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ENGR Stol 4
1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

St ol ephorus tri (Bl eeker, 1852)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Anchoviella tri: Fow er, 1941
St ol ephorus baganensi s baganensi s Hardenberg, 1933

o

NN

3 cm

VERNACULAR NAMVES:

FAG En - Spined anchovy
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform sonewhat conpressed; belly with 5 to 7 needle-
l'ike scutes between pectoral and pelvic fin bases, and a spine on
pel vic scute between fin bases; a small spine also present just
before dorsal fin; snout projecting, bluntly pointed; naxilla

tip pointed, reaching to gill opening; isthnus reaching to hind
border of gill nmenbrane. Anal fin origin below dorsal base;
lower gill rakers 23 to 27.

Col our: pal e cream when scales lost; bright silver TR
stripe along flanks. pre-pelvic scutes 55 gpine on
S, tri pelvic scute

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS COF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

St ol ephorus macrops: no spine on pelvic scute; hind
border of pre-operculumindented near maxilla tip
(evenly rounded in S. tri).

pr eoper cul um i ndent ed pr eoper cul um r ounded
S. macrops S tri



hi nd bor der

O her Stol ephorus species: no spine before dorsal fin ) of
and snal| spine on pelvic scute; also, isthnus not reaching gill menbrane
to hind border of gill menbrane in S. heterolobus, S. buccaneers.
Engraulis: maxilla tip blunt and no scutes al ong belly. ur ohyal
o . S plate
Thrissina: scutes also present behind pelvic fins (but
not i nmediately in front of pectoral fins).
Thryssa: scutes present along entire belly, fromisthmnus i sthnus
to anal fin origin.
Lycothrissa: canine teeth present in jaws.
Sl ZE:
Maxi mum 12 cm comon: 9 to 10 cm head vi ewed from bel ow
S tri S. buccaneers

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout nost of area, but not
reported from South China Sea or

Australi a.

A coastal pel agi c speci es.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sns,
especi al | y zoopl ankt on.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MNAI N FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)

area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300
tons)

Caught with purse seines, lift nets or banboo-stake trape, often using light; also incidentally
with bottomtraw s.

Marketed fresh, dried, dried-salted or made into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.



ENGR Stol 5

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WcCent. Pacific)

Stol ephorus indicus (van Hasselt, 1823)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Anchoviella indica: Fower, 1941

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAC En - Indian anchovy
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

fontanel | es

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform nearly cylindrical; belly rounded,
with 4 to 5 needle-like scutes between pectoral and pelvic
fin bases. Snout prominent, rather pointed; maxilla tip
poi nted, projecting beyond anterior border of pre-operculum
posterior border of pre-operculum evenly rounded near
maxilla tip; isthnus reaching to hind border of gill
nmenbrane. Posterior frontal fontanelles narrow, with
straight borders. Anal fin origin below dorsal fin

base. Lower gill rakers 21 to 27. o . :
head vi ewed from above
Col our: pal e cream when scal es | ost; bright S. batavi ensi s S. conmersoni i
silver stripe along flanks. S. indicus S. chinensis

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CI LARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

St ol ephorus commersonii, S. chinensis, S. bataviensis:
maxilla | onger, reaching beyond posterior border of pre-
oper cul um al so, posterior frontal fontanelles broad and
with signmoid outer margins (but narrow and strai ght-sided
in S. bataviensis).

Ve

St ol ephorus tri: presence of a spine before dorsal pre-pelvic scutes spi ne on
fin and a spine on pelvic scute. S, tri pel vic scute



St ol ephorus nmacrops, S. andhraensis, Species C

of Ronquillo: hind border of preopercul umindented
near mexilla tip.

O her Stol ephorus species: isthnmus not reaching

to hind border of gill nenbrane, |eaving exposed a )
smal | (white or silver) dianond-shaped urohyal plate preoper cul um i ndented  preopercul um rounded
(easily visible without Iens). S. macrops S. indicus

Engraulis: maxilla tip blunt and no scutes

hi nd bor der
al ong belly.

of
gill nenbr ane\.‘

Thrissina: scutes also present behind pelvic
fins (but not imrediately in front of pectoral fins).

"W_ S

Thryssa: scutes present along entire body,

ur ohyal — :0
fromisthnus to anal fin origin. plate ; g‘ %
Y

Lycot hri ssa: canine teeth present in jaws. i st hnus —

N Ll N
Yt

Maxi mum 17 cm  common: 14 cm head vi ewed from bel ow

S. indicus S. Buccaneeri, etc.

SI ZE:

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON' AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area, and southward to Queensl and
(Australia); also, westward to East

Africa and eastward to Sanpa.

