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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

PERSPECTIVES OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE IN THE REGION: HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE FORESTRY OUTLOOK STUDY FOR AFRICA (FOSA)

1. The Commission acknowledged the beneficial trend of decentralization, community
participation and informal production and trade, and recommended that appropriate policies and
actions be taken to revitalize forest administrations so that they can deliver their crucial supervisory
and regulatory role (para. 9).

2. The dual role of forests and trees as ecological, social and economic resources was also noted.
The meeting therefore recommended that both functions be considered and called upon FAO, the
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), the
African Timber Organization (ATO) and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in particular
through the African Forest Research Network (AFORNET), to develop methodologies and case
studies on assessment and enable valuation of economic and environmental services of forests in the
African context (para. 10).

3. Given the weight of the informal sector in the national economies of most African countries,
the Commission recommended that Government policies should provide an enabling environment to
improve and further integrate it into the economic fabric (para. 11).

4, The Commission welcomed the presence of a number of female African foresters among
delegates, as well as the Network of African Women for Sustainable Development (REFFAD). It
recommended that FAO and other international organizations assist countries to strengthen the place
and role of women in forestry in the region (para. 12).

REVIEW OF FAO REGULAR AND FIELD PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING FOLLOW-UP
TO THE REQUESTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 13™ SESSION OF THE
COMMISSION

5. The Commission recognized the particular importance of forestry and forest resources in Low
Forest Cover Countries in Africa, most of which being also low-income and food-deficit countries. It
was therefore recommended that governments of LFCCs, with support from the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO, should strengthen the LFCC Secretariat and the active
participation of its member countries (para. 17).

6. The Commission recommended that strategies and resources to raise the quality, relevance
and resources of forestry education and research be developed and implemented at national, sub-
regional and regional levels (para. 18).

REPORT OF THE 15™ SESSION OF THE WORKING PARTY ON THE MANAGEMENT
OF WILDLIFE AND PROTECTED AREAS

7. The Commission endorsed the report of the Working Party and in particular the
recommendations requesting (para. 21):

i.  FAO to assist affected countries to develop common strategies and approaches to deal more
efficiently with transboundary movements of wildlife;
ii.  FAO and other relevant institutions to continue support efforts on breeding wild species for
food;
iii.  TCDC on the management of wildlife and protected areas to be encouraged and supported by
FAO and other relevant international and bilateral organizations;
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iv.  That conflicts between human populations and wild animals be further addressed with
assistance by FAO and other partners and that the issue be the subject of the next in-session
seminar.

v.  FAO to take appropriate measures for effectively implementing the Commission’s long-
standing request to establish a Wildlife Officer’s post at the Regional Office for Africa.

REGIONAL AND SUB-REGIONAL FORESTRY COOPERATION, INCLUDING TRADE OF
FOREST PRODUCTS

8. The Commission recommended that intersessional activities on both forestry and wildlife
issues be formally planned and held to deliver on recommendations and advance the overall work of
the Commission. It further recommended that FAO, through the Commission and other partners,
provide more support for the participation and a preparation of articulate positions of African
delegations to major forest-related meetings (para. 24).

9. The Commission recommended that regional and sub-regional organizations, especially the
economic communities, be sensitized and supported in their efforts to strengthen collaboration among
them and with international partners such as FAO in identifying options and products for inter-African
exchange (para. 25).

10. The Commission recommended that a further identification of progress (e. g. the search of
excellence exercise in sustainable forest management), and that monitoring of follow-up and
implementation are done on major issues, including i. a. on criteria and indicators for sustainable
forest management, certification processes in Africa, and reduced impact logging (para. 26).

11. The Commission recommended that FAO update, expand and share the compendium of
organizations that fund forestry development which was prepared for its Tenth session (para. 27).

Information Note on Regional Cooperation on Forests Fire Issues

12. The Commission recommended further dissemination of the outcomes of the International
Wildland Fire Summit and urged countries to incorporate them in their forest fire management policies
and programmes (para. 28).

13. The Commission recommended that countries, FAO and other partner organizations support
the economic valuation of damages of various nature caused by fires through i. a. appropriate case
studies, and thus help increase awareness of the need and political commitment to combat them
(para. 29).

14. The Commission recommended that FAO continue to support cooperation in forest fire and in
particular proceed with the completion of its programme and convene a ministerial meeting on forests,
including forest fires, in connection with the Seventeenth session of the Committee on Forestry
(COFO) in 2005 (para. 30).

Report of the FAO Regional Workshop on Implementation of IPF/IFF Proposals for Action in
Africa

15. The workshop recommended that the Commission should provide a forum for strong regional
forestry policy dialogue, including preparations for future global meetings; for a common African
position at the Fifth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF-5); and for sharing of
experiences in implementation (para. 34).
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FORESTS AND WATER IN AFRICA, THEIR LINKS WITH FOOD SECURITY AND
POVERTY REDUCTION

16. The Commission stressed the strategic importance of documenting and valuing the
environmental and, in particular, water-related services of forests, and recommended that FAO
provide information and case studies on the issue (para. 38).

17. The Commission recommended that FAO should provide further documentation on the issue
of the role, potential and constraints of plantation forestry, in particular with reference to water
resources balance, and that it disseminate related, balanced and well grounded information (para. 39).

18. The Commission, noting the various international, regional and sub-regional initiatives
relating to water resources management and the existence of a number of river basin organizations,
recommended that countries, FAO and other partners active in the sector should take stock and
cooperate with those organizations and duly incorporate their experience and potential contributions
(para. 41).

IN-SESSION SEMINAR: PLACE OF FORESTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEPAD

19. Participants expressed concern at the low priority initially accorded to forestry in the CAADP
and at the apparent disconnect between CAADP and the UNEP-led Environment Initiative and felt
that the two entry points must be well articulated. The Commission recommended that FAO should, in
concertation with the NEPAD Secretariat and UNEP, take steps to harmonize the two initiatives

(para. 44).

20. It was therefore recommended that FAO should provide a more disaggregated breakdown,
with explanatory notes of the estimated costs of proposed activities and present these on a sub-regional
basis in order that sub-regional economic organizations would be able to identify the implications for
their members (para. 45).

21. The Commission recommended that FAO ensure that activities on wood energy and on forest
research were fully articulated and budgeted (para. 47).

22. The Commission recommended that FAO, and the NEPAD Secretariat, enhance interaction
and consultation in the remaining steps to formalise the Forestry Chapter. It further recommended that
participants and observers continue seeking opinions on the Chapter and provide feedback to FAO,
and ultimately to the NEPAD Secretariat (para. 48).

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY

23. The Commission considered that some of the key issues of concern to African forestry should
be brought to the attention of the Committee on Forestry. These were (para. 74):

e The dual role of forests and trees as ecological, social and economic resources was noted. The
meeting therefore recommended that both functions be considered and called upon FAO, the
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), the
African Timber Organization (ATO) and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in particular
through the African Forest Research Network (AFORNET), to develop methodologies and case
studies on assessment and valuation of economic and environmental services of forests in the
African context.

e The Commission recognized the particular importance of forestry and forest resources in Low
Forest Cover Countries in Africa, most of which being also low- income and food-deficit
countries. It was therefore recommended that governments of LFCCs, with support from the
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United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO, should strengthen the LFCC
Secretariat and active participation of its member countries.

e The Commission endorsed the report of the Working Party on the Management of Wildlife and
Protected Areas, and in particular the recommendations requesting:

i.  FAO to assist affected countries to develop common strategies and approaches to deal
more efficiently with transboundary movements of wildlife;

ii.  FAO and other relevant institutions to continue supporting efforts on breeding wild
species for food;

iii.  TCDC on the management of wildlife and protected areas to be encouraged and supported
by FAO and other relevant international and bilateral organizations;

iv.  FAO to take appropriate measures for effectively implementing the Commission’s long-
standing request to establish a Wildlife Officer’s post at the Regional Office for Africa.

v.  Conflicts between human populations and wild animals be further addressed with
assistance by FAO and other partners and that the issue be the subject of the next in-
session seminar.

e The Commission stressed the importance of bilateral, regional and global agreements on forest
fires. It recommended that FAO continue to support cooperation in forest fire management and, in
particular, proceed with the completion of its programme and to convene a ministerial meeting on
forests, including forest fires, in connection with the Seventeenth session of the Committee on
Forestry (COFO).

e The Commission, noting the various international, regional and sub-regional initiatives relating to
water resources management and the existence of a number of river basin organizations,
recommended that countries, FAO and other partners active in the sector should take stock and
cooperate with those organizations and duly incorporate their experience and potential
contributions.

e Participants expressed concern at the low priority initially accorded to forestry in the CAADP and
the UNEP-led Environment Initiative. The Commission recommended that FAO should, in
concertation with the NEPAD Secretariat and UNEP, take steps to harmonize the two initiatives.
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INTRODUCTION

1. The fourteenth session of the African Forestry and Wildlife Commission was held in Accra,
Ghana, from 18 to 21 February 2004, at the kind invitation of the Government of Ghana. The session
was attended by 83 representatives from 29 member countries and observer countries, and four UN
agencies. Observers from 22 international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
also attended. A full list of participants is given in Annex B.

2. FAO was represented by Mr. El Hadji Séne, Director, Forest Resources Division, Forestry
Department. Mr. Pape Djiby Koné, Senior Regional Forestry Officer, FAO Regional Office for Africa,
served as Secretary.

3. The inaugural ceremony was presided over by Prof. Daniel Adzei Bekoe, member of the
Ghana Council of State, who commenced the ceremony with a strong statement on forestry issues
facing Africa and the need for the Commission to help address them. The Honourable I.C. Quaye,
Regional Minister for the Greater Accra Region, welcomed participants and thanked FAO and the
Commission for choosing Ghana and Accra to host this session. He underlined local efforts to green
the metropolitan region and stressed the importance of all tree areas in this endeavour. His welcome
remarks were followed by a statement by the Honourable Prof. Dominic K. Fobih, Minister for Lands
and Forestry, who highlighted the importance to Ghana of hosting the fourteenth session of the
African Forestry and Wildlife Commission. He gave an overview of Ghana’s priorities in forestry and
stressed the needs for closer cooperation between African countries on forestry issues of common
concern.

