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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
PERSPECTIVES OF FORESTRY IN THE REGION: NATIONAL PROGRESS REPORTS   
 
1. The Commission stressed the importance of conducting national forest assessments and 
recommended that countries conduct such assessments and seek technical support from FAO and from 
regional and global funding agencies (para. 9). 
 
2. The Commission stressed the importance of information exchange on the successful 
implementation of reforestation and sustainable forest management activities and recommended that 
FAO continue to support field level activities and facilitate information exchange, and that countries 
and FAO record and document success stories to be exchanged for presentation to the 2005 session of 
the Committee on Forestry (COFO) (para. 10). 
 
3. The Commission recommended that countries formulate, update and revise their forest 
policies and prepare and implement national forest programmes (nfps) as workable frameworks for 
forestry development and seek support for that purpose from FAO and the nfp Facility (para. 11). 
 
4. The Commission took note of the continued threats to forests and trees outside forests from 
overgrazing, forest fires and exotic invasive species.  It stressed the importance of collaborative action 
in facing these threats and recommended that thematic studies be conducted on problems common to 
countries (para. 12).   
 
FAO FORESTRY ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION: REVIEW OF FAO REGULAR AND 
FIELD PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING FOLLOW-UP TO THE REQUESTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 15TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION  
 
5. The Commission emphasized the importance of support to mangrove forests and 
recommended that a sub-regional TCP be prepared for the rehabilitation and sustainable development 
of mangroves in some countries of the Region (para. 13). 
   
6. The Commission took note of the importance of economic and monetary valuations of forest 
goods and services to help better reflect the contribution of forestry to national economies and to 
facilitate the sector’s attempts to obtain greater attention and higher national budget allocations.  It 
recommended that better valuation methods be established by FAO to identify these values (para. 14). 
 
FORESTS AND WATER:  THE ROLE OF FORESTS IN FOOD AND WATER SECURITY IN 
THE NEAR EAST 
 
7. Water is a cross-sectoral and comprehensive issue, which should be integrated in national 
development strategies.  The Commission recommended that FAO incorporate such strategies into its 
cross-sectoral projects and development programmes in the Near East Region and invited countries to 
do the same (para. 15). 
 
8. The Commission expressed its interest and concern regarding management practices, 
including integrated watershed management.  It recommended that FAO conduct thematic studies on 
the roles of forests and trees in regulating water flow and quality in watershed areas and along water 
courses, and submit to the 17th Session of COFO a proposal on the socio-economic linkages between 
highland and lowland dwellers and the impact of mountain tourism on water resources and that the 
results and recommendations of studies be presented to the 17th Session of the Commission (para. 17). 
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9. The availability of information on the protective role of forests, trees outside forests and forest 
plantations, and their role in poverty reduction, as well as on the evaluation of non-wood services of 
forests was essential for Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) and the management of water 
resources.  The Commission urged FAO to make information available to countries and to facilitate 
the exchange of such information among countries (para. 18). 
 
FOREST FIRES AGREEMENTS  
 
10. The Commission recognized the validity of developing fire agreements and recommended that 
COFO 2005 discuss the principle of establishing bilateral and regional agreements for combating wild 
fires (para. 21).    
 
IN-SESSION SEMINAR: IMPLEMENTING IPF/IFF PROPOSALS FOR ACTION, 
INCLUDING THROUGH NATIONAL FOREST PROGRAMMES (nfps)  
 
11. The Commission called upon FAO, in collaboration with other partners, to continue to support 
implementation at the national level, and to assist countries in sharing experiences, in building national 
capacities in intergovernmental fora and to follow the progress of the Proposals (para. 23).  
 
12. The participants recommended that the Commission provide a forum for strong regional 
forestry policy dialogue, including preparations for future global meetings and for national, and 
possibly regional, positions at UNFF-5 in 2005 (para. 24). 
 
STRENGTHENING THE NEAR EAST FORESTRY COMMISSION TO HELP ACHIEVE 
SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT IN THE REGION (Item 8) 
 
13. The Commission recommended that the existing arrangement for inter-sessional activities be 
continued and broadened to include some regional organizations and non-governmental organizations, 
as needed.  The Commission considered that FAO Member countries should be apprised at the highest 
level, through COFO, that forestry should receive greater prominence in national and regional 
development planning (para. 26). 
 
REPORT OF THE FAO WORKSHOP ON FOREST RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 2005 
(FRA 2005):  REVIEW OF NATIONAL REPORTS 
 
14. The participants requested FAO to translate basic FRA 2005 documents into Arabic, and 
recommended that FAO should give special consideration to Low Forest Cover Countries (LFCCs) in 
FRA 2005 (para. 28). 
 
REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP ON FORESTRY OUTLOOK STUDY FOR WEST AND 
CENTRAL ASIA (FOWECA) 
 
15. The participants requested FAO to increase technical support for the preparation of the 
country outlook papers (para. 32). 

 
REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO) (Item 10) 
 
16. The Commission recommended that the following items be brought to the attention of the 
Committee on Forestry at its next session: 
 

 Recognizing the appreciable increase in forest and tree plantations as a result of the rising 
awareness of the importance of forests, increased political will and the availability of  
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 treated waste water, the FAO Forestry Department should continue its technical support to 
field activities and in particular to national forest assessments, and facilitate information 
exchange and capacity building by working with countries to exchange document and 
success stories.  

 Recognizing the importance of collaborative action on forest fires and exotic invasive 
species, recommended that relevant thematic studies be conducted and regional 
information networks established to counter these threats. 

 Recognizing the importance of the rehabilitation and sustainable development of 
mangroves in some countries of the region, recommended that a sub-regional TCP be 
prepared to support such action. 

 Recognizing the interdependence between strategies for forest management, water 
resource management and poverty alleviation, particularly in rural areas, the FAO 
Forestry Department should incorporate these strategies into its projects and development 
programmes in the Near East Region. 

 Considering the importance of the need for technical assistance in capacity building on 
water management and use, particularly water harvesting, use of treated waste water and 
the selection of tree species with low water requirements, the FAO Forestry Department 
should conduct a study on the role of trees and forests located in watershed areas and 
along water courses in regulating water flow and quality, submit a proposal on upstream-
downstream social and economic linkages and report to the 17th Session of the 
Commission. 

 Recognizing the importance of developing an institutional framework for implementing 
any proposed bilateral, regional or international fire agreements, COFO should discuss the 
principles of establishing such agreements for combating forest fires. 

 Recognizing the need for international processes to provide the means for the 
implementation of the IPF/IFF proposals for action and for the dissemination of 
information on the outcomes, the FAO Forestry Department, in collaboration with other 
partners, should continue to support implementation at the national level, assist countries 
in building national capacities in intergovernmental fora and to follow the progress of the 
Proposals.  

 In view of the insufficient attention assigned to forestry in most countries, the FAO 
Forestry Department should encourage countries to increase support to their forestry 
sectors, enhance their activities, improve national capacity building, contribute more 
effectively to global intergovernmental fora and follow the progress of debate in such fora. 

 Given the importance of the preparation of country papers for the FOWECA process and 
national forestry development, and the lack of appropriate expertise in several countries, 
the FAO Forestry Department should increase its technical support towards the 
preparation of such papers. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Sixteenth Session of the FAO Near East Forestry Commission was held in Beirut from 
24 to 27 May 2004 at the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of Lebanon.  The 
session was attended by 48 representatives from 19 member countries, and nine observers from non-
member countries, UN agencies, international intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations.  A list of participants is provided in Annex B. 
 