A coastal pel agi c speci es.

Feeds on pl ankt on organi sns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON\:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific):

33 500 tons (Mal aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300

tons)

Caught with purse seines, |ift nets, traps and beach seines; also incidentally with bottom traws

Mar ket ed fresh, dried, dried-salted or

made into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.
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1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

St ol ephorus conmersonii Lacepéde, 1803

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Anchovi el l a comrersonii: Fow er, 1941

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Commrerson's anchovy
Fr -
Sp -
fontanel |l es
NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body. fusiform nearly cylindrical; belly rounded, with
3 to 4 (rarely 5) needl e-Li ke scutes between pectoral and
pelvic fin bases. Snout prom nent, rather pointed; maxill a

long, its tip pointed and projecting to or beyond posterior
border of pre-opercul um posterior border of pre-opercul um
evenly rounded near nmaxilla tip;isthnmus reaching to hind

border of gill nmenbrane. Posterior frontal fontanelles
broad, with signoid outer borders. Anal fin origin below .
dorsal fin base. Lower gill rakers nore than 21. head viewed from above N
S. bataviensis S. corrvnerscntii
Colour: pale creamwhen scales lost; bright silver S.indicus

stripe along flank.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

St ol ephorus chinensis: 5 to 6 (usually 6) scutes between

pectoral and pelvic fin bases (3 to 4, rarely 5in S. comersonii). pel vi c

%ﬂfi ns
pre-pelvic scutes -

St ol ephorus tri: presence of a spine before dorsal fin S tri ' spine on
and a spine on pelvic scute. ’ pel vic scute

St ol ephorus bataviensis, S. indicus:narrow posterior
frontal fontanelles with the outer borders straight; maxilla
not reaching to posterior nmargin of pre-operculumin S.indicus.




St ol ephorus nmacrops, S. andhraensis, Species C
of Ronquill o: hi nd border of preopercul umindented
near mexilla tip.

O her Stol ephorus speci es: i sthnus not reaching
to hind border of gill nenbrane, |eaving exposed a
smal | (white or silver) dianond-shaped urohyal plate pr eoper cul um i ndent ed pr eoper cul um r ounded
(easily visible without |ens). S. macrops S.  commersonii
Engraulis: nmexilla tip blunt and no scutes )
al ong bel I y. hi nd bor der
of
Thrissina: scutes al so present behind pelvic gill nenbrane

fins (but not inmediately in front of pectoral fins).

ur ohyal

Thryssa: scutes present along entire body,
pl ate

fromisthnus to anal fin origin.

Lycothrissa: canine teeth present in jaws. i st hmus

Sl ZE: head vi ewed from bel ow

Maxi nmum 15 cm  conmon: about 12 cm S. buccarteeri S. comrersoni i

GECGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area, but not to Hong Kong; southward
possi bly to Queensland (Australia); also,
westward to East Africa.

A coastal pel agic species.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sms.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)

area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300 tons
tons)

Caught by purse seines, beach seines, banboo-stake traps, often using light; also incidentally
with bottomtraw s.

Marketed fresh, dried, dried-salted or nade into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.



FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: ENGRAULI DAE

Thrissi na bael ana (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Engraul i s bael ana: Wber & de Beaufort,
Thri ssocl es bael ama: Fow er, 1941

1913

ENGR Thris 1

1974

FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Bael ama anchovy
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform a little conpressed; belly rounded, with 5 to 7
barely keel ed scutes between pectoral and pelvic fin base and 8 to
10 slightly sharper scutes behind pelvic fin base; occasionally,

a single plate-like scute at isthnus; a small blunt spine before
dorsal fin origin. Snout prominent, a little pointed; maxilla
tip pointed and projecting just beyond articulation of |ower jaw,

i sthmus reaching to hind border of gill nenmbrane. Anal fin origin
alittle behind last dorsal fin ray; 27 to 33 anal fin rays

Lower gill raisers 20 to 23.

Colour:  back dart. blue or brown, flanks silvery; no silver
| ateral stripe.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

St ol ephorus: no scutes behind pelvic fin base.

Thryssa: keel ed scutes along entire belly fromisthrmus to anal
fin origin.

cm

hi nd bor der
of
gill menbrane

i sthmus —

T. bael ama
head vi ewed
from bel ow



Enngraul i a:

Lycot hri ssa:

S| ZE:

Maxi mum

GEOGRAPHI CAL

Thr oughout

15 cm

no abdom nal

canine teeth present

conmon:

scutes.

injaws.