4. The FAO statement was presented on behalf of the Assistant Director-General of the Forestry
Department, Mr. Hosny El-Lakany, by Mr El Hadji Sene. He conveyed FAQ’s gratitude to the
Government of Ghana and the Minister of Lands and Forestry for taking up at a very short notice the
invitation to host the Fourteenth session of the Commission and for providing all facilities for its
smooth running. He referred to the outcome of the Sixteenth session of the FAO Committee on
Forestry (COFO) which strongly recommended the strengthening of Regional Forestry Commissions
and the integration of their deliberations into the work of COFO.

5. His Excellency Alhadji Aliu Mahama, Vice-President of the Republic of Ghana, delivered the
opening address. Before declaring the Fourteenth session of the Commission officially open, the Vice-
President pointed out the need for broad-based education on the ecological functions of forests and the
goods and services they provide. He emphasized that sustainable forest management is a key to
providing social and economic support to rural African communities. The Vice-President further
expressed concern about the many threats that African forests are currently facing and suggested that
sustainable forest management be considered as an integral part of overall national strategies.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 1)

6. The Provisional Agenda, as set out in document FO:AFWC/2004/1 (Adnnex A), was adopted.
The list of documents presented to the session is given in Annex C.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2)
7. In accordance with the provisions of Rules II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure, the

Commission elected the Chair, three Vice-Chairs and one Rapporteur. The composition of the
Executive Committee is as follows:
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Chairman: Mr. A.S.K. Boachie-Dapaah (Ghana)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Fidy José Andriamananoro (Madagascar)
Mr. Said Helal (Tunisia)
Mr. Madrate Nakala Oreste (Mozambique)
Rapporteur: Mr. Pierre Gaba-Mano (Central African Republic)

PERSPECTIVES OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE IN THE REGION: HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE FORESTRY OUTLOOK STUDY FOR AFRICA (FOSA) (Item 3)

8. In the absence of the usual national reports, due to short notice, the Secretariat note
FO:AFWC/2004/2, highlighted the perspectives of forestry and wildlife in Africa based on the
outcome of the Forestry Outlook Study for Africa (FOSA). This study identified major challenges for
forestry and wildlife in Africa, especially agriculture expansion and the rising demand for forestry
products (firewood, bushmeat, pharmacopea) which, in the absence of sustainable management,
inevitably result in further forest and land degradation. The paper recognized the vital contribution of
forestry to food security and poverty reduction but warned that commercialization and trade in forest
products would, in the absence of sustainable forest management, inevitably lead to further forest
depletion and resource-related conflicts. The paper identified opportunities at the national level
through decentralization and participatory approaches, and at the regional level through initiatives of
the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), especially the Environment Programme and
the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP). Key sub-regional
features identified by FOSA were highlighted to illustrate diversities and specificities. The
Commission noted the follow-up to FOSA recommendations by FAO, the African Development Bank
(AfDB) and the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), through joint missions to sub-regional
organizations undertaken or to be undertaken. These joint missions are intended to assist the sub-
regional organizations in identifying appropriate programmes for possible donor support.

9. The Commission acknowledged the beneficial trend of decentralization, community
participation and informal production and trade, and recommended that appropriate policies and
actions be taken to revitalize forest administrations so that they can deliver their crucial supervisory
and regulatory role.

10. The dual role of forests and trees as ecological, social and economic resources was also noted.
The meeting therefore recommended that both functions be considered and called upon FAO, the
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), the
African Timber Organization (ATO) and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in particular
through the African Forest Research Network (AFORNET), to develop methodologies and case
studies on assessment and enable valuation of economic and environmental services of forests in the
African context. This will demonstrate the economic relevance of forestry and strengthen the political
priority given to it.

11. Given the weight of the informal sector in the national economies of most African countries,
the Commission recommended that Government policies should provide an enabling environment to
improve and further integrate it into the economic fabric.

12. The Commission welcomed the presence of a number of female African foresters among
delegates, as well as the Network of African Women for Sustainable Development (REFFAD). It
recommended that FAO and other international organizations assist countries to strengthen the place
and role of women in forestry in the region.
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REVIEW OF FAO REGULAR AND FIELD PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING FOLLOW-UP
TO THE REQUESTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 13™ SESSION OF THE
COMMISSION (Item 4)

13. The Secretariat note FO: AFWC/2004/3 highlighted activities carried out by FAO in Africa
during the past biennium. Particular emphasis was put on the normative activities pertaining to
sustainable forest management practices; forest genetic resources; criteria and indicators for
sustainable forest management (SFM); forests, mountains and water; and forestry research and
education.

14. During the same period, FAO’s field programme in Africa mainly focused on the elaboration

of a regional code of reduced impact logging, integrated watershed management in the Fouta Djallon,

the Central Africa World Heritage Forest Initiative, the regional Acacia programme in support of food
security and poverty alleviation, as well as the mitigation of soil degradation in Sahelian countries.

15. The Secretariat was also pleased to report that all requests and recommendations from the
thirteenth session of the Commission have been adequately implemented.

16. In addition to this paper, a short presentation on the background and prospects of the
Secretariat of the Teheran Process on Low Forest Cover Countries (LFCCs) was introduced by the
Secretary of the Teheran Process.

17. The Commission recognized the particular importance of forestry and forest resources in Low
Forest Cover Countries in Africa, most of which being also low-income and food-deficit countries. It
was therefore recommended that governments of LFCCs, with support from the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO, should strengthen the LFCC Secretariat and the active
participation of its member countries. The Commission noted the call from the Secretary of the
Teheran process that focal points to the Commission also act, where appropriate, as focal points to the
LFCC process.

18. The Commission noted the decline in investment in forestry education and research. This had
a strong negative impact on the capacity for forest management and its contribution to rural
development and poverty reduction. The Commission recommended that strategies and resources to
raise the quality, relevance and resources of forestry education and research be developed and
implemented at national, sub-regional and regional levels.

REPORT OF THE 15™ SESSION OF THE WORKING PARTY ON THE MANAGEMENT
OF WILDLIFE AND PROTECTED AREAS (Item 5)

19. The Secretary of the Working Party presented the results of the Fifteenth session of the
AFWC Working Party on the Management of Wildlife and Protected Areas (document
FO:AFWC/WL/2004/REP). Twenty-eight delegates from 16 countries and four NGOs participated in
the session. Fourteen countries presented oral and/or written reports. Common issues arising from the
reports included i. a. the weakness in law enforcement; the need for policy, legal and institutional
reforms; inadequacy of financial resources to support the management of wildlife and protected areas;
potential and opportunities to involve the private sector in the management of wildlife resources and
protected areas, thus sharing the burden with the States; cross-boundary wildlife movements and the
need to address related problems.

20. The Commission held an in-session seminar relating to systematic decision analysis applied to
bushmeat problems. The exercise improved understanding of the issue and generated structured
observations and recommendations by the Working Party.

21. The Commission endorsed the report of the Working Party and in particular the
recommendations requesting:
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i.  FAO to assist affected countries to develop common strategies and approaches to deal more
efficiently with transboundary movements of wildlife;

ii.  FAO and other relevant institutions to continue supporting efforts on breeding wild species for
food;

iii.  TCDC on the management of wildlife and protected areas to be encouraged and supported by
FAO and other relevant international and bilateral organizations;

iv.  That conflicts between human populations and wild animals be further addressed with
assistance by FAO and other partners and that the issue be the subject of the next in-session
seminar;

v.  FAO to take appropriate measures for effectively implementing the Commission’s long-
standing request to establish a Wildlife Officer’s post at the Regional Office for Africa.

REGIONAL AND SUB-REGIONAL FORESTRY COOPERATION, INCLUDING TRADE OF
FOREST PRODUCTS (Item 6)

22. The Commission discussed Secretariat Note FO:AFWC/2004/4 which introduced the potential
and prerequisites for an enhanced regional and sub-regional cooperation in forestry. In discussing the
topic, delegates considered the need to enhance intra-regional cooperation on a number of aspects of
forestry. They perceived and stressed the potential of a greater role, as yet inadequately tapped, of the
regional and sub-regional organizations in advancing the regional forestry agenda. They also
considered the role the Commission should play in the future.

23. Delegates expressed the view that, in a number of areas, substantive regional cooperation
could be developed, building synergies and minimizing overlapping. The idea of identifying
institutions, which are advanced on specific areas, and recognizing them as centres of excellence was
discussed and considered worth promoting further.

24, Countries of the region need to better cooperate and come up with common understanding and
a common position in forest-related conferences or negotiations. This would call for consultations and
preliminary discussions often constrained by the lack of resources to support such a process. The role
of the Commission in fostering African participation in and contribution to the international forest
processes was highlighted, as well as the need to strengthen the Commission as a unique regional
forest policy forum for countries and sub-regional organizations. The Commission recommended that
inter-sessional activities on both forestry and wildlife issues be formally planned and held to deliver
on recommendations and advance the overall work of the Commission. It further recommended that
FAO, through the Commission and other partners, provide more support for the participation and a
preparation of articulate positions of African delegations to major forest-related meetings.

25. Intra-regional trade volume in forest products in Africa is limited. The Commission
recognized efforts and progress already achieved by some sub-regional organizations. There was,
however, a gap between political commitment and concrete action to boost forest products exchange.
It recommended that regional and sub-regional organizations, especially the economic communities,
be sensitized and supported in their efforts to strengthen collaboration among them and with
international partners such as FAO in identifying options and products for inter-African exchange.

26. Participants noted the recurrent discussions on a number of issues giving the impression of
little progress, albeit interesting developments. It recommended that a further identification of
progress (e. g. the search of excellence exercise in sustainable forest management), and that
monitoring of follow-up and implementation are done on major issues, including i. a. on criteria and
indicators for sustainable forest management, certification processes in Africa, and reduced impact

logging.

