot osi dae: adi pose fin absent.
Si | uri dae: no spine in dorsal fin
Schi | bei dae: al so have an adi pose fin but the anterior and posterior nostrils are wdely

separated, the latter sonmetinmes with a barbel (close together and without barbel in Ariidae).
Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae (= Bagaridae): nasal barbels present (absent in Ariidae).

Anbl yci pi tidae: gill menbranes connected across, but free fromthe isthnus

Key to Genera

1 a. Mandi bul ary barbel s present

2 a. One pair of maxillary and two pairs of nandibul ary
bar bel s present

3 a. Teeth present on palate

4 a. Gl nmenbranes free fromisthnus and
fromeach other; anal fin long, with

28 to 30 soft rays; anterior and pos
terior nostrils separated by a di stance
equal to width of posterior nostril ..... Doi i cht hys
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4 b. GII menbranes united to each other and
to isthnus anteriorly; anal fin shorter,
with 16 to 26 soft rays; anterior and
posterior nostrils scarcely separated ............. Arius

3 b. No teeth on palate

5 a. Mouth opening w de, extending behind

eye; a single series of closely set
incisor-like (cutting edged) teeth

ineach jaw ........ ... .. Ket engus
5 b. Mouth opening small, ending before
eye; conical, villiform or nolar-
like, but no incisor-like teeth in
j aws
6 a. Aband of villiformteeth in
each jaw, gill rakers short,
few or noderate in nunber;
gill menbranes united,

attached to isthnmus with
only a narrow free hind
MArgin ..., Hemi pi mel odus

6 b. A narrow patch of conical teeth;
few in nunber, on each side of
j aws; 8 short gill rakers;
gill menbranes united,
attached to isthmus with
only a narrow free hind
MArgin ... .. Tetranesodon

6 c. Mnute teeth in 1 or 2 series
injaws; nore than 30 | arge
gill rakers; gill menbranes
totally confluent with skin
of isthrmus, without free hind
Margin ......... . Nedyst onma

2 b. Only one pair of very snmall mandi bul ary barbels; no
maxillary barbels ........ ... ... . ... . . ... Bat rachocephal us

1 b. No mandi bul ary barbels; only one pair of stiff bony maxillary
bar bel s . Cst eogeni osus
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Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which |dentification Sheets are included)

Arius acrocephal us Arius platystonus

Arius acutirostris Arius pol ystaphyl odon

Arius argyropl euron Ari us proxinmus

Arius arm ger Arius sagor ARIID Ari 3
Arius australis Arius sat paranus

Arius broadbenti Arius sciurus

Arius burnmani cus Arius serratus

Arius cael atus ARIID Ari 1 Arius solLidus

Arius carinatus Arius sona

Arius col el oughi Arius spatul a

Artius crossocheil us Arius stirlingi

Arius danielsi Arius storm

Arius digulLensis Arius subrostratus

Arius dispar Arius tenuispinis

Artius doriae Arius thal assinus ARIID Ari 4
Arius dussumieri Arius truncatus

Arius falcarius Arius utik

Arius froggatti Arius venosus ARIID Ari 5
Arius gagora

Arius goniaspis Bat r achocephal us m no

Artius har mandi

Arius jatius Doi i cht hys novaegui neae

Ari us kangananmanensi s

Arius latirostris Hem pi nel odus aal dereni
Artius | eiotetocephal us Hemi pi nel odus ber nhar di
Arius |eptaspis Hem pi nel odus borneensi s
Artius | eptonotacant hus Heni pi el odus crassilabris
Arius nmacracant hus Hem pi nel odus i nternedi us
Arius macrocephal us Hem pi nel odus macrocephal us
Arius macronot acant hus Hem pi nel odus macr or hynchus
Arius maculat us ARIID Ari 2 Hemi pi nel odus manillensis
Arius magatensis Hemi pi nel odus papillifer
Arius manillensis Hem pi nel odus si anmensi s
Arius mastersi Heni pi nel odus vel uti nus
Artius netanochir

Arius macrocephal us Ket engus typus

Artius m crostomnus

Arius nella Nedyst oma dayi

Arius nenga

Arius nox ost eogeniosus nmilitaris ARIID Gst 1
Artius nudi dens

Arius parvipinnis Tet ranesodon conor hynchus

Many of the Arius species listed here are doubtful, but a full revision of the famly
is urgently needed before this can be resol ved.



