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THER

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

THERAPONI DAE

Ther apons, therapon- perches

perch-1ike fishes with an oblong, conpressed body. Muth small or noderate, upper jaw not
reachi ng beyond eye centre; jaw teeth in villiformbands, the outer series |arger or enlarged and
conprising conical, incisor-like, or 3-cusped teeth; vonmer and pal atine (roof of nouth) teeth snall

or absent. Pre-operculum with sharply serrated edge; operculumw th 1 or 2 strong spines. A single
dorsal fin with spinous and soft portions sonetines partially separated by a notch and 12 to 14 strong
spines, the 4th.and 5th the |longest; pelvic fin base behind base of pectoral fin, no axillary scale;
caudal fin forked. Scales ctenoid (rough to touch), lateral line single, conplete

Snal

Col our: often, dark |ongitudinal bands on grey or brown body, and dark stripes on caudal fin

12 to 14 spines

strong opercul ar AZ%/////

spine '\

preopercul um strongly
serrated

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

caudal

Serrani dae: nouth |large, upper jaw usually reaching to bel ow hind nmargin of eye; also
fin usually rounded and 3 spines on opercul um

Kuhl i dae: have 10 dorsal spines (12 to 14 in Theraponi dae).



FAO Sheets THERAPONI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71
Key to Genera /\

1 a. Head short, its length nore than 4 tines in

standard length; outer teeth in both jaws
enl arged, flattened and often with 3 cusps

or lobes (Fig. 1) ...t Hel ot es 3,_¢usped tooth
1 b. Head longer, its length less than 4 tines in Fig. 1
standard length; outer teeth in both jaws
with conical tips gill menbrane
2 a. Jawteeth in a villiformband; gill
nenbrane free fromisthnus (Fig. 2) ........ Ther apon i st hnus

2 b. Jawteeth in 2 or 3 rows, outer series
enl arged, brown-tipped; gill menbrane
joined to isthnmus (Fig. 3) .................. Pel at es

under si de of head

Fig. 2
gi |l menbrane
i sthrus
List of Species occurring in the Area \
(Code nunbers are given for those species ¢ i
for which Identification Sheetsare included) under si de of head
Fig. 3
Hel ot es sexl i neat us THER Helo 1 Ther apon ar gent eus
Therapon cancel | at us
Pel at es oxyr hynchus THER Pela 1 Ther apon caudavi ttatus
Pel at es quadrilineatus THER Pel a 2 Ther apon j arbua THER Ther 1
Pel at es roneri Therapon puta
Ther apon rosenber ghi
Ther apon adansoni Ther apon t her aps THER Ther 2

(al so, some 15 nominal species from Australian waters, their status uncertain)



THER Helo 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: THERAPONI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Hel otes sexlineatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1824)

SYNONYMs STILL IN USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAQ En - Sixlined therapon
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A smal | species, body el ongate and conpressed, head short, its length
nmore than 4 times in standard |l ength. Muth snmall, slightly oblique, upper
jaw ending well in advance of eye; jaw teeth in many series, conpressed and
with 3 cusps or |obes; palate toothless. Opercul ar spine strong, edge of
pre-opercul um serrated. Dorsal fin with 11 to 12 spines and 10 to 11 soft
rays; 3rd spine longest; spinous and soft parts demarcated by a conspi cuous

notch; anal fin with 3 spines and 10 to 11 soft rays; 2nd spine about half 3-cusped tooth
the Iength of 3rd spine; caudal fin with a shallow fork. Scales snall,
ctenoid (rough), about 14 rows above lateral |ine.

Colour: back |ight greenish brown, sides silvery white; body with 4 to 6 horizontal bands,
2 of which often indistinct; a blackish brown blotch behind upper end of gill opening; tip of

spinous part of dorsal fin light grey.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:
Pel at es species: outer jaw teeth conical, brown-tipped, in 2 or 3 series; head |onger, |ess
than 4 tinmes in standard |l ength; also, scales larger, 10 to 13 rows above lateral |ine (about 14

inH sexlineatus).

Therapon species: outer jaw teeth conical, little enlarged.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm  common: 15 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia).

Found in inshore waters.

Feeds on invertebrates and fishes.

AREA
PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS: @

Throughout its range.