27. The issue of resources to fund appropriate regional and sub-regional cooperation was
discussed and the need to find new original modes of financing stressed. The Commission
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recommended that FAO update, expand and share the compendium of organizations that fund forestry
development which was prepared for its Tenth session.

Information Note on Regional Cooperation on Forest Fire Issues

28. The Commission welcomed information about activities on forest fires implemented by FAO
and other partners (document FO: AFWC/2004/INF.5). It took note of the important
recommendations from the Proceedings of the International Wildland Fire Summit, held in Sydney,
Australia, in October 2003. It recommended further dissemination of the outcomes of the Summit and
urged countries to incorporate them in their forest fire management policies and programmes.

29. Recognizing that forest fires are causing grave ecological, economic and human damage, the
Commission encouraged its members to reassess and strengthen commitment to combat forest fires
and to develop bilateral, sub-regional and regional cooperation to do so. It recognized that approaches
to forest fires at national level should be based on the right combination of education and extension to
support community-based forest fire management, and appropriate organization and equipment at
local and national levels. The Commission recommended that countries, FAO and other partner
organizations support the economic valuation of damages of various nature caused by fires through,
i.a. appropriate case studies, and thus help increase awareness of the need and political commitment to
combat them.

30. The Commission stressed the importance of bilateral, regional and global agreements on forest
fires. It recommended that FAO continue to support cooperation in forest fire and in particular

proceed with the completion of its programme and convene a ministerial meeting on forests, including
forest fires, in connection with the Seventeenth session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) in 2005.

Report of the FAO Regional Workshop on Implementation of IPF/IFF proposals for action in
Africa

31. The Vice-Chairperson of the Workshop presented the report. The workshop was attended by
49 experts representing countries, members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF),
regional and sub-regional organizations, private sector and non-governmental organizations.

32. Workshop participants adopted more than 30 recommendations, primarily addressed to
countries, on the following topics:
i.  implementing proposals for action;
ii.  participation of African countries in the international forest dialogue;
iii.  strengthening regional actions;
iv.  trade and sustainable forest management (implementing the proposals);
v.  rehabilitation of degraded forest lands, especially in LFCCs (implementing the proposals).

33. Among the main recommendations was a call to strengthen the sub-regional organizations so
that they can better assist countries in the implementation. In some sub-regions, streamlining and
harmonization of the many on-going initiatives is needed. Participants also stressed the need for
international processes to provide proper means of implementation and to disseminate information on
their outcomes. Several recommendations called on FAQ, in collaboration with other partners, to
continue to support and facilitate country implementation.

34, The workshop recommended that the Commission should provide a forum for strong regional
forestry policy dialogue, including preparations for future global meetings; for a common African
position at the Fifth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF-5); and for sharing of
experiences in implementation.

35. In her remarks, the representative of the UNFF secretariat informed that the Fourth session of
UNFF will be held from 3 to 14 May 2004 in Geneva, Switzerland, and invited the Commission to
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present its outcome in a specific panel of the session, “the Africa day”. The Commission expressed
the wish that a large participation of African countries be facilitated.

36. The Commission endorsed the workshop report (Annex E).

FORESTS AND WATER IN AFRICA, THEIR LINKS WITH FOOD SECURITY AND
POVERTY REDUCTION (Item 7)

37. This item was introduced through document FO:AFWC/2004/5, which stressed the key role of
forestry on the sustainable use and management of land resources and, in particular, water resources.
Focus was given to the African context in explaining the need to focus on water issues and the role of
forests and forested watersheds. Achievements and gaps, as well as emerging issues were
underscored.

38. The Secretariat note was very well received and commented upon by the Commission which
welcomed the work programme entity on forests and freshwater being initiated by FAO. The
Commission stressed the strategic importance of documenting and valuing the environmental and, in
particular, water-related services of forests, and recommended that FAO provide information and case
studies on the issue. It emphasized the need to demonstrate, enhance and promote synergies and
linkages among sectors on issues related to water resources management, in particular with the
African Ministerial Conference on Water.

39. The Commission took note of the full potential of trees, single or in plantation, in land
resources management. To encourage their appropriate use, it recommended that FAO should provide
further documentation on the issue of the role, potential and constraints of plantation forestry, in
particular with reference to water resources balance, and that it disseminate related balanced and well
grounded information.

40. The Commission stressed the need to strengthen capabilities for adequate completion of
watershed management programmes, the importance of training, and the support of appropriate
extension programmes. These should be conceived in a truly integrated approach so that activities
relating to forests and fresh water are not developed in isolation.

41. The Commission, noting the various international, regional and sub-regional initiatives
relating to water resources management and the existence of a number of river basin organizations,
recommended that countries, FAO and other partners active in the sector should take stock and
cooperate with those organizations and duly incorporate their experience and potential contributions.

IN-SESSION SEMINAR: PLACE OF FORESTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEPAD
(Item 8)

42. This item was introduced through Secretariat Note FO:AFWC/2004/6; participants were also
referred to the draft Forestry Chapter prepared by FAO, at the request of the NEPAD Secretariat, for
inclusion in the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP), which was
accompanied by a Summary Note.

43. The presentation described the evolution from the Forestry Outlook Study for Africa (FOSA)
of both NEPAD initiatives concerning forestry — the Environmental Action Plan and the CAADP —
and highlighted the priority interventions and indicative annual budget of US$3.9 billion. The
deliberations and recommendations of the two inter-sessional meetings of the Bureau were also
reported.

44, Participants expressed concern at the low priority initially accorded to forestry in the CAADP
and at the apparent disconnect between CAADP and the UNEP-led Environment Initiative. The
Commission recommended that FAO should, in concertation with the NEPAD Secretariat and UNEP,
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take steps to harmonize the two initiatives. The Commission took note of the information given by
Senegal that, in its capacity as Country Coordinator of the NEPAD Environmental Initiative, this
country has appointed, through an international bidding process, a Coordinator of the Interim
Secretary for this initiative. This Officer will be in charge of coordinating all NEPAD activities on the
Environment, in close collaboration with UNEP and other partners.

45. It was not possible to provide the Commission with a view on the budgetary implications of
the CAADP because of their aggregated nature. It was therefore recommended that FAO should
provide a more disaggregated breakdown with explanatory notes of the estimated costs of proposed
activities and present these on a sub-regional basis in order that sub-regional economic organizations
would be able to identify the implications for their members.

46. It was further suggested that, for presentation purposes, the forest budget should be allocated
directly into the four NEPAD pillars rather than stand alone, and that indications of potential funding
sources should differentiate national from donor funds. Some discussion focused on the source and
nature of private investment, and the importance of farmers and the informal sector as investors.

47. The Commission recommended that FAO ensure that activities on wood energy and on forest
research were fully articulated and budgeted. Attention was drawn to the positive role of informal
forest activities, such as production and trade in woodfuel, in contributing to poverty alleviation.
Woodfuel substitution by oil or LPG (Liquid Petroleum Gas) could have perverse effects on
households that depend on such activities and should be carefully planned.

48. The Commission noted that there was as yet inadequate consultation in the preparation of the
CAADP forestry chapter. The Commission recommended that FAO, and the NEPAD Secretariat,
enhance interaction and consultation in the remaining steps to formalise the Forestry Chapter. It
further recommended that participants and observers continue seeking opinions on the Chapter and
provide feedback to FAO, and ultimately to the NEPAD Secretariat.

Statements by Organizations

49. After discussion of Item &, the Secretary invited those Organizations present to deliver short
statements; these included:

African Academy of Sciences (AAS)

African Development Bank (AfDB)

African Timber Organization (ATO)

African Women Network on Sustainable Development (REFFAD)
Conférence des Ministres en charge des foréts de I’ Afrique centrale (COMIFAC)
European Forestry Commission (EFC)

Interafrican Forest Industries Association (IFIA)

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)

International Association of Francophone Foresters (AFFI)

International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO)

Low Forest Cover Countries Secretariat (LFCCs)

Near East Forestry Commission (NEFC)

Organization for the Conservation of African Wildlife (OCAW)

Permanent Inter-state Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS)
Southern African Development Community (SADC)

Union économique et monétaire ouest-africaine (UEMOA)

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)

World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF)
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KEY ISSUES EMERGING FROM SIDE AND SATELLITE MEETINGS

50. Four side meetings and two satellite meetings took place during the session. Key issues
emerging from these meetings are given below.

Side Meeting 1: Forestry Research and Training in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities

51. The side meeting on forestry research and education was facilitated by Prof. August Temu
(ICRAF) and Dr Atse Yapi (IUFRO-SPDC and FORNESSA). Due to time constraints, extensive
presentations were not possible. Rather, highlights of the main programmes and issues were given,
with emphasis on the following discussion points:

e Technical forestry education in Africa is disappearing. As a result, forestry research is
affected adversely in terms of lack of a “critical mass” of scientists in the national forestry
research institutions taken individually.

e Post graduate education possibilities are too few, coupled with isolation of the training
institutions and also with their research counterparts.

e Sub-regional harmonization of research and education programmes, with possible
specialization by institutions and also by ecological sub-regions, are worth looking at.

e The impact of the HIV/AIDS pandemic needs urgent and serious attention.

52. Lively discussions followed the presentations. They stressed the crucial role of research and
education as the instrument by excellence for the production of the needed technologies and scientific
information for the achievement of sustainable forest management and thus for sustainable
development in the continent.

53. Based on their contributions, major partners such as FAO and [UFRO have been encouraged
to continue their valuable support to the strengthening of forestry research capacity building and
information development and dissemination, especially that available through electronic media.
Finally, the meeting made the following two important recommendations:

e FAO, in collaboration with its major partners such as IUFRO, should continue their valuable
support to forest research and networking in Africa.

e Future sessions of the Commission should feature permanently in their agenda forestry
research and education issues.