ARIID Ari 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: ARl | DAE

Arius cael atus Val enci ennes, 1840

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Tachysurus cael atus (Val enci ennes, 1840)

0 5 cm

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Engraved catfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

head profile concave at nape, the supra-occipital process rising there-
after. Three pairs of barbels around nouth, the nmaxillary barbels extending to mddle or to end of
pectoral fin base. Head shield strongly rugose and granul ated; supra-occipital process short, about
as long as broad, with a nedian keel, its hind end concave. Teeth in jaws small and fine, those in
upper jaw (premaxillary teeth) in a long and narrow band, 8 to 10 tinmes |onger than broad; palate
teeth in one patch on each side, small and fine, front margi ns of patches |ongest and convex,
separated from each other and fromjaw teeth by a space sonewhat |ess than their wi dth. Dor sal and
pectoral fins with a very strong and thick, coarsely granul ated spine; tip of dorsal spine produced

into a long filament; adipose fin rather |arge.

Body robust and el ongate,

Col our: dark blue on top of head and back, whitish below, the whole with a netallic blue lustre.
Tip of dorsal fin blackish, its filament black; pectoral, pelvic and anal fins dusky; caudal fin
paler; adipose fin either entirely black or bearing a large black blotch on upper half. Al barbels

wi th bl acki sh margi ns.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA: bony
head shield

.

A. venosus: premaxillary baud of teeth only
4 to 5 times |longer than broad, dorsal fin spine
weaker and its tip without a long filanent; also,
supra-occipital process slightly |onger than broad
and head shield rather snooth.

O her Arius species: either have granular to
mol ar-like teeth on palate or a different arrangenent
of the tooth patches.

Osteogeniosus nmilitaris: only maxillary barbels

present, and these stiff, not flexible. A VENosus SUPrz;gggisgital A cael at us

O her catfishes: either an adipose fin

(Chaci dae, C ariidae, Heteropneustidae, Pl otosidae), premaxi |l ary
| ack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), possess nasal t oot h band
barbel s (Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have SR

anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated

(Schi |l bei dae), or have the gill nenbranes free

fromisthnmus (Anblycipitidae).

pal ati ne
toot h pat ches
A. venosus A. cael atus

Sl ZE: (roof of nouth)

Maxi mum 45 cm conmon: 18 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

West coast of India to Indo-Australian
ar chi pel ago, but not Philippines or
Australi a.

Found al ong all shores, throughout
its range.

Feeds mainly on invertebrates and
smal | fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shore waters subjected to tidal
i nfl uence around river nouths.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Ariidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 8 400 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 1E) 100 tons (Phili ppines: 11 400 tons;
Mal aysi a: 4 700 tons)

Caught mainly with banboo stake traps, shore seines, set bag nets and hooks and li nes.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh; al so dried-salted.



ARIID Ari 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: ARl | DAE

Arius macul atus (Thunberg, 1792)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Tachysurus macul atus (Thunberg, 1792)

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAO En - Spotted catfish
Fr -
Sp -

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body el ongate, head pointed, its profile
sloping upward in a straight line to dorsal fin
origin. Three pairs of barbels around nouth
mexi | | ary barbel slender, reaching to base of
pectoral fin, but much shorter in older fishes.
Head shi el d sonewhat rugose; nedian fontanelle
groove on top of head deep and | ong, running from
a short distance behind tip of snout to supra-
occi pital process, which is striated and
granul ated and a little longer than broad, its
si de borders al nost parallel and straight. Teeth
on pal ate granular or nolar-like, formng two semi -
oval patches normally far behind premaxillary
teeth (distance about 1 to 2 tinmes the |ongest
di ameter of patch); size of patches may greatly
vary with age; in smaller fishes the devel oped

medi an fontanelle
and groove

- bony head shield

supra-occi pital process

A. nmacul atus

top of head



granul ar teeth on the patches are few and scattered, the patches being very small and far behind the
jaw. Dorsal and pectoral fins with a strong spine; adipose fin small

Col our: brown to blue above, sides grey and belly whitish with dusky spots, the whole with a
silvery sheen. Al fins black-tipped, pectoral and pelvic fins dusky above, adipose fin nmainly
bl acki sh.

premaxillary
t oot h band

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Q her Arius species: usual |y have nore than
one tooth patch on each side of palate; if only a
single patch (e.g. A venosus, A caelatus), then /
it lies close to premaxillary toothband.

pal atine

Osteogeni osus militaris: only maxillary A. thalassinus tooth patches A. macul atus

barbel s present, and these stiff, not flexible.
premaxillary

tooth band

O her catfishes: ei ther lack an adipose fin
(Chaci dae, dariidae, Heteropneustidae, Plotosidae),
| ack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), possess nasal
bar bel s (Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have
anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated
(Schil bei dae), or have the gill nenbranes free

fromisthrmus (Anblycipitidae). pal atine

A. caelatus tooth patches A. venosus

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 50 cm conmon: 20 to 40 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

East coast of India to |ndo-Australian
archi pel ago, but not Philippines or Australia.

