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e YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DR. GRAZIANO, DEAR MEMBERS OF THE

DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, DELEGATES, AND COLLEAGUES.

e | AM GRATEFUL TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU
TODAY ABOUT THE ENORMOUS, AND COMPLEX, CHALLENGES WE
ALL FACE CONCERNING GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION.

e | WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE FAQO FOR ITS STATE OF
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE, WHICH EMPHASISES THE

IMPORTANCE OF NEW APPROACHES TO ADDRESS MALNUTRITION.

e CANADA CONSIDERS NUTRITION TO BE ONE OF THE MOST

PRESSING DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME.



FINAL

IMPROVING NUTRITION PROMISES TRANSFORMATIVE EFFECTS ON
THE LIVES OF MILLIONS OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND THEIR

FAMILIES.

IN PARTICULAR, CANADA RECOGNIZES THAT WOMEN — AS
ENTREPRENEURS, WAGE EARNERS AND FARMERS — HAVE A
CENTRAL ROLE TO PLAY IN ADVANCING GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY,

POVERTY REDUCTION AND ECONOMIC GROWTH.

THREE YEARS AGO, CANADA'S PRIME MINISTER LAUNCHED THE
MUSKOKA INITIATIVE ON MATERNAL, NEWBORN AND CHILD

HEALTH AS PART OF CANADA'S G8 PRESIDENCY.

CANADA HAS SINCE MADE NUTRITION A KEY PART OF OUR

EFFORTS UNDER THIS INITIATIVE.



FINAL

e AT THE RECENT MEETING OF GLOBAL PARTNERS EARLIER THIS
MONTH ON “NUTRITION FOR GROWTH: BEATING HUNGER
THROUGH BUSINESS AND SCIENCE”, CANADA’'S MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ANNOUNCED AN ADDITIONAL
$145 MILLION IN INVESTMENTS THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO

IMPROVED NUTRITION.

e CANADA IS ALSO MINDFUL THAT INCREASING AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY AROUND THE WORLD REMAINS

INDISPENSABLE TO WIN THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER.

e L'ANALYSE DE LA FAO NOUS PROCURE DE L'INFORMATION SUR
LES DEFIS AUXQUELS LE MONDE EST CONFRONTE : LA
PRODUCTION AGRICOLE DEVRA AUGMENTER DE 60 % D'ICI 2050
POUR REPONDRE A LA DEMANDE PREVUE DE LA POPULATION

MONDIALE, QUI COMPTERA 9,3 MILLIARDS DE PERSONNES.

e ON S’ATTEND A CE QUE LA SURFACE NETTE DES TERRES
ARABLES DANS LE MONDE AUGMENTE DE MOINS DE 5 p. 100
D’I1CI 2050.



ON PREVOIT AUSSI QUE LES CHANGEMENTS CLIMATIQUES
AURONT D'IMPORTANTES REPERCUSSIONS NEGATIVES SUR LA

PRODUCTION MONDIALE D’ICI 2050.

SO, WE MUST INCREASE PRODUCTION BY 60%, DURING A TIME
OF CLIMATE CHANGE, AND WITH BARELY MORE ARABLE LAND

THAN WE HAVE TODAY.

THIS REPRESENTS AN ENORMOUS CHALLENGE FOR FOOD
SECURITY THAT WILL IMPACT BILLIONS OF RURAL PRODUCERS
AND CONSUMERS.

SUSTAINABLE IMPROVEMENTS IN FOOD SECURITY CAN ONLY BE

ACHIEVED IF WE PUT FARMERS AT THE CORE OF ANY STRATEGY.

THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT GIVEN THE FACT THAT HALF OF
THE WORLD’S POOR AND UNDERNOURISHED ARE SMALLHOLDER
FAMILIES, WHICH INCLUDE HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF WOMEN

AND CHILDREN.



