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The International Rice Commission (IRC), which
works within the framework of FAO, was established
on 4 January 1949 with the object of promoting
national and international action in respect of
production, conservation, distribution and
consumption of rice. Matters relating to trade are
outside the purview of the Commission.
Membership of the Commission is open to all FAO
Member Nations and Associate Members who accept
the constitution of the IRC. The present membership
of the Commission is 62 and represents all the rice-
growing regions of the world.
The Commission keeps under review the scientific,
technical and economic problems relating to rice,
encourages and coordinates research, organizes
(where necessary) cooperative projects and reports to
the member countries and the Director-General of
FAO on appropriate action to be taken in furthering its
objectives.

La Commission internationale du riz (CIR), qui opère
dans le cadre de la FAO, a été créée le 4 janvier 1949
afin de promouvoir des actions nationales et
internationales en matière de production, de
conservation, de distribution et de consommation du
riz. Les questions de commerce ne sont pas de son
ressort.
La Commission est ouverte à tous les États Membres
et Membres associés de la FAO qui acceptent son acte
constitutif. Elle compte actuellement 62 membres
représentant toutes les régions rizicoles du monde.
La Commission traite des problèmes scientifiques,
techniques et économiques relatifs au riz. Elle
encourage et coordonne les recherches, organise le
cas échéant des projets coopératifs et fait rapport aux
États Membres ainsi qu’au Directeur général de la
FAO sur les mesures à prendre pour réaliser ses
objectifs.

La Comisión Internacional del Arroz (CIA) se creó,
dentro del marco de la FAO, el 4 de enero de 1949.
Su objeto es promover la actividad nacional e
internacional en el campo de la producción, la
conservación, la distribución y el consumo de arroz.
Las cuestiones de comercio quedan fuera de su
ámbito de acción.
Pueden ser miembros de ella todos los Estados
Miembros y Miembros Asociados de la FAO que
acepten la constitución de la Comisión. En la
actualidad cuenta 62 miembros, que representan todas
las regiones arroceras del mundo.
La Comisión sigue de cerca todos los problemas
científicos, técnicos y económicos relativos al arroz,
fomenta y coordina las investigaciones, organiza en
caso necesario proyectos cooperativos, e informa a
los Estados Miembros y al Director General de la
FAO sobre las medidas que son necesarias para
facilitar el logro de sus objetivos.

Articles are in English with summaries in French and
Spanish.
Les articles sont en anglais avec des résumés en
français et espagnol.
Los artículos son en inglés con resúmenes en francés
y español.
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Preface

It is with pleasure that I announce the acceptance of the
Constitution of the International Rice Commission by the
People’s Republic of China as of 31 July 2007, the date
of receipt of the instrument of acceptance by the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations. The Constitution of the International Rice
Commission (IRC), which was approved in principle by
the FAO Council in April 1948, was formally approved
by the FAO Conference at its Fourth Session (November
1948). In accordance with Article IX (now XIV), the
Constitution of the Commission came into force on
4 January 1949. The Constitution was registered with the
Secretariat of the United Nations on 24 January 1952
under No. 1613. Amendments were approved by the
Conference at its Eleventh Session (November 1961).
At a Special Session (November 1973), the IRC adopted
further amendments to its Constitution, which were
approved by the FAO Council at its Sixty-second Session
(November 1973). The amendments referred to in this
paragraph entered into force for all parties to the
Constitution; the list of parties may be consulted at: http:/
/www.fao.org/Legal/treaties/002s-e.htm.

The People’s Republic of China is both the world’s
largest rice producer and the world’s largest rice
consumer. In 2005, it produced about 182 million tonnes
of paddy rice (about 29 percent of world rice output),
while it consumed about 150 million tonnes of paddy
equivalent (about 28 percent of world rice consumption).

Before joining the Commission, the People’s Republic
of China had already contributed a number of
technologies – in particular hybrid rice – to support
sustainable rice production for world food security.
Therefore, the participation of the People’s Republic of
China in the International Rice Commission is significant
and it will strengthen the capacity of the Commission in
attaining its objectives, which are to promote national
and international action with respect to production,
conservation, distribution and consumption of rice.

Sustainable rice production for food security faces a
number of constraints and challenges. On the one hand,
the population continues to grow steadily, while on the
other, water and land resources are increasingly limited.
In addition, global climate change and the increased
demand for bioenergy and livestock feed place new
pressures and constraints on global rice production.

In line with the efforts to disseminate information on
rice and related topics, Volume 56 of the International
Rice Commission Newsletter contains information on the
current situation of the world rice market, the performance
of rice production and the challenges faced in the 2000–
10 decade, and the technical options for enhanced
sustainable rice production. It also provides an insight
into the orientation and technical development of rice
programmes in selected member countries and recent
international and regional initiatives to support sustainable
rice production.

Shivaji Pandey
Chairperson

FAO Steering Committee
International Rice Commission




