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FAO and RFBs

= FAO has committed to:
— provide its technical and administrative support to its own RFBs
to strengthening their effectiveness

— promote collaboration and consultation among all RFBs on
matters of common concern

— facilitate meetings and communication among RFAB and
RFMOs

— cooperate to report on status and trends of fisheries

— support the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats' Network
(RSN)

® FAO is also involved in the process of establishing new RFB
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A unique coordination mechanism bringing together
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Regional action, global impact
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FAO/RSN publication series
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Card page: https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc3719en

PDF URL.: https://www.fao.org/3/cc3719en/cc3719en.pdf

Card page: https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca7843en
PDF URL.: https://www.fao.ora/3/ca7843en/CA7843EN.pdf
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UNFSA Review Conference (2016) reiterated:

> Its encouragement for regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements to strengthen cooperation, ....

FAO COFI (2021) highlighted:

O the key role that RFMOs and Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies
(RFABS) play in combatting IUU fishing and expressed appreciation for
the actions undertaken to strengthen conservation and fisheries
management measures, and encouraged RFMOs to increase cooperation to
continue to strengthen these measures;

4 the central role of RFMOs and RFABSs, within their sphere of competence,
In the implementation of international fisheries instruments;

d RFMOs and RFABs play a key role in supporting and strengthenin
fisheries science, fisheries management and monitoring, control an
surveillance, at both national and regional level; and

Q its appreciation of the role of the Reglional Fishery Body Secretariats’
Network in supporting RFMOs and RFABS, and stressed that regional
fishery bodies should cooperate to ensure common approaches on a
number of cross-cutting issues



Regional Consultation on the Development of a Coordination Framework among

Regional Fishery Bodies in the Western Indian Ocean
(Maputo, Mozambique, 22 — 24 June 2022)
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Regional Consultation on the Development of a Coordination Framework
among Regional Fishery Bodies in the Eastern Central Atlantic Ocean

(Accra, Ghana, 30 November — 2 December 2022)
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West Africa countries with multiple membership in RFBs

Morocco
Mauritania
C. Verde
Senegal
Gambia
Guinea Bissau
Guinea
Sierra Leone
Liberia

Céte d'lvoire
Ghana

Togo
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Equatorial
Guinea
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Congo
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A regional framework
among regional fishery bodies

Scaling up cooperation and coordination
towards sustainable fisheries
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Climate change & Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) CED) oo it

Hot fish: The response to climate change by Most of the studied 17 RFBs are practising

2021 regional fisheries bodies business-as-usual, despite broad-scale
Jonathan Sumby® 9, &, Marcus Havard * ¥, Elizabeth A, Fulion **, Gretta T, Pec ** 9, awareness of CC and desire to learn about
its implications. Data and capacity gaps are
identified as primary contributing factors.

Committee on Fisheries 5022 Highlighted the need for guidance on climate resilient fisheries management, including by
Thirty-fith Session, ©-9 September 2022 convening a workshop with RFMOs and RFABs
Rome, Italy

9th Meeting of RSN: climate change included in the agenda

Regional consultations with RFBs from Western Indian Ocean & Eastern Central Atlantic

oy 0 2022
AN rfh{ Ocean: climate change identified as a priority area
o
0 ]

REGIONAL FISHERY BODY SECRETARATS NETwork | 2023 Survey input received from: 20 RFBs Regional Fishery Body Secretariats’ Network
RSN Magazine No. 22 August 2023

Changes from changing climate

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Rome, 2023

Status quO: RFBs are increasingly aware of the challenges posed by climate change, and some

have initiated actions. However, many admitted facing difficulty engagingin the topic of climate
change despite the existence of good science.




Upcoming FAO workshops Q\/\% s o

United Nations

2 FAO international workshops on “Mainstreaming climate change into
international fisheries governance — the case of Regional Fisheries Bodies

October 2023 June 2024

Cape Town, South Africa

Atlantic region

Chennai, India

Indo-Pacific region
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Global review of RFB actions to integrate climate change impact to ensure
sustainable fisheries management

Objective & methodology

** Objective
o Provide an overview of how RFBs are addressing climate change in multilateral fisheries
governance practices
o Highlight the trends in how RFBs are responding to climate change

o Demonstrate examples of good practices and how to incorporate them into RFB practices

+* Methodology
o Reviewed RFBs: both management RFMOs (n=22) and advisory RFABs (n=24), marine and
inland

o Stage 1: Desk review of publications, reports, webpages of RFBs

o Stage 2: Consultation through workshops (1 held for Pacific and Indian Ocean, 1 upcoming
workshop for the Atlantic/ trans-ocean RFBs)
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Reviewed RFBs: 22 RFMOs + 24 RFABs

24 RFABs
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Source: Lgbach et al 2020, FAO
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Enabling environment to address climate change CED) Sraionar e
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Inclusion of the precautionary Formalized cooperation with relevant entities (other
approach and ecosystem approach RFBs, Regional Seas Organizations, Science-based

in RFB treaties or practices Institutes, Conservation Orgs)
o 57%
2 64% . 50%
o 9% gso 50% 43%
@ 39%
i 50% 46%
i 41%
s 37%
g 29%
£ 5% 1%
8
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o