FINAL

e AFIN DE SATISFAIRE A LA DEMANDE PREVUE EN ALIMENTS ET DE
REDUIRE LA PAUVRETE ET LA FAIM, LE MONDE A BESOIN DE
SYSTEMES ALIMENTAIRES PERMETTANT AUX AGRICULTEURS DE

FAIRE DE BONS CHOIX QUI :

- STIMULENT LEUR PRODUCTIVITE ET LEUR PRODUCTION

- AUGMENTENT LEURS POSSIBILITES DE REVENU

- REDUISENT LES EFFETS DE L’AGRICULTURE SUR

L'ENVIRONNEMENT

e CANADA ALSO BELIEVES THAT INNOVATION IS VITAL TO

INCREASING PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY.

e THIS INCLUDES INNOVATIVE PROCESSES, SUCH AS ZERO
TILLAGE, AND INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS, INCLUDING

BIOTECHNOLOGY.



THE FAO HAS FOUND THAT BIOTECHNOLOGY CAN HAVE A
MEANINGFUL, AND POSITIVE, IMPACT ON PRODUCTION AND

FARMERS’ OPPORTUNITIES IN SUPPORT OF FOOD SECURITY.

A GROWING NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, INCLUDING DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES, ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY TO
DEVELOP CROPS THAT ARE MORE PRODUCTIVE AND TOLERATE

MORE EXTREME WEATHER.

HOWEVER, ASYNCRONICITY IN APPROVAL PROCESSES DISRUPTS
TRADE, REDUCES ACCESS TO FOOD, AND CAN INCREASE FOOD

PRICES.

CANADA BELIEVES THAT IT IS CRUCIAL FOR COUNTRIES TO WORK

TOGETHER IN ADDRESSING THESE DISRUPTIONS.

WE ARE WORKING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES, AND THE FAO TO

ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF THE PRESENCE OF APPROVED

GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS IN LOW LEVELS.



FINAL

e IN ADDITION TO INNOVATION, CANADA BELIEVES THAT OPEN AND
PREDICTABLE TRADE IS VITAL TO PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE.

e LE LIBRE COMMERCE FONDE SUR DES PRINCIPES SCIENTIFIQUES
JOUE DEJA UN ROLE CRUCIAL POUR LA SECURITE ALIMENTAIRE
MONDIALE. DES DOUZAINES DE PAYS SONT DES IMPORTATEURS
NETS ET ILS COMPTENT SUR LE COMMERCE POUR SE PROCURER
LES ALIMENTS DON'T ILS ONT BESOIN, MAIS DES DOUZAINES
D’AUTRES ONT EGALEMENT RECOURS AU COMMERCE POUR

OBTENIR LES DENREES QU’ILS NE PEUVENT PRODUIRE.

e CETTE DEPENDANCE A L’EGARD DU COMMERCE NE FERA QUE

S’ACCENTUER A L’AVENIR.

e AINSI, LE CANADA EST NON SEULEMENT UN IMPORTANT
PRODUCTEUR AGRICOLE, MAIS EST EGALEMENT LE SIXIEME
IMPORTATEUR D’ALIMENTS AU MONDE, EN GRANDE PARTIE EN

RAISON DE SON CLIMAT.



FINAL

e C’EST DIRE QUE MEME UN PAYS COMME LE CANADA A BESOIN
D’UN COMMERCE OUVERT ET PREVISIBLE POUR REPONDRE AUX

BESOINS NUTRITIONNELS DE SA POPULATION.

e |N CONCLUSION, WE BELIEVE INNOVATION AND INCREASED
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY IS KEY TO ENSURING THAT
COUNTRIES CAN DELIVER STRONG NUTRITION IMPACTS THROUGH

THEIR FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS.

e LIKEWISE, OPEN TRADE CAN IMPROVE ACCESS TO FOOD, AND
ENABLE FARMERS TO EARN BETTER INCOMES AND ESCAPE

POVERTY.



e AU COURS DES DEUX DERNIERES ANNEES, LE CANADA A
CONTRIBUE DE FACON VOLONTAIRE A LA FAQO DANS LES
DOMAINES DE L'INNOVATION, Y COMPRIS LA BIOTECHNOLOGIE,
ET DES ECHANGES COMMERCIAUX OUVERTS ET FONDES SUR LA
SCIENCE.

e NOUS ESPERONS QUE CES TRAVAUX POURRONT CONTRIBUER A

AMELIORER LA PRODUCTIVITE ET L’ACCES AUX ALIMENTS.

e MERCI DE VOTRE ATTENTION.



