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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this 
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on 
the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
 The designations “developed” and “developing” economies are 
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a 
judgement about the stage reached by a particular country, country 
territory or area in the development process. 
 The views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations nor of their affiliated organization(s). 
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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The Legal Advice to Thailand Mission, 2000 [FISHCODE GCP/INT/648/NOR-SUB-PROJECT 
C4] arose from the recommendations contained in the report by Peter Flewwelling, FAO MCS 
Review: Thailand (January 12-24, 1999) and Blaise Kuemlangan, Preliminary Review of the 
Fisheries Legal Framework of Thailand (1999) which followed the FAO/FISHCODE Regional 
Workshop on Fisheries Monitoring, Control and Surveillance held in Malaysia in June/July 1998. 

The Legal Consultant Mr Ted L. McDorman conducted a First Mission to Thailand 
from April 1-23, 2000 and completing a Progress Report.  This was followed by the Legal 
Consultant, while in Victoria, Canada, preparing a Draft Fisheries Act during May, 2000 and 
submitting this to FAO Rome, FAO Bangkok and the Thai Department of Fisheries in early 
June 2000.  The Legal Consultant conducted a Second Mission to Thailand in two stages, the 
first being June 16-23 and the second being July 14 to August 5.  The Legal Consultant 
assisted in the organization and the conducting of a “legal review workshop” held at the Rose 
Garden, Nakornpathom Province, Thailand on August 1-3 (Report attached as Appendix 
Two).

The Final Report is composed of four Divisions.  Division One is Parts 1.0 and 2.0 - 
the Introduction and Background to the Thai Legal Mission.  Division Two is Parts 3.0 to 6.0 
which is the background to Thai fisheries, the 1947 Fisheries Act and the administration of 
fisheries in Thailand.  Division Three (Parts 7.0 to 28.0) deals with the detail of the Draft 
Fisheries Act.  Division Four is the Draft Fisheries Act itself which contains Sixteen chapters 
and 146 sections. 

 In the preparation of the Draft Fisheries Act, valuable assistance by way of detailed 
comments were provided by Peter Flewwelling and Blaise Kuemlangan.  Besides the valuable 
detailed comments provided on an informal basis, Peter Flewwelling prepared an MCS 
Advisor Report respecting the Department of Fisheries/FAO Legal Workshop of August 
2000.

Distribution: 
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Thai Department of Fisheries 

FAO and UNDP offices in Thailand 

Participants at Legal Workshop 

FAO FI Department 

FAO Legal Department 

Norway 

Author 



iv

The Contractor 

This report was done by Associate Professor Ted L. McDorman, Faculty of 
Law, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, CANADA (e-mail  
TLMCDORM@UVIC.CA, FAX 1-250-721-8146, TEL 1-250-721-8181). 

This report is the culmination of the third project undertaken for FAO-Rome 
by Professor McDorman.  In 1990-91, Professor McDorman undertook a 
mission to Myanmar which involved drafting a new fisheries law.  The second 
project involved two 1997 missions to the South Pacific and the preparation of 
a detailed report and participation in a workshop on Seafood Safety Standards.  
Professor McDorman has also been engaged to undertake consulting contracts 
respecting ocean law and policy, international trade law and constitutional 
matters for various governments and non-governmental organizations. 

Academically, Professor McDorman has over seventy-five publication credits 
regarding Southeast Asian ocean law and politics, international trade law, 
fisheries law and Canadian oceans policy.  Since 1999, he has been editor-in-
chief of Ocean Development and International Law, The Journal of Marine 
Affairs.

McDorman, T. L., Final report on legal advice to Thailand. FAO/FISHCODE 
Project, GCP/INT/648/NOR: Field Report C-4 (En): 174p. Rome, FAO, 2000. 

ABSTRACT 

The Final Report is composed of four Divisions.  Division One is Parts 1.0 and 
2.0 - the Introduction and Background to the Thai Legal Mission.  Division 
Two is Parts 3.0 to 6.0 which is the background to Thai fisheries, the 1947 
Fisheries Act and the administration of fisheries in Thailand.  Division Three 
(Parts 7.0 to 28.0) deals with the detail of the Draft Fisheries Act.  Division 
Four is the Draft Fisheries Act itself which contains Sixteen chapters and 146 
sections. 
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