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Preamble

The Contracting Parties,

Convinced of the special nature of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, their
distinctive features and problems needing distinctive solutions;

Alarmed by the continuing erosion of these resources;

Cognizant that plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are a common concern of
all countries, in that all countries depend very largely on plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture that originated elsewhere;

Acknowledging that the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation
and documentation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are essential in
meeting the goals of the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food
Summit Plan of Action and for sustainable agricultural development for this and future
generations, and that the capacity of developing countries and countries with economies
in transition to undertake such tasks needs urgently to be reinforced;

Noting that the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture is an internationally agreed framework for
such activities;

Acknowledging further that plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are the raw
material indispensable for crop genetic improvement, whether by means of farmers’
selection, classical plant breeding or modern biotechnologies, and are essential in adapting
to unpredictable environmental changes and future human needs;

Affirming that the past, present and future contributions of farmers in all regions of the
world, particularly those in centres of origin and diversity, in conserving, improving and
making available these resources, is the basis of Farmers’ Rights;

Affirming also that the rights recognized in this Treaty to save, use, exchange and sell
farm-saved seed and other propagating material, and to participate in decision-making
regarding, and in the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from, the use of plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture, are fundamental to the realization of Farmers’
Rights, as well as the promotion of Farmers’ Rights at national and international levels;

Recognizing that this Treaty and other international agreements relevant to this Treaty
should be mutually supportive with a view to sustainable agriculture and food security;



Affirming that nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as implying in any way a change in
the rights and obligations of the Contracting Parties under other international agreements;

Understanding that the above recital is not intended to create a hierarchy between this
Treaty and other international agreements;

Aware that questions regarding the management of plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture are at the meeting point between agriculture, the environment and commerce,
and convinced that there should be synergy among these sectors;

Aware of their responsibility to past and future generations to conserve the World’s diversity
of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

Recognizing that, in the exercise of their sovereign rights over their plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture, states may mutually benefit from the creation of an effective
multilateral system for facilitated access to a negotiated selection of these resources and for
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from their use; and

Desiring to conclude an international agreement within the framework of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, hereinafter referred to as FAO, under
Article XIV of the FAO Constitution;

Have agreed as follows:
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