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SPARI D

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

SPARI DAE

Seabr eans, porgies

Body obl ong, usually deep and nore or |ess conpressed, head | arge

often with steep upper profile; snout scaleless. Muth small, upper

jaw not reaching beyond eye centre; hind tip of premaxilla overlaps

maxilla. Jaw teeth usually differentiated into conical, incisor-Ilike

or canine teeth in front and rounded, nolar-like teeth behind; palate ZLY
usual |y toothl ess. Suborbital area scaleless, with hind nmargin not vy
serrated. Posterior nostril the larger. Preopercul um scal ed, without i nci sor -

spines or serrations on margin. Dorsal fin single, with 10 to 13 stout l'ike tﬁfth g%

spines and 10 to 15 soft rays, last spines and first rays usually of
about same length, anterior spines sonetinmes elongate or filamentous
pectoral fins long and pointed; pelvic fins below or just behind pec-

toral fin base, with 1 spine and 5 soft rays, axillary scal es present; \

anal fin with 3 spines and 8 to 12 rays, the spines, especially the 2nd, nol ar teeth
often stout; caudal fin emarginate or forked. Scales cycloid (snooth)

or weakly ctenoid (rough to touch); a single, continuous lateral line.

Col our: overall colour very variable, fromsilvery to reddish to

al most bl ack; bright patterns not usually found, although sonme species
have vertical bars on body, especially when young, and others have /f
smal | spots al ong each scale row or small bright blue spots scattered coni ca

teeth
on upper sides. \

" nolar teeth

suborbital area
(scal el ess)

pr eoper cul um

(scal ed) axillary scale



FAO Sheet s SPARI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pent apodi dae: maxilla not overlapped by hind tip
of premaxilla; also, nolar teeth only in Mnotaxis

Serrani dae: similar species lack pelvic axillary

maxilla
scal es.

Kyphosi dae: head small and scal es present on snout. premaxilla

Lutj ani dae, Pomadasyi dae: margin of preopercul um Pent apodi dae
serrated; also, no nolar teeth in jaws.

Let hrini dae: no scal es on preoperculumand 8 to 9
rays in soft part of dorsal fin (10 or nore in Sparidae).

sonet i mes
incisor-like
teeth

EZ%%%ZV > maxi || a

premaxilla

Spari dae
preoper cul um serr at ed
Lutj ani dae
Key to Cenera \&
1 a. Elongated spines in dorsal fin
2 a. Dorsal fin with 1st and 2nd spines mnute
(Fig. 1) .. Argyrops )
Argyrops Fig. 1

2 b. Dorsal fin with 1st and 2nd spines well
developed (Fig. 2) ... .. Evynni s

\

1 b. No elongated spines in dorsal fin

3 a. 2nd anal spine nmuch |onger than 3rd

G ) Mlio Z
3 b. 2nd anal spine not markedly | onger Evynni s Fig. 2
than 3rd

4 a. No nolar teeth present in jaws;
back with 3 gol den yel |l ow
SPOL S ot Tai us




FAO Sheets SPARI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71

4 b. Mlar teeth present in jaws (Fig. 4);
back without yellow spots

5 a. Reddish with small bl ue
spots on upper sides;
7 to 9 soft anal rays ... Sparus

5 b. Not reddish in col our
and wi thout small blue
spots; 11 to 12 soft
anal rays .............. Rhabdosar gus

(rml ar teeth

Spar us Fig. 4
List of Species occurring in the Area*
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which lIdentification Sheets are included)
Argyrops flanentosus Rhabdosar gus sarba SPARI D Rhab 1

Argyrops spinifer SPARI D Argy 1

Spar us aur at us
Evynnis cardinalis SPARI D Evyn 1 Spar us naj or SPARI D Spar 2
Evynni s japoni cus

Taius tum frons SPARID Tai 1
Mylio berda SPARID Myl 1
Mylio bifasciatus
MWylio | atus SPARID M/l 2

Myli o macrocephal us

* Probably inconplete. The famly requires a full revision



SPARID Argy 1

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS 1974

FAM LY: SPARI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Argyrops spinifer (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Sparus spinifer Forsskal, 1775