2. The Session was opened by Mr. Abdel Azim Mirghani Ibrahim (Sudan), Chairman of the 
Commission, who welcomed the participants and called the meeting to order.  The Chairman then 
invited Mr. Abdel Salam Ould Ahmed, FAO Representative in Lebanon, to take the floor.  In his 
address, Mr. Ould Ahmed thanked the Government of the Republic of Lebanon for hosting the session 
and referred to the strong and longstanding cooperation between the Government and FAO in all 
agricultural sectors.  Forests were a central component within the Government’s priority areas of 
development and the Commission was an important vehicle for supporting sustainable forest 
management activities throughout the region. 
 
3. On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Dr. M. Hosny El-Lakany, Assistant Director-
General, FAO Forestry Department, thanked the Ministry of Agriculture of Lebanon for its hospitality 
and for the excellent arrangements made in organizing the 16th Session of the Near East Forestry 
Commission.  He referred to the importance of the Commission as a forum for discussing and 
identifying problems and emerging issues common to the region and as a link between international 
dialogue and its translation into practical action on the ground, as emphasized by the Committee on 
Forestry (COFO).  Dr. El-Lakany acknowledged the interdependence of forests, water and agriculture, 
and emphasized the need to ensure that this dynamic relationship was adequately reflected in policy 
development and practical programmes.  He highlighted the importance of forests in alleviating 
poverty and as a major source of rural livelihoods, and the need to achieve equilibrium between 
environmental and human needs.  The 2003 restructuring of the FAO Forestry Department had been 
undertaken to better respond to member countries’ broad needs. Dr. El-Lakany concluded by inviting 
member countries to ensure active participation in the March 2005 session of COFO and ministerial-
level presence at the preceding high-level meeting on forests convened by the FAO Director-General. 
 
4. Mr. Louis Lahoud, Director-General of the Ministry of Agriculture, and representative of His 
Excellency the Minister for Agriculture, welcomed participants on behalf of his Government.  In his 
inaugural speech, he stressed the concerns of the Lebanese leadership about the country’s forest 
resources and the degradation incurred over the past decades.  This concern was reflected in a number 
of remedial measures, which included inter alia the quest for: 
 

• regulations to coordinate land use for residential, industrial agricultural, health, educational 
and communication purposes, with a view to conserving remaining forests and tree cover; and 

• new mechanisms to regulate land use and the development of public goods, such as sea 
shores, air, natural scenery, plants, historical sites and public parks. 

 
5. Mr. Lahoud also pointed out that the Government of Lebanon had ratified the United Nations 
Convention on Desertification Control and commenced with its five-year plan for reforestation and the 
expansion of green spaces.  This had been consolidated through the promulgation of a 1996 act for 
forest protection followed by a number of decrees to declare some forests as natural protectorates.  
Following the country’s ratification of the Convention on Biological Diversity, new legislation was 
before the legislature for the conservation of natural protected areas.  Cooperation was also under way 
with neighboring Syria to reafforest the eastern mountains. 
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 2) 
 
6. The Provisional Agenda, as set out in document FO:NEFC/2004/1 (Annex A), was adopted.  
The list of documents presented to the session is provided in Annex C. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 3) 
 
7. In accordance with its Rules of Procedure, the Commission elected a Chairman, two Vice-
Chairmen and one Rapporteur.  The composition of the Bureau was as follows: 
 

Chairman:  Mr. Louis Lahoud Lahoud (Lebanon) 
 
Vice-Chairmen:  Mr. Abdu Gassim Al Assiri (Saudi Arabia) 
   Mr. Tamer Otrakcier (Turkey) 
 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Alexandros Christodoulou (Cyprus) 

 
8. Mr. Hassan Abdel Nour, Senior Forestry Officer, FAO Regional Office for the Near East, 
served as Secretary of the Commission. 
 
 
PERSPECTIVES OF FORESTRY IN THE REGION: NATIONAL PROGRESS REPORTS 
(Item 4)  
 
9. The Secretariat note (document FO:NEFC/2004/2) and country reports presented during the 
session provided an overview of the situation in the region with respect to forest areas (as estimated by 
the Forest Resource Assessment (FRA 2000) as well as indicated in individual country reports), 
plantation forests, wood fuel production, roundwood production and imports of wood and wood-based 
products. The region’s total import bill for wood and wood products exceeded US$5.0 billion.  For 
countries where recent inventories had shown area estimates different from those provided by FRA 
2000, the Commission suggested that the new figures be included in the country contribution towards 
FRA 2005.  To enhance this contribution and to meet other management purposes, the Commission 
stressed the importance of conducting national forest assessments and recommended that countries 
conduct such assessments and seek technical support from FAO and from regional and global funding 
agencies. 
 
10. The Commission noted an appreciable increase in forest and tree plantation in several member 
countries as a result of the rising awareness of the importance of forests, increased political will and 
the availability of treated waste water.  It was noted that there had been a marked rise in urban and 
peri-urban planting in particular.  The Commission stressed the importance of information exchange 
on the successful implementation of reforestation and sustainable forest management activities and 
recommended that FAO continue to support field level activities and facilitate information exchange, 
and that countries and FAO record and document success stories to be exchanged for presentation to 
the 2005 session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO). 
 
11. Pressures and threats facing forestry in the region were discussed and the need to effectively 
meet imminent challenges were cited as reasons for more empowered forestry institutions manned by 
capable personnel with broadened training.  The need for holistic planning was also stressed.  The 
Commission recommended that countries formulate, update and revise their forest policies and prepare 
and implement national forest programmes (nfps) as workable frameworks for forestry development 
and seek support for that purpose from FAO and the nfp Facility. 
 
12. The Commission took note of the continued threats to forests and trees outside forests from 
overgrazing, forest fires and exotic invasive species.  The Commission stressed the importance of 
collaborative action in facing these threats and recommended that thematic studies be conducted on 
problems common to countries.  Areas to be covered could include use interactions between forest and 
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range resources, and the regulation of such use to achieve integration and sustainability of both 
resources; and the impact of invasive species on the environment in general and on forests in particular 
with the establishment of regional information networks on measures to counter such threats.  
 
 
FAO FORESTRY ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION: REVIEW OF FAO REGULAR AND 
FIELD PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING FOLLOW-UP TO THE REQUESTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 15TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 5) 
 
13. The Commission considered document FO: NEFC/2004/3.  It was informed of the various 
activities in forest resource development in countries of the region and of the satisfactory 
implementation of on-going projects. The Commission noted the successful completion of technical 
cooperation projects, including the first mangrove project in the region. The Commission emphasized 
the importance of support to mangrove forests and recommended that a sub-regional TCP be prepared 
for the rehabilitation and sustainable development of mangroves in some countries of the Region. 
   
14. The Commission took note of the importance of economic and monetary valuations of forest 
goods and services to help better reflect the contribution of forestry to national economies and to 
facilitate the sector’s attempts to obtain greater attention and higher national budget allocations.  The 
Commission recommended that better valuation methods be established by FAO to identify these 
values and invited countries to do the same. 
 