Found in shore waters.

Feeds on invertebrates and snmall fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shore waters and | ower parts of rivers
subjected to tidal influence.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHING GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Ariidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ocean): 8 400 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 16 100 tons (Philippines: 11 400 tons;
Mal aysi a: 4 700 tons)

Caught mainly with set bag nets, banboo stake traps, also with hooks and |ines.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



ARIID Ari 3

1474
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: ARTI DAE

Arius sagor (Hamilton - Buchanan, 1822)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Tachysurus sagor (Hamilton - Buchanan, 1822)

o X

@
k’k

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAC En - Sagor catfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body el ongate, front half of body, particularly
head, nuch depressed, its hind half conpressed

Three pairs of barbels around mouth, paxillary premaxillary

barbel s reaching at least to mddl e of pectoral fins. tooth band
Upper profile of head sonewhat convex just in front
of dorsal fin, but then straight to the rather
short and round snout. Median fontanelle broad and
flat. Fbad'shleld rugose and very stronqu ' pal atine tooth
granul ated in both young and large adults; supra- at ches
occi pital process large, subcircular posteriorly, P
broader than |ong; basal plate before dorsal spine

A. sagor

distinctively large, butterfly-shaped. Teeth on
pal ate small and cortical in a transverse series of
pat ches arranged in one connected group or. each side




I onger than inner patches; inner patches separated by a very narrow
tips of spines with a filamentous el ongati on;

out er patches rounded and oval,
space. Dorsal and pectoral fins each with a spine,
adi pose fin of nedium size.

Col our: back and sides dark grey/blue, underside mlky white; usually silvery white or blue/
green cross-bands on back and si des. Al fins dusky black, only soft part of dorsal fin lighter.
Maxi | I ary barbels wholly bl ackish; outer half or tip of other barbels bl ackish.

DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS COF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Gt her Arius species: supra-occi pital process not
broadly rounded, basal plate in front of dorsal fin not
butterfly-shaped and teeth on the pal ate not conical.

bony head shield

Cst eogeni osus mlitaris: only maxillary barbels

present, and these stiff, not flexible. supr a- occi pi tal

process \,\‘

Gt her catfishes: either lack an adipose fin
(Chaci dae, O ariidae, Heteropneustidae, Pl otosidae),
| ack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), possess nasal :
bar bel s (Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have basal plate in _front
; . . ; of dorsal spine
anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated A | at
Schi | bei dae), or have the gill nenbranes free A sagor - fracutatus
( ) top of head

fromisthmus (Anblycipitidae).

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 45 cm conmon: 20 to 40 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coast s of

India to Indo-Australian

ar chi pel ago,

Found al ong the coastline,

but not New Gui nea or Australi a.

nmai nly around

river

estuari es.

Feeds mainly on invertebrates and snal |
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shore waters around estuaries and river

wat ers subjected to tidal influence.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

The total

reported catch of Ariidae in

Separate statistics are not
1972 was:

reported for this species.

area 57 (Eastern |ndian Qcean):
area 71 (Western Central Pacific):

8 400 tons (India only)
16 100 tons (Phili ppines:

Mal aysi a:

11 400 tons;
4 700 tons)
Caught mainly with set bag nets, shore seines and hooks.

Mar keted nostly fresh.



FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAMILY: AR | DAE

Arius thal assi nus (Ruppell,

1837)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Tachysurus thal assinus (Rippell, 1837)
Net uma t hal assi nus (Ruppel |, 1837)

VERNACULAR CHARACTERS

FAO ED - G ant catfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, robust; snout rather pointed
projecting clearly beyond | ower jaw. Dorsal profile
before dorsal fin nearly strai ght and sonewhat
steep. Three pairs of barbels around nouth. Head
shield weakly striated and granul ated, its surface
nearly snooth; supra-occipital process about. 11/2
tinmes longer than broad, its side borders al npst
paral l el and straight. Teeth on pal ate fine,
villiforn, in three groups on each side, arranged
in a large triangular patch, the base of which is
formed by two small anterior groups, while the
hind group is nuch | arger, extending backward,
Dorsal and pectoral fins short, with a spine at
front; adipose fin small.

