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BALI

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SH NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Qcean)
(WCent. Pacific)

BALI STI DAE

Fi l efishes, triggerfishes, |eatherjackets
(i ncluding Aluteridae and Monacant hi dae of aut hors)

Smal | or mediumsized fishes, usually less than 40 cmin length, with usually deep, conpressed
bodi es encased in a tough armour of -minute to moderate rough scales. Muth small, ternminal, teeth
not fused together. First (spinous) dorsal fin reduced to 1 to 3 spines, the first often capable
of being | ocked by the second. Pelvic fins absent or fused into a single rudinmentary spine or
shield-1ike plate. G 1l opening a small slit in front of pectoral fin base.

Colour: very variable, often with strikingly marked and vivid patterns.

Ist dorsal fin spine

o 3 dorsall f.i n spines
visible

gi || opening

pel vi c spi nes
a plate-like shield

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Tri odonti dae, Tetraodonti dae, Di odontidae, Molidae: have jaw teeth fused together into a
single or pair of beak-like plates.

Tri acaut hodi dae, Tri acant hi dae: pelvic fins always present (a long spine, sonetinmes with
a soft ray).

Gstraci odontidae: body encased in a box-like arnour and no spinous dorsal fin.
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Key to Genera

dorsal spines in

1 a. No fleshy barbel on |ower jaw. Monacant hus

2 a. Scales small or noderate but in regular
rows; all soft fin rays branched (sub-
fam |y Balistinae)

2nd Fig. 1

3 a. Caudal peduncl e deeper than wi de
(conpressed) ... Bal i stes (including
the genera Metichthys, Balistoides, Sufflanen,
Odonus and Canthiderm s - revision needed)

3 b. Caudal peduncle round in cross-
Section ....... ... Abal i stes

2 b. Scales small or mnute, not in regular @

rows; all soft fin rays unbranched

(subfami |y Monacant hi nae) Mbnacant hus

Fig. 2
4 a. First dorsal fin spine erectile,
| ocked by second spine (Fig. 1)

5 a. Plate-like pelvic fin spine
present; anal fin with less
than 40 fin rays \

6 a. Mouth term nal, snout

not elongated (Fig. 2)
.............. Monacant hus /ﬁ

6 b. Muth dorsal, snout Oxynonacant hus
el ongated (Fig. 3) Oxynopnacanthus

Fig. 3
5 b. Bony pelvic plate or spine
absent or nearly so; anal
fin with nore than 40 fin
rays
7 a. Dorsal fin spine over
eye centre (Fig. 4) Al utera /——\
N
7 b. Dorsal fin spine Al utera
on snout, in front
of eye (Fig. 5) Pseudal uteres Fig 4

4 b. First dorsal fin spine not
erectile; strong curved spines
on caudal peduncle (Fig. 6) Par at ut ari us

1 b. Barbel on chin, snout pointed, nouth dorsal

(Fig. 7); dorsal fin spine very feeble .... Psilocephal us Pseudal ut er es

— bar bel

Psi | ocephal us Fig. 7 Par at utari us
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Abal i stes stellaris

Al ut era nonocer os
Al utera scripta

Bal i st es acul eat us
Bal i stes brevi ssinus
Bal i stes bursa
Bal i stes capi stratus
Bal i stes chrysopterus
Bal i stes conspicillum
Bal i stes erythrodon
Bal i stes fl avi margi natus
Bal i stes fraenatus
Bal i stes fuscus
Bal i stes garnoti
Bal i stes jacksoni anus
Bal i stes radul a
Bal i stes rectangul us
Bal i stes rotundatus
Bal i stes ringens
Bal i st es undul at us
Bal i stes verrucosa
Bal i stes vetul a
Bal i stes vidua
Bal i stes viridescens
Bal i stes wittensis

BALI STI DAE

Fi shing Areas 57,71

List of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which ldentification Sheets are included)

BALI

BALI

Abal

Al ut

1

1

Monacant hus
Monacant hus
Monacant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus
Monocant hus

chi nensi s

chei r ocephal us
crypt odon
curt or hynchus
haj am
Macr ur us

nel anocephal us
nemat ophor us
nemur us

ni grol i neat us
ni tens
sandwi chi ensi s
scopas

sept entl assi ensi s
Spi nosi ssi nus
sul cat us

t or nent osus

Oxynmonacant hus longirostris

Pseudat ut eres nasicorni s

Par al utarius prionurus

Psi | ocephal us bar bat us
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(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: BALI STI DAE

Abal i stes stellaris (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)

FAMLY: Balistes stellatus Ginther, 1868

=
f
0 6 cm

VERNACULAR NANMES:

FAQ En - Starry triggerfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deep and conpressed, with leathery armour of scales in regular rotes. A small groove in
cheek covered with scales and sone enl arged scal es behind gill opening. Muth small,
First dorsal fin with 3 stout spines, the first being | ocked erect by

fin rays branched; upper and | ower |obes of caudal fin filanmentous in
its width greater

front of eye;
teeth not fused to forma beak.

the second; soft dorsal and anal
large adults; caudal peduncle alnost round in cross-section (sonetines depressed,

than its depth).