Side Meeting 2: Regional Code of Practice for Reduced Impact Forest Harvesting for Central
and West Africa

54. The purpose of this side meeting was to inform participants about the Regional Code of
Practice which was launched at the World Forestry Congress in Quebec City, Canada, in September
2003, and receive comments thereon. Copies of the Code were made available in both English and
French, and a background note was distributed to facilitate discussion.

55. Participants were informed that the development of the Regional Code had involved
consultation with many organizations concerned with forest management and harvesting in tropical
moist forests in Africa, as well as extensive studies and reviews. The process included case studies in
four countries (Central African Republic, Gabon, Ghana and Congo) as well as a regional workshop
held in Gabon in 2003.

56. The Regional Code is viewed as a non-legally binding set of guidelines and benchmarks for
improved harvesting, applicable to all countries of Central and West Africa with tropical moist forests.
It is intended primarily to serve as a reference for those African countries which are considering the
adoption or revision of their own national codes of forest harvesting practice. In practical terms, such
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codes are deemed necessary to promote harvesting practices that will improve standards of utilization,
reduce environmental impacts, and thereby ensure that forests are sustainably managed.

57. The reaction of participants was positive and constructive. The awareness-raising was
welcomed and it was suggested that it be extended to technical schools and research institutions.
Research institutions were also called upon to include the impact of logging in their programmes.

S8. Doubts were expressed as to whether smaller and/or informal harvesting operators would be
interested to incur costs on a voluntary basis by introducing such codes into their operations. Some
disappointment was expressed that the Regional Code was only intended to be ethical and advisory
rather than judicial. Furthermore, participants were reminded that other sectors (e.g. mining) not
covered by the Regional Code impact more adversely than logging on forests.

59. It was noted that the scope of the Regional Code is limited to timber harvesting, even if
general principles relevant to all harvesting was covered. Delegates at the meeting deplored the fact
that non-timber forest products which are harvested in great volumes, often indiscriminately and with
severe impacts on resource availability and sustainability, are not emphasised in the Code. The
applicability to woodfuel harvesting and to “forest-poor” countries such as members of the initiative
for Low Forest Cover Countries was recognised by participants, and they encouraged the adoption of
the Code’s principles in all African countries.

Side Meeting 3: Platform Strategy for FAO Support to Congo Basin Forests

60. The item was introduced by Mr. El Hadji Séne, Director, Forest Resources Division of the
FAO Forestry Department. Congo Basin forests are the second largest consecutive forest block of the
world. They represent a huge reserve of biological diversity and a considerable economic asset. They
are essential to the livelihoods of millions of relatively poor people. They represent great challenges
for their management and, in particular, for the conservation of their biological diversity. A number of
initiatives have marked the last six years involving national governments in the region but also many
partners. The launch of the Conference of the Central African Moist Forest Ecosystems (CEFDHAC),
the Yaoundé Summit on Congo Basin forests and the ensuing launch of the Conférence des Ministres
chargés des foréts de I’ Afrique centrale (COMIFAC), as well as the Congo Basin Forests Partnership
are among the most prominent of these initiatives.

61. FAO, in a view to providing more efficient and appropriate support to the efforts of interested
countries, embarked in a reflection on, and formulation of, a specific strategic platform to steer and
strengthen its own contribution to the management, conservation and development of the forests of the
Congo Basin. This platform is inspired by FAQ’s vision of a Congo Basin where populations live and
prosper in peace and where the huge forest block of Central Africa will remain a permanent
ecologically balanced and functional natural resource, conserving its full vitality, and serving national
economies, societies and communities of the sub-region. It is based on the comparative advantages of
the Organization. It will be guided by and should only respond to country requests and needs. The
process has identified four strategic orientations including: (i) better management and utilisation
techniques; (ii) regional information system on resources; (iii) stronger approaches and actors for
resource utilisation; and (iv) institutional support and legal framework.

62. Participants commended FAO for the initiative. This was a welcome response to the needs of
nations in the sub-region and corresponded to what countries would expect from FAO. The meeting
endorsed the approach and encouraged FAO to continue in cooperation and partnership with other
players in the sub-region.

Side Meeting 4: Information and Exchange Session on National Forest Programmes (nfps) in
Africa

63. FAO presented the concept, basic principles and operational phases of nfps that include the
full range of policies, institutions and resources for national sustainable forest management (SFM).
The nfp approach is based on country leadership and partnership among stakeholders. The process is
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dynamic and responsive to change. Presently the nfp process has reached the following positive
developments: contribution of SFM to national economy and environment recognized; increased
relation of nfps to reduction of poverty and food security; and stakeholder participation and domestic
resource mobilization. On the downward side, there is still limited capacity to address cross-sectoral
issues, and to mobilize more financial resources. There is also a need to improve governance,
accountability and transparency and increase political support to the sector.

64. FAO provides various instruments and initiatives to strengthen nfps. Funds and technical
support are available through the Technical Cooperation Programme, the Trust Fund Programme and
Partnership Instruments.

65. Partnership Instruments. The National Forest Programme Facility aims at supporting SFM
through the formulation and implementation of nfps, involving government and legitimate interest
groups. It can also support global management initiatives. There are presently in Africa 20 partner
countries which have signed Partnership Agreements with the Facility and ten others which are
pending approval. Many countries present at the meeting mentioned that they are benefiting from the
Facility actually, and that it is of great support to streamline nfp formulation and implementation. FAO
also provides an important information platform on nfps. Indeed, one can find Nfp Updates on-line,
which provide details of the nfp status in countries. Countries participating to the meeting were invited
to provide the most recent information about the Updates.

66. Nifp Digests, also on-line, offer collections of key electronic documents from forestry experts
and various organizations on nfps. Issues addressed include forests and poverty, stakeholder
participation and forest finance systems. A CD-ROM compendium on nfps is also available. FAO
equally prepared a Sourcebook on Funding Sustainable Forest Management. It contains key
information on donor agencies and countries and various forest-related organizations and other
funding sources.

67. The principal issue raised by member country delegates during the discussion was that the
Facility has been very useful to their countries in the implementation of their nfps and they strongly
recommended that this very useful partnership tool be extended to other countries which will be
applying for assistance from the Facility.

Satellite Meeting 1: Trade issues facing Africa’s forest sector

68. The event was organized by the African Timber Organization (ATO), African Development
Bank (AfDB) and Inter-African Forest Industries Association (IFIA). They noted that the perception
of importers, especially Europeans, is that harvesting does not respect the ecology of tropical moist
forests in Africa. Currently, Europeans consume mostly processed wood while the Asian market is
most interested in roundwood. Therefore, African countries need to urgently demonstrate progress in
the implementation of their strategies for sustainable forest management, especially timber harvesting,
in order to improve their market opportunities abroad. To support country efforts, ATO has developed
a new strategy; AfDB provides grants and loans, basing approval of funds on country proposals that
demonstrate sustainability in forest management. AfDB is also revising its forest policy and intends to
do so in a participatory manner. [FIA helps build private sector partnerships.

69. The main challenges to African wood trade are: creation of enabling environment to attract
foreign investments, reduce custom levies to boost intra-regional trade and to facilitate the emergence
of a more vibrant private sector in countries; improvement of processing to add value and efficiency;
and increasing the use of lesser known species.

70. Participants recommended that FAO bring together representatives of African producer
countries, wood processing and harvesting operators and financial institutions to discuss solutions to
boost trade in forest products in Africa.
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Satellite Meeting 2: Lessons learnt from experiences on sustainable forest management in
Africa

71. This satellite meeting reported on the “Lessons learnt on sustainable forest management in
Africa”, project undertaken jointly by the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), Sweden, and FAO.
AAS acted through the Secretariat and Board of the Africa Forestry Research Network (AFORNET),
Sweden through the Committee on International Forestry of the Royal Academy of Agriculture and
Forestry (KSLA), and FAO through its Forestry Department. The Swedish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs provided funding for the project.

72. The Commission was informed that all studies commissioned under the project aimed at
identifying the most urgent issues and concerns to which Africa should give priority in international
processes such as UNFF and other environment-related conventions and processes; and at producing
the information needed to enhance the participation of Africa in these international forest-related
processes.

73. The results of these studies were presented in tabular forms, showing the main issues,
associated lessons learnt and key observations from each of these issues. Discussions that followed
the presentation stressed the importance of documenting lessons learnt on SFM in Africa. The meeting
observed that the results of the initiative are interesting and could potentially make significant
contributions to the next UNFF meeting in May 2004 if they were presented in a more systematic way.
The meeting therefore recommended that the project team endeavour to present the project results in a
more systematic way and submit them to FAO for presentation at the next UNFF.

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO) (Item 9)

74. The Commission considered that some of the key issues of concern to African forestry should
be brought to the attention of the Committee on Forestry. These were:

e The dual role of forests and trees as ecological, social and economic resources was noted. The
meeting therefore recommended that both functions be considered and called upon FAO, the
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), the
African Timber Organization (ATO) and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in particular
through the African Forest Research Network (AFORNET), to develop methodologies and case
studies on assessment and valuation of economic and environmental services of forests in the
African context.

e The Commission recognized the particular importance of forestry and forest resources in Low
Forest Cover Countries in Africa, most of which being also low-income and food-deficit countries.
It was therefore recommended that governments of LFCCs, with support from the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO, should strengthen the LFCC Secretariat and active
participation of its member countries.

e The Commission endorsed the report of the Working Party on the Management of Wildlife and
Protected Areas, and in particular the recommendations requesting:

i.  FAO to assist affected countries to develop common strategies and approaches to deal

more efficiently with transboundary movements of wildlife;

ii.  FAO and other relevant institutions to continue supporting efforts on breeding wild
species for food;

iii.  TCDC on the management of wildlife and protected areas to be encouraged and supported
by FAO and other relevant international and bilateral organizations;

iv.  FAO to take appropriate measures for effectively implementing the Commission’s long-
standing request to establish a Wildlife Officer’s post at the Regional Office for Africa.

v.  Conflicts between human populations and wild animals be further addressed with
assistance by FAO and other partners and that the issue be the subject of the next in-
session seminar.
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e The Commission stressed the importance of bilateral, regional and global agreements on forest
fires. It recommended that FAO continue to support cooperation in forest fire management and, in
particular, proceed with the completion of its programme and to convene a ministerial meeting on
forests, including forest fires, in connection with the Seventeenth session of the Committee on
Forestry (COFO).

e The Commission, noting the various international, regional and sub-regional initiatives relating to
water resources management and the existence of a number of river basin organizations,
recommended that countries, FAO and other partners active in the sector should take stock and
cooperate with those organizations and duly incorporate their experience and potential
contributions.

e Participants expressed concern at the low priority initially accorded to forestry in the CAADP and
the UNEP-led Environment Initiative. The Commission recommended that FAO should, in
concertation with the NEPAD Secretariat and UNEP, take steps to harmonize the two initiatives.

