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1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E Ind. ocean)
(WCent. Pacific)

MURAENESCOC!I DAE

Pi ke- conger s

Eel -1i ke fishes, cylindrical in front, conpressed towards tail. Large nouth with upper jaw
extendi ng wel | behind eye. Fangs (large canine teeth) on vonmer (a nedian tooth-bearing bone on roof
of nouth) and at front of l[ower jaw, tongue not free fromfloor of mouth. G 11 openings |arge,
separate and pl aced | ow on body. Pectoral fins present; dorsal and anal fins long, continuous with

caudal fin; pelvic fins absent. Anus well behind pectoral fin and sonewhat before nidpoint of body.
No scal es.

Col our: grey, yellow or white, sonetinmes al nost black on back.
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SI'M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
Mur aeni dae: | ack pectoral fins.
Dysonmni dae: anus bel ow the pectoral fin (well behind in Miraenesocidae).

Al'l other eel fanilies: lack |arge canine teeth on voner.



FAO Sheet s MURAENESCOCI DAE

Key to CGenera

| a. Distinct bulge at bases of canine teeth on mddle

part of VOMBI . ........ ... Mur aenesox
1 b. Canine teeth on voner conical, or if flattened,
then not bulging at bases ........................ Congr esox

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)

Congresox tal abon MJURSCC Consox 1 Mir aenesox bagi o
Congr esox tal abonoi des MJURSOC Consox 2 Mur aenesox ci ner eus

Fi shing Areas 57,71

MURSOC Mursox 1
MURSOC Mur sox 2



KURSOC Consox 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: MURAENESCCI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Congr esox tal abon (Cuvier, 1829)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Mur aenesox tal abon (Cuvier, 1829)
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VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAO En - Yellow pike-conger
Fr -
Sp -
NATI ONAL:
DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:
Eel - shaped fish w thout scales. Mout h | arge, upper jaw ending well behind eye. Quter tooth
rowin |ower jaw |l eaning outward; middle canines on voner (roof of nouth) conical (needle-like,
not bl ade- shaped). Dorsal and anal fins joined to caudal fin; pectoral fins well devel oped,

their length about 3 times in, length of head.

Col our: head and body yel | ow.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Congr esox tal abonoi des: pectoral fins shorter (length at least 4 times in, |ength of head,
about 3 times in C. talabon).

Mir aenesox cinereus, M bagio: outer tooth rowin |ower jaw pointing straight upward and
body greyish; also, mddle canines on voner with distinct basal |obes (blade-shaped, not needl e-
l'ike).

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 200 cm
conmon: about 150 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coasts of India eastward to Cel ebes,
the Philippines, and South China Sea.

Li ves over soft bottons down to about
100 m also in estuaries.

Feeds mainly on bottomliving fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in coastal waters, nostly at depths around 50 m throhghout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI O\
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with longlines at night.

Mar ket ed fresh; predominantly used for fish balls.



FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: MURAENESCC! DAE

Congresox tal abonoi des (Bl eeker, 1853)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Miraenesox tal abonoi des (Bl eeker, 1853)
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VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAO  En - Indian pike-conger
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

MURSOC Consox 2

1974

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Eel - shaped fish without scales. Quter tooth rowin |ower jaw |eaning outward; mniddle canines
on voner conical (needle-like, not blade-shaped). Dorsal and anal fins joined to caudal fin;

pectoral fins well developed, their length at least 4 tinmes in length of head.

Col our: head and body yel | ow.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Congr esox tal abon: pectoral fins |longer (length about 3 tinmes in length of head; at |east

4 times in C.tal abonoi des).

Mir aenesox ci nereus, M bagi o:
body greyish; also, mddle canines on voner with distinct basal |obes (bl ade-shaped, not needl e-

like).

outer tooth row in |lower jaw pointing straight upward and



S| ZE:

Maxi mum 200 cm common: 150 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coasts of India to Indonesia and
Bor neo, and off Hong Kong.