5598

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught with all types of inshore fishing gear.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



THER Pel a 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: THERAPONI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. QCcean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pel at es oxyrhynchus (Tenm nck & Schl egel , 1842)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Therapon oxyrhynchus: Chan, 1968

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Bl otched therapon
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A smal |l species, body oblong and conpressed, with a long, pointed snout. Mouth small, slightly
oblique; upper jaw ending well in front of eye; jaw teeth conpressed, wth tips brown, conical, 3
series in upper jaw and 2 in |lower jaw, voner and pal atine (roof of nouth) toothless. Opercul ar spine
strong and pungent, edge of preoperculumserrated. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and 10 rays; 5th to 8th
spi nes | ongest; spinous and soft parts not separated by a notch; anal fin with 3 spines and 8 rays,

2nd spine longer than 3rd; caudal fin with a shallow fork. Scales small, ctenoid (rough), 10 to 13
rows above lateral line.

Col our: back light brown, sides paler; body with 4 to 5 brownish red bands and el ongate, darker
bl ot ches al ong every other band; dorsal fin w thout dark blotches, but with a dusky bl ack band al ong
its base; nenbrane of soft part of dorsal fin and of caudal fin with irregular short dark bl otches.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pel at es quadrilineatus: snout short and rounded, body with distinct
brown | ongitudi nal bands.

Therapon species: outer jaw teeth hardly enlarged, not brown-tipped;
al so, mouth and gill cavity pale brown (red in Pelates quadrilineatus).

Hel ot es species: outer jaw teeth with 3 cusps or |obes and head short,
4 times in standard |l ength; also, scales snaller, about 14 rows above

lateral line (10 to 13 in P. oxyrhynchus). 3-cusped tooth

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm common: 15 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON  AND BEHAVI OUR:

Phi | i ppi nes and Sout h Chi na Sea;
al so, northward to Japan.

Found in inshore waters, often
bracki sh; the young enter freshwaters.

175w

Feeds on invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS: AREA

d

e ; e 1507 <o e

Thr oughout its range.

5598

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught with traps, handlines and other inshore fishing gear.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



TIER Pela 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: THERAPONI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Pel at es quadrilineatus (Bloch, 1790)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NANMES:

FAG  En - Fourlined therapon
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A smal | species, body oblong and conpressed. Mouth small, slightly oblique; upper jaw ending
wel |l in advance of eye; jaw teeth conpressed, with tips brown, conical, 3 series in upper jaw and
2 in lower jaw voner and pal atines (roof of nouth) toothless. Opercul ar spine strong, edge of pre-
operculumserrated. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and 10 soft rays; 5th to 9th spines |ongest; spinous
and soft parts of fin separated by a very shallow notch; anal fin with 3 spines and 10 soft rays,
the 2nd spine shorter than the 3rd; caudal fin with a shallow fork. Scales snmall, ctenoid (rough),

10 to 13 rows above lateral line.

Col our: back light greyish green, sides silvery white; body with 4 to 6 dark brown | orgitudinal
bands, the 3rd band wi dest, extending to base of nedian caudal fin ray; a blackish brown blotch
behi nd upper end of gill opening; a large black blotch on spinous part of dorsal fin. Muth and
gill cavity bright red.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Hel ot es species: outer jaw teeth with 3 cusps or |obes and head short,
4 tinmes in standard | ength; also, scales smaller, about 14 rows above
lateral line (10 to 13 in P. quadrilineatus).

Therapon species: outer jaw teeth hardly enlarged, not brown-tipped;
al so, mouth and gill cavity pale brown (red in Pelates quadrilineatus).

3-cusped tooth

Pel at es oxyrhynchus: head poi nted and no dark brown blotch at upper
angl e of gill opening.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm common: 15 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Throughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia);
al so, northward to Hong Kong.

Found in inshore waters.

Feeds on invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS: @

Throughout its range.

fr 2 150°€ 2 s

5505

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught with handlines, traps and other inshore fishing gear.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



THER Ther 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: THERAPONI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Ther apon Jarbua (Forsskal, 1775)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Hol ocentrus servus Bl och, 1790

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG  En - Jarbua therapon
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A smal |l species, body oblong and conpressed. Mouth slightly oblique, upper jaw extending to
bel ow m ddl e of eye; jaw teeth in villiform bands; vomer and pal ati nes toothed. Operculumwi th
strong and pungent spines; edge of pre-operculumstrongly serrated. Dorsal fin with 11 to 12 strong
spines and 10 soft rays, the 4th to 6th spines |ongest; spinous and soft parts separated by a deep
notch; margin of soft part of dorsal fin straight or slightly emarginate; anal fin with 3 spines
and 8 rays, the 2nd spine slightly shorter than the 3rd; margin of soft part enarginate; caudal
fin slightly forked. Scales small, ctenoid (rough), about 14 to |6 rows above lateral Iine.