Col our: grey dashed with olive green; three |arge white blotches on back and nunerous snall
bl ue spots; belly white; 3 to 4 yellowlines fromnouth to pectoral fin base. Pectoral fins yellow
with a dark base; other fins banded with black, yellow and olive.



DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Bal i stes species (sensu lato): caudal peduncle laterally conpressed (oval in cross-section;
al nost round or wider than deep in B. stellaris).

O her balistid species: scales irregularly placed on body and soft fin rays not branched; al so,
a chin barbel present in Psilocephal us.

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 60 cm common: 30 to 40 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to northern coasts of Australia;
al so, westward to East Africa and northward

to Japan.

Shal | ow waters down to 90 m

Feeds on bottom fauna.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh; flesh resenbl es chicken.
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(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: BALI STI DAE

Al ut era nonocer os (Linnaeus, 1758)

SYNONYMS STI LL IN USE: Al ut eres nonoceros: msspelling

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Unicorn filefish
Fr -

Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deep and conpressed, with Leathery armour of small irregular scales. Muth small, teeth
not fused into a beak. First dorsal fin above eye centre, a single spine visible., the second spine
(m nute) hidden; soft dorsal and anal fin rays not branched, 46 to 50 and 47 to 52 fin rays
respectively; pelvic fins merely a flap of skin, but no bony plate or shield; caudal fin nuch shorter

than snout.

Col our: uniformlight grey, with scattering of dark brown dots on back; fins yellow.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:
Al utera scripta: caudal fin longer (longer than snout;

Balistes (sensu lato) and Abalistes species:

spi ne evident.

O her balistid species: fewer dorsal and anal

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 50 cm common: 30 to 40 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area, but not
to Australian coasts; also, westward to East
Africa and northward to South China Sea.

Coastal waters down to 50 m

Feeds on snmall ani mals.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with trap nets and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh; highly valued as food.

shorter than snout

in A noroceros).

regul ar scale rows on body and a second dorsal fin

fin rays (46 to 50 and 47 to 52 in A nonoceros).

click for next page




	OTHER VOLUMES
	COVER
	Authors and Collaborators
	Foreword

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE FAO PROGRAMME ON SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS FOR FISHERY PURPOSES
	INTRODUCTION TO THIS EDITION
	USER'S GUIDE
	BONY FISHES
	Technical Terms
	List Of Families Which Include Fishes Of Economic Interest
	Aid To Identification Of Fish Families Of Economic Interest
	Conspicuous Characters
	Picture Guide To Families


	A
	ARIIDAE
	Arius caelatus
	Arius maculatus
	Arius sagor
	Arius thalassinus
	Arius venosus
	Osteogeniosus militaris

	ARIOMMIDAE
	Ariomma indica


	B
	BALISTIDAE
	Abalistes stellaris
	Alutera monoceros

	BOTHIDAE
	Bothus pantherinus
	Engyprosopon grandisquamis
	Grammatobothus polyophthalmus
	Pseudorhombus arsius
	Pseudorhombus dupliciocellatus
	Pseudorhombus elevatus
	Pseudorhombus javanicus
	Pseudorhombus malayanus
	Pseudorhombus oligodon
	Pseudorhombus quinquocellatus


	C  (From CA to CL)
	CARANGIDAE
	Alectis indicus
	Alepes djeddaba
	Alepes melanoptera
	Atropus atropus
	Carangoides chrysophrys
	Carangoides ciliarius
	Carangoides equula
	Carangoides ferdau
	Carangoides malabaricus
	Caranx ignobilis
	Caranx melampygus
	Caranx sexfasciatus
	Caranx tille
	Decapterus macrosoma
	Deeapterus maruadsi
	Elagatis bipinnulatus
	Gnathanodon speciosus
	Megalaspis cordyla
	Scomberoides commersonianus
	Selar boops
	Selar crumenophthalmus
	Selaroides leptolepis
	Seriolina nigrofasciata
	Trachinotus blochii
	Ulua mentalis

	CENTROPOMIDAE
	Lates calcarifer

	CHANIDAE
	Chanos chanos

	CHIROCENTRIDAE
	Chirocentrus dorab
	Chirocentrus nudus

	CLUPEIDAE
	Anodontostoma Chacunda
	Dussumieria acuta
	Herklotsichthys punctatus
	Hilsa kelee
	Hilsa ilisha
	Hilsa macrura
	Hilsa toli
	Ilisha pristigastroides
	Ilisha elongata
	Ilisha melastoma
	Ilisha megaloptera
	Nematalosa nasus
	Opisthopterus tardoore
	Pellona ditchela
	Sardinella longiceps
	Sardinella melanura
	Sardinella brachysoma
	Sardinella albella
	Sardinella fimbriata
	Sardinella gibbosa
	Sardinella sirm
	Sardinella leiogaster
	Sardinops sagax neopilchardus





