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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Table 42 – Land use and irrigation potential
ÿ The cultivable area for Israel, the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the United 

Arab Emirates was estimated as cultivated area. For Qatar it was estimated as the 
irrigation potential.
ÿ The cultivated areas for Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 

United Arab Emirates do not correspond to the FAOSTAT values because there 
is no rainfed cultivation, thus cultivated land is equal to the total water managed 
area or, if known, the actually irrigated area (Qatar and Saudi Arabia). 
ÿ The cultivated area for Yemen corresponds to the value provided by the national 

consultant because the FAOSTAT value is smaller than the total harvested 
irrigated crops area.
ÿ The cultivated area does not correspond to the year indicated in the column for 

Bahrain (2000), Kuwait (2003), Occupied Palestinian Territory (1998), Qatar 
(2004), United Arab Emirates (2003) and Yemen (2004).
ÿ The irrigation potential area for Israel, Oman, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab 

Republic, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen was estimated as equipped area, 
since there was no data available.
ÿ Figures on irrigation potential cannot be totalled due to possible double-counting 

of shared water resources.

Table 46 – Water withdrawals by source
ÿ Freshwater (Surface water + groundwater) for Iraq, Israel, the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory and the Syrian Arab Republic are unknown, however total 
freshwater has been estimated taking into account water withdrawal by sector.
ÿ Turkey’s surface water and groundwater refers to 2000 while total freshwater 

refers to 2003, and Azerbaijan surface water and groundwater refers to 2004 while 
total freshwater refers to 2005.

Table 49 – Full/partial control irrigation techniques
ÿ There is no data available for Iraq, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

thus these countries are not included in the totals.

Table 50 – Origin of full/partial control irrigation water
ÿ For Azerbaijan, Kuwait and Turkey surface water area + groundwater area + 

other sources of water area is not equal to the full/partial control irrigation area in 
Table 47 because it refers to different years.

Table 51 – Harvested irrigated crops on full/partial control areas
ÿ For Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Turkey, the 

harvested irrigated crops area, equipped area actually irrigated, or equipped full/
partial control irrigation area which are used for the calculation of cropping 
intensity refer to the same year (2003, 2004, 1999, 2000 and 2004 respectively). 
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Regional figures

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Figure 7 – Regional division of the world adopted by AQUASTAT
ÿ This is the regional division as given in FAO. 2003. Review of world water 

resources by country. Water Report 23. FAO, Rome. 110 pp.

Figure 18  – Annual freshwater withdrawal as percentage of total actual 
renewable water resources
ÿ Values over 100 percent indicate that more freshwater is withdrawn than the 

quantity annually renewed on a long-term basis, thus depleting the freshwater 
resources and using fossil groundwater. At country level, Kuwait has by far the 
highest value, 2 075 percent, meaning that large use is made of fossil groundwater. 
The United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia follow, with 1 867 percent and 
936 percent respectively. For Qatar, Bahrain, Gaza Strip and Yemen, the values 
are 381 percent, 206 percent, 173 percent and 161 percent respectively.
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