10 to 12 cm

DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

nost of area, northward

but not

recorded from Australian

to Anoy,

coasts; also, westward to East Africa.

A coastal pel agi c speci es.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS CF UTI LI ZATI ON:

in 1972

catch of

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total Engr aul i dae

12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons;
33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons;

I ndia: 12 700 tons)
Phi I'i ppi nes: 33 300
tons)

area 57 (Eastern |ndian Ccean):
area 71 (Western Central Pacific):

Caught with purse seines, beach seines, and banboo-stake traps, often using light; also

incidentally with bottomtraw s.
fish sauce or fish balls.

Mar ket ed fresh, dried, dried-salted or made into fish neal,



ENGR Thrys 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. QCcean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Thryssa nystax (Schneider, 1801)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Engraulis nystax: \Weber & de Beaufort, 1913
Thri ssocl es nyst ax: Fow er, 1941

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO  En - Moustached thryssa
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform fairly strongly conpressed; belly keeled, with 16 to 19 scutes in front of
pelvic fin base, and 9 to 11 scutes behind; a small, sharp spine before dorsal fin origin. Snout
prom nent, bluntly rounded; maxilla long, its tip pointed and reaching to or beyond base of first
pectoral ray; mouth not strongly oblique; lower gill rakers 14 to 17, inner edges of rakers with
smal | serrae not forming distinct clunps. Dorsal fin with 13 to 16 rays, anal fin with 35 to 41

rays.

Col our: back brown or blue, flanks silvery; dark venul ose area at shoulder; gill cavity
l'ight orange in life.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Thryssa purava: mout h strongly oblique, 43 to 49 anal fin
rays (35 to 41 in T. nystax) and 14 to 17 scutes before pelvic

fins (16 to 19 in T. nyst ax) .

Thryssa dussumieri, T. vitrirostris: serrae on the inner
face of the gill rakers formng distinct clunps; maxilla reaching : !
more than half way along pectoral fins in T. dussumeri. ;
gill rakers
showi ng form of serrae
T. nystax T. vitrirostris




Thryssa hamltonii, T. nalabarica, T. kanmmul ensis: maxilla shorter, not reaching to pectoral
fin base.

Thryssa setirostris: maxilla very long, reaching beyond tips of pelvic fins.
Thrissina: no scutes immedi ately before pectoral fin base.

Setipinna: 1st pectoral fin ray filanentous.

Lycothrissa: canine teeth present in jaws.

Papuengraul i s: strongly keel ed scutes present only before pectoral fin base.

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 20 cm common: about 17 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout nobst of area, northward
to Amoy, and southward to Queensl and
(Australia).

A coastal pel agi c species.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sms.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300

tons)

Caught with beach seines, purse seines and banboo-stake traps, often using light; also
incidentally with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, dried, dried-salted or nade into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.



ENGR Thrys 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: ENGRAUL| DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Thryssa vitrirostris (G lchrist & Thonpson, 1908)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Thrissocles vitirostris: Fower, 1941

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAQ  En - Orangenouth thryssa
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform fairly strongly conpressed; belly keeled, with 16 to 19 scutes in front of

pelvic fin base, and 9 to 12 scutes behind; a small, sharp spine before dorsal fin origin. Snout
prom nent, bluntly rounded; maxilla long, its tip pointed and reaching to base of 1st pectoral fin
ray; nmouth not strongly oblique; lower gill rakers 20 to 24, inner edges of rakers with snall serrae

form ng distinct clunps.

Col our: back brown or blue, flanks silvery; dark venul ose area at shoulder; gill cavity
bright orange in life.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

even cl unped

| enght s

Thryssa dussumieri: maxilla |onger, reaching 1/2 to 7/8 al ong
pectoral fin.

Thryssa nystax, T. purava: only 14 to 19 gill rakers (20 to
24 in T. vitrirostris); serrae not clunmped al ong the inner edge
of each raker.

gill rakers
showi ng form of serrae
T. nystax T. vitrirostris



Thryssa hamiltonii, T. nalabarrica, T. kariunalensis: maxilla shorter, not reaching to base of
1st pectoral fin ray.

Thryssa setirostris: nmaxilla very |long, reaching beyond tips of pelvic fins.
Thrissina: no scutes inmediately before pectoral fin base

Seti pi nna: 1st pectoral fin ray filamentous

Lycot hri ssa: canine teeth present in jaws.

