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African swine fever is a very important disease of

pigs. It is caused by a virus, which is a microbe that

cannot be seen without special microscopes. 

This microbe attacks domestic and wild pigs, causing

great losses in pigs of all races, sexes and ages. It

does not affect other animal species or humans.
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OH! WHAT A LOT 
OF NICE PIGS! 
THIS IS A REAL 

FEAST! THIS IS THE
BEST THING THAT
COULD HAPPEN 
TO AN AFRICAN 
SWINE FEVER 

VIRUS!

THAT BLACK 
PIG IS MINE!

YUMMY!

I WANT THE
SPOTTED ONE!

I PREFER THE PIGLETS!

I’LL ATTACK THE 
FIRST ONE I FIND!



The disease can often kill all the pigs of a pig owner

and, by contagion, can even cause the death of

practically all the pigs in nearby villages.
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OH! WHAT A DISASTER! 
ALL MY PIGS HAVE DIED! 

WHAT SHALL I DO!



After being infected by the virus, pigs usually become

sick and die within a few days. 

Sometimes, pigs may die suddenly without any other

signs of disease.
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OH, NEIGHBOUR! 
THEY SAY IT IS A MICROBE, A CREATURE

THAT THE EYE CANNOT SEE, THAT IS
KILLING ALL OUR PIGS.

THEY WERE SO FIT. 
SO HAPPY. I MADE SOME
CROSSBREEDS TO HAVE
MORE MEAT. NOW I HAVE

LOST EVERYTHING!



The signs of disease will vary from one pig to another. 

The most common signs of disease are as follows:

• lack of appetite

• fever – the body temperature rises

• weakness

• difficulty in moving and sometimes staggering

as if drunk

• huddling together
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• vomiting blood 

• diarrhoea, sometimes with blood

• difficulty in breathing, abdominal respiration and

coughing

• abortion by pregnant sows

• red spots on the skin of white pigs
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Sometimes when pigs have been chronically infected

for a long time, their growth is stunted and they may

have swollen joints and wounds on the skin that persist

and do not seem to heal.
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