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Longspi ne seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body robust and very deep, strongly conpressed, depth of head nmuch greater
than its length, especially so in large fish; upper profile of head steep and
al nost straight or slightly concave fromupper jaw to eye; eye large, close
to front profile. Dorsal fin single, with 11 to 12 spines and 10 soft rays,
the first 2 spines very short, 3rd to 5th spines (sonetimes to 7th) flat-
tened and nmuch el ongated (in young fish reaching to |level of caudal fin,
shorter in older fish); soft dorsal fin rays all approximately equal in
length. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 to 9 soft rays, 1st spine short,
2nd and 3rd of equal length or 2nd slightly |onger. Caudal fin
emargi nate with pointed | obes. Scales |arge; soft parts of
dorsal and anal fins with a low scaly sheath.

dorsal fin

A. spinifer (mediumsized adult)



Col our: head and body mainly silvery with red iridescence,
particularly on upper sides and head. Usually red on margin of
upper part of gill cover; all fins red. Young fish with
several vertical red bars on body.

dorsal fin

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA: )
A. filanmentosus

Argyrops filanentosus: only the 3rd and sonetinmes the 4th e 3rd
dorsal fin spines elongated (3rd to 5th spines, and sonetines
to 7th, elongated in A spinifer); also, 2nd anal fin spine

| onger and stouter than 3rd spine.

Evynni s species: 1st and 2nd dorsal fin spines well
devel oped, and only 3rd and 4th spines filamentous; also,
head profile nuch |less steep in E cardinatis.

dorsal fin

. . . Evynnis cardinalis
Sparus species: no elongated or filamentous spines

in dorsal fin.

S| ZE:

dorsal fin

Maxi mum 60 cm common: 20 to 35 cm Spar us

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area southward to northern Australi a;
al so, westward to East Africa.

Inhabits a wi de range of bottons,
at depths of 5 to 100 m Young fish of
5 to 10 cmare sonetines extrenely abundant
in very shallow water in sheltered bays.

Larger fish occur in deeper water.

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow t o noder ate dept hs,
t hroughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHING GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORM5 OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae in
1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean: 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s and set and handlines; also with stake traps and fish traps.

Mar ket ed usual Iy fresh, whole; snall quantities are dried-salted.



SPARI D Evyn 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  SPARI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Evynnis cardinalis (Lacepéde, 1802)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

——— .

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Cardinal seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body robust and deeper than head, strongly conpressed, depth of head nuch greater than its
I ength; upper profile of head oblique, often with a bul ge near eye; eye noderate in size, close to
front profile. Dorsal fin single, with 12 spines and 10 to 11 soft rays, the first 2 spines short
but well devel oped, 3rd and 4th (and sometinmes 5th) spines elongated as fine filanents, the remaining
spi nes beconming slightly shorter toward tail; soft part of dorsal fin slightly higher than posterior
part of spinous fin. Anal fin with 3 spines and 2 to 9 soft rays, 1st spine short, 2nd and 3rd about
equal in length but 2nd a little shorter. Caudal fin slightly forked with pointed |obes. Scal es

| ar ge.



Col our: pale, silvery pink, but nore red on head, upper
sides, fins and especially on filanments of dorsal fin. Rows
of pale blue spots along scale rows.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS CF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA: 3rd

Evynni s japonicus: 3rd and 4th dorsal fin spines |ong
but not filamentous.

Argyrops spinifer: front profile of head al nost vertical;
first 2 dorsal fin spines very short; also, dorsal fin spines
3 to 5 (sonetimes 3 to 7) elongated as broad filanents, and in
young fish, vertical red bars present on body.

A. spinifer

Argyrops filanmentosus: first 2 dorsal fin spines very

short; also, only 3rd dorsal fin spine el ongated. « 3rd
Sparus species: |lack elongated or filanentous spines

in dorsal fin.

Sl ZE: / A. filanentosus
Maxi mum 40 cm common: 15 to 25 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR: Spar us

Northern part of South China Sea to
Japan, including northern part of the
Phi | i ppi nes.

Cccurs over a wide range of bottom
types fromthe surface to 100 m but is
nmore common close to reefs or on rough
bottoms. Snall fish are very abundant
at sone localities in shallow, sheltered
bays; larger fish usually occur in
deeper water.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow parts of the continental shelf
throughout its range, especially close to
reefs or over rough bottons. @

d

fe o 15008 - - A

5505

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae in
1972 was:
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s, longlines and handlines.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh, whole.



