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Transcribed from English translation
Original in Arabic
Minister for Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources of Kuwait

Ms Nabilah Ali AL-KHALIL

In the name of God, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate,
Your Excellency, President of the 39th Session of FAQ,
Mr. Director-General,

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Heads of Delegations,

Ladies and gentlemen,

We stand here today to take the floor at the FAO. On behalf of the State of Kuwait, we are here to
convey the salutations of our leader, Emir Sabah al-Ahmed al-Jaber al-Sabah. We would like to salute
you on behalf of the Emir of the country, of the people of Kuwait, and of the government of Kuwait.

Today, we are here to speak on behalf of the state of Kuwait, and we would like first to start by
congratulating Mr. Jose Graziano da Silva for his re-election as Director-General of the FAO. We
would like to re-assert our trust in his work and our faith in his collaboration with us. We expect of
Mr. da Silva to continue stressing the importance of food security and nutrition, particularly in our
region of the world. We wish Mr. da Silva all success in his endeavors.

The state of Kuwait is particularly proud of supporting projects that come to the service of the hungry
and the poor in our world today. We are always looking forward to breaking the vicious cycle of
hunger and poverty in rural areas and elsewhere. We therefore call the FAO Organization, the WFP,
and the IFAD to exert every possible effort in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals
and objectives of the World Humanitarian Summit. We would like to thank the FAO for the certificate
granted to Kuwait for its achievement on food security during the past few years.

We stand by the FAO policies that aim at increasing resilience, particularly in rural areas. This would
provide social security and would also provide better sustainable agricultural development. In Kuwait,
we also look forward to stronger bonds and ties with the FAO. We are currently working on drafting a
partnership agreement with the FAO. This partnership will be about agricultural development. It will
foster food security and nutrition and will foster technical capacities.

We hope for this partnership to be beneficial for Kuwait and for all other countries, particularly
through south-south cooperation. We would hope for the latter that is south-south cooperation to
expand beyond the traditional boundaries.

We all know that Kuwait is always happy to receive the most recent techniques and the most recent
expertise, and through south-south cooperation, we will be able to share these.

Ladies and gentlemen, Kuwait has crossed a major leap forward in terms of food security. Yet we still
need further assistance from FAO and from Member States because we need to combat desertification,
water scarcity, and other chronic problems that we continue to face in the country.



We stand ready to support the plans of the FAO in order to combat poverty and hunger and in order to
achieve food security. But we also would hope for the FAQO to be more caring about the countries in
this area in general because we do know that in FAO, you have the expertise and the knowledge in
major fields of agriculture and we would need to benefit from that.

We call upon the organization to continue responding to the emergencies, particularly when the
emergencies are about trans-boundary diseases and agricultural disasters.

Last but not least, our doors remain open to dialog and cooperation with the FAO. We will always be
ready to continue cooperating with you and we will put at your service, every resource that we have
because development is our first and primary objective at the end.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your attention.
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