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A government agricultural extension officer showing a farmer how to care for the cassava plant Credit: FAO/J. Spaull
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This regional strategic programme framework, entitled “Cassava diseases in central, 
eastern and southern Africa” (CaCESA), has been prepared by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). It aims to assist countries affected by cassava 
pests and diseases. These are significantly affecting groups such as internally displaced 
persons (IDPs), returnees and the vulnerable whose food security is threatened. 

CaCESA is designed to assist vulnerable farm families in selected districts of 15 countries1 
in central, eastern and southern Africa. These countries are categorized in two groups:  
(i) countries already affected by the Ugandan variant of eastern Africa cassava mosaic 
virus (EACMV-Ug) and cassava brown streak virus (CBSV) diseases and where some 
mitigation activities are ongoing (Burundi, Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda); and (ii)  countries threatened by the spread 
and progress of cassava diseases (Angola, Central African Republic, Gabon, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe).  

The overall outcome of activities undertaken in the CaCESA initiative will be the improved 
production and productivity of cassava. The programme proposes five outputs relating 
to: 
�� supply of healthy cassava stems to vulnerable families;

�� wide and comprehensive awareness campaigns, sensitization and publicity; 

�� national and regional coordination of stakeholders in the cassava commodity 
value chain;

�� better cassava growing, processing and conservation practices; and

�� control and management of the spread of the disease, whether this is due to an 
insect vector  and/or spread of infected cassava stems.

These outputs require capacity building at different levels to enable their accomplishment. 
This will be achieved through activities implemented according to the situation on the 
ground and the strength of both the government and non-governmental organizations. 

Overall, some 17 activities are identified as options for implementation. The total 
combined budget for a full programme over five years (2010–2015) for the 15 countries 
is estimated at USD 112.5 million. Considerable contributions to the achievement of the 
five outputs are already being made by projects and in-kind contributions from some of 
the governments affected.  The programme framework complements existing projects 
and programmes and promotes common approaches to dealing with cassava pests and 
diseases in the region.

1 Countries included in the CaCESA framework: Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Gabon, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
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A cassava plant resistant to the African cassava mosaic virus Credit: FAO/G. Napolitano