OTHER BUSINESS (Item 10)

75. The Commission reiterated the recommendation made to FAO and international organizations
to strengthen sub-regional organizations and support their better coordination on forestry and wildlife
issues.

76. The Commission further underscored the importance of its strengthening as a unique regional
forum for concertation, cooperation and coordination of African efforts towards sustainable forestry
development. In this regard, large participation in intersessional activities and strong collaboration of
sub-regional organizations have been suggested.

77. The Commission was apprised of the start-up of the update of the Forest Resources
Assessment 2005. For the exercise, most countries have designated focal points who participated in a
training workshop in November 2003 in Rome, Italy. Regional workshops are being organized,
including for Africa — one for English-speaking and one for French-speaking countries. The
Commission was encouraged to support mainstreaming the exercise, essential to quality data
collection and processing, in their departments.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Item 11)

78. The Commission noted with appreciation the offer of the delegation from Mozambique to host
its Fifteenth session in 2006.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Item 12)

79. The draft report was adopted by the Commission with some corrections and clarifications,
which are reflected in this report.
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10.

11.

12.

ANNEX A
AGENDA

Adoption of the Agenda
Election of officers

Perspectives of forestry and wildlife in the Region: Highlights from the Forestry Outlook
Study for Africa (FOSA)

Review of FAO Regular and Field Programmes, including follow-up to the requests and
recommendations of the 13" session of the Commission

Report of the 15" session of the Working Party on the Management of Wildlife and
Protected Areas (Accra, Ghana, 16-18 February 2004)

Regional and sub-regional forestry cooperation, including trade of forest products
Forests and water in Africa, their links with food security and poverty reduction
In-session Seminar: Place of forests in the implementation of NEPAD

Regional issues identified by the Commission for the attention of the Committee on Forests
(COFO)

Other business
Date and place of next session

Adoption of the report
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ANNEX B

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Chairperson :

Vice-Chairpersons:

Rapporteur :

Secretary :

A.S.K. Boachie-Dapaah (Ghana)

Fidy José Andriamananoro (Madagascar)
Said Helal (Tunisia)

Madrate Nakala Oreste (Mozambique)

Pierre Gaba-Mano (Central African Republic)

Pape Djiby Koné (FAO)

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

BENIN

Mahazou Ibrahima Gomina

Directeur des foréts et des ressources
naturelles (DFRN)

Ministére de I’agriculture, de I’élevage et des
péches

B.P. 393, DFRN

Cotonou

Tel. : +229-336189

Courriel : forét@bow.intnet.bj

BURKINA FASO

Lassané Ouedraogo

Directeur des parcs nationaux

Réserves de faune et des chasses

03BP 7044

Ouagadougou 03

Tel. :+226-356923/356971

Fax. :+226-357458

E-mail : parcsnationaux@liptinfor.bf
ouedlass2002(@yahoo.fr

CAMEROON

Kameni Roger Foteu

Focal Point for IPF/II

AFFI

B.P. 1589

Yaounde

Tel. :+237-2201427

Fax. :+237-2201427

E-mail : roger_foteu@yahoo.fr

Timothee Fonete-Nembot
Regional Coordinator

P.O. Box 30137

Yaounde

Tel. :+237-9936446

Fax. :+237-2213512

E-mail : timfonete@yahoo.fr

CAPE VERDE

Luise Morais

Directrice des services de sylviculture
Ministére de I’environnement, de 1’agriculture
et des péches

B.P. 278

Praia

Tel. :+238-647539/41/47

Fax. :+238-647543

E-mail : dgasp@cvtelecom.cv

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Pierre Gaba-Mano

Inspecteur central des eaux et foréts
Ministére des eaux et foréts

B.P. 830

Bangui

Tel. :+236-502673
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Stévy Oyeu

Directeur de la Faune
Ministére des eaux et foréts
Bangui

Tel. :+236-505260

E-mail : liabastre@jifrance.com

COTE D’IVOIRE

Assoa Adou

Ministére des eaux et foréts
20 BP 650

Abidjan 20

Tel. :+225-20-213650/202194
Fax. :+225-20-210512

Yamani Soro

Conseiller technique chargé des foréts
Ministére des eaux et foréts

20 BP 650

Abidjan 20

Tel. :+225-20-213650/202194

Fax. :+225-20-210512

Denis Kouame Amani

Directeur de la faune et des ressources
cynégétiques

Ministére des eaux et foréts

20 BP 650

Abidjan 20

Tel. :+225-20-213650/202194

Fax. :+225-20-210512

EGYPT

Ahmed Moustapha

Third Secretary

Embassy of Egypt

21 Joseph Broz Tito Street
Cantonment, Accra
Tel.:4+233-21-776854
Fax.:+233-21-776795

E-mail: Boustaneaccra@hotmail.com

ETHIOPIA

Ababu Anage Zeleke

Head, Ecosystem Department
Environmental Protection Authority
P.O. Box 12760

Addis Ababa

Tel.:4+251-1-464884
Fax.:+251-1-464876

E-mail : esid@telecom.net.et

GHANA

Yaw Ofori-Frimpong

Executive Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry

P.O. Box MB 239

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-664654/663155
Fax.:+233-21-666476

E-mail: ofori-frimpong@wd.fcghana.com

Sampson Adjei

Chief Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-687303

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : chief@mlf-gh.com

Freduah Agyeman

Technical Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-687303

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : fredua@mlf-gh.com

A.S.K. Boachie-Dappah

Chief Executive

Ghana Forestry Commission

P.O. Box MB434

N.4 3" Ave. Ridge

Accra

Tel.: +233-21-221315

Fax. :+233-21-220818

E-mail : forcom@forestrycommission.com

Joseph Cobbinah

Director

Forestry Research Institute of Ghana
Ministry of Environment and Science
Knusi Box 63

Kumasi

Tel.+233-51-60122

Fax. :+233-51-60121

E-mail : jcobbinah@forig.org
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Observers from Ghana

John Kow Ofoo

Executive Director

Forest Services Division

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box 527

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-777023

Fax. :+233-21-7772728

E-mail : jeofoo@fsd.fcghana.com

Kwabena Appiah-Kabi

Assistant Director

Ministry of Foreign Affaires
Box M53

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664953/2704
E-mail : nanakubi2@yahoo.com

Victor Kwamé Agyeman
Project Manager
Ministry of Lands and Forestry

Forest Plantation Development Centre

Box 213

Ejisu, Kumasi

Tel. :+233-51-60121

Fax. :+233-51-871004

E-mail : vagyeman@forig.org
victoragyeman(@hotmail.com

Ernest Lamptey

Wildlife Division

Forestry Commission

P.O. Box M239

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664654/662360

Fax. :+233-21-666476

E-mail : lamptey@wd.fcghana.com

Oppon Sasu

Business Planning Manager
Forestry Commission

Forestry Services Division

P.O. Box 527

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-776145/6

Fax. :+233-21-772728

E-mail : asasu@fsd.fcghana.com

Gytha Nuno

Commissioner

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box 30420 KIA

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-230283

Fax. :+233-21-230282
E-mail : decathlo@ghana.com

E.B. Noah

Commissioner

Ministry of Lands and Forestry

P.O. Box KA 9454

Accra

Tel. :+233-20-2110057

E-mail : noah@africaonline.com.gh

Vivian Nutu

Wildlife Division

Forestry Commission

P.O. Box M239

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664654

Fax. :+233-21-666476

E-mail : nutu@wd.fc.ghana.com

Moses Sam

Wildlife Division

Forestry Commission

P.O. Box M239

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664654

Fax. :+233-21-666476

E-mail : sam@wd.fc.ghana.com

Robert Kofi Bamfo

Director, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit

Forestry Commission

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M434

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-221315

Fax. :+233-21-22-818

E-mail : robertbamfo@hg.fcghana.com

Thelma Adu-Gyamfi

Assistant Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-687324

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : thelgyamfi@yahoo.com
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Francis Sylvester Amoah

Regional Manager

Forestry Commission

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box 527

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-776145

Fax., :+233-21-772728

E-mail : fsamoah@fsd.fcghana.com

Patricia Dovi Sampson

Assistant Director

Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development

Box MB50

Accra Ghenci

Tel. :+233-24-292133

Fax. :+233-21682008

E-mail : sampsonpatricia@hotmail.com

Rexford Osei

Director

Ministry of Environment and Science
P.O. Box MB 232

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-670305

Fax. :+233-21-666828

E-mail : mevt@ghana.com

Moses Hensley Dukv

Deputy Director

Ministry of Environment and Science
P.O. Box M232

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-666049

Fax. :+233-21-666828

E-mail : mosesdukv(@yahoo.com

Philip Wilson Mensah

Principal Personnel Officer
Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-687317

E-mail : pwmensah@yahoo.com

Emmanuel Tachie-Obeng
Programme Officer
Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box M326

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664697/8

Fax. :+233-21-662690

E-mail : eobeng@epaghana.org

Nii Amasah Namoale

Assistant Director

Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Directorate of Crop Services
P.O. Box M37

