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Annex 3: Plenary presentations and statements (Monday 3 March) 

Annex 3.1: Opening remarks 
Mr Jan Heino 
Assistant Director-General 
Forestry Department 

Mr Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Permanent Representatives to the FAO, Dear participants, 
colleagues, Good morning! 

It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you all to FAO and to this Technical Meeting of the 
National Correspondents to the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010.  I am very pleased to 
see so many familiar faces, but above all to see so many new ones.  I hope to be able to talk with 
many of you during the week ahead of us. 

No doubt, all of us in this meeting have high expectations of the world’s forests.  For us forests are 
important for a number of reasons.  They are to provide raw materials and energy, maintain 
biological diversity, mitigate climate change, protect land and water resources, provide 
recreational facilities, improve air quality and help alleviate poverty.  

At the same time, forests are affected by fire, air pollution, pest and invasive species – and are the 
primary targets in many countries for agricultural and urban expansion.  Competing interests in the 
benefits offered by forest resources and forest lands are omnipresent and the need for a sound basis 
for analysis and conflict resolution has never been greater.  

This requires on-going monitoring and assessment of trends that can measure progress in 
protecting, conserving and using forest resources in a wise and sustainable manner.  FAO’s 
Member Countries have entrusted the Forestry Department with the organization and promotion of 
this important task. 

This year FAO celebrates the 60th anniversary of the publication of the results of its first Global 
Forest Resources Assessment – the Forest Resources of the World. This survey, which was started 
in 1946, was based on a questionnaire sent to all countries of which 101 responded, representing  
66 percent of the world’s forests.  

As stated in the report, “a comprehensive inventory of the world’s forests requires a truly 
international approach, entailing international acceptance of definitions as well as concerted and 
sustained efforts to encourage completion of adequate surveys of those forested areas for which 
reliable data are lacking.”  I think we can all subscribe to these words today, 60 years later. 

The Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 - or FRA 2010 as we call it - will be the most 
comprehensive and reliable assessment yet. Most comprehensive because it will cover 235 
countries and territories and will provide the basis for reporting on progress towards: 

1.  The Millennium Development Goals; 
2.  The Convention of Biological Diversity’s target of achieving a “significant reduction of the 

current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level” by 2010; 
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3.  The Global Objectives on Forests of the Non-legally Binding Instrument on forests recently 
adopted by members of the United Nations Forum on Forests; and 

4.  The International Tropical Timber Organizations’ Objective 2000. 
It will also help countries report on land use and land use change for the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. 

It will be the most reliable assessment ever, thanks to advances in technology and expanding 
global communications and to stronger support from countries and forest-related organizations.  
Within FAO, FRA 2010 will indeed be a cross-divisional and cross-departmental effort. 

One of the innovative components of FRA 2010 is a new and ambitious global remote sensing 
survey which takes advantage of the latest technologies to provide better information on global 
forest change and the land uses that are replacing forests.  You will hear more about this later 
today and on Thursday. 

The support offered to FAO for FRA 2010 has been overwhelming.   

One hundred and seventy five countries have responded to our request to nominate a National 
Correspondent to FRA 2010.  I am very pleased to note that most of you, the National 
Correspondents, are here today. We have more than 220 registered participants from 165 countries 
and over 10 major forest-related organizations. This provides the FRA process with very strong 
links to countries and their national efforts to assess and monitor their forests and other wooded 
land.  

We are all very much aware that the requests for information keep increasing. FAO is making 
strong efforts to help harmonize forest-related reporting with other organizations to avoid 
duplication of efforts and to reduce the reporting burden on countries. You will hear more about 
these efforts later today and during the rest of the week. However, we are also fully aware that the 
task laying ahead for the National Correspondents is not an easy one and we very, very much 
appreciate the substantial efforts and contributions made by each and everyone of you.  

We recently completed a joint meeting of two of the FAO Regional Forestry Commissions: the 
Near East Forestry Commission and the African Forest and Wildlife Commission. One of the 
conclusions of this meeting was the following, and I quote: 

“The Commissions agreed to provide their national correspondents to FRA 2010 and their teams 
with the support they needed to prepare the country reports and to participate in the remote sensing 
survey and any special studies that may cover their countries.” 

I am sure the National Correspondents from these two regions are pleased to learn this. I hope we 
will receive similar commitments from the Heads of Forestry at the meetings of the remaining 
Regional Forestry Commissions this year. We, at FAO stand ready to provide any technical 
assistance needed to fulfil your important tasks. 

I would also like to extend our gratitude to the large number of forest-related organizations who 
have helped shape FRA 2010 and who will either help FAO implement FRA 2010, provide 
complementary data through their own efforts or help further disseminate the knowledge generated 
through this process.  In this respect, allow me to give recognition to the Expert Consultation held 
in Kotka, Finland in June 2006, to the many bilateral consultations and to the FRA Advisory 
group.   The FRA process is a truly international partnership of individuals, countries and 
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organizations. We express our gratitude to all of those participating in and contributing to this 
effort. 

