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Transcription of the live translation
Original language Arabic

By Mr Falah ZAIDAN

Minister for Agriculture of Iraq

Your Excellency Chairman of the Conference, Excellencies, Ministers, representatives of
states and governments, ladies and gentlemen,

I am happy to be with you in the 39th Conference of the FAO representing the
government and people of Iraq. I wish the conference to full success.

Mr. Chair, I would like to congratulate Mr. José Graziano da Silva for his re-election as the
Director-General of the FAO and this shows the trust of the partners and Member
Countries in his person, endeavors and achievements for the four past years guiding the
organization and implementing the renovation and reform programme in accordance with
the Member Countries and we are confident that the next four years will be of great
success in the provision of services across Member Countries to reach the food security
and nutrition, stability of the agricultural trade and, of course, reach the Sustainable
Development Goals, while a number of countries have effectively reached the targets of
the MDG.

Mr. President, I would like to mention that Iraq managed to realize concrete achievements
and reached development goals, particularly Goal #1 when it comes to eradicating hunger
and poverty and the livelihood of Iraqis improved significantly after years of wars and
embargos, by realizing the first steps to sustainable development, openness to
investments to the agriculture sector. Thanks to the support of the state to smallholders
and to the many funding facilities, the agriculture sector improved significantly and in turn
we said that these achievements are the result of our cooperation.

Today, Mr. Chair, the improvements and achievements across Iraq were unfortunately
undermined by Terrorism. ISIS and many terrorist groups have attacked many fertile and
productive regions across Iraq, high producers of wheat, flour, and other vegetable
particularly the region of Mosul and Dyalaa, in addition to many other fertile territories in
Tikrit, Ramadi, and Kirkuk.

ISIS is trying as well to control many irrigation plants in order to dominate large areas
militarily of criminal nature exposing civilian residents to hunger and poverty forcing
displacement. This resulted in three million displaced persons from their lands to to more
secure areas.



As such, the agricultural sector in Iraq is exposed to deep crisis situations. On one side lost
tens of thousands of farmers and producers in agriculture because they were obliged by
ISIS to flee their lands and some were killed, and on the other hand, the governmental
institutions were providing assistance to refugees including with agricultural products
coming from other sources.

The Iraqi market had many shocks that can be summed up as follows; the terrorist attacks
in addition to the war on terrorism that ravaged many regions whereas millions of
hectares are excluded from production and many neighboring areas, the displacement of
farmers to remote areas, the scarcity of water in the two basins of Tigris and Euphrates.
The control by ISIS of irrigation systems water resources in Syria and Iraq. The drop in
crude oil prices has deep repercussions on the budget of the state which has made it very
difficult the execution of programs in support of agriculture.

Mr. Chair, while praising the cooperation with the FAO and other UN agencies, we are
facing difficult times and we are in strong need of technical support, particularly for the
agricultural sector. We need rehabilitation projects for irrigation projects helping us in this
endeavor. Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.
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