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-665066

Fax. :+233-21-671715

E-mail : cropserv@ghana.com

Emmanuel Yaotse Djokotoe
Member of the Board

Forestry Commission

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box 9287 Airport

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-404205

E-mail : yaotse222@hotmail.com

Erasmus Owusu
Executive Director
Ghana Wildlife Society
P.O. Box B252

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-665197
Fax. :+233-21-670610

Emma Akyeabea

Principal Records Supervisor
Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-687328

E-mail : akuaass@yahoo.com

Joseph Osiakwan

Planning Officer

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box MB212

Accra

Tel.+233-21-687346

Fax. :233-21-666801

E-mail : osiakwan@mlf-gh.com

William Toffa

Senior Budget Officer
Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-687325

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : toffa@mlf-gh.com
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Kingsford Anane GUINEA

Area Manager

Ministry of Lands and Forestry Amadou Chérif Bah

Timber Industry Development Division Chef de la Division Planification et
Forestry Commission Programme

P.O. Box 283

Takoradi

Tel. :+233-31-24585/24100
Fax. :+233-21-23788

Carl Fiati

Ghana Environmental Protection Agency
Ministry of Environment and Science
P.O. Box M326

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664697/8

E-mail : cfiati@epaghana.org

Enoch Osei Mensah
Planning Committee Member
Office of the State Protocol
P.O.Box 36, Accra

Tel. :+233-21-660004

Eric Nana Odum

Civil Servant

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212, Accra

Tel. :+233-21-687328

Kwabena Tufuor
Consulting Forester
Tufuhene Forest Consult
P.O. Box AT180
Achimota, Accra

Tel. :+233-20-8114417

Mensah Dennis Hadzi

Ministry of Lands and Forestry

P.O. Box MB212

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-666801

E-mail: dmensahhadzi@yahoo.com

Suzanne Mbi Enoh-Arthur

Moringa Oleifera Research Initiative
Tafi Abuife, Volta Region

C/o Bomarts Farms

P.O.Box 124

Nsawam

Tel. :+233-20-8180449

E-mail : palmsoxford2001@yahoo.co.uk

Ministere de I’agriculture et de 1’¢levage
Direction nationale des eaux et foréts
B.P. 624

Conakry

Tel. :+224-431099

Fax. :+224-414387

E-mail : dfpn@sotelgui.net.gn

Mamadou Dia

Ingénieur des eaux et foréts

Chef de Section Chasses et aires protégées
Ministeére de I’agriculture et de I’élevage
Direction nationale des eaux et foréts

B.P. 624

Conakry

Tel. :+224-260113

Fax. :+224-414387

E-mail : madiag2@yahoo.fr

Mensah Dennis Hadzi

Ministry of Lands and Forestry

P.O. Box MB212

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : dmensahhadzi@yahoo.com

KENYA

Hewson Kabugi

Forest Programme Coordinator

Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources
and Wildlife

P.O. Box 40241

Nairobi

Tel. :+254-20-602345

E-mail : hkabugi@kws.org

LIBERIA

Jangar S. Kamara

Head, Concession Operations

Forestry Development Authority (FDA)
P.O. Box 10-3010

1000 Monrovia 10
Tel.:+377-47-518395

E-mail : Lygreene2002(@yahoo.com
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MADAGASCAR

Fidy José Andriamananoro

Ex-Directeur général des eaux et foréts
Ministére de I’environnement, des eaux et des
foréts

B.P. 243

Antananarivo 101

Tel. :+261-320-259301

Courriel : mefsi@dts.mg

fidil jose@yahoo.com

MALAWI

John Daniel Ngalande
Deputy Director of Forestry
Department of Forestry
P.O. Box 30048

Lilongwe 3
Tel.:+265-1-771000

Fax. :+265-1-774268
E-mail : mfssp@malawi.net

MALI

Mamadou Gakou

Directeur national adjoint de la conservation
de la nature

Ministére de I’environnement

B.P. 275

Bamako

Tel. :223-2233695/97

Fax. :+223-2233696

E-mail : conservationature(@datatech.net.ml

MOROCCO

Mohamed Bezyane

Chef de Division

Ministére des eaux et foréts et de la lutte contre
la désertification

Quartier administratif

Chellah Rabat

Rabat

Tel. :+212-37-670097

Fax. :+212-37-671031

Courriel : ddf(@athena.online.co.ma

Abdellah EI Mastour

Ingénieur en chef

Chef du service des parx et des réserves
Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Foréts et a la
lutte contre la désertification

B.P. 605

Rabat Chellah

Tel. :+212-37-671105

Fax. :+212-37-672770

Courriel : elmastour@athena.online.co.ma

Nezha Alaoui M’Hammdi-Koné

First Secretary and Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of Morocco

1 Switchback Lane

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-775669

MOZAMBIQUE

Mandrate Nakala Oreste

Head, Economics and Planning Department
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Praca Dos Herois Mogambicanos

C.P. 1406

Maputo

Tel. :+258-1-460036

Fax. :+258-1-460060

E-mail : mnakala@map.gov.mz

NIGER

Rahaman Laminou Attaou

Directeur de I’environnement

Ministére de I’hydraulique, de I’environnement
et de la lutte contre la désertification

B.P. 578, Niamey

Tel. :4+227-733329

Fax. :+227-732784

Courriel : Direnv(@intnet.ne

Chaibou Mahaman

Secrétaire chargée de 1’environnement
Ministére de I’hydraulique et de
I’environnement

Niamey

Tel. :+227-724622

Fax. :+227-724015

Courriel : mre@intnet.ne
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NIGERIA

S.0. Adekunle

Permanent Secretary

Federal Ministry of Environment
Federa Secretariat

Abuja

Tel.:+234-9-5234119
Fax.:+234-9-5234119

Emeka Chokos Okafor

Assistant Director (Wildlife)
Federal Ministry of Environment
Federal Department of Forestry
Abuja

Tel.:+234-9-5232047
Fax.:+234-9-3493864

Macarthy Afolabi Oyebo
Director of Forestry

Federal Ministry of Environment
Federal Department of Forestry
Abuja

Tel.:+234-9-3144551/2

Fax.:+ 234-9-3144552

E-mail: maoyebo@yahoo.co.uk

Ebemezer Bola Olowosejeje
Federal Ministry of Environment
Abuja

Tel.:+234-9-5234119
Fax.:+234-9-5734119

RWANDA

Claudien Habimana

Directeur des foréts

Ministére des terres, de 1’environnement, des
foréts, de 1’eau et des ressources naturelles
B.P. 3502

Kigali

Tel. :+250-82628

Fax.:+250-82629

Courriel: habi_claudien@yahoo.fr

SENEGAL

Matar Cisse

Ingénieur des eaux et foréts

Directeur des eaux, foréts, chasses et de la
conservation des sols

Ministére de I’environnement et de
I’assainissement

B.P. 1831, Hann Dakar

Tel. :+221-8320628

Fax.:+221-8320426
Courriel: cissematar@sentoo.sn
defces@sentoo.se

Tidiane Guisse

Ingénieur des travaux des Parcs nationaux
Chef de la Division Gestion de la faune
Inspection forestiére de Tambacounda
Ministére de 1’environnement

Dakar

Tel. :+221-9811145

Fax. :+221-9811145

Courriel: menv(@sentoo.sn

Ndiawar Dieng

Conseiller technique

Ministére de I’environnement et de
I’assainissement

Parc Forestier de Hann

P.O. Box 1831

Dakar

Tel.:+221-8890245
Fax.:+221-8222180

Courriel: Ndiawar_dg@yahoo.fr

Ndéye Sene Thiam

Chef de la Division aménagement et gestion
des aires protégées

Direction des parcs nationaux

B.P. 5135 Parcs forestier et zoologique
Ministeére de I’environnement et de
I’assainissement

Dakar Hann

Tel. :+221-8322311/8329309
Fax.:+221-8322311

Courriel: dpn@sentoo.sn
Ndeyesebethiam2003@yahoo.fr

Pape Sall
Consultant

B.P. 17690

Dakar
Tel.:+221-8203510
Fax.:+221-8203511

E-mail: papsal@refer.sn

SIERRA LEONE

Hassan Richard Stevens Mohamed
Director of Forests

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
Security

Youyi Building, Brookfields

Freetown

Tel.:+232-22-242036
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SOUTH AFRICA

Avhashoni Renny Madula

Acting Deputy Director

Forestry Policy and Strategy

Ministry of Water Affairs and Forestry

P/Bag X93

Pretoria 0001

Tel.:+27-12-3367383

Fax.:+27-12-3366656

E-mail: laf@dwaf.pwv.gov.za
madular@dwaf.gov.za

Motsamai Nkosi

Deputy Director, International Liaison
Ministry of Water Affairs and Forestry
P/Bag X313

Pretoria 0001

Tel.:+27-12-3367433
Fax.:+27-12-3367276

Mobile: +27-82-8034346

E-mail: nkosim@dwal.gov.za

Janusz Zwolinski

Head of Forestry

P.O. Box 100281
Scottsville, 3209

Tel.: +27-33-3862314
Fax.:+27-33-3868905

E-mail: zwolinskij@nu.ac.za

SUDAN

Abdelazim Mirghani Ibrahim
General Manager

Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
Forestry National Cooperation

P.O. Box 658

Khartoum

Tel.:+249-11-471575
Fax.:+249-11-472659

E-mail: abdelazim_fnc@hotmail.com

Salwa Mansour Abdelhameed
Director, Wildlife Research Center
Ministry of Science and Technology
Khartoum

Tel./Fax.: 249-13-314798

E-mail: salwa39@hotmail.com

Nagla Mahgoub Hamadain
Forester

Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
Forestry National Cooperation

P.O. Box 658

Khartoum
Tel.:4+249-11-471575
Fax.:+249-11-471575

E-mail: nagla-fnc@yahoo.com

Hanadi Kamal El Din Ahmed
Forester

Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
Forestry National Cooperation

