who are not able
to get adequate food on their own. Authorities can be
held responsible by citizens for what they do or do not
do to ensure the right to food for all of their people.

India is the second
most populated country in the world. In the last century, a
"green revolution” helped India recover from a great famine
and changed it into a leading nation in the fields of agriculture
and technology.
live on less than two
US dollars a day.
over 220 million people, are
hungry. Malnutrition affects nearly half of the children under
five years old.

three out of four rural families lack tap water and toilet
facilities and half of all rural women are unable to read and write.
recognizes the right to life and establishes the duty of
government to raise the level of nutrition of its people.

People were going hungry
while about fifty million tonnes of grain were stored in public granaries across the country.
The Supreme Court of India responded to this by directing state governments to provide
every child who goes to government primary school with a nutritious, cooked meal.

we made our voices heard when we needed
food.

governments can do to help people who need
food but are too poor to buy or grow it themselves.

school lunches help us to be healthier and study

better.



IN THE CAFITAL OF INGLA, NEW DELHI, THREE
COMCERMNED CITIZENS VISIT A MINLSTRY.

Good morning. How
can I help you?

Of course, We would like to, but our hands
hinhmidwhﬁnd:m;l are tied by debts. However, we
ave maney for wide ¢ rice, and oil
of our needs - roads, hogpitals, Pre fora
schools, pensions - so we have

to choose, These choices are

right to food: the right of every man, woman and child to always have enough food for a healthy
and active life

debt: money owed to another person or organisation
ration shop: a shop sponsored by the government where poor people can buy goods at a low price



THE GROUP TAKES A BUS FROM THE CAPITAL TO
THEIR HOME TOWMNL AS THEY (ROSS THE STATE THEY
SEE POOR AND HUNGRY PEOPLE BEGGIMNG FOR FOOD.

Our people should be
free from hunger. It is their
fundamental right. The state must
. ensure, as a minimum, that pecple

is unacceptable that
our pecple continue to go hungry! We
must stop talking and action Let's
go to the highest authorities,

I cannct of fer you anything.
There is nothing left except
a little bit of grain.

MOMNTHS LATER AMD AFTER
MANY LEGAL STEPS., A

HEART MG EEE-II'-IE_:I:I'«I THE right to food is a

fundamental right

of all Indian citizens,
=y The State must protect
Tk this right and ensure
This htm is about the that all & have
right to and the right access to . We

demand that the

to life. Please proc eountry's food stocks

fundamental right: a basic right which everyone should have
namaste: a greeting in India

Supreme Court: the highest court of justice in a country
access to food: always being able to buy or grow enough food




SOME TIME LATER THE JUDGE

out, old people will receive
Ec.-uim: babies, malnaurished
ildren and adolescent girls will

be given the food
Pregnant m:n mdr::ﬁmu: will

e

‘D

A MOMNTH LATER...

Wow!
The decision of the

ORDE To start with, the States
READS OUT THE R are to provide every child
The Supreme attending primary school with a
Court directs the States fo mhndn].:_a]mh school day for
put to action a number of a minimum of 200 days
o reduce a year..
" funger in India
= AL
[ i
1 [ ! 1
If it is carried 295 kilos of grain

per month will be distributed to poor
families. m meals ?iN p':mr

primary s Idren from hunger
and bring more of them to schools

You know, not all states

‘We should not
rest until there is no

mare hunger in our country.
Let us announce the MNational

are cbeying the Court order.
bires hood mﬂmh:ﬂtd
Serving sc P
answer for this vialation
of the law.

FTIDDAY g,

the deman for

& school meals!
P = ey
fF 0
0
]

allowance: a sum of money given to a person regularly



In the Name of the Law

IM A VILLAGE IM THE SOUTH OF IMDIA A FAMILY IS
HAVING A SIMPLE DINMER. THEY ARE POOR AMD
CAN OMLY AFFORD ONE MEAL A DAY,

Your mum is a
good cook and she uses
all the tasty spices.

'iqrt_luﬂrtmhﬁ'ms
is is a good way for us to

learn about f and help

-.And now news about the
Supreme Court's decision
on the right to food.

Wait, please, Kaushi

T
J@,. i’» :

&
/R
ﬂgw} =

vitamin: substance found in small quantities in food and essential for the health and normal
working of the body
medicinal: a food or substance which can be used as medicine




El
Well, are
ucky, :huldnmu Mot &
gtate hast introduced schoal
meals 20 far, Millions of
children do not get
them yet...

11/

teld me you are
much better in school,
Well done!

Before it was dif ficult
to concentrate

think it is right that
school mow that meals are *Mh u;ﬁnw
being provided. ¥ '

Two new girls

They said their

Still, I do not

dalit: the name for the lowest caste of people in India

discrimination: when people are treated unfairly because of their race, religion, colour,

sex or origin

th that? T iswwhnrg
with that? Times are ¢ ing,
no ane is considered unclean
any mere. Discrimination
is no longer happening
in India.

Forturately, ours has,
I feel calmer, knowing that the
school fakes care of both
education and meals, And it is
easier to send the kids of f to
school in the morning.







, L hope they
will go on with the meals. It is so
important for poor le, especially

peop
widows like me, to lnow that their
sehao

& report on
the schoal meals
just now?

eiti 0
to what my children get

L5

oy
You know, we became \\S
$0 poor af ter my husband's death_. -
Even with the school meals my children
are thin because they do not alwe

get encugh to eaf.

days the school meal is
the onty meal my

children have.




Our whole village

school building!

d to think that our
children have their hot meals
thanks to the right to food
campaigrl Remember that Action
Day? aplu took to the streets

all over the country.

participated. It was
a great idea to serve meals
_ 1o our kids in front of the

—

the attention of
these events,

Griliren

to wark earn the
money needed to buy our
own food. Then we w?l

rest of their lives. One
they will finish school.

be able to
enough food for *rms

their families? Will




Think about our world

[So, what do YOU Think?]

x

Have you
thought about...

why Gayatri and Kaushik study better now that they get a meal
at school?

what governments can do to help hungry people?

what the courts, the public and the press can do to ensure
everyone's right to food?

Is it fair that...

hungry people have to beg for food?
many children have to go to school hungry?

people are treated differently because of their race, religion, sex,
origin or income?

Everyone can do something

| Choose a problem in your community that you find
unacceptable and do something to change it.
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