ARIID Ari 4

1474

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

A. thal assi nus
top of head

bony head shield

«————Supra-occi pi tal process



Col our: dark red/brown to blue/grey above, brown/white, densely pignmented bel ow, the whole with
a bronze or silvery lustre; numerous narrow, parallel, transverse iridescent cross-bands correspondi ng
with lines of papillae. Dorsal, adipose, anal and caudal fins dark terminally, as also the upper
surface of pectoral and pelvic fins.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

premaxillary tooth band

All other Arius species: palate teeth
coarser, not forming a triangle of three rather
cl ose-set groups on each side.

Ost eogeniosus militaris: only maxillary
barbel s present, and these stiff, not flexible.

O her catfishes: ei ther lack an adipose fin
(Chacidae, dariidae, Heteropneustidae, Plotosidae),
lack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), PoOssess nasal
barbel s (Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have
anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated
(Schil bei dae), or have the gill nenbranes free
fromisthms (Anmblycipitidae).

A cael atus A thal assi nus
pal ati ne tooth patches

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 150 cm conmon: 25 to 70 cm

GECGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout western part of area except
sout hern coasts of Australi a.

A marine species often found in and around
estuaries, but apparently rarely entering streans
or rivers.

Feeds mminly on crustaceans, noll uscs,
other invertebrates and small fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters throughout the area down to
depths of 100 m

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORM OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Ariidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 8 400 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 16 100 tons (Philippines: 11 400 tons;
Mal aysia: 4 700 tons)

Caught mainly with bottom traws, banboo stake traps, hooks and |onglines.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh; also nmade into various kinds of dried products; air bladders are dried.



ARIID Ari 5

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: ARl | DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Arius venosus (Val enciennes, 1840)

SYNONYMs STILL I N USE: Tachysurus venosus (Val enci ennes, 1840)

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAG En - Veined catfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, dorsal profile sloping in a straight line to round snout. Three pairs of barbels
around mout h, the maxillary barbels extending beyond base of pectoral fins or nearly so. Head shield
al rost smooth; median fontanelle narrow and short, reaching to median keel of supra-occipital
process, which is slightly longer than broad, its side borders straight and slightly convergent.
Premaxillary toothband rather broad and slightly arched, 4 to 5 times |onger than broad; teeth on
palate fine,only one | arge sub-triangular group on each side, greatest |ength of each group about
equal to curved front base, outer edge concave, the inner convex; both groups separated from each
other and fromjaw teeth by a space about 1/3 the breadth of jaw band. Dorsal spine weak, its
osseous part shorter than head | ength but higher than depth; adipose fin of nmedium size.

Col our: dark grey/blue above, white below, all fins generally hyaline, unpaired fins darker
termnally, paired fins grey/black above, upper half of adipose fin spotted with bl ack.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

bony head shield

Arius cael atus: premaxillary toothband 8 to 10
times | onger than broad, occipital process about as
long as broad, head shield strongly rugose and
granul ated; also, a large black spot on adipose fin.

O her Ari us species: ei ther have granular to
mol ar-1ike teeth on palate or a different arrange-
ment of the tooth plates.

Csteogeniosus mlitaris: only maxillary

barbel s present, and these stiff, not flexible. A cael atus A. venosus
supra-occi pital process

Qther catfishes: either lack an adipose fin top of head

(Chaci dae, Cl ariidae, Heteropneustidae, Plotosidae),
lack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), possess nasal

bar bel s (Akysi dae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have
anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated

M"‘%.,,_
(Schi |l bei dae), or have the gill menbranes free

fromisthnus (Anblycipitidae).

premaxillary tooth
band

AN

A cael at us 7 A. venosus
Sl ZE: pal ati ne tooth patches
roof of nmouth

Maxi mum 30 cm common: 15 to 23 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

I ndo- Australian archipel ago, but not
Philippines or Australia; not found off coasts
of India.

Found in coastal waters throughout its
range.

Feeds nainly on invertebrates and snall
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Al ong coastlines down to depths of about
10 m

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORVB OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Ariidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 8 400 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 16 100 (Philippines: 11 400 tons;
Mal aysi a: 4 700 tons)
Mai nly caught with banboo stake traps and set bag nets.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



ARIID ost 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: ARl | DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Cst eogeni osus militaris (Linnaeus, 1758)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO  En - Soldier catfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, head strongly depressed. Only one pair of very stiff and bony barbels on upper
jaw (extensions of the maxillae), their tips reaching to or beyond base of pectoral fin. Head shield
smooth, wi thout granul ations or rugose striae; median fontanelle broad, not reaching base of supra-
occi pital bone which is narrow, nmore than twi ce |onger than broad. Teeth on pal ate obtusely conical,
in a longitudinal senm -oval patch on each side. Dorsal and pectoral fins with a strong spine at
front; adipose fin nediumsized.