Col our: silvery greyish blue above, silvery white below; 3 to 4 dark brown curved stripes on
body; spinous dorsal fin with a black blotch; soft dorsal fin with 2 small black bl otches; caudal
fin with dark tips and three horizontal or oblique |ines.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Therapon theraps, T. puta: dark |ongitudinal bands on body straight and
no teeth on roof of nouth; also, 7 to 8 scale rows above lateral line
in T theraps, 10 to 13 in T. puta (14 to 16 in T. jarbua).

O her Therapon species: spinous and soft portions of dorsal fin not
separated by a deep notch, no promi nent black blotch on spinous dorsal fin.

3-cusped tooth
Pel at es species: teeth brown-tipped and in 2 or 3 series; also, nouth

and gill cavity red in P. quadrilineatus.

Hel ot es species: outer teeth in both jaws with 3 cusps or |obes; also,
head short, nore than 4 times in standard | ength.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm common: 15 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensl and (Australia); also,

westward to East Africa and northward to

Hong Kong.

Found in inshore waters, often brackish;
the young enter freshwaters.

Feeds on invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORM5 COF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not
Caught mainly with gillnets,

Marketed nostly fresh.

reported for this species.

traps and handl i nes.



THER Ther 2

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

‘ FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
FAM LY: THERAPONI DAE (E Ind. Qcean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Therapon theraps Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Eut herapon theraps: Minro, 1955

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAOQ  En - Largescal ed therapon
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A smal | -si zed species, body oblong and conpressed. Muth slightly oblique, upper jaw extending
to below anterior third of eye; jaw teeth in villiform bands; voner and pal ati nes {roof of mouth,
toot hl ess. Opercul ar spine strong and pungent, edge of pre-operculum serrated. Dorsal fin with
12 strong spines and 10 rays; 3rd to 4th spines |ongest; spinous and soft parts of fin separated
by a deep notch, outer margin of soft part slightly convex; anal fin with 3 spines and 8 rays, 2nd
spine slightly shorter than 3rd, nost of outer margin of soft portion truncate; caudal fin forked
with round-tipped |obes. Scales large, ctenoid (rough), about 7 to 8 rows above lateral |ine.

Col our: pack greenish brown, sides and belly silvery white; 4 dark |ongitudinal bands on flanks;
| arge bl acki sh brown blotch on spinous part of dorsal fin; a horizontal band on anal fin; 5 dark
bands on caudal fin, the 3rd and 4th bordering nedi an caudal fin ray.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA

Therapon jarbua: dark bands on body curved, roof of nouth toothed and

scales smaller, 14 to 16 rows above lateral line (only 7 to 8 in T. theraps).

Therapon puta: scales snmaller, 10 to 13 rows above lateral |ine.

Ot her Therapon species: spinous and soft portions of dorsal fin not
separated by a deep notch, no prom nent black blotch on spinous dorsal fin.

Pel ates species: teeth brown-tipped and in 2 or 3 series; also,
mouth and gill cavity red in P. quadrilineatus.

Hel ot es species: outer teeth in both jaws with 3 cusps or |obes;
al so, head short, nore than 4 times in standard | ength, and no
| ongi tudi nal bands on caudal fin.

3-cusped tooth

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm  common: 15 to 20 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and

sout hward to Queensland (Australia); also,

westward to East Africa and northward to
Hong Kong.

Found in inshore waters, often brackish.

Feeds on invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with gillnets, traps and handli nes.

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



TRI CH

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57 , 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

TRI CHI URI DAE

Hairtails, Cutlassfishes

Body very el ongate and conpressed, ribbon-like. Strong teeth in jaws, those at the front of
upper jaw fang-like. Dorsal fin long, beginning shortly behind head, the anterior portion wth
spi nes and sonetinmes separated fromthe soft portion by a distinct notch, the spinous portion
I onger than the soft portion; pelvic fins reduced to a scale-like spine and one rudi mentary ray,
or absent altogether (Trichiurus, Lepturacanthus); anal fin with short spinules which may not be
visible externally (Trichiurus); caudal fin small and forked or body tapering to a point
(Trichiurus). Scal es absent

Col our: general colour silvery, a little darker al ong back.