 
FORESTS AND WATER:  THE ROLE OF FORESTS IN FOOD AND WATER SECURITY IN 
THE NEAR EAST (Item 6) 
 
15. The Secretariat introduced document FO: NEFC/2004/4. The Commission reaffirmed the 
importance of forests and water to the region.  Water scarcity, poverty, food insecurity, natural 
disasters and forest degradation were all inter-linked, particularly in rural areas.  Water is a cross-
sectoral and comprehensive issue, which should be integrated in national development strategies and 
the Commission recommended that FAO incorporate these strategies into its cross-sectoral projects 
and development programmes in the Near East Region. 
 
16. Many countries pointed out the need for capacity building in technical aspects of water 
management and use, e.g. water harvesting, use of treated sewage water and selection of tree species 
with low water requirements, etc.  The issue of the conflict between tree planting and water 
consumption, specifically by individual farmers, was also raised. 
 
17. The Commission took note of the continued support by FAO to sustainable mountain 
development through its leading role in the International Year of Mountains. In view of the water 
shortages experienced by many countries in the region, the Commission expressed its interest and 
concern regarding management practices, including integrated watershed management.  It 
recommended that FAO conduct thematic studies on the roles of forests and trees located in watershed 
areas and along water courses in regulating water flow and quality, and submit to the 17th Session of 
COFO a proposal on the socio-economic linkages between highland and lowland dwellers and the 
impact of mountain tourism on water resources.  The results and recommendations of these studies 
should also be presented to the 17th Session of the Commission. 
 
18. The availability of information on the protective role of forests, trees outside forests and forest 
plantations, and their role in poverty reduction, as well as on the evaluation of non-wood services of 
forests was essential for Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) and the management of water 
resources.  The Commission urged FAO to make information available to countries and to facilitate 
the exchange of such information among countries. 
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FOREST FIRES AGREEMENTS (Item 7) 
 
19. The Secretariat introduced document FO: NEFC/2004/5 which highlighted the role of fire in 
the land-use system and natural ecosystem processes, the FAO Forestry Department’s work on forest 
fires, and the importance of networks and efficient collaboration at all levels to control fires or reduce 
their damaging impact.  The document provided information on a global agreement on wildfires, as 
promoted by the International Wildland Fire Summit held in Australia in 2003.  The importance of 
community participation in combating fires and, in particular, in fire prevention was stressed by 
participants.  It was recalled that donors were already supporting participatory forest fire management 
in the region.   
 
20. The Commission emphasized the significance of bilateral arrangements to address problems 
occurring across borderlines during fire-fighting operations.  Regional agreements were, however, 
needed for promoting information networks and experience exchange, particularly on post-fire 
operations.  The obligations and constraints of any agreement or convention were recalled. 
 
21. The importance of selecting an institutional framework for implementing any proposed 
regional or international arrangement was stressed.  The Commission recognized the validity of 
developing fire agreements and recommended that COFO 2005 discuss the principle of establishing 
bilateral and regional agreements for combating wild fires.    
 
 
IN-SESSION SEMINAR: IMPLEMENTING IPF/IFF PROPOSALS FOR ACTION, 
INCLUDING THROUGH NATIONAL FOREST PROGRAMMES (nfps)  
 
22. An in-session Seminar on Implementing IPF/IFF Proposals for Action, including through 
National Forest Programmes (nfps), was held during the session, based on document FO: 
NEFC/2004/6.  The participants were informed of the ongoing international forestry debate, in 
particular the discussion at the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and activities by the 
members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF). 
 
23. The participants stressed the need for international processes to provide the proper means for 
the implementation of the Proposals for Action and for the dissemination of information on the 
outcomes. The Commission called upon FAO, in collaboration with other partners, to continue to 
support implementation at the national level, and to assist countries in sharing experiences, in building 
national capacities in intergovernmental fora and to follow the progress of the Proposals.  
 
24. The participants recommended that the Commission provide a forum for strong regional 
forestry policy dialogue, including preparations for future global meetings and for national, and 
possibly regional, positions at UNFF-5 in 2005. 
 
 
STRENGTHENING THE NEAR EAST FORESTRY COMMISSION TO HELP ACHIEVE 
SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT IN THE REGION (Item 8) 
 
25. Secretariat Note FO: NEFC/2004/7 reviewed the role of the Commission since its 
establishment in 1953 as a policy and technical forum to discuss and address forest issues on a 
regional basis; to advise on the formulation of forest policy and as a mechanism for information 
sharing.  FAO was encouraged to coordinate and cooperate with regional bodies to assist in capacity-
building in SFM. 
 
26. The Commission was informed about and discussed the inter-sessional activities, including the 
meeting of a regional task force on forestry whose recommendations had contributed appreciably to 
the content and agenda of the current session of the Commission.  The Commission recommended that 
such an arrangement for inter-sessional activities be continued and broadened to include some regional 
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organizations and non-governmental organizations, as needed.  The Commission considered that FAO 
Member countries should be apprised at the highest level, through COFO, that forestry should receive 
greater prominence in national and regional development planning. 
 
 
REPORT OF THE FAO WORKSHOP ON FOREST RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 2005 
(FRA 2005):  REVIEW OF NATIONAL REPORTS (Item 9) 
 
27. A workshop on Forest Resources Assessment (FRA 2005) (document FO:NEFC/2004/INF.6) 
was held prior to the 16th Session of the Commission.  Twenty-four National Correspondents (NCs) 
from 16 countries attended (see Annex D).   
 
28. The participants requested FAO to translate basic FRA 2005 documents into Arabic, and 
recommended that FAO should give special consideration to Low Forest Cover Countries (LFCCs) in 
FRA 2005. 
 
29. National forest resources assessment was accorded high priority, and FAO’s assistance was 
strongly requested by NCs, particularly by those countries which had recently experienced conflicts. 
 
 
REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP ON FORESTRY OUTLOOK STUDY FOR WEST AND 
CENTRAL ASIA (FOWECA) (Item 9) 
 
30. The FOWECA planning workshop was held on 23 May 2004 in Beirut, in conjunction with 
the 16th Session of the Commission (document FO:NEFC/2004/INF.7). Twenty-five participants, 
including 13 FOWECA focal points, took part in the workshop (Annex E).  The main objectives were 
to introduce to the focal points the process and activities of the FOWECA study, to discuss the 
structure and preparation of the country outlook paper, and to identify the thematic outlook study 
topics and issues. Three presentations were made on: an introduction to the study process; forces 
having an impact on the forestry sector in the region; and trends and scenarios of the forestry sector to 
the 2020 horizon. The structure of the country outlook paper was discussed and agreed upon, and 
topics were identified for thematic outlook studies.  
  
31. The Forestry Outlook Study for West and Central Asia (FOWECA) is part of the series of 
outlook studies being implemented by FAO. Following a recommendation by the Near East Forestry 
Commission at its 15th Session, FAO, in collaboration with the member countries, conducted a forestry 
outlook study for the countries of West and Central Asia. At the invitation of the FAO Director-
General, the Ministers responsible for forestry of the 23 countries of the region had nominated a focal 
point for the outlook study.  
 
32.      The participants requested FAO to increase technical support for the preparation of the country 
outlook papers. Focal points would establish an in-country working group and a work plan that would 
be communicated to FAO as soon as possible. Nominal financial support would be available to 
support national efforts. 