Col our: top of head and back intense dark blue with silvery reflections, belly silvery white,

sparingly dotted with black. Fins greyish white, mnutely spotted with black, tips of dorsal and
adi pose fin dark bl ue.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:
Simlar ariid species: barbels present on lower jaw, and all barbels soft and flexible.

Qther catfishes: either |ack an adi pose fin (Chacidae, O ariidae, Heteropneustidae, Plotosidae),
lack a dorsal spine (Sisoridae), possess nasal barbels (Akysidae, Bagridae, Sisoridae), have
anterior and posterior nostrils w dely separated (Schil beidae), or have the gill menbranes free from
i sthmus (Ambl yci pitidae).

SI ZE:

Maxi num 35 cm common: 20 to 25 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Nort hwestern part of area, but not to
the Philippines, New Cuinea or Australia.

Found in turbid waters of the
shal | ower parts of the continental shelf.

Feeds nainly on bottomliving inverte-
brates and sonetines small fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters over soft bottons and in
estuaries to depths of 45 m

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Ariidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 8 400 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 16 100 tons (Philippines: 11 400 tons;
Mal aysi a: 4 700 tons)

Caught nminly with banboo stake traps, set bag nets, shore seines and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



ARI OM

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

ARl OW DAE

Driftfishes

Body sl ender or noderately deep, rounded to conpressed. Mouth small, jaw teeth minute; no
teeth on roof or floor of nouth; toothed pharyngeal sacs present. 2 distinct though scarcely
separated dorsal fins, the 1st with 11 to 12 long, slender spines, often folded into a groove;
| ongest dorsal spine twice the Iength of the |ongest 2nd dorsal fin ray; 14 or 15 soft rays
(rarely 13 or 16) in 2nd dorsal and anal fins. Pelvic fins thoracic, inserted bel ow pectoral
fins or behind. Caudal peduncle square in cross-section, its least depth less than 5% of standard
length, with 2 low fleshy |ateral keels on each side near caudal fin base. Scales cycloid (snooth),
thin, easily detached.

Col our: silvery fishes, often with a purple tinge.

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Nonei dae:  caudal peduncle conpressed, its |east depth nore than 5% of standard |ength and
wi thout lateral keels; wusually nore than 15 soft rays in 2nd dorsal and anal fins.

Amarsi pi dae:  pelvic fins jugular (lying under throat).

Cent r ol ophi dae, Tetragonuri dae: dorsal fin not, or hardly, divided into two parts, the
anterior part with less than 10 short spines.
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FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: AR OW DAE FISH NG AREAS 57,71
(E Ind. QCean)
(WGCent. Pacific)

Ariomma indica (Day, 1870)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Psenes Indians Day, 1870; Smth, 1949
Psenes extraneus Herre, 1948

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAO En - Indian driftfish

Fr -

Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body oval, rather conpressed. Top of head rounded,
wi t hout scal es, head covered by thick adi pose tissue.
Mouth snmal |, teeth mnute, their bases covered by a
menbrane. G| nenbranes not united to isthnus.

2 dorsal fins, scarcely separated, the first with
11 to 12 long and sl ender spines; a nedian groove
al ong belly for reception of folded pelvic fins.
Caudal peduncl e square in cross-section, with 2 | ow
fl eshy keel s on each side. Scales cycloid (snooth),
very thin and easily detached.

i st hnus

nmedi an
groove

M an N
under si de of head
Colour: silvery with purple tinge; fins greyish.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Panpus argenteus, P. chinensis: much deeper bodi ed, dorsal fin single

and no pelvic fins; dorsal and anal fins falcate anteriorly in P. argenteus.

Nonei d speci es: caudal peduncl e conpressed,

and wi thout fleshy keels; also,
anal fins.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum about 23 cm
comon: 12 to 17 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Coasts of India, Burna and | ndonesia
to Hong Kong, but not recorded from New
Qui nea or Australi a; al so, westward to
South Africa and northward to Japan.

Inhabits waters over nuddy bottons
of the continental shelf, down to about

100 m

Feeds mainly on bottomliving

ani mal s.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Traw i ng grounds, down to 100 to

120 m

not square in cross-section,
usual ly nore than 15 soft rays in dorsal

CATCHES, MNAI N FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not

reported for this species.

Caught nmainly with bottomtraw s.

A highly esteened food fish,

mar keted mainly fresh; also dried-salted.

click for next page
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