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APPENDIX II

A SUGGESTED CLASSIFICATION OF CONSUMER FOOD ITEMS

Code

Numberl/ Description

~ Food
Cereals and cereal products
Grains as whole grain, meal, flour (specify where
important: wheat, rice, rye, barley, oats, maize,
millet, sorghums, etc.) .
Pastas: macaroni, spaghetti, etc.
Commercially baked goods (specify where important:
bread and other baked goods)
Other cereals and cereal products (specify where
important)

Starches and starchy roots
Potatoes (specify form where important: fresh [old,
new], canned, dehydrated, flour, etc.)
Sweet potatoes (specify form where important: fresh,
flour, etc.)
Cassava (specify form where important: fresh, meal,
flour, etc.)
Other starchy roots (specify where important)
Starches, pure, dry (specify where important: wheat,
maize, rice, potato, cassava starches, sago, etc.)

Sugars and sweets
Sugars (specify where important: crude, refined, cane,
. beet, palm, coconut, maple, etc.)

Syrups and molasses (specify where important: molasses
of cane sugar, of sugar beet; cane juice; cane,
maple, corn, carob, grape, date syrups, etc.)

Honey (including honey on the comb, etc.)

Others (specify where important: jams, marmalades,
candy)

Pulses (dry)

Beans (specify where important: broad beans, kidney
beans, lima beans, mung beans, etc.)

Peas (specify where important: dry peas, lentils,
chick-peas, etc.)

Soybeans and soybean products (specify where important:
whole soybeans; soy sauce, soybean curd, paste,
milk, flour; etc.)
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Code

Number=/ Description

Nuts

Groundnuts (specify form where important: in shell,
shelled, salted, in butter, etc.)

Coconuts (specify form where important: mature nuts,
immature nuts, coconut milk, shredded coconut, etc.)

Other tree nuts (specify where important: almonds,
pistacios, cashew nuts, cashews, walnuts, pecans,
wild or unspecified, etc.)

Seeds
Seeds (specify where important: squash, watermelon,
sunflower, sesame, etc.)

Vegetables

Roots, bulbs and tubers (specify where important:
beets, carrots, kohlrabi, leeks, mature onions,
okra, parsnips, radishes, horseradish, salsify,
scorzonera, turnips, rutabaga, etc.)

Leafy vegetables (specify where important: bean
sprouts, beet greens, Brussels sprouts, cabbage,
cassava leaves, celery, chicory and endive, kale,
lettuce, mustard greens, okra leaves, parsely,
spinach, onion leaves, etc.)

Tomatoes (specify where important: fresh, canned, etc.)

Other vegetables, edible flowers,’stems

Fruits

Bananas and plantains

Citrus fruits (specify where important: grapefruit,
lemons, limes, oranges, etc.)

Fat-rich fruits (specify: olives, avocados, etc.)

Other fresh fruits (specify where important: apples,
pears, etc.)

Dried fruits (specify: dates, figs, raisins, etc.)

Meat and meat products, poultry and insects

Fresh and frozen meat (specify where important: beef,
veal, pork, mutton and lamb, goat, etc.)

Offal (specify where important: animal and part -
liver, kidney, brain, heart, sweetbread, etc.)

Meat products (specify where important: bacon, ham,
dried beef, dried pork, canned beef, canned pork,
etc.)

Insects (specify and distinguish at least between
adults and larvae)
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Code
Numbers/ Description

Eggs
Eggs (specify fresh, dried, frozen, etc.: hen, duck,

goose, turtle, etc.)

Fish and shellfish
Fish, fresh (specify and distinguish between fat fish
[salmon, trout, herring, mackerel, etc.] and low-fat
fish [cod, haddock, etc.])
Shellfish (specify: lobster, crawfish, crabs, shrimps,
oysters, clams, mussels, etc.)
Fish, salted, smoked or dried (specify fat-rich and
fat-poor)
Fish, canned (specify: in oil, not in oil, fat-rich and
fat-poor)
Shellfish, canned (specify: lobster, crawfish, crabs,
shrimps, oysters, clams, mussels, etc.)
Other aquatic animals (frogs, turtles, etc.)