I ong dorsal fin

fang-like teeth
\énal fin reduced

or absent

finlets

SIM LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA

Genpyl i dae: soft dorsal and anal fins well defined, Genpyl us
the rays decreasing in height posteriorly and foll owed by
2 to 6 dorsal finlets (except in Epinnula)

Trachi pteridae: jaws short, wi thout |arge fangs, and caudal fin up-turned

Eel -l1i ke fishes (Miraenesocidae, etc.): body nore cylindrical, caudal fin rounded (not forked
or tapering), no spines in dorsal and anal fins



FAO Sheets

1 a. Caudal fin present, forked (Fig. 1)

2 a. Head profile rising smoothly to dorsa
fin origin, no bony crest present

TRI CHI URI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71

Key to Cenera

forked
caudal fin

(Fig. 2)
no crest

3 a. Spinous part of dorsal fin twce \

as long as soft part ................. Di pl ospi nus x/

. . [

3 b. Spinous part of dorsal fin about

equal to soft part or nuch shorter

4 a. Dorsal spines and rays 91 to

95, the spinous and soft parts Eig. 2

2 b. Head profile with prom nent crest (Fig. 3)

about equal in length ............. Aphanopus

4 b. Dorsal spines and rays nore
than 120, the soft part of
dorsal fin twice the length
of spinous part ................ Bent hodesnus

5 a. Head crest on nape only
(Fig. 3); area between

€yes CONCave ................. Lepi dopus Fig. 3
5 b. Head crest from snout to
dorsal fin origin (Fig. 4); crest
area between eyes convex J/ \\n
6 a. Body depth 12 to 13
times inits length .. Evoxymet opon @
o)
6 b. Body depth 20 to 28 \\ij§:>\
tinmes inits length ...... Assur ger
1 b. Caudal fin absent, body tapering to a point (Fig. 5) Fig. 4

no caudal fin

7 a. Pelvic fins :f?fEEEEEE==”””¢_——_h\\\\\\
present (wng- Eig. 5

l'i ke scal es)
| ower hind border
of gill cover

convex (Fig. 6)

8 a. Body depth

14 to 18
tinmes inits
length .. Eupl eurograrus

8 b. Body depth
20 to 24
times inits
length ...... Tentori ceps




FAO Sheets

Assur ger anzac

Bent hodesnus el ongat us
Bent hodesnus tenuis

Eupl eur ogr ammus

i nt er medi us

Eupl eur ogrammus nuti cus

TRI CHI URI DA

7 b. Pelvic fins absent
| ower hind margin of
gill cover concave
(Fig. 7)

9 a. Soft anal fin
rays buried in
skin; eye
di ameter 5 to
7 times in
head | ength

9 b. Soft anal fin
rays pungent
spi nul es; eye
di aneter 6 to
10 tinmes in

head length ...

Li st

Fi shing Areas 57,71

Tri chi urus

Lept ur acant hus

of Species occurring in the Area

(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)

Evoxynet opon taeni at us

Lepi dopus caudat us

Lept uracant hus saval a

TRI CH Eupl 1

Trichiurus |epturus

concave

Fig. 7

TRICH Lept 1

TRICH Trich 1



TRICH Eupl 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAMLY: TRI CH URI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Eupl eur ogranmus muticus (Gay, 1831)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Trichiurus muticus Gay, 1831

2

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Ml ayan hairtail
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body very elongate and strongly conpressed, ribbon-like, tapering to a point (tip sonetines
broken). Muth large, with fang-like teeth. Eye dianeter 6 to 8 tines in head |length; |ower hind
margin of gill cover convex. A single dorsal fin, with 3 spines and 143 to 147 soft rays, running
from behi nd head al nost to end of body; pectoral fins about as |ong as snout; pelvic fins present
but reduced to wing-like scales; anal fin reduced to separate spines, which are buried in flesh in
| arger specinens, anal fin origin lying beneath 41st to 43rd soft dorsal rays; caudal fin absent.

Col our: (fresh) steely blue with nmetallic reflections; (dead) silvery grey.

DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Eupl eur ogrammus intermedius: anal fin origin below 33rd to
37th soft dorsal fin rays (below 41st to 43rd in E nuticus);
al so, dorsal fin with 123 to 131 soft rays (143 to 147 in \
E. nuticus).

crest

Trichiurus lepturus: lower hind margin of gill cover ’ @
concave and pelvic fins absent; also, eye larger (5 to 7
times in head length; 6 to 8 tinmes in E. nuticus).

<

Trichiurus concave



caudal fin
forked

Lept uracant hus saval a: pelvic fins absent, but soft
anal fin rays visible, not buried in skin; also, |ower
hind nargin of gill cover concave.

O her trichiurid fishes: small forked caudal fin
present.