 
 
REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO) (Item 10) 
 
33.  The Commission recommended that the following items be brought to the attention of the 
Committee on Forestry at its next session: 
 

 Recognizing the appreciable increase in forest and tree plantations as a result of the rising 
awareness of the importance of forests, increased political will and the availability of 
treated waste water, the FAO Forestry Department should continue its technical support to 
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field activities and in particular to national forest assessments, and facilitate information 
exchange and capacity building by working with countries to exchange document and 
success stories.  

 Recognizing the importance of collaborative action on forest fires and exotic invasive 
species, recommended that relevant thematic studies be conducted and regional 
information networks established to counter these threats. 

 Recognizing the importance of the rehabilitation and sustainable development of 
mangroves in some countries of the region, recommended that a sub-regional TCP be 
prepared to support such action. 

 Recognizing the interdependence between strategies for forest management, water 
resource management and poverty alleviation, particularly in rural areas, the FAO 
Forestry Department should incorporate these strategies into its projects and development 
programmes in the Near East Region. 

 Considering the importance of the need for technical assistance in capacity building on 
water management and use, particularly water harvesting, use of treated waste water and 
the selection of tree species with low water requirements, the FAO Forestry Department 
should conduct a study on the role of trees and forests located in watershed areas and 
along water courses in regulating water flow and quality, submit a proposal on upstream-
downstream social and economic linkages and report to the 17th Session of the 
Commission. 

 Recognizing the importance of developing an institutional framework for implementing 
any proposed bilateral, regional or international fire agreements, COFO should discuss the 
principles of establishing such agreements for combating forest fires. 

 Recognizing the need for international processes to provide the means for the 
implementation of the IPF/IFF proposals for action and for the dissemination of 
information on the outcomes, the FAO Forestry Department, in collaboration with other 
partners, should continue to support implementation at the national level, assist countries 
in building national capacities in intergovernmental fora and to follow the progress of the 
Proposals.  

 In view of the insufficient attention assigned to forestry in most countries, the FAO 
Forestry Department should encourage countries to increase support to their forestry 
sectors, enhance their activities, improve national capacity building, contribute more 
effectively to global intergovernmental fora and follow the progress of debate in such fora. 

 Given the importance of the preparation of country papers for the FOWECA process and 
national forestry development, and the lack of appropriate expertise in several countries, 
the FAO Forestry Department should increase its technical support towards the 
preparation of such papers. 

 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Item 11) 
 
34. No other matters were discussed. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Item 12) 

 
35.  The Commission noted with appreciation the offers made by the delegations of Cyprus, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Sudan to host the 17th Session of the Near East Forestry Commission.   
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Item 13) 
 
36. The Commission reviewed the draft report, which was subsequently adopted. 
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CLOSING OF THE SESSION (Item 14)  
 
37. In their closing statements, the Commission Chairman, the Commission Secretary, the FAO 
Representative in the Republic of Lebanon and Dr. M.Hosny EL-Lakany, who addressed the audience 
on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, all thanked the Government of the Republic of Lebanon for 
having hosted the Commission and for the excellent arrangements that had contributed to the 
meeting’s success.  The speakers also commended the interpreters and translators for their work.  The 
Secretary of the Commission made a special mention of the Lebanese NGO that had provided valuable 
assistance in the organization of the session and emphasized that FAO greatly encouraged this type of 
collaboration.  The Commission welcomed to the meeting His Excellency Ali Hassan Khalil, Minister 
for Agriculture of the Republic of Lebanon, who closed the session with a statement emphasizing the 
importance of forests to the region.  His Excellency commended the good standard of debate and work 
of the Commission and the high level of participation by countries which reflected the growing 
awareness of the importance of the Commission and of forests and their roles in countries of the 
region.  His Excellency concluded by thanking FAO for the various aspects of technical support it had 
extended to Lebanon, including to the forestry sector. 
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ANNEX A 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 

1. 

 

Opening of the Session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Election of officers 

4. Perspectives of forestry in the Region:  national progress reports 

5. FAO forestry activities in the Region:  Review of FAO Regular and Field Programmes, 
including follow-up to the requests and recommendations of the 15th Session of the 
Commission 

-  NEFC Inter-sessional activities 

6. Forests and Water: The role of forests in food and water security in the Near East Region 

7. Forest Fire Agreements 

8. Strengthening the Near East Forestry Commission 

9. -  Report of the FAO Workshop on Forest Resources Assessment 2005 (FRA 2005):  
Review of national reports (for information) 

-  Report of the FAO Workshop on Forestry Outlook Study for Western & Central Asia 
(FOWECA) (for information) 

10. Regional issues identified by the Commission for the attention of the Committee on 
Forestry (COFO) 

11. Any other business 

12. Date and place of next session 

13. Adoption of the report 

14. Closing of the session 
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ANNEX B 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
  Chairperson:   Louis Lahoud Lahoud (Republic of Lebanon) 
 
  Vice-Chairpersons:  Abdu Gassim Al Assiri (Saudi Arabia) 
      Tamer Otrakcier (Turkey) 
 
  Rapporteur:   Alexandros Christodoulou (Cyprus) 
 
  Secretary:   Hassan Abdel Nour (FAO) 

 
 
AFGHANISTAN 
 
Ghulam Haideri 
Head of Environment, Forest and Range 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box #1235 
Kabul 
Tel.:+93-079334067 
E-mail: Thr. FAOR serge.verniau@fao.org 
 
Abdul Wali Modaqiq 
Director General of Forest Improvement 
Forest and Range Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box #1235 
Kabul 
Tel.:+93-79212497 
E-mail: modaqiq@yahoo.com 
 
ALGERIA  
 
Abdelkader Rachedi 
Cadre central 
Ministère de l’agriculture et du développement 
rural 
Chemin Doudon Mokhtar 
Alger 
Tel. :+21-915288 
Fax.:+21-915309 
E-mail:  rachediaek@hotmail.com  
 
CYPRUS 
Alexandros Christodoulou 
Chief Conservator of Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Environment 
26, Louki Akrita Avenue 
1414 Nicosia 
Tel.:+357-22-805503 

Fax.:+357-22-781419 
E-mail: management@citanet.com.cy  
 
EGYPT 
 
(Ms) Hoda Salah El Din Rashed 
Director General for Afforestation Department  
Under-Secretariat of Afforestation and 
Environment 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
Nadi El Seid Str.  
Dokki Giza, Cairo 
Tel.:+20-2-3373790 
Fax.:+20-2-3354983/7498128 
E-mail:  afrosegy@gega.net.com 
 
(Ms) Maryam Moussa 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Agricultural Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt  
Villa Savoia 267 
00199 Rome 
Tel.:+39-068548956 
Fax.:+39-068542603 
E-mail:  Maryam.Moussa@tiscali.it  
 
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
 
Gholam Abbass Abdinejad 
Member of  High Council for Forest, Range 
and Soil 
Forest, Range and Watershed Management 
Organization  
P.O. Box 19576/567 
Tehran 
Tel.:+98-21-2446505/2 
Fax.:+98-21-2446551 
E-mail:  faro_high_concil@mavara.com 
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Majid Seifollahian 
Member of  High Council for Forest, Range 
and Soil 
Forest Range and Watershed Management 
Organization  
P.O. Box 19576/567 
Tehran 
Tel.:+98-21-2446505 
Fax.:+98-21-2446551 
E-mail: fano highcouncil@mavdna.com 
m seifollahin@persianvillage.com  
 