P.O. Box 658, Khartoum
Tel.:+249-11-467654
Fax.:+249-11-472659

E-mail: hanadi_yagoub@hotmail.com

TANZANIA, UNITED REPUBLIC OF

Rehemma Dawood Tibanyenda

Assistant Director

Wildlife Division

Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism
P.O. Box 1994

Dar-es-Salaam

Tel.:+255-22-2866408
Fax.:+255-22-2865836

E-mail: rhematiba@yahoo.co.uk

TOGO

Yao Djiwonu Folly

Directeur des Eaux et Foréts

Ministére de I’environnement et des ressources
forestiéres

B.P. 355

Lomé

Tel.:+228-2214604

Fax.:+228-2214604

E-mail: yfolly@yahoo.fr

TUNISIA

Said Helal

Directeur

Direction générale des foréts

Ministere de I’agriculture, de 1’environnement
et des ressources hydrauliques

30 rue Alain Savary

1002 Tunis

Tel.:+216-71-283727

Fax.:+216-71-283727

E-mail: said.helal@francite.com
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UGANDA Oluka-Akileng

Commissioner for Forests, Forest Department
(Ms) Eunice Nyiramahoro Duli Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment
Deputy Director Field Operations P.O. Box 1752
Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry Kampala
P.O. Box 3530 Tel.:+256-41-251776
Kampala Fax.:+256-41-251917
Tel.:+256-41-346287/8 E-mail: oluka-Akileng@yahoo.com

E-mail: Eunice.mahoro@uwa.or.ug

REPRESENTATIVES FROM NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE COMMISSION
FINLAND

Veli Juola

Counsellor

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Embassy of Finland

Box 2955

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania
Tel.:4+255-22-2119170
Fax.:+255-22-2119173
E-mail: veli.juola@formin.fi

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
EUROPEAN FORESTRY COMMISSION (EFC)

Arvids Ozols

Chairman of the Commission
Deputy State Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture
Republikas lauk. 2

Riga, Latvia

Tel. :+371-7027201

Fax. :+371-7027096

E-mail : arvids.ozols@zm.gov.lv

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS (UNFF)

(Ms) Mia Soderlund

Forest Policy Adviser

Two UN Plaza

United Nations, DC2-2276
New York, N.Y. 10017, USA
Tel. :+1-212-9633262

Fax. :+1-917-3673186
E-mail : soderlund@un.org
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)

Bai-mass Taal

Senior Programme Officer

P.O. Box 47074

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. :+254-2-20222669

Fax. :+254-2-

E-mail : bai-mass.taal@unep.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (UNIDO)

Antonios Levissianos

Industriel Davelopment Officer
Vienna International Centre
P.O. Box 300

A-1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel. :+43-1-26026

Fax. :+43-1-2692669

E-mail : alevissianos@unido.org

Akmel Prosper Akpa

UNIDO Country Representative
Africa Field Representation
Accra, Ghana
Tel.:+233-21-782537
Fax.:+233-21-773898

E-mail: akmel.p.akpa@undp.org

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (AfDB)

Frank Simona Kufakwandi
Principal Forestry Officer

B.P. 323

1002 Tunis Belvédére, Tunisia
Tel.:+216-71103181
Fax.:+216-71830587

E-mail: SKufakwandi@afdb.org

AFRICAN TIMBER ORGANIZATION (ATO)

Emile Mokoko Wongolo

Secrétaire général

B.P. 1077

Libreville, Gabon

Tel. :+241-243443

Fax. :+242-734030

Courriel : oab-gabon@jinternetgabon.com; emilemwe@yahoo.fr
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E. Siisi-Wilson

Technical Director (Forest Management Cert.)
B.P. 1077

Libreville, Gabon

Tel.:4+241-213712

E-mail: siisiwilson@yahoo.com

CONFERENCE DES MINISTRES CHARGES DES FORKTS D’AFRIQUE CENTRALE
(COMIFAC)

Christophe Massudi Mayan Kenda
Secrétaire exécutif

B.P.20.818

Yaoundé, Cameroun
Tel.:+237-2213510/11
Fax.:+237-2213512

E-mail: se.comifac@iccnet.cm

INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER ORGANIZATION (ITTO)

Collins Ahadome

Information Officer

International Organizations Center
5F, Pacifico-Yokohama

1-1-1, Minato-Mirai, Nishi-ku
Yokohama 220-0012, Japan
Tel.:+81-45-2231110
Fax.:+81-45-2231111

E-mail: itto@itto.or.jp

NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT (NEPAD)

Hesphina Rukato

Advisor on Environment
NEPAD Secretariat

P.O. Box 1234

Halfway House

Midrand 1685, South Africa
Tel.:+27-11-3133338
Fax.:+27-11-3133450

SECRETARIAT OF LOW FOREST COVER COUNTRIES (LFCCs)

Jafari Mostafa

Head of the Secretariat

4 Shemshad Lane, Felestin St.
Teheran

Islamic Republic of Iran
Tel.:+98-21-6497925
Fax.:+98-21-6497926

E-mail: mostafajafari@libero.it
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CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL FORESTRY RESEARCH (CIFOR)

Michael Yemi Katerere
Assistant Director-General
P.O. Box 6596 JKPWB
Jakarta 10065, Indonesia
Tel.:+62-251-622622
Fax.:+62-251-622100
E-mail: y.katerere@cgiar.org

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY ON DEVELOPMENT (IGAD)

Awad Abdel Rahim Mohamed
Head, Agricultural Research

P.O. Box 2653

Djibouti, Republic of Djibouti

Tel. :+253-354050

Fax. :+253-356994/353520
E-mail : awad.abdelrahim@jigad.dj

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FORESTRY RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS (IUFRO)

Atse Yapi

Regional Coordinator — Africa

C/o FAO Regional Office for Africa
P.O. Box 1628

Accra, Ghana

Tel. :+233-21-675000

Fax. :+233-21-668427

E-mail : Atse.Yapi@fao.org

ORGANIZATION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF AFRICAN WILDLIFE (OCAW)

Philémon Selebangue
Secrétaire permanent
B.P. 7104

Yaoundé, Cameroun

Tel. :+237-2313740

Fax. :+237-2313741
E-mail : ocfsa@yahoo.fr

PERMANENT INTERSTATE COMMITTEE FOR DROUGHT CONTROL IN THE SAHEL
(CILSS)

Bertrand Zida

03 BP 7049

Ouagadougou 03, Burkina Faso
Tel.:+226-374125
Fax.:+226-374132

Courriel: Bertrand.zida@cilss.bf
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SOUTH AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC)

Lloyd Mubaiwa

Senior Forestry Expert

P.Bag 0095

Gaborone, Botswana

Tel. :+267-3951863

Fax. :+267-3972848

E-mail : Lmubaiwa@sadc.int

WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION (WAEMU)

Malick Diallo

Directeur de I’environnement

01 BP 543

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

Tel. :+226-318873

Fax. :+226-318872

E-mail : malick.diallo@uemoa.int

WORLD AGROFORESTRY CENTRE (ICRAF)

August Basil Temu
Professor

P.O. Box 30677

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. :4+254-20-524197
Fax. :+254-20-524001
E-mail : a.temu@cgiar.org

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

AFRICAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES (AAS)

Fredrick Owino

Fellow

P.O. Box 13762

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. :+254-2-884401/5

Fax. :+254-2-884406

E-mail : fowin@kenyaweb.com

AFRICAN FOREST RESEARCH NETWORK (AFORNET)

Dominic Blay

Coordinator

West/Central Node of Afornet
Knusi Box 63

Kumasi, Ghana

Tel. :+233-51-60121

Fax. :+233-51-60123

E-mail : dblay@forig.org
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Iba Kone

Programme Manager

P.O. Box 14798

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. :+254-20-884401/5

Fax. :+254-20-884406

E-mail : afornet@africaonline.co.ke

INTER-AFRICAN FORESTRY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (IFIA)

Jean-Jacques Landrot
Secrétaire général

6, avenue de Saint-Mandé
75012 Paris, France

Tel. :+33-1-43424200
Fax. :+33-1-43425522
E-mail : ifia@wanadoo.fr

ROYAL SWEDISH ACADEMY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY (KSLA)

Bjorn Lundgren

Chairman

Project on SFM in Africa

Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and Forestry
Tengdahlsgatan 49

SE-11647 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel.:+46-8-6436885

Fax.:+46-8-6435864

E-mail: bjorn.lundgren@ekman.se

RESEAU DES FEMMES AFRICAINES POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE
(REFADD)

Jeanne-Marie Mindja
Coordonnatrice adjointe

B.P. 12909

Yaoundé, Cameroun

Tel. :+237-2222135
Fax.:+237-2222251

Portable: +237-7781075
E-mail: granverefadd@yahoo.fr

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE (WWF)

Adewale Adeleke

Regional Coordinator

WWF West Africa Programme Office
Riviera 111, Alabra

B.P. 1776

08 Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire
Tel.:4+225-22-472086
Fax.:+225-22-478245

E-mail : aadeleke@wwfcarpo.org
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UK/GLOBAL WITNESS

(Ms) Laura Furones

Forest Monitoring Coordinator

P.O. Box 6042

London NJ9 5WP, United Kingdom
Tel. :+44-2075-616365

E-mail : [furones@globalwitness.org

FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE CHRISTIAN WORKER INT.