0%
0%
RFMO + RFAB RFMO RFAB

Precautionary or ecosystem approach Has a scientific committee

Precautionary approach
Ecosystem approach
Figure. Inclusion of precautionary approach Figure. Formalized cooperation with relevant

and ecosystem approachin RFB treaties entities
Source: Lgbach et al 2020, FAO



Enabling environment to address climate change CED) Sraionar e

United Nations

Inclusion of the precautionary Formalized cooperation with relevant entities (other
approach and ecosystem approach RFBs, Regional Seas Organizations, Science-based
in RFB treaties or practices Institutes, Conservation Orgs)
o) 57%
2 64% .
g 59% ! S0, 50%
= 55% ° 43%
0 509 46% 39%
s 41%
"6 37 o
9 29%
g 25%
= 21%
0]
o
0]
o
0% 0%
RFMO + RFAB RFMO RFAB

Precautionary or ecosystem approach Has a scientific committee
Precautionary approach Has partnership with a scientific organization

Ecosystem approach Has a formal Partnership with other RFBs
Has a formal relationship with a regional seas org or conservation org
Figure. Inclusion of precautionary approach
and ecosystem approachin RFB treaties

Source: Lgbach et al 2020, FAO

Figure. Formalized cooperation with relevant
entities
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Actions taken by RFBs to address climate change CFD) G e

United Nations

Scientific research to understand climate change impacts _ 11
Data and

science (incl. Integrating consideration of climate change into RFB
scientific scientific structure _ ¢
structure) . RFMO
e Conservation and management measure (CMM) _ 8 . RFAB
management

RIICE Policy/ guidance/ strategy on climate change [ Rl

Adding climate change as a standing agenda item to RFB _ 7
commissions and committees

Institutional or Climate change focused working group/ sub committee - 5
organizational

matters Developing or partnering in projects on climate change _ 10
Holding or co-sponsoring events or workshops on climate _ 17

change

Figure. Number of RFBs that have taken the action
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Preliminary findings about the current status
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> 78% of the RFBs reviewed had taken atleast1 = S N i N Y S )
action on climate change oo - s
» The average number of actions taken per RFB — I, C
was 1.8 m :
» The most common actions taken were: .
* Holding or co-sponsoring events or ““ I ' e
workshops on climate change (17 RFBs) o X
 Scientificresearch to understand climate :
change impacts (13 RFBs) o C "
* Developingor partneringin projects on g;f TR ‘ :
climate change (10 RFBs) e :
* Policy/guidance/ strategy on climate change =™ :
(10 RFBs) " : —
* Integrating consideration of climate change = , T
into RFB scientific structure (10 RFBs) | — x —
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Preliminary findings about the trend over time CFD) G e
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RFB actions on climate change over time Increase in # and

20
types of actions

15 Emerging types
of actions

e.g. standing item
on climate change,
resolution or CMM
to implement,
integration into

[] I [] N I [] I scientific program
0 L [ | || m

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

10

B Event on Climate change

M Projects addressing climate change

M Strategy/policy/guidelines on climate change and fisheries
Integration of CC into science of RFB



Observations and conclusions F\§/O) organzaio f h
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+¢* Observations

o Climate change is increasing in the number of RFBs that are addressing it, and the frequency
with which it is addressed by each one

o All RFBs are still in the preliminary phases of addressing climate change, its too early to
determine best practices

o RFBs are also looking to each other to see how climate change is being approached and
addressed

+%» Conclusions

o Allocating resources to better understand climate change impacts in RFB coverage area is
key

o Existing management measures, operating procedures need to be assessed to determine to
what degree they can adapt to uncertainties and change

o Networks/initiatives and formal mechanisms for collaboration, exchanging experiences on
adapting to climate change is likely to be valued by RFBs in these early stages

Food and Agriculture
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Next steps

(&>

* Continued consultation through the 2"
FAO workshop with Atlantic/ trans-ocean
RFBs (scheduled 4-5 June 2024, Cape
Town, South Africa)

* RFBs to share follow-up climate activities
at the upcoming meeting of the Regional
Fishery Body Secretariats’ Network (RSN)
to be held in conjunction with FAO COFI36
(July 2024)

* Development of guidance and capacity

. . 1%t FAO workshop with RFBs from Indo-Pacific
building programme to support RFBs in Oceans, Chennai, India, October 2023

advancing climate resilient fisheries
management and enhance regional
coordination frameworks
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FAQ’s support to RFBs for sustainable
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Thanks for your attention

piero.mannini@fao.orq

lori.curtis@fao.orq

tarub.bahri@fao.org

xuechan.ma@fao.orq

ot
.{\:'} ./.{ Global achievements are built upon regional efforts
@ ¢

ICSP-17, UN HQ, New York, 16 May 2024
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