IRAQ 
 
Sabah Salem Al-Kawaz 
General Director of Horticulture and Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Abou Gharib 
Baghdad 
Tel.:+964-1-5111534 
Cell : +964 0790922865 
E-mail: kawazsabah@maktoob.com 
 
JORDAN 
 
Mohammed Ahmed Ali Al Daqish 
Head of the Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 961045 
Amman 
Tel.:+962-6-5341116 
Fax.:+962-6-568631 
E-mail: azri@moa.gov.jo   
 
LEBANON 
 
Louis Lahoud Lahoud* 
Director-General 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-683018 
Fax: +961-1-323873 
E-mail: fadyasmar@terra.net.lb 
 
Ghattas Akl* 
Director, Rural Development and Natural 
Resources Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-763450 
E-mail:  fadyasmar@terra.net.lb  
 
 

Fady Asmar* 
Head of Service of Rangelands, Public            
Gardens and Protected Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel:+961-3-259818 
E-mail:  fadyasmar@terra.net.lb  
 
 
Michel Bassil 
Head of Service, Reforestation and Harvesting 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel. :+961-3-408424 
E-mail:  bassilmichel@hotmail.com  
 
(Ms) Zeina Tamim 
Agricultural Engineer 
Rangelands, Public Gardens and Protected 
Forests Service  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-943161 
E-mail:  zeinatamim@hotmail.com  
 
Fadi Ibrahim El Husseini 
Head of Service 
Rural Development and Natural Resources 
Ministry of Agriculture – South Lebanon 
Saida – Saray 
Tel.:+961-7-720027 
Fax.:+961-1-701200 
E-mail:  blackfad_1@hotmail.com  
 
Georges Frenn 
Agricultural Engineer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel. :+961-3-408424 
E-mail:  
 
Nabil Assaf 
Forest ngineer, Service of Conservation of 
Nature 
Ministry of Environment 
P.O. Box 70-1091 
Antelias 
Tel.:+961-3-326154 
Fax.:+961-4-425080 
E-mail:  n.assaf@moe.gov.lb  
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(Ms) Diane Klaimi 
Biosafety Focal Point 
Ministry of Environment 
P.O. Box 70-1091 
Antelias 
Tel.:+961-3-522222 
Fax.:+961-4-524555 
E-mail:  dklaimi@moe.gov.lb  
 
Nabila Saab Fathallah 
Advisor 
Lebanese Association for the Protection of the 
Environment 
P.O. Box 1135829 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-216404 
Fax.:+961-1-787367 
E-mail:  skykiwi@hotmail.com  
 
Makram Geha 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel. :+961-3-408424 
 
Elie Imad 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel. :+961-3-408424 
  
Radwan Wazneh* 
Director – Public Relations Dept. 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Beydoun St./Achrafieh 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-675234 
 
Wafaa Dikah* 
Director – Agroindustries 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tel.:+961-3-730707 
E-mail: wdikah@agriculture.gov.lb 
 
* Host Country Secretariat 
 
 LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
 
Al-Taher Al Hasoumi 
Secretary of the National Committee to 
Combat Desertification 
Department of Agricultural Development 
Tripoli 
Tel.:+218-21-3616148 
Fax.:+218-21-3616148 
E-mail:  taher-NCD@yahoo.com  

MOROCCO 
 
Abdel Shakour Ghambour 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco in 
Lebanon 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-1-859839 
Fax.:+961-1-859851 
E-mail:  
 
OMAN 
 
Ahmed Mohamed Bin Mostahil Al Kathiry 
Specialist, Plant Studies 
Head of Camels Management Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Resources 
P.O. Box 482-211  
Salalah 
Tel.:+968-9490177 - 290175 
E-mail: alkathiri-2003@yahoo.com 
 
Mohamed Salim Al-Mashikhi 
Manager, Range Resources Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Resources 
P.O. Box 49  
Taka Salalah 
Tel.:+968-294421 
Fax.:+968-293733 
E-mail: kabori@hotmail.com  
 
PAKISTAN 
 
Kanmwar Muhammad Suleman 
Director, Pakistan Forest Institute 
Peshawar 
Tel.:+92-91-9216137 - 845195 
Fax.:+92-91-9216203 
E-mail:  sulemankanwar@yahoo.com  
 
SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF 
 
Abdu Al Assiri 
Director-General 
Range and Forests Department 
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 11454 
Riyadh 
Tel.:+966-1-4033702 
Fax.:+966-1-4033702 
E-mail:  abdo_hashem@agrwat.gov.sa  
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SUDAN 
 
Abdelazim Mirghani Ibrahim 
General Manager 
Forests National Corporation 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Khartoum 
Tel.:+ 249-183-471575 
Fqx.:+249-183-472659 
E-mail:  abdelazim_fnc@hotmail.com  
 
Salah Yousif Mohammed 
Director of Inventory and Management 
Forests National Corporation 
National Authority for Forests 
P.O. Box 658 
Khartoum 
Tel.:+249-11-499923 
E-mail:  fncorp@sudanmail.net  
Private: salahyousif@hotmail.com  
 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 
Ali Dawood 
Director, Forestry Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
Al  Sabaa Bahrat-Al Abed Street 
Damascus 
Tel.:+963-11-2248964  963 112241382 
Fax.:+963-11-2240826 
E-mail:  forestry@mail.sy 
 
Mohammad Fares 
Chief, Department of Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
Damascus 
Tel.:+963-11-2248964 
Fax:+963-11- 
E-mail:    
 
TURKEY 
Yuksel Erdogan 
Forest Engineer 
General Directorate of Forestry 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
Orman Genel Mudurlugu Bilisim Destek 
Servisi 1 Nolu Bina 
Gazi/Ankara 
Tel.:+90-312-2230969 
Fax.:+90-312-2222078 
E-mail:  yerdogantr@yahoo.com  
 
Tamer Otrakcier 
Department Head – RPC Forestry 
General Directorate of Forestry 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 

OGM Gazi Tesisleri No. 1 
Gazi-Ankara 
Tel.:+90-312-2128042 
Fax.:+90-312-2227336 
E-mail:  apk@ogm.gov.tr  
 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 
Abdullah Bin Rashed Al Moalla 
Director of Central Agricultural Region 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
P.O. Box 1509 
Dubai 
Tel.:+971-6-8822228 
Fax.:+971-6-8822777 
E-mail:  almoalla.maf@uae.gov.ae  
Private:  aralmoal@emirates.net.ae  
 
Mohammad Nawaz Khan 
Director (Tech.) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 1894 
Al Ain 
Tel.:+ 971-3-7626000 
Fax.:+971-3-7628733 
E-mail: 
 
Abdullah Ahmed Abdulkarim 
Manager 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 1894 
Al Ain 
Tel.:+ 971-3-7626000 
Fax.:+971-3-7628733 
E-mail: 
 
UZBEKISTAN 
 
(Ms) Gulusa Vildanova 
FRA 2005 National Correspondent 
Main Forestry Department 
Tashkent 
Tel.:+7-3712- 
Fax.:+7-3712- 
E-mail:  gvildanova@yahoo.com 
 
YEMEN, REPUBLIC OF 
 
Mohamed H. Moqbil 
Head of Natural Forest Department 
Sana’a 
Republic of Yemen 
P.O. Box 354 
Tel: +967 1 250 976 
Fax: + 967-1-250977 
Email: mhmoqbil@yahoo.com 
Email: gdfdc@yemen.net.ye 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBER COUNTRIES NOT MEMBERS                         