Samuel Annan

P.O. Box 1181 Kanshia

Accra, Ghana

Tel. :+233-621-305480

E-mail : FFCWI@yahoo.com.hk

HOST COUNTRY SECRETARIAT

Sampson Adjei

Chief Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-687303

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : chief@mlf-gh.com

A.S.K. Boachie Dappah

Chief Executive

Ghana Forestry Commission

P.O. Box MB434

N.4 3" Ave. Ridge

Accra

Tel.: +233-21-221315

Fax. :+233-21-220818

E-mail : forcom@forestrycommission.com

Freduah Agyeman

Technical Director

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box M212

Accra

Tel.:+233-21-687303

Fax. :+233-21-666801

E-mail : freduva@mlf-gh.com

Joseph Osiakwan

Planning Officer

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box MB212

Accra

Tel.+233-21-687346

Fax. :233-21-666801

E-mail : osiakwan@mlf-gh.com

(Ms) Yvonne Acquah

Ministry of Lands and Forestry
Ministry of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box MB212

Accra

Tel.+233-21-687346

Fax. :233-21-666801

E-mail : acquah@mlf-gh.com

Kwabena Appiah-Kabi

Assistant Director

Ministry of Foreign Affaires
Box M53

Accra

Tel. :+233-21-664953/2704
E-mail : nanakubi2@yahoo.com

Enoch Osei Mensah

Planning Committee Member
Office of the State Protocol
P.O.Box 36, Accra

Tel. :+233-21-660004



FO: AFWC/2004/REP

Page 29
J. Ampadu National Security Council
Ministry of Information Accra
Accra
Ebenezer Adjei
M.A. Bawumia National Security Council
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ANNEX E

Report of the FAO Regional Workshop on Implementation of
IPF/IFF Proposals for Action in Africa

Accra, Ghana, 16-18 February 2004

1. INTRODUCTION

The Regional Workshop on Implementation of IPF/IFF Proposals for Action in Africa was organized
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) and hosted by the Government
of Ghana from 16 to 18 February 2004 in Accra, Ghana, in conjunction with the Fourteenth session of
the African Forestry and Wildlife Commission. The workshop was co-sponsored by the US
Department of State/USDA Forest Service.

Gathering from all sub-regions of Africa and beyond, 49 experts participated in the workshop, from
countries (20), members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) and other international,
regional and sub-regional organizations (14), private sector (1) and non-governmental organizations

4.

Mr. A.S.K. Boachie-Dapaah, Ghana, was elected as Chairperson and Mr. Ababu Anage Zeleke,
Ethiopia, as Vice-Chairperson of the Workshop. Mr. Abdel Azim Mirghani Ibrahim, Sudan, acted as
Rapporteur and Ms. Christina Amoako-Nuama as Facilitator. The work was conducted in three
Working Groups: (I) Trade and Sustainable Forest Management, chaired by Mr. Roger Foteu,
Cameroon; (II) Rehabilitation of Degraded Forest Lands, chaired by Mr. Ndiawar Ndieng, Senegal;
and (III) Strengthening Regional Collaboration and Preparedness of African Countries in International
Forest Dialogue, chaired by Mr. Bertrand Zida, CILSS.

The workshop was organized to strengthen country, sub-regional and regional action towards
sustainable forest management, including through the implementation of proposals for action of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) and the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF). This was
in direct response to the Sixteenth session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) in March 2003,
which recommended that FAO take the lead in supporting policy and providing technical advice to
countries and facilitate the flow of information between the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)
and countries.

The workshop provided a forum to exchange country experiences and discuss materials available for
implementing IPF/IFF proposals, specifically around themes of trade and sustainable forest
management and rehabilitation of degraded forest lands. It also provided an opportunity to inform
countries about developments in the international forest dialogue and to discuss how countries could
better prepare for global meetings. This was particularly timely considering the upcoming decisions in
2005, on the future international arrangements for forests.

The report was endorsed by the Fourteenth session of the African Forestry and Wildlife Commission.
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2. KEY OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. Implementing Proposals for Action

Observations/Lessons Learned:

1. Democratization, decentralization, political and social stability, continuity of staff, good
governance, awareness raising and law enforcement are prerequisites for sustainable forest
management (SFM), which in turn contributes to reduce poverty.

2. On the other hand, a growing number of international recommendations is overwhelming
country implementing agencies. Implementation of the IPF/IFF proposals for action is weak because
they are not well known and due to the low level of participation of African governments during the
negotiations of these international processes.

3. There is lack of sufficient institutional capacity and financial resources to fully implement
IPF/IFF proposals for action and decisions of UNFF. The negative impacts of Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAPs), inappropriate policy reform programmes and HIV/AIDS pandemic cause further
difficulties.

4, However, many countries are struggling to implement them, particularly through their national
forest programmes, and are using the proposals to check the compatibility of national activities with

international guidance.

Recommendations:

5. Local, national, sub-regional and regional level actors should raise awareness on and make use
of the simplified versions of the proposals, which should be made available in hard copies. The
Permanent Missions to the UN in New York should pass on material received from UNFF timely.

6. Countries should share experiences on the implementation of the IPF/IFF proposals for action
and criteria and indicators, for example, how to prioritize the proposals to concentrate on the most
relevant in the context of their specific conditions.

7. The African Forestry and Wildlife Commission (AFWC) should provide a forum for sharing
experiences on successes and failures.

8. Members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) should develop coordinated and
simplified approaches for implementation.

9. FAO, in collaboration with other CPF members, should continue to facilitate meetings on
implementation.

10. FAO, other members of CPF, the African Forestry Research Network (AFORNET) and the
Forestry Research Network for Sub-Saharan Africa (FORNESSA) and other regional and sub-
regional organizations should continue to support research capacity building and networking.

11. FAO should strengthen efforts to provide information on forest resources and products and, in

collaboration with other CPF members, should facilitate access to information and ease reporting
burden to countries.

2.2. Participation of African Countries in the International Forest Dialogue
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Observations/Lessons Learned:

12. The African voice is not heard at the international negotiations. Only few countries are able to
participate, often with only one person in the delegation.

13. UNEP’s role in helping African countries to prepare for IFF-4 and UNFF’s efforts to support
participation were recognized. Regional preparations and building of a common African position in

future international forest policy negotiations are crucial.

14. African countries have limited capacity to take advantage of existing opportunities, for
instance, the Global Environment Facility’s (GEF) grants on land degradation.

15. Few regional/sub-regional bodies are accredited to the UNFF.

Recommendations:

16. AFWC, in collaboration with sub-regional organizations, should provide a forum for strong
regional policy dialogue, including preparations for future global meetings and for a common African
position at UNFF-5.

17. Domestic resources from both the public and private sectors should be harnessed to support
both participation in and implementation of proposals for action.

18. Countries should improve consultations with stakeholders.
19. Background information should be available well in advance of UNFF sessions.
20. All countries should designate focal institutions/persons.

2.3. Strengthening Regional Actions

Observations/Lessons Learned:

21. Regional/sub-regional organizations, including NGOs, are not sufficiently informed of and
engaged in the UNFF processes and its outcomes. They should be proactive in requesting for
information.

22. Efforts are underway to harmonize policies and strategies in some sub-regions.
Recommendations:
23. The various existing regional and sub-regional organizations dealing with economic issues,

regional development and political coordination should incorporate SFM into their mandates and
implement it, but they need partners to do so.

2.4. Trade in and Sustainable Forest Management (Implementing IPF/IFF
Proposals for Action)

Observations/Lessons Learned:

24, Prerequisites for trade are: (i) product availability; (ii) competitiveness; (iii) buyer confidence
(quality of product; social management; legality; SFM); (iv) investments.
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25. Certification is one tool to promote SFM.

26. Good governance is essential to curbing illegal logging and associated trade.

27. Technical standards and product specifications, especially in Europe, are likely to impair

market access to African producers.
28. Non-wood forest products, including medicinal plants and forest foods, are driven by urban
demand, informal production and export processes that may hurt communities and the forests.

Commercialization is beginning, but export opportunities are informal and undeveloped.

29. The potential of trade in carbon is poorly understood in Africa. Further experiences of
application of carbon trading would be valuable.

Recommendations:

30. Countries should strengthen linkages between trade and forest policy, starting by increasing
collaboration among ministries and with the private sector.

31. Countries should create an enabling environment to attract foreign investments.
32. ATO should continue to develop the Pan-African Forest Certification Scheme (PAFC).
33. FAO should help strengthen mutual recognition between the certification schemes.

34, Producer associations should be strengthened to better promote products, disseminate
information and participate in the national decision-making.

35. Governments, logging companies and international organizations, such as FAO, should
collaborate more to understand market opportunities and dynamics.

36. Governments should promote the use of local wood and other forest products.

37. FAO should facilitate the establishment of bi-lateral and sub-regional forest trade agreements,
for example, by helping with feasibility studies that identify market opportunities and impediments for
trade, including infrastructure problems and export taxes.

38. Technology needs should be specified, especially with regard to appropriate machines and
ways to enhance small-scale enterprises. Private sector partnerships are a key to transfer of
technology.

39. Governments and private sector entities should collaborate to disseminate and make better use
of market information.

40. FAO, ITTO and ATO should collaborate to avoid duplication in the collection and
dissemination of information.

41. Countries should improve their recording of information on production, trade and prices of
NWEFPs in order to improve sustainable forest management and capture the real value of these

products and the contribution of forestry to food security and rural development.

42. Countries should replace exports of bushmeat with domesticated production.
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43. Countries should design market mechanisms that capture the value of water and other non-
market services from forests and ensure that the returns are used back to forest management.
2.5. Rehabilitation of Degraded Forest Lands (Implementing IPF/IFF Proposals for Action)

Observations/Lessons Learned:

44, In many countries, sector policies are separate, and many forest problems are a result of
policies outside the sector.

45. Since forestry has become marginalized, forestry actions must be addressed through national
development strategies and action plans, and strategies of other sectors.

46. Low forest cover countries, many of which are low-income and food-deficit countries as well,
are particularly sensitive to land degradation.

Recommendations:
47. Land rehabilitation strategies should be integrated into other sectoral strategies.
48. National forest programmes should include rehabilitation of degraded lands. Countries, in

collaboration with international institutions, should establish funds for rehabilitation, replenished
partially by forestry activity revenues.

49. Forestry departments and stakeholders should collaborate with other sectors to incorporate
minimum standards in their activities affecting forest.

50. Countries should ensure that research is demand driven and considers community and socio-
economic conditions.

51. Regional efforts should be strengthened to access GEF assistance in supplementing country
national resources in rehabilitating degraded lands.

52. Involvement of private sector and communities in rehabilitation should be encouraged.
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