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NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM
FAO’S NON-WOOD FOREST
PRODUCTS PROGRAMME

Non-Wood Forest Products series

World bamboo resources. A thematic
study prepared in the framework of the
Global Forest Resources Assessment
2005. Non-Wood Forest Products
series, 18. This study is a joint
FAO/INBAR initiative to incorporate
bamboo into the FAO Global Forest
Resources Assessment programme. It
was undertaken as one of seven
thematic studies within the forest
resources assessment 2005 process
and is a first attempt at systematic
reporting of the best available
information on bamboo resources and
utilization at the global level.  

A total of 22 countries responded to
the FAO/INBAR call for information and
submitted national reports. Although
data availability and quality are often
weak, the main value of the study is
that it has established a systematic
methodology and has launched the
most comprehensive assessment of
global bamboo resources to date. 

Copies of this publication can be
purchased from FAO’s Sales and
Marketing Group at publications-
sales@fao.org. An electronic version is
available from FAO’s NWFP home
page: www.fao.org/docrep/010/
a1243e/a1243e00.htm
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Forest harvesting case study on NWFPs in the
Congo Basin  
A new case study produced by FAO’s Forest
Products Service – The impact of timber
harvesting on the availability of non-wood
forest products in the Congo Basin (Forest
Harvesting Case Study 23) – seeks to
examine the impact of timber harvesting in
two villages, one in Cameroon and one in the
Central African Republic. It documents many
plant-based and animal-based NWFPs of
great significance to the livelihoods of the
local populations in terms of food security,
income generation and health.

With regard to the impact of logging on
NWFP availability, the study finds that the
greatest impacts have been on tree species
with NWFP values that are extracted by the
timber companies. Timber exploitation also
leads to the destruction of secondary trees
and understorey species that furnish
NWFPs. Damage is associated with tree falls
and the passage of heavy machines that also
destroy NWFPs. Apart from a few NWFPs
that benefit from logging-induced
microclimate changes at the forest floor,
most plant-based NWFPs decrease in
availability following logging. With regard to
the availability of animal-based NWFPs, the
overall trend is also one of decline after
logging.

The forest of the Congo Basin is a major
economic asset for national governments,
local communities and economic operators.
With the drive towards sustainable forest
management, it would be ethical to take into
consideration all stakeholders in designing
policy, management and control tools that
minimize the negative impacts of logging and
encourage multiple benefits from a greater
array of forest products. The study offers
recommendations on policies governing
forest exploitation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:     
Ms Simmone Rose, Forestry Officer, Forest
Products Service, FAO, Viale delle Terme di
Caracalla, Rome 00153, Italy. 
E-mail: simmone.rose@fao.org;

www.fao.org/forestry/site/harvesting/en/

The things I want to know are in
books; my best friend is the man who’ll
get me a book I ain’t read.

Abraham Lincoln

NWFP Working Documents 
The following three publications have
been added to our NWFP Working
Documents series.    

• No. 4. Les perspectives de la
certification des produits forestiers
non ligneux en Afrique Centrale

• No. 5. Gestion des ressources
naturelles fournissant les produits
forestiers non ligneux alimentaires
en Afrique Centrale

• No. 6. Trade measures – tools to
promote the sustainable use of
NWFP? An assessment of trade-
related instruments influencing the
international trade in non-wood
forest products and associated
management and livelihood
strategies. 

Working Documents 4 and 5 were
produced by FAO’s NWFP regional project
GCP/RAF/398/GER “Enhancing the
contribution of non-wood forest products
to food security in Central Africa”.

Electronic versions of these documents
are available from our NWFP home page
www.fao.org/forestry/site/40716/en. Hard
copies are available free of charge from
FAO’s NWFP Programme at the address
on the first page or by sending an e-mail
to: non-wood-news@fao.org

Pipeline publications 
A new publication in our NWFP Working
Document series – The role of CITES in
controlling the international trade in
forest products: implications for
sustainable forest management – is being
finalized and will be available shortly.

Plants visited by bees and other useful
plants of Umalila, southern Tanzania

In his book, Paul Latham provides
information on 188 plants in Umalila in
the Mbeye district of the United
Republic of Tanzania. A forage chart
indicates the months when bees collect
pollen and/or nectar. Plants are listed
alphabetically and, in addition to
photographs, details of their botanical,
vernacular and common names are
given, together with brief descriptions.
The distribution, uses and the
propagation and management of
selected plants are also provided where
appropriate. (Please see page 59 for an
extract from this book.)  �
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