SPARID M/l 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: SPARI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

M/lio berda (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Sparus berda Forsskal, 1775

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Picnic seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fairly deep, conpressed; head |arge, rather pointed, its upper profile oblique, often with a
bul ge above eye; eye noderate in size. Operculumwith a small spine. Dorsal fin single with 11 spines
and 11 to 12 soft rays; 1st spine nearly as long as 2nd, which is shorter than the 3rd; 3rd to 5th
spines longest, but with no filanents or el ongated spines; spines appear alternately broad and narrow
on either side; soft part of dorsal fin equal to or lower than spiny part. Pelvic fins with a strong
spine. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 to 9 soft rays, the 1st spine short (rmuch shorter than eye
di ameter), 2nd spine very long and strong, flattened laterally, 3rd spine shorter than 2nd, but 1st
soft anal rays longer than 3rd spine. Caudal fin slightly forked with rounded | obes. Scales |arge;
dorsal and anal fins with a scaly sheath.

Colour: grey, dark silver/grey, or dull olive/browm, with silvery or brassy reflections; upper
part of body and base of scal es darkest; |ower part of head and body paler. Dorsal and anal fins with
darker margins; dorsal fin spines often silvery; pectoral fins dusky yellow, pelvic and anal fins
bl acki sh. Caudal fin darker at margin.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Mylio latus: pale spots along scale rows, a dark —
spot at origin of lateral line and pelvic and anal fins
dusky at base, yellow at margin. anal fin

Gymmocrani us gri seus

Myli o macrocephal us: all fins black or dusky.

Gymmocr ani us griseus: has vertical darker bands
on body (especially in juveniles) and 2nd anal fin
spine not longer or stouter than 3rd spine.

Hapl ogenys speci es: spiny and soft parts of
dorsal fin separated by deep notch; also, caudal fin
usual Iy rounded.

dorsal fin
Hapl ogenys

Grella species: 14 to 15 spines in dorsal fin
(10 in M berda); also, spines in dorsal fin not
appearing alternately broad and narrow.

d aucosoma species: 2nd anal fin spine not e \
stouter and | onger than 3rd spine; also, caudal fin \\\ \
truncate.

—>

SI ZE:

. anal fin
Maxi mum 80 cm conmmon: 30 to 50 cm d aucosoma

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensl and and northwest coast
of Australia; also, westward to Red Sea
and northward to Japan.

A bottomliving fish, found nainly on
rough and nuddy-sand grounds in coastal
wat ers, especially around river nouths and
in estuaries, fromshallow water to depths
of 50 m Young fish usually occur in
shal | ow, sheltered bays.

Feeds on a wide range of bottomliving
ani mal s i ncluding nmol | uscs, crustaceans,
wor ns and echi noder ns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae
in 1472 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s, handlines, gill nets and stake traps.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh, whole; sonetines sold alive.



SPARID Myl 2

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY. SPARI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Mylio | atus (Houttuyn, 1782)

STILL IN USE: Sparus |atus Houttuyn, 1782
? Sparus datnia (Ham |lton - Buchanan, 1822)

gl

cm

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Yellowfin seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body fairly deep, conpresed. Head |arge, rather pointed; snout profile oblique, with a slight
bul ge above eye; eye noderate in size. Operculum with a small spine. Dorsal fin single, with 11 to
13 spines and 10 to 11 soft rays, the 1st spine about 1/2 the length of 2nd which is shorter than 3rd,
4th spine |longest; spines appear alternately broad and narrow on either side; soft rays about sane
length as last spine. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 to 9 soft rays, 1st spine short, 2nd very stout
and | arger than 3rd; 1st anal soft rays longer than 3rd spine. Caudal fin deeply emarginate with

rounded | obes. Scales large; soft dorsal and anal fins with a scaly sheath.

Col our: silver grey, darker above, belly usually yellow sh. Scales with dark bases and silvery
edges (especially above lateral line); often a dark band between eyes and a dark spot at origin of
lateral line. Pelvic fins yellow, pectoral and anal fins dusky at base, yellow at nmargin. Belly and

| ower caudal fin |obe yellow.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Mylio macrocephalus: all fins black or dusky.

Mylio berda: pectoral fins yellow but pelvic anal fin
and anal fins black or dusky; also, no silvery edges to Gymmocr ani us gri seus
scal es and no dark spot at origin of lateral line.