Evoxynet opon
Assur ger

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 100 cm
common: 60 to 90 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Most of northern part of area, but
not southward to Australia.

Bottomliving as well as pelagic.
Cccurs to depths of at |least 100 m

Feeds on crustaceans and fi shes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters, to depths of 100 m

CATCHES, MAI'N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics for this species are reported fromthe Philippines only (1972: 400 tons).
Caught mainly with bottomtrawls, handlines, gill nets and traps.

Marketed nmainly fresh; also dried-salted or prepared as fish balls.



TRICH Lept 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

FAM LY: TRI CHI URI DAE

Lepturacant hus saval a (Cuvier, 1829)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Trichiurus savala Cuvier, 1829
Trichiurus armatus Gay, 1831

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Snall head hairtail
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body very elongate and strongly conpressed, ribbon-like, tapering to a point (tip sonetines
broken). Muth large, with fang-like teeth. Eye dianmeter 6 to 10 tines in head | ength. Lower
hind margin of gill cover concave. A single dorsal fin, running from behind head al nost to end
of body; pectoral fins a little shorter than snout |ength; pelvic fins absent; anal fin reduced
to a series of separate spines, but not buried in skin; caudal fin absent. Lateral |ine nearer to

ventral profile than to dorsal profile.

Col our: (fresh) steely blue with metallic reflections; (dead) silvery grey.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Trichiurus lepturus: soft anal fin rays not
visible, buried in skin; also, eye larger (5 to
7 times in head length; 6 to 10 times in
L. savala). caudal fin forked

Eupl eur ogr anmus species: pelvic fins present
(as reduced wing-like scales); also, |ower hind

margin of gill cover convex. &—\\
O her trichiurid species: small forked \
caudal fin present. Evoxyrmet opon Eupl eur ogr ammus convex
Assur ger
S| ZE:

Maxi mum 100 cm
conmon: 70 to 80 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON' AND BEHAVI OUR:

Northern part of area and sout hward
to Queensl and and north-western Australia.

Bottomliving as well as pel agic.

Feeds on crustaceans, cephal opods
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters and traw i ng grounds,
down to 100 m

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s, handlines, gill nets and traps.

Marketed nostly fresh, also dried-salted or prepared as fish balls.



TRICH Trich 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: TRI CHI URI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. QCcean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Trichiurus |epturus Linnaeus, 1758

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Trichiurus haunela (Forsskal, 1775)
Trichiurus japonicus Tenm nck & Schl egel, 1844

Trichiurus |ajor Bleeker, 1854

i

“

=N

S

VERNACULAR NAMES
FAQ En - Largehead hairtai
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body very elongate and strongly conpressed, ribbon-tike, tapering to a point (tip sonmetinmnes
broken). Muuth large, with fang-like teeth. Eye diameter 5 to 7 tines in head length; tower hind

margin of gill cover concave. A single dorsal fin running from behind head al nost to end of body;
pectoral fins about as long as snout; pelvic fins absent; anal fin reduced to separate spines
which are buried in flesh in larger fish; caudal fin absent. Lateral |ine nearer to ventra

profile than to dorsal profile.

Colour: (fresh) steely blue with metallic reflections; (dead) silvery grey.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Lepturacant hus saval a: soft anal fin rays
visible, not buried in skin; also, eye snaller
(6 to 10 times in head length; 5 to 7 times in
T. I epturus).

. . . caudal fin
Eupl eur ogranus speci es: pelvic fins present for ked ' @
(as reduced wi ng-like scales); also, |ower hind
margin of gill cover convex. \
O her trichiurid fishes: small forked caudal \
fin present. Evoxymnet opon
Assur ger Eupl eur ogr anmus convex

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 110 cm
conmon: 70 to 90 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON' AND BEHAVI OUR:

Mbst of northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensl and (perhaps al so
western Australia); also, westward to
Africa and northward to Japan.

Both bottomliving and pel agi c.
Qccurs to depths of at least 100 m
but usually shallower. Enters
estuaries and may be found in
extrenely shal |l ow water.

Feeds on crustaceans, cephal opods
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters and traw i ng grounds,
down to 100 m

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
The total reported catch in 1972 was:
area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): 15 500 tons (Bangla Desh: 2 500 tons; India: 13 000 tons)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 12 300 tons (Malaysia: 1 200 tons; Philippines:
11 100 tons)

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s, handlines, gill nets and traps.

Marketed mainly fresh; also dried-salted or prepared as fish balls.
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