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During the first half of the 1990s, in response to the increasing concern about many of 
the world’s fisheries and following the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED), a number of international fisheries instruments provided an 
impetus for countries to strengthen their fisheries management. A key step in supporting 
such efforts is the development of more detailed, systematic and comparable information 
on fisheries environments and management trends. The State of World Marine Capture 
Fisheries Management Questionnaire was developed by FAO in 2004 to help meet this 
need. The results have been grouped by region and are reported in this publication. 
More than a decade later, we are able to look back to see how countries responded, 

to examine whether more fisheries are managed and to determine whether the 
management tools and strategies employed have improved the overall situation in 

marine capture fisheries. Trends in legal and administrative frameworks, management 
regimes and status of marine capture fisheries are analysed for 29 countries in the 
Pacific Ocean and presented in this report and on the accompanying CD-ROM as 

an easy-to-read and informative reference for policy decision-makers, fishery 
managers and stakeholders.
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Preparation of this document

This document was prepared as part of the on-going activities of the FAO Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Department in the monitoring and analysis of emerging issues with 
implications for fisheries and aquaculture at global, regional, and national levels. This paper 
provides subregional reviews and, on a separate CD-ROM, inventories and describes the 
trends in legal and administrative frameworks, management regimes, and status of marine 
capture fisheries for twenty-nine countries in the Pacific Ocean; its purpose is to serve as 
an easy-to-read and informative reference for policy decision-makers, fishery managers and 
stakeholders.

The editor is indebted to Ms Rebecca Metzner of the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Economics and Policy Division, for her essential contribution in drafting the questionnaire 
that was used to collect key information contained in the review. Much gratitude is due 
to the review authors, who faced an enormous task and who showed equally enormous 
patience with the editor. Ms Indra Gondowarsito and Ms Giovanna Martone were 
instrumental to the smooth day-to-day operations and the preparation of this document 
for publication. Ms Barbara Hall assisted in editing the sub-regional review and Ms Chrissi 
Redfern prepared the document for publication. Lastly, the editor would like to thank 
Mr Ulf Wijkstrom, former Chief of the FAO Fishery Development Planning Service, for 
providing the initiative for these reviews and Jean-François Pulvenis de Séligny, Director 
of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Economics and Policy Division, for providing the means 
to complete these reviews.
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Abstract

During the first half of the 1990s, in response to the increasing concern about many of 
the world’s fisheries and following the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED), a number of international fisheries instruments provided an 
impetus for countries to strengthen their fisheries management. A key step in supporting 
such efforts is the development of more detailed, systematic and comparable information 
on fisheries environments and management trends. The State of World Marine Capture 
Fisheries Management Questionnaire was developed by FAO in 2004 to help meet this 
need. The results for the Pacific Ocean have been grouped by region and reported in this 
publication. Today, we are able to look back to see how countries responded, to examine 
whether more fisheries are managed, and to determine whether the management tools and 
strategies employed have improved the overall situation in marine capture fisheries. Trends 
in legal and administrative frameworks, management regimes and status of marine capture 
fisheries are analysed for twenty-nine countries in the Pacific Ocean and presented in this 
report and on the accompanying CD-ROM as an easy-to-read and informative reference 
for policy decision-makers, fishery managers and stakeholders.

De Young, C. (ed.)
Review of the state of world marine capture fisheries management: Pacific Ocean.
FAO Fisheries Technical Paper.  No. 488/1.  Rome, FAO.  2007. 170p.
Includes a CD-ROM.
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