Gymmocrani us griseus: vertical darker bands on
body (especially in juveniles) and 2nd anal fin spine
not |onger or stouter than 3rd spine.

deep notch

/

Hapl ogenys species: spinous and soft parts of
dorsal fin separated by a deep notch; also, caudal fin Hapl ogenys
usual Iy rounded.

Grella species: 14 to 15 spines in dorsal fin
(11 to 13 in M latus); also, spines in dorsal fin
not appearing alternately broad and narrow.

1st ~
d aucosona species: 2nd anal fin spine not
stouter and | onger than 3rd spine; also, caudal fin 2nd
truncate.
3rd
Sl ZE:

d aucosona

Maxi mum 45 cm common: 20 to 35 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area and southward to northern coasts of
Australia; also, westward to East Africa
and northward to Japan.

I nhabits shall ow coastal waters to
depths of 50 m and enters river nouths
and estuari es.

Car ni vorous, feeding on echi noderns,
wor ns, crustaceans and nol | uscs.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters, throughout its range.

CATCHES, MNAI N FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught nmainly with bottomtraws, gill nets and lines; also with stake traps.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh, whole; sonetinmes sold alive.



SPARI D Rhab 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: SPARI DAE

Rhabdosar gus sarba (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Sparus sarba Forsskal, 1775

{ :

o] 6 cm

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Gol dlined seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deeper than head, conpressed; head large, its length about 1/4 of standard |ength; upper
profile convex, nmost strongly arched fromsnout to origin of dorsal fin; eye noderate in size. Muth
al nost horizontal and low, close to the al nbst straight ventral profile; 4 to 5 rows of nolar teeth
in posterior part of upper, jaw, 3 to 4 rows in lower jaw, the last nolar in each jaw | argest. Dorsal
finsingle, with 11 to 12 spines and 13 to 15 soft rays, 3rd to 5th spines the longest. Anal fin with
3 spines and 11 to 12 soft rays, 1st spine short, 2nd slightly |longer than or equal to 3rd, 1st soft
ray longer than 3rd spine. Caudal fin deeply emargi nate. Scal es cycloid (snmooth); dorsal and anal

fins with a scaly sheath.



Col our: overall colour silver grey; each scale has a golden centre, so as to form | ongitudinal
l'ines on body; belly with a yellow band, | ess conspicuous in large fish; dorsal fin hyaline at base,
dusky at margin; pectoral and pelvic fins yellow, anal fin with hyaline base, yellow toward nargin.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

M/lio latus and M nacrocephal us: 2nd dorsal fin spine only 1/2 the
length of 3rd spine (alnobst equal in R sarba) and 2nd spine of anal fin
much | onger than 3rd spine; also, spines in dorsal fin appear alternately
broad and narrow on each side.

M/lio berda: 2nd anal fin spine nuch |onger than 3rd spine, and —
dar ker col ouration wi thout |ongitudinal rows of spots; also, spines in
dorsal fin appear alternately broad and narrow. MWlio

anal fin

Gymocr ani us griseus: no horizontal rows of spots but has
vertical bands on body and head (particularly in juveniles); also,
dorsal fin with 10 spines and 10 soft rays (11 to 12 and 13 to 15
in R sarba).

Grella species: 14 to 15 spines in dorsal fin (11 to 12 in R sarba).

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 40 cm common: 15 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout nost of northern part of
area and sout hwards to New South Wl es and
northwestern coasts of Australia; also,
westwards to East Africa and northwards to
Japan.

A bottomliving coastal fish which
often enters rivers and estuari es.

Spawning in Australia takes place near
river nmouths and after a short planktonic
period the young fish nove into estuaries
where they spend a year before gradually
novi ng into deeper water.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

I nshore waters and estuaries throughou
its range.

CATCHES, NAI N FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORVB CF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught mainly with bottomtraws, gillnets and stake traps; also fished for sport.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh, whole.



