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40" Session of the FAO Conference
Statement by His Excellency Abdel Moneem EL BANNA

Minister for Agriculture and Land Reclamation of the Arab Republic of Egypt

In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate,
President of the Conference,
Honourable Delegates,

President, first and foremost | would like to congratulate you on your election as
president of this session and | wish you success.

Honorable Ministers,

Excellencies, Ambassadors and Heads of Delegations,

Members of Delegations and Representatives of international organizations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The current session of the Conference is under the title Climate Change, Agriculture,
and Food Security.

There are many opportunities for sustainable development and there is the 2030
Agenda which gives hope to millions of people who suffer from poverty and hunger
throughout the world.

Climate change can change agricultural seasons. This leads to a loss of productivity.
Because of the importance of agriculture and because of its ability to adapt to climate
change and because we want to reduce emissions, we hope that the climate
agreement will allow us to find a solution to climate change which will not have a
negative impact on agriculture and production.

So we have a historical opportunity to make positive changes for poor agricultural
families to increase their revenue and we must therefore put in place new strategies to
achieve food security and to face climate change and to achieve sustainable
development.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Strategy for Agricultural Development in Egypt until 2020
concentrates on the best use of natural resources in order to achieve or to increase
the annual rate of agricultural production and to achieve more self-sufficiency and to
increase the rate of sustainable development.

At the same time, we want to enhance our agricultural exports and Egypt has a
comparative advantage in producing cotton and some flours and wheat. We have
largescale projects which we have put in place in fish production. We have claimed 1.5
million feddans in the context of the Sustainable Development Plan in my country and



we want to increase the revenue from our agricultural products, employ young people,
and achieve sustainable development.

Ladies and gentlemen, in the context of our ambitious vision which was put in place by
the Egyptian government to achieve sustainable development and improve the climate
for investment and to open the way for people to participate in achieving our plan, we
have created the company to develop the Egyptian countryside and reclaim 1.5 million
feddans of land.

The goal of this project is not only to reclaim 1.5 million feddans and to plant them, we
also have a plan to create housing. We also want to improve self-sufficiency and create
new job opportunities from this project which will be done in Upper Egypt and shows
that we are putting our attention to the neglected parts of the country.

In this context, | would like to commend the role played by FAO which has cooperated
with us since the visit of its Director-General in March 2017, during which he met the
President of Egypt and they discussed and agreed upon many things during this visit.
They agreed to increase bilateral production between FAO and Egypt in various fields
such as clean technology and agriculture and the Sustainable Development of
aguaculture and the Organization declared that it will host a forum on investment in
agriculture before the end of this year.

We will invest in value added chains and create new job opportunities. We will
concentrate on meats, on gardening, wheat, and sugar and we thank the Organization
for its strong support to Egypt on its 1.5 million feddans project and we also aim to
reclaim more than four feddans of desert land for largescale projects and we will make
efforts to combat the lack of water in our country and we will do many other things.

Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to insist upon the strong cooperation between Egypt
and FAO. We thank FAO for supporting the project of developing countries in
agricultural and food security in order to achieve food security and reduce the number
of hungry people in the world and fight poverty, and also support the policies of
countries in order to achieve more sustainable development in agriculture and achieve
food security.

| should like to join my voice to what was said by the Honourable Minister from Saudi
Arabia. | would like to reiterate that this is not a blockade as the Honourable Minister
from Qatar said. This is a political situation and we would not like to politicize this
Conference. The measures which were taken aim to achieve safety and security for
Egypt, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom
of Bahrain.

Lastly, | hope that this important Conference and the various side events will be
successful and that they will help the global efforts to achieve sustainable development
and food security. | wish you all success and may the peace and grace of God be upon
you.
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