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SPHY

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHE NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'ndi an Ccean)
(WCentral Pacific)

SPHYRAENI DAE

Bar r acudas

Body el ongate, usually slightly conpressed. Head very long, with long snout; nouth large, with
| ower jaw projecting beyond upper. Strong canine teeth in jaws and on pal ati nes, of unequal size.
Scales small, cycloid; lateral line well devel oped, nearly straight. Two wi dely separated dorsal
fins, the first with 5 strong spines, usually beginning just behind pelvic fins; the second opposite
anal fin; pelvic fins closer to pectoral fin base than to anal fin origin; caudal fin forked.

Col our: usually brown/blue or silver/grey, lighter below Body sonetines with vertical bars.
Fins sometines yellow, black or grey.

forked
caudal fin
2 dorsal fins
7

| arge teeth /

| ower jaw
proj ecting

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

O her families with 2 short but w dely spaced dorsal fins: lack such strong teeth in jaws
and on pal ati nes; |ower jaw not projecting.
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FAO Sheet s SPHYRAENI DAE Fishing Areas 57,71

Key to Genera

Sphyraena only

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which lIdentification Sheets are included)

Sphpr aena barracuda SPHY Sphy 1 Sphpraena obt usat a SPRY Sphy 4
Sphyraena forsteri SPHY Sphy 2 Sphyr aena brachygnat hus (doubtful)
Sphyraena jello SPHY Sphy 3 Sphyraena chrysotaenia (doubtful)



SPRY Sphy 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SPHYRAENI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Sphyraena barracuda (Wal baum 1792)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Sphyraena picuda Bl och & Schnei der, 1801
Sphyraena commersonii Cuvier, 1829

VERNACULAR NAMES: 0 30 cm

FAO En - Great barracuda
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, slightly conpressed; head large, with long pointed snout and | ower jaw projecting
beyond upper jaw. Muth large, maxilla (upper jaw) reaching to | evel of eye. Upper jaw with snall
teeth and 2 sharp canines in front, palatines with 5 or 6 |arge broad teeth beconi ng snaller toward
back of jaw, lower jaw with single series of about 15 teeth on each side and 2 large teeth in front.
Edge of pre-operculumrounded. G Il rakers mnute. Lateral line with 75 to 90 scales; 11 or 12
scal es above Lateral line at level of origin of 1st dorsal fin.

Col our: bl ue/grey above and silver below with nore than 18 (usually nore than 20) darker
vertical bars on sides. Pectoral and pelvic fins white; upper part of 1st dorsal fin, anal fin
and mddl e rays of caudal fin black.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA://I o

\
|
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Sphyraena obtusata: has sharp angle to

T -
hi nd edge of pre-operculum (rounded in / @ | Q,/\’: = - @
S. barracuda). @a\ » @
\\\n V

Sphyraena jello: has vertical black

bars on body but maxilla (upper jaw) does angl ed rounded
not reach to level of eye; also, scales hi nd edge of pre-opercul um
inlateral line 122 to 135 (75 to 90 in S. barracuda). S. obtusata S. barracuda

O her Sphyraena species in area: |ack the conbination of nore than 20 vertical bars on each
side of body and 75 to 90 scales in lateral line.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 180 cm common: 100 to 150

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Recor ded throughout nost of area
covered; conmon el sewhere in |Indo-
Paci fi c.

Feeds predom nantly on pel agi ¢
fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS

Caught in shallow coastal waters,
t hroughout its range

CATCHES, MAIN FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified
barracudas in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 900 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 15 500 tons (Philippines: 13 100 tons)

Caught with trolling pines, less frequently with set nets and traps

Marketed fresh; also dried-salted, fermented, or prepared as fish sauce



SPRY Sphy 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SPHYRAENI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Sphyraena forsteri Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Forster's barracuda
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, slightly conpressed; head large, with long pointed snout and | ower jaw pro-
jecting beyond upper. Muth large, nmaxilla (upper jaw) about reaching to |level of front of eye.
Upper jaw with a series of mnute teeth and 2 sharp canines in front; lower jaw with a series of
about 20 flattened, triangular teeth, those on nmiddle and hind parts |larger and directed slightly
backward; a single backward-directed canine at front of lower jaw. Palatine with a few sharp,
flattened, triangular teeth. Edge of pre-operculumrounded. Gl rakers minute. Lateral line wth,
105 to 115 scales, 15 to 17 scale rows above lateral line at |level of origin of 1st dorsal fin.

