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DREP

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

DREPANI DAE

Si ckl ef i shes
(placed by sonme authors, together with the Platacidae, in the fam |y Ephippi dae)

Body very deep and strongly conpressed; head short, with parabolic profile; scales absent in

front of eye and on preoperculum the latter with a denticulate |ower border. Muth very small,
termnal and protractile, formng a downward-pointing tube; teeth small and setiform Dorsal fin
with 8 to 10 spines (the 1st snmall, procunbent, visible only in young), the spinous part separated

fromthe soft part by a deep notch. Pectoral fins long, falcate; pelvic fins present; anal fin with 3
spi nes; hind margin of caudal fin rounded. Scal es of noderate size, finely ciliated, extending onto
dorsal and anal fins; lateral line strongly arched.

Col our: silvery grey above, silvery white below, wth dusky spots or grey vertical bars.




FAO Sheet s DREPANI DAE Fi shing Areas 57, 71

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA: dorsal spines —,

Ephi ppi dae: pectoral fins short, not
falcate; also, mbuth not protractile.

Pl at aci dae:  pectoral fins short, not
falcate; also, 5 to 9 spines in dorsal fin,
increasing in length posteriorly and not
separated fromsoft part of fin by a notch.

Stronmat ei dae (deep-bodi ed species):
no pelvic fins in adults and gill
nmenbranes broadly united to isthnus (gill
openings nere lateral slits).

Pl at aci dae

Scat ophagi dae: 4 anal fin spines and
pectoral fins small and rounded; also,

. il openin
snout profile concave. g P 9

ends here

St ronmt ei dae
(under si de)

Ephi ppi dae Scat ophagi dae
Key to Genera

Dr epane only

List of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which ldentification Sheets are included)

Drepane | ongi manna
Drepane punctat a DREP Drep 1



DREP Drep 1

1474
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: DREPAN DAE FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Drepane punctata (Linnaeus, 1758)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Chaet odon punctata Linnaeus, 1758

-

5 cm

VERNACULAR  NAMES:
FAQ En - Spotted sicklefish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Head and body deep, strongly conpressed. Muth protractile; teeth pointed, slender, crowded
together; fringe of 4 to 6 short cirri ventrally on lower jaw (absent in specinens 10 or nore inches in
total length. Dorsal fin with 8 to 9 spines and 19 to 22 soft rays; the 4th dorsal spine the |ongest;



anal fin with 3 spines and 17 to 19 soft rays; pectoral fins long and pointed, reaching to base of
caudal fin.

Colour: generally silvery with greenish tinge on upper half of body and a |arge orange spot just
above the base of the pectoral fin; 4 to 11 vertical bands of small black spots on upper half of body;
mar gi ns of dorsal, anal, caudal and pelvic fins greyish bl ack.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS COF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Dr epane tongi manna: 4 to 9 vertical grey bars
on upper half of sides, but no spots; also, 8 dorsal
fin spines (9 in D. punctata).

Ephi ppus speci es: pectoral fins short, not
falcate; mouth not protractile.

Scat ophagi dae: 4 anal fin spines, pectoral
fins small and rounded; also, head profile concave

above snout.

gi |l opening

Pl atax species: pectoral fins short, not ends here Scat ophagi dae

fal cate; spines of dorsal fin increasing in |ength
posteriorly; no notch between spinous and soft
parts of dorsal fin.

|

St romat ei dae

S| ZE:
(under si de)

Maxi mum 40 cm common: 25 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia);
al so, westward to East Africa.

Found in shall ow waters around coral
and rocky reefs.

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates and
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow wat ers, throughout its range.

CATCHES, NAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics for this species are reported only by Malaysia (1972: 400 tons).
Caught mainly with hand lines, traps and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh only.



ELOP

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

ELOPI DAE

Tenpounders, | adyfishes

El ongate, fusiformfishes with cylindrical bodies, resenbling the C upeidae (herrings) but
possessing a lateral Line and |acking scutes along belly. A single dorsal fin, with soft unbranched
rays, set at about m dpoint of body; anal fin origin a little behind |ast dorsal ray. Bony gular
pl ate between arns of |oner, jaw. Pseudobranch present (gill-like structure on inner face of gill
cover). Scales present, small; lateral line with about 100 scal es.

Col our: bl ue/green on back, flanks silvery.

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Chani dae: lack a gular plate and have a snall mbuth with very short upper jaw.

Clupeidae: lack a gular plate and lateral line; also, belly usually with a
sharp keel of scutes.

Megal opi dae: possess a gular plate but last dorsal fin ray filanentous and
scal es very | arge.

Al bul i dae: possess a gular plate but have a projecting snout and inferior
nmout h.

A

El ops nachnat a
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FAO Sheets ELOPI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

Key to Genera

El ops only

List of Species occurring in the Area
(Code numbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)

El ops nmaehnata (El ops hawai ensis probably a synonym ELOP Elop 1



FLOP Elop 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY.  ELCPI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

El ops machnata (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: El ops hawai ensis: Weber & de Beaufort, 1913
El ops saurus: misidentification

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAG En - Tenpounder
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

El ongat e, fusiform body, sub-cylindrical, with snmooth unkeel ed belly. Single dorsal fin, with the
unbranched rays soft, set near mdpoint of body; pelvic fin base bel ow m ddl e of dorsal fin base;
anal fin origin well behind |ast dorsal ray. Upper jaw long, tip of maxilla reaching well beyond
eye; lower jaw projecting slightly. Gular plate present between arns of |ower, jaws. Branchiostegal
rays 25 to 35. Pseudobranch present (gill-like structure on inner face of gill cover). Scal es
present, small; lateral line with about 100 scal es.

Col our: back blue/green, flanks silvery.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS CF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA: gul ar

El ops saurus: not found in Indo-Pacific region. plate

Speci es of O upei dae and Engraul i dae: lateral line and gular plate
absent; scutes along belly in npbst species.

Megal ops cypri noi des: a filanentous | ast dorsal ray and nuch bigger
scales (not nore than 40 in lateral line; about 100 in El ops nachnata).

Chanos chanos: a smal|l sub-terminal mouth and no gul ar plate. El ops machnat a



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 90 cm common: 50 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON' AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout whol e northern part of area
and southward to tropical waters of
Austral i a; al so, westward to East Africa
and eastward possibly to Hawaii (as
E. hawai ensis).

I nhabits coastal waters; pelagic.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught throughout its range.

t

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHING GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Cat ches probably small but perhaps locally inportant.

this species.

Caught with gill nets and by trolling.

Mar ket ed mainly fresh; also dried-salted.

Separate statistics are not

reported for
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