OF THE COMMISSION 
 

ITALY 
 
Michele di Cosmo 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Department of Cooperation 
Rome, Italy 
Tel.:+39-0636916313 
Fax.:+39-0636916253 
E-mail:  michele.dicosmo@esteri.it  
 
 
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND  
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

 
 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA 
(ESCWA) 
 
Fidele Byiringiro 
Economic Affairs Officer 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Riad El-Solh Sq. 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.:+961-1-978510 
Fax.:+961-1-981510 
E-mail:  byiringiro@un.org  
 
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNDP) 
 
Dima Al-Khatib 
Environment Programme Manager 
UN House, 7th floor 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-1-978721 
Fax.:+961-1-981521 
E-mail:  dima.al-khatib@undp.org.lb  
 
Richard El Riachy 
Site Engineer, UNDP Project 
Ministry of Environment 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-279573 
Fax.:+961-3- 
E-mail:  riachy826@mail.com  
 
 
 

 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP) 
 
Mohamed El-Kouhene 
WFP Representative and Country Director in 
Syria 
Adrian Street 
Damascus 
Tel.:+963-93-214308 
E-mail:  Mohamed.El-Kouhene@wfp.org
  
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
(WHO) 
 
Habib M. Latiri 
WHO Representative in Lebanon 
UN House 
Beirut 
Tel.:+963-1-612970 
Fax.:+963-1-612973 
 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 
(UNIDO) 
 
Giuseppe Papuli 
UNIDO Representative in Lebanon 
UN House 
Beirut 
Tel.:+963-1-981301 
Fax.:+963-1-981415 
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INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO) 
 
Nabil Watfah 
Coordinator of Technical Cooperation 
ESCWA Building 
Beirut 
Tel.:+963-1-752406 
Fax.:+963-1-752400 
E-mail:  watfa@ilo.org  
 
 
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 
ARAB ORGANIZATION FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (AOAD) 
 
Mohammad Suleiman Abido 
Director 
Arab Institute for Forestry and Range 
P.O. Box 142 
Lattakia, Syria 
Tel.:+963-41-418459 
Fax.:+963-41-418459 
E-mail:  mhdabidoscs-net.org  
aoad@scs-net.org  
 

 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Nuhad Dagher 
Dean and Professor, FAFS 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-1-343002 
Fax.:+961-1-744460 
E-mail:  ndaghir@aub.edu.lb 
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FAO SECRETARIAT 

 
M. Hosny El-Lakany 
Assistant Director-General 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel. :+39-0657055879 
Fax. :+39-0657052151 
E-mail :  hosny.ellakany@fao.org  
 
Hassan AbdelNour 
Senior Forestry Officer 
Regional Office for the Near East 
P.O. Box 2223 
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.:+20-2-3316136 
Fax.:+20-2-7495981 
E-mail:  Hassan.AbdelNour@fao.org  
 
Jean-Louis Blanchez 
Forestry Officer 
Forest Products and Economics Division 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel. :+39-9657055712 
Fax. :+39-0657055514 
E-mail :  JeanLouis.Blanchez@fao.org  
 
(Ms) Qiang Ma 
Forestry Officer 
Forest Products and Economics Division 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel. :+39-9657055011 
Fax. :+39-0657055514 
E-mail :  Qiang.Ma@fao.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abdelrahman Gorashi 
Consultant 
Regional Office for the Near East 
P.O. Box 2223 
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.:+20-2-3316000 
Fax.:+20-2-7495981 
E-mail:  abdelrahman.gorashi@fao.org  
 
(Ms) Patricia Tendi 
Meetings Officer 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel. :+39-0657054309 
Fax. :+39-0657052151 
E-mail :  patricia.tendi@fao.org  
 
(Ms) Michèle Millanès 
Consultant 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel. :+39-0657053641 
Fax. :+39-0657052151 
E-mail :  michele.millanes@fao.org  
 
(Ms) Dahlia Radwan 
Secretary 
Regional Office for the Near East 
P.O. Box 2223 
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.:+20-2-3316000 
Fax.:+20-2-7495981 
E-mail:  dahlia.radwan@fao.org  
 
(Ms) Nadida Osman 
Secretary 
Regional Office for the Near East 
P.O. Box 2223 
Dokki, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.:+20-2-3316000 
Fax.:+20-2-7495981 
E-mail:  nadida.osman@fao.org 
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ANNEX C 
 

 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 
 

Agenda 
Item 

Code Title 

 

2 

 

FO:NEFC/2004/1 

 

Provisional Agenda 

4 FO:NEFC/2004/2 Perspectives on forestry in the Region: national 
progress reports 

5 FO:NEFC/2004/3 Review of FAO Regular and Field Programmes, 
including follow-up to the requests and 
recommendations of the Fifteenth Session of the 
Commission 

6 FO:NEFC/2004/4 Forests and Water: The Role of Forests in Food and 
Water Security in the Near East Region 

7 FO:NEFC/2004/5 Forest Fire Agreements 

 FO:NEFC/2004/6 In-session Seminar:  Impleementing IPF/IFF 
proposals for action, including through National 
Forest Programmes 

8 FO:NEFC/2004/7 Strengthening the Near East Forestry Commission 

   

Information documents: 
 

 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.1 Information Note  

 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.2 Provisional Timetable 

 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.3 List of documents 

 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.4  Report on the XII World Forestry Congress 
5 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.5 NEFC Inter-sessional Activities 
9 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.6 Report of the FAO Regional Workshop on Forest 

Resources Assessment (FRA 2005): Review of 
national reports  

9 FO:NEFC/2004/INF.7 Report of the FAO Workshop on Forestry Outlook 
Study for West and Central Asia (FOWECA) 
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ANNEX D 
 
 

REPORT OF THE FAO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GLOBAL FOREST 
RESOURCES ASSESSMENT – FRA 2005 

 
Beirut, Republic of Lebanon, 21-22 May 2004 

 
 
Preamble 
 
The Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA 2005) is conducting a series of regional workshops as 
part of the preparatory work for the country reporting process. These regional workshops respond to 
requests made by many member countries during the global training session held at FAO Headquarters 
in Rome in November 2003.   
 
The Near East Regional Workshop was the first in the series and was held in conjunction with the 
Near East Forestry Commission.  It was hosted by the Lebanese Government and jointly organized by 
the FAO Forestry Department in Rome and the Regional Office for the Near East in Cairo, together 
with the local NGO, The Association for Forestry Development and Conservation (AFDC).  
 
Invitations to the workshop were extended to all the nominated National Correspondents (NCs) for 
countries that belong to the Near East Region. In total 24 participants from 16 countries, one regional 
organization and one private sector company attended the meeting (Appendix 1). 
 
Objectives and content 
 
The main objectives of the workshop were to: 

• present and discuss the fifteen National Reporting Tables which the countries are being 
requested to compile for FRA 2005 (especially for those NCs who did not attend the 
November 2003 Training Session in Rome); 

• present the new tools that have been developed for facilitating the work of the National 
Correspondents, such as the documents “Guidelines for country reporting” and the “Country 
Reporting template”; 

• review the work done so far by the Near East countries in compiling the national reporting 
tables for FRA 2005, to share country experiences on the reporting process and to describe 
how FAO may provide support to linked activities such as National Forest Assessments; 

• establish the time schedule and define deadlines for the country reporting to FRA 2005; and 
• provide technical assistance and further guidance in order to ensure consistent high-quality 

reporting that meets the specifications established for FRA 2005. 
 