SPARI D Spar 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: SPARI DAE

Sparus mej or (Tenminck & Schl egel, 1842)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Chrysophrys maj or Tenmm nck & Schl egel, 1842
Pagr osomus maj or (Temm nck & Schl egel, 1842)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO En - Silver seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body robust, oblong, noderately conpressed; upper profile of head convex with a bul ge above ewe
in large specinmens; eye noderate in size. Lower jaw slightly shorter than upper. Dorsal fin single,
with 12 strong spines and 10 to 12 soft rays, the spines not elongated into filaments, 1st spine about
1/2 the length of 2nd, which is about 1/2 as long as 3rd, 3rd to 7th spines |ongest, other spines
gradual |y decreasing in length along fin. Anal fin with 3 stout spines and 7 to 9 soft rays, 1st
spi ne short, about 1/2 the length of 2nd; 2nd and 3rd spines about equal in length. Caudal fin

forked with pointed lobes. Scal es noderately |arge, absent from bases of soft dorsal and anal fins.

Col our: head and upper body red/brown, sides and belly silvery. Numerous small bright blue
spots on upper sides. Fins red or faint red; caudal fin with a white |ower nargin.



3rd

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Sparus auratus: difficult to separate on
anat om cal grounds. Occurs in Australia and
New Zeal and. Some authors include this species
inS. mjor.

Argyrops spinifer, A filanmentosus and Evynnis A. spinifer
cardinalis: at |east sone anterior spines of dorsal

fin extended into long fil anents.

A. filamentosus

Evynni s japonicus: 3rd to 4th dorsal
fin spines much | onger than other spines,
t hough not fil ament ous.

Taius tum frons: body mainly silvery, red on
head and back; 3 golden yellow saddl e-1ike bl ot ches
on back, and no bl ue spots on upper flanks.

E.

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 70 cm common: 20 to 40 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Nort heastern part of South China Sea

(excluding the Philippines); also,
northward to Japan.

Bottomliving at depths of 10 to 150 m
often on rough grounds, but also on softer
bottons. Adult fish migrate into shall ower
parts of their depth range to spawn in |ate
spring and summer; juvenile fish occur
mainly in the shallower areas.

Feeds on a wi de range of bottomliving
invertebrates, including echinodernms, worms,
nol | uscs and crustaceans; also on fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:
Throughout its range; often close to

rough grounds. Probably over-fished in
certain areas.

CATCHES, MAI'N FI SHIE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught nmainly with bottomtraw s and bottomlong |ines.

A popul ar food fish throughout its range. It is particularly high priced in Japan where it is nuch
sought for cerenoni al banquets when it is eaten raw. It is also prepared into a wi de range of food

products.



SPARID Tai 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SPARI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Tai us tum frons (Temmi nck & Schl egel, 1842)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Dentex tum frons (Tenmm nck & Schlegel, 1842)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Yell owback seabream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body deep and conpressed; head large, slightly deeper than long, its upper profile oblique, with
prom nent bul ge near eye, especially in larger fish; eye noderate in size, close to front profile.
Dorsal fin single, with 12 spines and 10 soft rays, none of the spines extended or filanmentous; 3rd to
5th spines longest. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 soft rays, 1st spine about. 1/2 as long as 2nd which

is equal to or slightly longer than 3rd. Caudal fin forked. Scales |arge; dorsal and anal fins with
| ow scaly sheath.

Col our: back and upper sides orange/brown, |ower sides and belly silvery ; 3 golden/yellow saddl e-
I'i ke blotches on back, the 1st at origin of dorsal fin; dorsal, anal and caudal fins orange/red.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

D K
dorsal fin 2__/

Argyrops filament osus

Sparus major: no yell ow saddl es on back,
but small blue spots scattered on upper sides.

Argyrops spinifer, A filanmentosus,
Evynnis cardinalis and E. japonicus: at |east
sone anterior spines in dorsal fin elongated
or filamentous.

dorsal fin
Argyrops spinifer

dorsal fin
Evynni s japoni cus

dorsal fin
Evynnis cardinalis

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 40 cm comon: 15 to 25 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Northern part of South China Sea,
including northern coasts of the Philippines;
al so, northward to Japan.

Li ves on nud and nuddy-sand bott ons,
fromdepths of 50 to 250 m Spawns in

| ate spring.

Feeds on a wi de range of bottomliving
invertebrates and on fish.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Deeper waters of the continental shelf;
in northern part of South China Sea nobst
abundant sout heast of Hai nan.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Sparidae in
1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 1 500 tons (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 200 tons (Australia only)

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s and bottom | ongli nes.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh, whole; also dried-salted.

click for next page
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