Papuengraul is: scutes strongly keeled only before pectoral fin base

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 21 cm conmon: 14 to 15 ¢

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR

Coasts of India; also found westward
to East African coasts

A coastal pel agi c speci es.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sms.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300

t ons)

Caught mainly with purse seines, beach seines, banboo-stake traps and lift nets

Mar ket ed fresh, dried, dried-salted or nmade into fish nmeal, fish sauce or fish balls



ENGR Thrys 3

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Thryssa setirostris (Broussonet, 1782)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Thrissocles setirostris: Fower, 1941

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAG En - Longjaw thryssa
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body fusiform fairly strongly conpressed; belly keeled, with 16 to 18 scutes in front of

pelvic fin base, and 8 to 9 behind; a small, sharp spine before dorsal fin origin. Snout bluntly
rounded; maxilla very long, reaching beyond tip of pectoral fin, often to anal fin origin; |ower
jaw not slender but rising steeply in nouth; lower gill rakers 11 to 12.

Col our: back brown or blue, flanks silvery; faint venul ose area at shoul der.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Ot her Thryssa species, Thrissina, Setipinna, Lycot hri ssa, Papuengraulis: nmaxilla much shorter,
at nost not reaching beyond pectoral fin tip; |ower jaw slender, not rising steeply in nouth. Al so,
Setipinna has a pectoral filament and Lycothrissa has cani ne teeth.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 18 cm common: 13 to 15 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nobst of area, southward to
North Queensl and (Australia), northward to

Anpy; al so westward to East Africa.
A pel agi c speci es.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range

CATCHES, MAIN FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NClI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300
t ons)

Caught with purse seines, beach seines, |ift nets and traps

Marketed fresh, dried, dried-salted or made into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.



ENGR Thrys 4

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Thryssa hamiltonii (Gay, 1835)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Thrissocles hamltonii: Fow er, 1941

0 5 cm

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAG En - Hamilton's thryssa
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fusiform fairly strongly conpressed; belly keeled, with 17 scutes in front of pelvic fin
base and 10 to 11 scutes behind; a small, sharp spine before dorsal fin origin. Snout prom nent,
bluntly rounded; nmaxilla reaching only a little beyond gill opening, not to pectoral fin base;
mout h not strongly oblique; lower gill rakers 12 to 14. Anal fin rays 38 to 43.

Col our: back brown or blue, flanks silvery; dark venul ose area on shoul der.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
Thryssa nualabarica, T. kammalensis: 16 to 29 lower gill rakers (12 to 14 in T. hanmiltonii).
Ot her Thryssa species: nmaxilla | onger, reaching at |east to base of 1st pectoral fin ray.
Thryssina: no scutes inmmediately before pectoral fin base.
Seti pinna: 1st pectoral fin ray filamentous.

lycothrissa: canine teeth present in jaws.

Papuengraul is: strongly keel ed scutes present only before pectoral fin base.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 20 cm conmon: about 17 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of area, southward to
North Queensl and (Australia).

A pel agi c species, occurring in |arge
shoal s.

Feeds on pl ankton organi sns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI'N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Philippines: 33 300
tons)

Caught with purse seines, beach seines and banboo-stake traps.

Marketed fresh, dried, dried-salted or made into fish neal, fish sauce or fish balls.
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FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY:  ENGRAULI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Thryssa nal abarica (Bl och, 1795)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Thrissocles mal abarica: Fow er, 1941
Thrissocles scratchleyi: (Ransey & Ogil by, 1886)

VERNACULAR NAVI ES:
FAC En - Mal abar thryssa
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:
Body fusiform fairly strongly conpressed; belly keeled, with 15 to 17 scutes in front of
pelvic fin base, and 9 to 10 scutes behind; a small, sharp spine before dorsal fin origin. Snout

fairly promnent, bluntly pointed; maxilla reaching only a little beyond gill opening, not to

pectoral fin base; nouth not strongly oblique; |lower gill rakers 16 to 20. Anal fin rays 38
to 43.

Col our: back brown or blue, flanks silvery; dark venul ose area on shoul der.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Thryssa kamual ensis: 27 to 29 lower gill rakers (16 to 20 in T. malabarica); only 34 rays
in anal fin (38 to 43 in T. mal abarica).

Thryssa hamiltonii: only 12 to 14 lower gill rakers (16 to 20 in T. nml abarica).



O her Thryssa species: maxilla longer, reaching at |least to base of 1lst pectoral fin ray.
Thrissina: no scutes inmedi ately before pectoral fin base.