The first day of the workshop was dedicated to a presentation of the FRA Process, the National 
Reporting Tables and the common methodological framework established for FRA 2005. Each 
presentation was followed by a time assigned for questions, answers and discussion.   
 
The second day of the workshop started with the presentation of country experiences in reporting to 
FRA 2005.  The following countries presented their experiences of completing the National Reporting 
Tables: 

• Cyprus 
• Uzbekistan 
• Sudan 
• Turkey 
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The country presentations were followed by a discussion where common problems in the country 
reporting were identified, as well as proposals on how to address these problems.  Common problems 
included the lack of or weak and incomplete data, difficulties in adapting national definitions to the 
FRA definitions, etc. 
 
Another item covered on the second day was National Forest Assessments (NFA).  A presentation was 
made of the support provided by FAO to National Forest Assessment and the basic methodology 
suggested by FAO. This was followed by a presentation by Lebanon on the country’s NFA 
experience, which is one output of the soon to be concluded TCP/LEB/2903 project, and by a 
presentation by the Islamic Republic of Iran on its work in preparing a NFA.  
 
There was great general interest in undertaking NFAs and the participating countries found that the 
experiences from Lebanon were important for designing good NFAs for the low forest cover countries 
(LFCCs) in the region.  Iran has already begun the design of a NFA and it was suggested that it 
contact FAO to obtain support for its initiative.  General country statements were also made by Egypt 
and Iraq. 
 
The second day was concluded by presenting the means of technical support provided to the NCs by 
the FRA Secretariat in Rome in order to help them solve technical questions and to elaborate the 
country reports. The timetable for the work to be undertaken by the countries was also presented and 
discussed. 
 
Issues raised, recommendations and requests 
 
During the workshop, several issues were raised and recommendations made on how to handle 
specific reporting problems. In particular, the meeting requested FAO support with the following: 

• translation of the basic FRA 2005 documents into Arabic; 
• compilation of a CD-ROM with all the presentations and documentations to be sent to the 

NCs; 
• consolidation of communication between the NCs and the FRA Secretariat in Rome; 
• future FRAs should take more into consideration some particular characteristics of the LFCCs, 

such as:  land with multiple land use, and importance of trees outside forest. 
• many countries lack data on their forest resources and thus support to National Forest 

Assessments is needed; 
• some of the countries in the region are in need of particular support due to recent and on-going 

political unrest. 
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Appendix 1 
 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN 
Ghulam Haideri 
Head of Environment, Forest and Range – 
Environment Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box #1235 
Kabul 
Tel.:+93-079334067 
E-mail: Thr. FAOR serge.verniau@fao.org 
 
Abdul Wali Modaqiq 
Director General of Forest Improvement 
Forest and Range Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box #1235 
Kabul 
Tel.:+93-079212497 
E-mail: modaqiq@yahoo.com  
 
CYPRUS 
Charalampos Alexandrou 
Forestry Officer 
Department of Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Environment 
26, Louki Akrita Avenue 
1414 Nicosia 
Tel.:+357-2-2805517 
Fax.:+357-2-2781419 
E-mail: planning@fd.moa.gov.cy  
 
EGYPT 
(Ms) Hoda Salah El Din Rashed 
Director General for Afforestation Department  
Under-Secretariat of Afforestation and 
Environment 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
Nadi El Seid Str.  
Dokki Giza, Cairo 
Tel.:+20-2-3373790 
Fax.:+20-2-3354983/7498128 
E-mail:  afrosegy@gega.net.com 
 
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
Gholam Abbass Abdinejad 
Member of High Council for Forest, Range 
and Soil 
Forest Range and Watershed Management 
Organization  

P.O. Box 19576/567 
Tehran 
Tel.:+98-21-2446505/2 
Fax.:+98-21-2446551 
E-mail:  faro_high_concil@mavara.com 
 
Majid Seifollahim 
Member of High Council for Forest, Range 
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ANNEX E 
 

REPORT OF THE FAO WORKSHOP ON FORESTRY OUTLOOK STUDY FOR 
WESTERN AND CENTRAL ASIA (FOWECA) 

 
Beirut, Republic of Lebanon, 23 May 2004  

 
 

 
Preamble 
 
The Forestry Outlook Study for West and Central Asia (FOWECA) is one of a series of outlook 
studies being implemented by the FAO Forestry Department, following a recommendation by the Near 
East Forestry Commission at its 15th session in Karthoum, Sudan, that FAO, in collaboration with the 
member countries of the region, undertake an outlook study for the West and Central Asian countries. 
At the invitation of the FAO Director-General, the Ministers responsible for Forestry of the 
23 countries of the region nominated a focal point for the outlook study, who would, through a series 
of joint meetings, discuss and agree upon the method, programme and the outputs of the study.   
 
The FOWECA workshop was held on 23 May 2004 in Beirut, in conjunction with the 16th Session of 
the Near East Forestry Commission in Beirut. The list of participants in the meeting is appended to 
this report. Twenty-five persons from 16 countries, including 13 FOWECA member countries, 
participated in the workshop (Appendix 1).   
 
Workshop Objectives: 
 
The workshop’s main objectives were to introduce the process and activities of the FOWECA study, 
to discuss the structure and the preparation of the country outlook paper, and to identify the thematic 
outlook study topics and issues. 
 
Mr. Hassan Abdel Nour, Senior Forestry Officer in the FAO Near East Regional Office, opened the 
workshop by introducing the objectives and the agenda.  Mr. J-L Blanchez, Forestry Officer, FAO 
Headquarters, Rome, presented the process, outputs and activities of the study.  The forces having an 
impact on the forestry sector were presented by Ms. Qiang Ma, Forestry Officer, FAO Headquarters. 
Trends and prospects in forestry with some guidance on scenarios formulation were presented by Mr. 
Blanchez.   
 
The presentations elicited valuable comments and suggestions from the participants, who stressed the 
importance of considering stability and security, human development, inter regional and global 
impacts as well as the demographic, economic and social, science and technological, environmental 
and policy and institutional driving forces.  A suggested methodology for national scenario planning 
should be proposed, with sub-regional institutions being invited to collaborate in the implementation 
of the study. Some countries emphasized their limited access to and availability of information.  
Countries suggested that a further regional or sub-regional meeting be convened to discuss draft 
country outlook papers.   
 
In the afternoon session, the participants split into two working groups, guided by a presentation by 
Ms. Ma to discuss: 

 
• the structure of the suggested outline of the country outlook paper; and  
• the topics and the breakdown issues for the thematic studies. 

 
Group I comprised Afghanistan, Cyprus, Lebanon, Iran, Turkey, and Uzbekistan;   
Group II comprised Jordan, Syria, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. 
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Results of the group discussion: 
  
The structure of the country paper outline was generally accepted. Some minor comments were 
suggested related to the introduction and the conclusion and should be considered in the final version. 
 
