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Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. Itis an honour to address the 44th Session of the FAO Conference.

2. Firstly, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all Members for your
support, involvement, and for the guidance you have provided. It is only
through your continued engagement and support that we can ensure COFO
remains relevant, inclusive, and impactful.

3. Allow me to also extend my appreciation to the Chairperson of the 27th
Session of COFO, Mr Gunter Walkner, and the Members of the COFO
Steering Committee, for their leadership and dedication in steering COFO 27
with wisdom and determination. Their efforts have strengthened COFO as
the leading global platform for dialogue and cooperation on forest issues.

4. As the Chairperson of the 28™ Session of COFO, | want to assure you that
my commitment is to serve this process in the best way possible — with
openness, with transparency, and with a firm focus on results. | believe
strongly that COFO must be a space where all voices are heard — where
different perspectives come together to guide collective action on forests.

5. But beyond dialogue, we must be driven by the need for impact.



6. The global challenges we face — from deforestation and forest degradation
to the devastating effects of climate change, wildfires and biodiversity loss
— demand more than words. They require concrete, measurable actions.

7. Forests are central to our efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals, to address the climate crisis, to support livelihoods, and to safeguard
the well-being of future generations.

8. The next session of COFO must reflect this urgency.

9. It must deliver focused outcomes that go beyond policy discussions —
outcomes that translate into real change.

10.The FAO Forestry Roadmap: From Vision to Action 2024-2031, agreed at
COFO27, provides us with a strong foundation. It highlights the dual
emphasis on the protective and productive functions of forests as well as the
role of innovation as a driver for scaling up forests contribution to agrifood
system transformation.

11. I encourage all Member Nations, partners, and stakeholders to remain
actively engaged in the intersessional period. For those not yet Members of
COFO, I extend a warm invitation to join us.

12.Your expertise, your experiences, and your expectations will guide us in
building a process that delivers on the promise of: Better production, a
better nutrition, a better environment and a better life — leaving no one
behind.

13.Finally, I would like to acknowledge the dedication of the Secretariat, whose
tireless support will be essential as we move forward.

14.1 look forward to working closely with the COFO Steering Committee and
all of you.

15.Together, I am confident that we can advance meaningful, inclusive, and
impactful outcomes for forests, for people, and for our planet.



16.Thank you.