Setipinna: |st pectoral fin ray filanmentous.

Lycothrissa: canine teeth present in jaws.

Papuengraulis: strongly keel ed scutes present only before pectoral fin base.

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 35 cm (as T. scratchleyi),
20 cm (as T. nmmlabarica);
comon: about 17 cm

CEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRIBUTION  AND BEHAVI OUR:

Paki stan to Indian coasts, and (as
T. scratchleyi) New Cuinea.

I nhabits coastal waters and estuaries.

PRESENT  FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRINCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not. reported for this species. The total catch of Engraulidae in 1972
was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 12 800 tons (Australia: 100 tons; India: 12 700 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 33 500 tons (Ml aysia: 200 tons; Phi | i ppi nes: 33 300
tons)

Caught wi th beach seines, banboo-stake traps, and possibly with gill nets; also incidentally
with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, dried, dried-salted or nmade into fish neal, fish sauce and fish balls.



EPHI P

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(F I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

EPHI PPl DAE

Spadefi shes
(Some authors place in this famly the Drepani dae and Pl at aci dae)

Body deep, alnost circular, and strongly conpressed; head fairly short with steep upper profile;
scal es dense but irregular on head, but absent on part of opercul um and near nouth; nouth very small,
terminal but not protractile; teeth small and setiform Dorsal fin with 10 spines (the 1st forward
pointing and visible only in the young), the spinous part separated fromthe soft part by a deep notch;
pectoral fins small, rounded; pelvic fins present; anal fin with 3 spines; caudal fin sonmewhat
emar gi nat e, Scal es of npderate size, snmooth; lateral line angularly arched.

Colour: 4 to 5 vertical black bands on body fromdorsal fins alnost to belly; margins of soft
dorsal, pelvic, anal and caudal fins dusky bl ack.
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EPHI PPl DAE

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Dr epani dae: pectoral fins long and flacate

and nmouth protractile
poi nting tube; also,

Pl at aci dae: spines in dorsal fin
increasing in length posteriorly and not
separated fromsoft part of fin by a notch.

Stronat ei dae (deep-bodi ed species): no

pelvic fins in adults

nmere lateral slits).

broadly united to isthmus (gill openings o
i

Scat ophagi dae: 4

and snout profile concave.

Scat ophagi dae

Ephi ppus orbis

dorsal fin spines shorter.

form ng a downwar d-

and gill menbranes

|
anal fin spines
n

St romat ei dae

4 spi nes

Dr epani dae

Key to Genera

Ephi ppus only

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species

for which ldentification Sheets are included)

EPH P Ephip 1

Fi shing Areas 57,71

i st hmus

gi |l opening
ends here

Pl at aci dae
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1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: EPHI PPI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Ephi ppus orbis (Bl och, 1787)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Chaet odon orbis Bloch, 1787

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAQ  En - Spadefish
Fr -
Sp -
NATI ONAL:
DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deep, nearly circular, strongly conpressed, not angular at dorsal and anal fin origins.
Mouth small, terminal, not protactile; teeeth in bands, setiform none on palate. Opercul um covered
with scales alnost to its ventral edge. First dorsal fin with 1 forward-pointing spine (visible only



in young specinmens) and 9 normal spines and 19 to 20 soft
pectoral fins short and rounded, anal fin with 3 spines and 15 to 16 soft

Colour: 4 to 5 vertical black bands on body from dorsal
dorsal, pelvic, anal and caudal fins dusky bl ack.

DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA

Dr epane speci es: pectoral fins long, falcate;

nouth protractile, form ng a downward-directed
tube; also, dorsal fin spines shorter.

Pl at ax speci es: spines of dorsal fin
increasing in length posteriorly; no notch
bet ween spi nous and soft parts of dorsal fin.

Panpus speci es: no pelvic fins in adults

and gill menbranes broadly united to isthnus
(gill openings nmere lateral slits).
Scat ophagus speci es: 4 anal spines;

al so, head profile concave above snout.

Pl at ax

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 25 cm comon: 15 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Throughout northern part of area and
southward to tropical coasts of Australia;
al so, westward to East Africa.

Found in shall ow water at depths of
10 to 30 m

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates and
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

Panpus

rays, the 4th dorsal

rays.

spi ne | ongest;

fins alnmost to belly; margins of soft

Dr epane

i st hmus

gill opening
ends here

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s and traps.

Mar ket ed fresh and dried-salted.

click for next page
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