The main topics for thematic outlook studies as identified by the groups are listed as follows:  
 
Group I:  
 

1. Socio-economic (all countries – first priority):  
• Rural poverty 
• Urbanization and resulting increasing demand for forest services 
• Employment 
• Socio-economic aspects specific to forestry 
• Globalization and its effects on forestry 
• Population migration and demographic changes 

 
2. Ecology and economics (all countries – first priority) 

• Desertification 
• Deforestation 
• Erosion 
• Rehabilitation  
• Degradation of biological diversity 
• Wildlife  
• Natural disasters 

 
3. Legal and institutional (all countries – second priority) 

• Management and planning system 
• Forest education (first priority) 
• Financing Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) 
• Ownership conflicts and land tenure (Turkey, Afghanistan, Iran) 
• Protected areas management 

 
4. Other topics 

• Fuel wood (except Turkey, Cyprus) 
• Harvesting and management 
• Non-wood forest products 
• Forest fires 
• Pest and diseases 
• Agro forestry  (Iran, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan) 

  
Group II 
 

1. Integrated sustainable management of forests and range lands 
• Resource assessments of forest and range and carrying capacity, ecosystem management 
• Land tenure and use rights, capacity building, rural extension, (forest and range), degree 

of dependence of wildlife and livestock on forest and range 
• Traditional laws  

 
2. Socio-economic development of forest and range lands inhabitants 

• Wood collection, animal rearing, income generation  
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3. Human activities which impact on forests and range 
• Agriculture expansion,  
• Urbanization, mines and quarries,  
• Overgrazing, wood collection 

 
4. Natural and other disasters 

• Droughts, fires, diseases and pest, conflicts 
 
5.    Biological diversity of forest and range lands 

• Loss of habitat 
• Loss of species 
• Opportunity of eco-tourism 
• Forest and range protectorates 

 
During the wrap-up session, the participants agreed with the overall programme of the study as 
presented during the working sessions. A contract or an agreement would be prepared to provide the 
focal point with the necessary financial FAO support. In the meantime, the focal point would establish 
an in-country working group and a work plan that would be communicated to FAO as soon as 
possible.   
 
Some specific recommendations were made on the following:  
 

• The country outlook paper can be prepared in either Arabic or English. 
• The request for more technical support from FAO to prepare the country outlook paper had 

been raised by some countries. Visits of countries by FAO staff can be organised at the 
specific demand of the country focal point.  

• Most of the countries agreed to deliver a draft country report by December 2004. However 
considering specific constraints and conditions in some countries, a longer period of 
preparation would be needed. In that case, the focal point should propose a work plan to 
FAO.     
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
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Forest and Range Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box #1235 
Kabul 
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E-mail: modaqiq@yahoo.com  
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Alexandros Christodoulou 
Chief Conservator of Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Environment 
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1414 Nicosia 
Tel.:+357-22-805503 
Fax.:+357-22-781419 
E-mail: management@cytanet.com.cy  
 
EGYPT 
(Ms) Hoda Salah El Din Rashed 
Director General for Afforestation Department  
Under-Secretariat of Afforestation and 
Environment 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
Nadi El Seid Str.  
Dokki Giza, Cairo 
Tel.:+20-2-3373790 
Fax.:+20-2-3354983/7498128 
E-mail:  afrosegy@gega.net.com 
 
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
Gholam Abbass Abdinejad 
Member of  High Council for Forest, Range 
and Soil 
Forest, Range and Watershed Management 
Organization  
P.O. Box 19576/567 

Tehran 
Tel.:+98-21-2446505/2 
Fax.:+98-21-2446551 
E-mail:  faro_high_concil@mavara.com 
 
Majid Seifollahian 
Member of  High Council for Forest, Range 
and Soil 
Forest Range and Watershed Management 
Organization  
P.O. Box 19576/567 
Tehran 
Tel.:+98-21-2446505 
Fax.:+98-21-2446551 
E-mail: fano highcouncil@mavdna.com 
m seifollahin@persianvillage.com  
 
IRAQ 
Sabah Salem Al-Kawaz 
General Director of Horticulture and Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Abou Gharib 
Baghdad 
Tel.:+964-1-5111534 
Cell : +964 0790922865 
E-mail: kawazsabah@maktoob.com 
 
JORDAN 
Mohammed Ahmed Ali Al Daqish 
Head of the Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 961045 
Amman 
Tel.:+962-6-5341116 
Fax.:+962-6-568631 
E-mail: azri@moa.gov.jo   
 
LEBANON 
Fady Asmar 
Head of Service of Rangelands, Public            
Gardens and Protected Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel:+961-3-259818 
E-mail:  fadyasmar@terra.net.lb  
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Michel Bassil 
Head of Service, Reforestation and Harvesting 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan 
Beirut 
Tel. :+961-3-408424 
E-mail:  bassilmichel@hotmail.com  
 
Ghattas Akl 
Director, Rural Development and Natural 
Resources Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-763450 
E-mail:  fadyasmar@terra.net.lb  
 
(Ms) Zeina Tamim 
Agricultural Engineer 
Rangelands, Public Gardens and Protected 
Forests Service  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan/Al Ouzai 
Beirut 
Tel.:+961-3-943161 
E-mail:  zeinatamim@hotmail.com  
 
OMAN 
Ahmed Mohamed Bin Mostahil Al Kathiry 
Specialist, Plant Studies 
Head of Camels Management Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Resources 
P.O. Box 482-211  
Salalah 
Tel.:+968-9490177 - 290175 
E-mail: alkathiri-2003@yahoo.com 
 
Mohamed Salim Al-Mashikhi 
Manager, Range Resources Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Resources 
P.O. Box 49  
Taka Salalah 
Tel.:+968-294421 
Fax.:+968-293733 
E-mail: kabori@hotmail.com  
 
PAKISTAN 
Kanmwar Muhammad Suleman 
Director, Pakistan Forest Institute 
Peshawar 
Tel.:+92-91-9216137 - 845195 
Fax.:+92-91-9216203 
E-mail:  sulemankanwar@yahoo.com  
 
 

SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF 
Abdu Gassim Al Assiri 
Director-General 
Range and Forests Department 
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 11454 
Riyadh 
Tel.:+966-1-4033702 
Fax.:+966-1-4033702 
E-mail:  abdo_hashem@agrwat.gov.sa  
 
SUDAN 
Salah Yousif Mohammed 
Forests National Corporation 
National Authority for Forests 
P.O. Box 658, Khartoum 
Tel.:+249-11-499923 
E-mail:  fncorp@sudanmail.net  
Private: salahyousif@hotmail.com  
 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
Ali Dawood 
Director, Forestry Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
Al  Sabaa Bahrat-Al Abed Street 
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Tel.:+963-11-2248964  963 112241382 
Fax.:+963-11-2240826 
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TURKEY 
Yuksel Erdogan 
Forest Engineer 
General Directorate of Forestry 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
Orman Genel Mudurlugu Bilisim Destek 
Servisi 1 Nolu Bina 
Gazi/Ankara 
Tel.:+90-312-2230969 
Fax.:+90-312-2222078 
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Tamer Otrakcier 
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General Directorate of Forestry 
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OGM Gazi Tesisleri No. 1 
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Fax.:+90-312-2227336 
E-mail:  apk@ogm.gov.tr  
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(Ms) Qiang Ma 
Forestry Officer (Econometrics) 
Forest Products and Economics Division 
Forestry Department 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel.:+39-0657055011 
Fax.:+39-0657055137 
E-mail: qiang.ma@fao.org   
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