Col our: bl ack above, silver below, inside of mouth dark grey. Dorsal and caudal fins bl ack;
pelvic fins white; pectoral and anal fins white.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Sphyraena obtusata: has sharp angle to I
hi nd edge of pre-operculum (rounded in o

S. forsteri); a yellow anal fin and 2 %@ \ @
long gill rakers in addition to the %
.
T T x T

mnute gill rakers.

Sphyraena barracuda: has |arger scales
(75 to 90 scales in lateral line; 105 to 115
inS forsteri) and vertically directed teeth. hi nd edge of pre-opercul um

S. obtusata S. forsteri

angl ed rounded

Sphyraena jello: has about 20 dark vertical

bars on body and all fins except pelvic black;
al so, scales in lateral line 122 to 135.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 60 cm common: 20 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Recorded t hroughout npbst of area
covered; common el sewhere in Indo-
Pacific.

Found in coastal waters to a depth
of 50 m

Feeds predom nantly on fish.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in coastal waters to depths
of 50 m throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified
barracudas in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 900 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 15 500 tons (Philippines: 13 100 tons)

Caught with traws, set nets and | onglines.

Marketed fresh; also dried-salted, fermented, or prepared as fish sauce.



SPRY Sphy 3

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SPHYRAENI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Sphyraena jello Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Banded barracuda
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, slightly conpressed; head large, with |ong pointed snout and | ower jaw projec-
ting beyond upper. Mwuth large, nmaxilla (upper jaw) not reaching to |l evel of front of eye. Upper
jaw with a single series of very small triangular teeth and 2 sharp triangular canines in front;
lower jaw with triangular teeth, much larger than those in upper jaw, in a single series with hind
teeth much longer than those in front; a single strong canine at front of lower jaw, which fits

into a recess in upper jaw. Edge of pre-operculumrounded. G 1| rakers mnute. Lateral |line
with 122 to 135 scales; 17 to 18 scale rows above lateral line at level of origin of 1st dorsal
fin.

Col our: bl ack/ brown above, silver below, w th about 20 vertical black bars al ong sides;
inside of nouth dark grey. All fins except pelvic black.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Sphyraena obtusata: has sharp angle // P
to hind edge of pre-operculum (rounded in /_//»/"’//\ — N
s jello). (@) — @ |

Al'l other Sphyraena species in area: = ~ \.\ v /
have either a shorter snout (about 2 to 2 1/2 . T
times eye dianeter; 3 tines in S. jello) angl ed r ounded

or a yellow anal fin (black in S. jello

and S. barracuda). hi nd edge of pre-opercul um

S. obtusata S. jello



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 150 cm common: 50 to 100 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Recorded t hroughout npbst of area
covered; common el sewhere in |ndo-
Pacific.

Feeds predom nantly on fishes and
often swi ns near the surface.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in shallow coastal waters
and estuaries, throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified
barracudas in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 900 tons (India only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 15 500 tons (Philippines: 13 100 tons)

Caught with trawls, set nets, trolling |lines and traps.

Mar ket ed fresh; also dried-salted, fermented, or prepared as fish sauce.



SPRY Sphy 4

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  SPHYRAENI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCeat. Pacific)

Sphyraena obtusata Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Sphyraena pinguis Ginther, 1874

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Obtuse barracuda
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongated, slightly conpressed; head |arge, with long pointed snout and | ower jaw pro-
jecting beyond upper. Muth |arge, maxilla (upper jaw) not reaching to level of front of eye.
Upper jaw with a series of minute teeth and 2 sharp canines in front; teeth in | ower jaw slender,
nearly vertical and well separated, a single canine at front. Palatines with a single row of a few

sharp teeth fol | owed by numerous minute teeth. Edge of pre-operculumtriangular. GII rakers
m nute except for 2 long rakers on 1st gill arch. Lateral line with 80 to 90 scales; 7 1/2 scale
rows above lateral line at level of origin of 1st dorsal fin.

Col our: light brown above, silver below, inside of nouth yellow 1st dorsal fin dusky with

yel low tinge; pectoral and anal fins yellow 2nd dorsal and caudal fins yellow with dark margin;
pelvic fins white.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI'M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Al'l other Sphyraena species in area:

have hi nd edge of pre-opercul umrounded @ \
(an angle in S. obtusata); also, all \"’ —— 1)2
gill rakers mnute (2 longer gill rakers TSI
on 1st gill arch in S. obtusata). T .
\

angl ed rounded
hi nd edge of pre-opercul um

S. obtusata ot her Sphyraena species




Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 40 cm  common: 20 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Recorded throughout nost of area
covered; perhaps comon throughout
I ndo- Pacific region, but identifications
uncertain.