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank for the extra-budgetary funding provided to help 
carry out FRA 2010. Special thanks go to Australia, Finland, NASA, EU, GEF, the German 
Aerospace Centre and ITTO. We hope that even more partners and donors will join this process.  

Colleagues, you have a challenging programme in front of you this week and over the next couple 
of years. However, I am personally convinced that given the strong support and the excellent 
collaboration which is already evident, FRA 2010 will be the best assessment ever. 

Thank you.  
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Annex 3.2: Objective of the meeting and Agenda 
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Annex 3.3: Statement from ITTO  

Executive Director, ITTO Technical Meeting of the National Correspondents to the 
Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 

Mr. Jan Heino, FAO colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

First of all, I very much regret not being able to present this statement in person to such an 
important meeting due to ITTO’s heavy workload. ITTO will be represented at this meeting 
later in the week but I sincerely apologize for not being present for the opening session. I 
appreciate the kind offer of our friends in the FAO Forestry Department to have a brief 
written statement read on my behalf during the opening session of your meeting. 

ITTO appreciates as much as anyone the huge amount of work that goes into the FRA and the 
importance to the global forest community of such a vital database on all types of forests. We 
have been users of the FRAs since ITTO came into existence in the late 1980s, and have been 
more closely involved in the process during the past decade as members of the FRA advisory 
group and (in a modest manner) as co-sponsors of some FRA related activities such as these 
meetings of national correspondents. We are pleased once again to be providing a small 
contribution to an FRA correspondents’ meeting and hope that ITTO can further increase its 
involvement in the FRA 2010 process over the next few years. 

The assessment of forests and forest management is a key issue in the global arena today. 
Fora like CBD, UNFCCC, UNFF (not to mention national governments and our own 
organizations) are all clamoring for better, more comprehensive information on forests to help 
them meet their assorted mandates. The international community has been seeking a key, core 
set of forestry information for assessing forests and their management for almost as long as 
ITTO has existed. The evolving FRA is helping to meet these and other international forest 
information needs. 

ITTO recently became familiar with the difficulties and costs involved in carrying out large-
scale forest surveys, having assessed the status of tropical forest management in 2005. We are 
pleased to see that the proposals for the data tables for FRA 2010 include criteria and aspects 
for assessing SFM used in the ITTO study which should allow for greater synergies. ITTO 
has been asked to carry out a second such assessment for 2010 and preliminary funds have 
been pledged for this in our 2008-2009 Work Programme. We believe that the most effective 
way to carry out this work is in close collaboration with FAO and the FRA, and we will be 
consulting closely with our colleagues in the Forestry Department and interested participants 
at this meeting to further develop areas for collaboration. 

ITTO and the FAO Forestry Department have developed an excellent collaborative 
relationship in recent years with a range of partnerships and cooperative activities that is too 
long to list here. A key factor in the establishment of this relationship has been the trust and 
goodwill that have built up at all levels of both Organizations. ITTO is extremely grateful to 
all of our colleagues in FAO for facilitating this, and to Mr. Jan Heino for actively promoting 
such collaboration.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to address this important meeting. I wish you every 
success over the next week. 
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Annex 3.4: The 2010 Biodiversity Target: CBD Indicators and FRA 2010 
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Annex 3.5: Reporting requirements of the LULUCF Sector under the 
UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol 
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Annex 3.6: Reporting on SFM implementation: Existing & potential 
linkages between UNFF and the FRA Process 
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Annex 3.7: UNECE and FRA: half a century of global-regional cooperation 
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Annex 3.8: Statement from IUCN to launch of FRA 2010 

 

IUCN welcomes this important and ambitious undertaking. 
FRA 2010 will provide forest and other land-use practitioners and policy makers at the 
national and international levels with invaluable information on the distribution and extent of 
forests and on changes in forest area over time at regional, biome and global levels.
We particularly welcome the extent to which countries have been involved in the design and 
carrying out of the FRA programme.
The network of national correspondents, which is being brought together in support of this 
initiative, will if maintained and strengthened carry benefits beyond the FRA programme 
itself.
IUCN also appreciates the efforts of the FRA programme to take account of and contribute to 
the harmonization of reporting on forests with other organizations, work on which the FAO 
has demonstrated leadership within a joint initiative of the Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests.
Also welcome is the attention being given to making the FRA as relevant and useful as 
possible to important forest policy arenas such as the CBD and the UNFF. 

IUCN looks forward to ongoing collaboration with the FAO and wishes the FAO and its 
many partners great success with this endeavour. 

Stewart Maginnis 
Head 
Forest Conservation Programme 
IUCN
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Annex 3.9: FRA 2010 and GEO 
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Annex 3.10: Overview of the FRA 2010 process 
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Annex 3.11: Introduction to the FRA 2010 Reporting Process 
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Annex 3.12: Methodology for country reporting 
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Annex 3.13: National Reporting Tables for FRA 2010 
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