Li ves over soft bottons down to about
100 m also in estuaries.

Feeds mainly on bottomliving fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

550§

Caught

in coastal waters,

nostly at depths around 50 m throughout

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with longlines at night.

Mar ket ed fresh; predominantly used for fish balls.

its range.



MURSOC Mursox 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Mur aenesox bagi o (Hami | t on- Buchanan, 1822)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Mur aenesox yamaguchi ensi s Katayama & Takai, 1954

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG  En - Common pi ke-conger
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Eel - shaped fish without scales. Posterior nostril only a little closer to eye than to anterior
nostril; snout long; eye 3 tinmes in length of snout. Muth large, maxillary ending well behind
eye; outer tooth rowin |lower jaw pointing straight upward; mddle canines on vonmer wth distinct
basal | obes, their bases sonmetinmes in contact. Dorsal and anal fins joined to caudal fin; pectoral
fins well developed; 35 to 38 pores in lateral line fromhead to above anus.

Col our: head and body greyi sh.

DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Mur aenesox cinereus: 39 to 47 pores in lateral line fromhead to above anus (35 to 38 in
M bagio); also, posterior nostril nuch nearer to eye than to anterior nostril, and eye 2.0 to
2.5 tinmes in length of snout.

Congr esox tal abon, C. tal abonoi des: outer tooth row in |lower jaw | eaning outward and yel | ow
in colour. M ddl e cani nes on voner needl e-li ke, not bl ade-shaped.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 200 cm
conmon: about 150 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area and southward well down the coasts
of Australia but not reaching the southern
coasts; al so, westward to East Africa and
eastward to Sanpa.

Li ves over soft bottons down to about
100 m also in estuaries.

Feeds nminly on bottomliving fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

5598

Caught in coastal waters, nostly at depths of 50 to 75 m throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with longlines at night.

Marketed fresh; predominantly used for fish balls.



FAM LY:  MJRAENESOCI DAE

MURSCC Mur sox 2

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

(E
(W

Mur aenesox ci nereus (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Miraenesox arabicus (Schneider, 1801)

VERNACULAR NANES:

FAC En
Fr
Sp

NATI ONAL:

- Daggertooth pike-Conger

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

1974

FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71

I nd. Ccean)
Cent. Pacific)

Eel - shaped fish w thout scales. Posterior nostril nuch nearer to eye than to anterior nostril.
Snout short; eye 2.0 to 2.5 tines in length of snout. Muth | arge, upper jaw ending well behind
eye. Quter tooth row in lower jaw pointing straight upward; m ddl e canines on voner (
i stinct basal |obes, their bases nobre or less in contact. Dorsal and anal fins

mouth) with d

roof of

joined to caudal fin; pectoral fins well developed; 39 to 47 pores in lateral |ine from head
to above anus.
Col our: head and body nornally quite dark to grey/bl ack.
DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:
Miur aenesox bagio: 35 to 38 pores in lateral line fromhead to above anus (39 to 47 in
M cinereus); also, posterior nostril only a little closer to eye than to anterior nostril, and

eye 3 times i

Congr eso
yel l ow; al so,

n length of snout.

x tal abon, C. tal abonoides: outer tooth rowin |ower jaw | eaning outward,
m ddl e cani nes on voner needle-like, not bl ade-shaped.

and body




Sl ZE:

Maxi mum
conmon:

about 200 cm
about 150 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coasts of India, Burma and Ml aysi a
northward to Hong Kong (not | ndonesia,
New Gui nea or Australia).

Li ves over soft bottons down to about
100 m also in estuaries.

Feeds nainly on bottomliving fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in coastal waters, nostly at depths around 50 m throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics for this species are reported by Ml aysia only (1972: 1 300 tons).

Caught mainly with longlines at night.

Marketed fresh;  predoninantly used for fish balls.
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