Milk and dairy products (excluding butter)
"Milk, 1liquid, whole (specify: cow, goat, sheep,
buffalo, camel, etc.)
Milk, liquid, skim or buttermilk, partly skimmed

Cream (specify fat content)

Cheese (specify varieties: hard, soft, etc.)

Milk, processed (specify: evaporated, condensed ,
sweetened, dried, etc.)

Yogurt, other fermented milk and fresh milk products

Ice cream

0ils and fats

Vegetable oils and fats (specify: oils, hardened
shortening, etc.)

Animal fats (specify: butter, ghee, lard, etc.)

Marine oils (specify)

Mixed products of vegetable, animal or marine origin
(specify)

Other oil and fat products (specify: mayonnaise,
dressings, etc.)

Beverages

Alcoholic drinks (specify: beer, wine, spirits, etc.)
Canned or bottled soft drinks (specify)

Other beverages (specify: tea, coffee, etc.)
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Code
Numberl Description

Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous (specify: spices, salt, yeast, condi-
ments, etc.)

1/ When such commodity detail is necessary (see, for example, sections
5.3.12 and 5.3.14 for detail on prices and income and outlay,
respectively), the six-digit code should be expanded accordingly. A
similar Aapproach is required for machinery and equipment (section
5.3.8).
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GLOSSARY

DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR A NATIONAL INFORMATION SYSTEM
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

SYSTEM

A collection of objects or processes, called components, which interact
to perform a given function or functions.

MODEL

A system which is an abstraction of another system, called the reference
system.

INFORMATION

In general, knowledge used for a purpose: in particular, used to support
decision making.

DATA

The subset of information which encompasses quantitative and qualitative
measured facts.

INFORMATION SYSTEM

A dynamic process and an organization, with associated statistical and
analytical programmes, personnel, budgets and support services, whose
function is to provide information in support of decision making in a
specific subject area by a specific set of decision makers. The five
component processes include: (a) conceptualization, (b) operational
definition of concepts of the target world; (c) observation and measure-
ment of the target world; (d) interpretation and analysis; and
(e) decision making and implementation.

STATISTICAL PROGRAMME

The complex of government agencies, personnel, budgets, support services
and internal and external institutional linkages with primary responsi-
bility for (a) the observation and measurement component of the infor-
mation system, and (b) in concert with decision makers and the
analytical programme, conceptualization and the operational definition
of concepts; and secondary responsibility for (c) supporting the
analytical programme in statistical interpretation and analysis.
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ANALYTICAL PROGRAMME

The complex of government agencies and institutes, personnel, budgets,
support services and internal and external institutional linkages with
primary responsibility for (a) interpretation and analysis component of
the information system, and (b) in concert with decision makers and the
statistical programme, conceptualization and the operational definition
and redefinition of concepts; and secondary responsibility for (c)
supporting and supplementing the statistical programme in observation
and measurement through helping to identify data collection and data
processing needs and priorities.

SYSTEMS APPROACH

A formalized decision-making process, where (a) a decision must be made
among a set of feasible alternatives in order to achieve some objective;
and (b) the portion of the world relevant to that particular decision
problem is looked at as a system, and the decision options are
formulated as systems.

The process has the following stages: (1) observation, (2) problem
definition, (3) synthesis and analysis of options, (4) decision, (5)
implementation and (6) monitoring results. The process is (a) cyclic in
that the sixth stage is the same as the first stage of a new
decision-making cycle; (b) iterative in that earlier stages may be
repeated or redone based on information gained at later stages; and (c)
interactive in that the active involvement of and close interaction with
decision makers is a critical and essential element.

In the context of information for food and agricultural decision-making,
the systems approach is applied to (a) designing effective information
systems, and (b) defining policy issues and formulating and analysing
policy options.

NATIONAL INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

An information system operated by a national government to support
government, and possible private, decision makers responsible for what
that nation defines its domain of food and agriculture to be. This
information system does not generally satisfy all the information needs
of food and agricultural decision makers. Additional information is
typically needed from domains of other socio-economic sectors (including
political and national security domains).