Feeds predomi nantly on small fish.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in shallow coastal waters,
t hroughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified

barracudas in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean):
area 71 (Western Central

Pacific):

900 tons (India only)
15 500 tons (Phili ppines:

Caught with bottomtrawl s, set nets and |onglines.

Mar ket ed fresh; also dried-salted, fernented,

or prepared as fish sauce.

13 100 tons)



STROM

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

STROVATEI DAE

Ponfrets

Body deep and conpressed with single dorsal and anal fins; pelvic fins never present in adults
rarely in young. Teeth in jaws laterally conpressed, either sinple or with 3 to 5 cusps. No supra-
maxi | lary bone; gill menbranes broadly united to isthnus, the gill opening not reaching to under
throat. Dorsal fin rays not preceded by stout spines, but in some species, 5 to 10 snall bl ade-1ike
spines are present before the fin. 30 to 50 anal fin rays. Vertical fins often falcate, their bases
about equal in length

Colour: light grey merging to silvery white on belly, sometines with spots

gil
openi ng

L. ends

here

St r onat ei dae

i st hnus
SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
Ariomm dae and Monodactylidae: gill menbranes not broadly united to isthnus gil
(gill openings continue to under throat). openi ng

TR
Ephi ppi dae, Pl ataci dae, Scatophagi dae: pelvic fins present; also, gill )
nmenbranes not broadly united to isthmus (gill openings continue to under Arionmi dae
throat).



FAO Sheet s

Panpus ar gent eus
Panpus chi nensi s

STROVATEI DAE

Key to Genera

Panpus only

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)

STROM Pamp 1
STROM Panp 2

Fi shing Areas 57,71



STROM Panp 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: STROVATEI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Qcean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Panpus argenteus (Euphrasen, 1788)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Silver ponfret
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body very deep and conpressed, with firmflesh. G| nenbrane
broadly united to isthnus, the gill opening restricted to a
vertical slit on side of body. Dorsal and anal fins preceded
by a series of 5 to 10 blade-like spines with anterior and
posterior points. No pelvic fins; dorsal fin single and
falcate, as also anal fin; caudal fin deeply forked, the
| ower | obe |ongest.

gill slit

A

bl ade-1i ke spines

Col our: back grey, merging to silvery white toward
belly; very small black dots all over body; vertical
fins with dark edges and all fins faintly yell ow



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS COF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Panmpus chinensis: dorsal and anal fins not falcate, caudal fin |l ess deeply forked; also, no
bl ade-1i ke spines before dorsal and anal fins.

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 50 cm conmmon: 20 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coasts of India eastward to Hong Kong,
but not recorded from New Gui nea or
Australia; also, westward to Persian Qulf
and northward to Japan.

I nhabits waters over nuddy bottons
down to 100 m Usually found in schools;
enters bracki sh waters.

Feeds predomi nantly on soft bottom
living and | arger planktonic invertebrates.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters of the continental
shel f.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not collected for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtrawl s and traps.

Mar keted mainly fresh.



STROM Panp 2

1974

PAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

FAM LY: STROVATEI DAE
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Panmpus chi nensi s (Euphrasen, 1788)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

—]
5 cm
VERNACULAR NANMES:
FAG In - Chinese ponfret
Fr -
Sp -
NATI ONAL:
DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:
t he

menbranes broadly united to isthnus,
bl ade- | i ke spi nes before dorsal

Body very deep and conpressed, with firmflesh. GII
but

gill opening restricted to a vertical slit on side of body. No flat,
and anal fins. No pelvic fins; dorsal fin single, and dorsal and anal fins not falcate,
gradual ly dimnishing in height posteriorly; caudal fin only slightly forked.

fins dusky.

Col our: grey/brown on back, nerging to silvery white toward belly;



bl ade-1i ke spi nes

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Panmpus argenteus: dorsal and anal fins falcate
and caudal fin strongly forked, the |ower |obe |ongest;
also, 5 to 10 bl ade-1i ke spines before dorsal and anal
fins.

S| ZE:
A
Maxi mum 25 c¢cm comon: 15 to 20 cm

P. argent eus

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Coasts of India eastward to Hong Kong,
but not recorded from New Gui nea or
Australia; also, westward to Persian Qulf
and northward to Japan.

I nhabits waters over nuddy bottons of
the continental shelf, down to 100 m
usual ly found in schools; enters brackish
wat ers.

Feeds on small, soft bottomliving
and | arger planktonic invertebrates,
such as sal ps.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters over the continental
shel f.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORVMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not collected for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtraws; also with traps.

Marketed nainly fresh.

click for next page
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