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Mr. Chairman, your Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Director General, Mr. José Graziano da Silva. 

Mr. da Silva, you can indeed continue to rely on Denmark in this organization’s immense contribu-

tion to eradicate malnutrition, and in your efforts to make FAO more cost-efficient. 

The commitment of the international community in the Millennium Declaration to reduce by half 

the number of people, who suffer from hunger by 2015, is thus still within reach. Policies geared 

towards productivity must be accompanied by crop diversification strategies, education and –the 

most important one – “behavioural changes”.  

There is a need for a dramatic improvement in the level as well as in the quality of investment in 

sustainable agriculture with emphasis on the scarcity of water, energy and soil. Huge problems con-

cerning the ongoing waste of food have to be addressed and the real residues from food production, 

i.e. fibres from crops and animal waste products also, have to be re-cycled. 

Scaling up investments with a resource-efficient scope and building resilience in the global food 

system is mandatory for all regions and all nations. We ought to produce more with less; less resi-

dues, fewer pesticides, less energy, less water and less CO2 emissions. All with the purpose of feed-

ing all human beings globally in a long term sustainable way – and still keep focus on the preserva-

tion of nature. 

What we need is a targeted cooperation between companies, public agencies and authorities, re-

search institutions and civil society that will strengthen the standards for sustainability, for resource-

efficiency and Life Cycle Analysis methods (LCA) on an international level. 

These indicators must be founded on scientific knowledge and best practice, be robust, transparent 

and also re-duplicable in any relevant context. The aim is to reduce the environmental impact of 

food production. 

I strongly support the FAO multi-stakeholder initiative concerning partnership on benchmarking 

and monitoring the environmental performance of livestock supply chain and the Global Agenda of 

Action for sustainable livestock, GAA. 



Denmark has launched an ambitious project called the Moon Pig (first pig on the Moon). We want 

to develop the future livestock facilities for intensive pig production. The goal is to ensure, in com-

bination, continued growth and sustainability of livestock production in Denmark and globally. The 

initiative shall – through public-private-partnership – develop new innovative methods and technol-

ogies, which will make it possible to measure all residues and emissions from intensive pig produc-

tion. This initiative shall demonstrate a profitable production which does not harm the environment 

and includes high animal welfare. The aim is to decoupling our pig production from the farmland 

and to produce more from less. This requires a new regulatory framework where we set a target for 

the acceptable level of emissions instead of the input-regulation we use today. 

Pertaining malnutrition I shall emphasize the negative impact from malnutrition on education and 

each individual’s possible contribution to prosperity for local communities. These abovementioned 

important issues have also to be seen as a crucial contribution to the Post 2015 Development Agen-

da. 

Finally, I would like to emphasize that globally we shall only prevail, if we all – at international, na-

tional, regional and individual level – take on our responsibilities combating injustice, mismanage-

ment, corruption and lack of opportunities for every human being. 

The means we all have includes professional governance, democracy, human rights and the rule of 

law. In that respect a strong focus on the empowerments and rights of women and girls, gender 

equality and the prevention and combating of any kind of violence against women are essential pre-

conditions for equitable and inclusive development. 

The Director-General can count on our continued strong commitment, but Denmark’s position per-

taining the budget is quite firm; FAO must also implement focused measures in order to obtain a 

more cost-effective and efficient structure without reducing its core functions  

Thank you for your attention – Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


