











ALINORM 66/30
November 1966

REPORT

OF THE
FOURTH SESSION
OF THE
JOINT FAO/WHO CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION
Rome, 7-14 November 1966

PART I

PARTICIPANTS AND
- OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION

1. The Fourth Session of the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission
was held at FAO Headquarters, Rome, 7-14 November 1966, The Session was
attended by participants including the representatives and observers of
countries and observers from international organizations (see pages

for list of participants).

2. The Fourth Session of the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission

was convened by the Directors—General of FAO and WHO and was opened on behalf
of the Directors~General with a speech of welcome by Mr. P. Terver, Assistant
Director-General of the Program and Budgetary Service of FAO. The Commission
was presided over by its Chairman, Prof. Dr. M.J.L. Dols (Netherlands), and

its three Vice-Chairmen, Mr., H.V. Dempsey (Canada), Mr. G. Weill (France) and
Mr. J.H.V, Davies (United Kingdom). The Joint Secretaries were Mr. G.0. Kermode
(FAO) and Dr. L.G. Ladomery (WHO). . .

3. During the Session the Commission unanimously re-elected Prof. Dr. M.J.L.
Dols (Netherlands) as Chairman of the Commission to serve from the end of the
Fourth Session until the end of the Fifth Session. The Commission also un-
animously re-elected Mr. H.V. Dempsey (Canada), Mr. G, Weill (France) and

Mr. J.H.V. Davies (United Kingdomg as Vice-Chairmen of the Commission from the
end of the Fourth Session to the end of the Fifth Session.

4. The Chairman of the Commission informed the Commission that because of

the death of Min. a. D Dr. He. Frenzel it would be necessary for the Commission
to appoint a new Coordinator for Europe. Professor Dols eulogised the great
Pioneering work of Dr. Frenzel in initiating the idea of an international

Codex Alimentarius. The Commission observed a minute of silence in memory of
Dr. Frenzel., Later during the Session the Commission, on a unanimous proposal
of the countries of the European region, appointed Dr. Richard Wildner (Austria)
to be the Coordinator for Europe for a period of two years..
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PART II

Yy
REPORTS OF SESSIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

5 The Commission received a report concerning three meetings of the
Executive Committee held in October 1965 (Rome), June 1966 (Rome) and November
1966 (Rome). At these meetings the Executive Committee had dealt with the
following main matters: the financing of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards
Program; proposals for the amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Commissionj
definition of terms used in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius
and Guidelines for Codex Committees; proposal for more flexibility in the
Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards; inclusion of coordinators in the
Executive Committee; the meaning of acceptance of Codex Standardsj the terms
of reference of some Committees; arrangements for the Fourth Session of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission and future work program and priorities. These
subjects were discussed by the Commission under the relevant items of the
Commission's agenda (see paragraphs 12 to 26 of this Report).

The Reports of the three meetings of the Executive Committee are reproduced
below in extenso. ' ‘ ’

REPORT OF THE SEVENTH SESSION
~OF THE BARCUTIVE COMAITTEE
Rome, 28 October 1965

1l. Following the conclusion of the Third Session of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission the Executive Committee held its seventh meeting to discuss the
implementation of certain items in the Report of the Third Session and to
draw up a tentative schedule of meetings for 1966, The following officers who
were elected at the Session were present: '

Prof. Dr. M.J.L. Dols (Netherlands), Chairman
Mr. J.H.V. Davies (United Kingdom), Vice-Chairman
Mr., H.V. Dempsey (Canada), Vice~Chairman

Mr. G. Weill (France), Vice-Chairman

During the adoption of the Report the Commission noted that, in accordance with
Rule III.l, the period of office of lMembers of .the Commission elected at the
Third Session of the Commission to represent the six geographic locations in

the Executive Committee would expire on 27 October 1967, The Executive Committee
was requested to examine how Rule III.l might be modified to avoid this type of
situation arising when the Commission did not meet at regular annual intervals,
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and the geographical representation was as follows: For Africa: Ghana

(Mr. W.F.K, Christian), for Asia: India (Mr. Maharaj Krishan), for Australasia:
Australia (Mr, I.H. Smith), for Europe: Poland (Mr. J. Serwatowski), for Latin
America: Cuba (Dr. J. Alvarez), for North America: U.S.A. (Mr. Nathan Koenig).
Mr. Kermode (FAO) and Dr. Agthe (WHO) acted as joint secretaries. . :

TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS

2. The Executive Committee concluded that there was a possibility of over

20 weeks of meetings of the Commission's subsidiary bodies. The Secretariat
was requested to issue urgently a draft timetable for comment from the Chairmen
of the subsidiary bodies and to finalize this and arrange for its issue in
December 1965. As far as possible meetings on related commodities should be
held close together to enable the same experts to participate in all such
meetings with the minimum of travel., This would be particularly important in
relation to the Committees dealing with fruit and vegetables and their related
products. It was recommended that subject as distinct from commodity Codex
Committees should only meet when a real need was demonstrated for such a
meeting., In 1966 it was likely that all Committees would hold a meeting, but
the Executive Committee would like to be in a position to recommend a definite
timetable to the next session of the Commission in respect of 1967,

GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEES

3. The Executive Committee requested the Secretariat to submit the draft
paper on working procedures for Codex Committees to it before issue to -
governments for comment. The paper in the light of government comments would
then be revised and sent to the Codex Committee on General Principles which
was likely to hold its second meeting early October 1966.

DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS

4, The Executive Committee requested the Secretariat to arrange for confirma-—
tion of existing Codex Contact Points when governments were asked to indicate
whether they wished to be lMembers of the Commission.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

5. Probably during the week beginning 13 June 1966 in Rome.

REPCRT OF THE EIGHTH SESSION
OF THE EXHECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rome, 14-16 June 19

INTRODUCTION

1. The Executive Committee held its Eighth Meeting>at FAO Headquarters in
Rome from 14 to 16 June 1966. The Committee was presided over by the Chairman
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Prof. Dr. M.J.L. Dols, and in the
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presence of the three Vice-Chairmen, Mr. J.H.V., Davies (United Kingdom),
Mr. H.V. Dempsey (Canada) and Mr. G. Weill (France). The representation of
the geographical locations was as follows: for Africa, Mr. S.S. Okunor from
Ghanay for Burope, Mr. J. Serwatowski from Poland; for Australasia,

Mr, I.H. Smith from Australiaj for North America, Mr., G.R. Grange from the
U.S.A. Apologies for absence were received from India and Cuba with regard
to representation of the Asian and Latin American continents.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. The Committee adopted with a slight rearrangement of items the provisional
agenda which was sent out to members and a supplementary agenda was distributed
as a conference-room paper. The Committee agreed to include also a Canadian
proposal on the agenda concerning working arrangements for Codex Committees.,

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING

3. The Committee adopted the minutes of its seventh meeting. The Secretariat
of the Commission had, as requested, contacted all Member Nations and Associate
Members of FAO and WHO concerning their membership in the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, In sending out this communication, the Secretariat had also sought
confirmation of existing or information about new Codex Contact Points. The
system of Codex Contact Points for the distribution of documents was used to
ensure direct and rapid contact with those authorities who were nominated by
the Member Governments to undertake day to day work on technical aspects of

the Commissiont's activities., The mailing of documents to Contact Points was

in addition to the despatch of all communication of importance through official
channels such as Ministries of Poreign Affairs and/br Ministries of Agriculture
and/br Ministries of Health, as well as other authorities which were covered
by the official FAO/WHO mailing lists,

DEFINITION OF TERMS TO BE USED IN THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

4, At its Third Session the Codex Alimentarius Commission had recommended
that a small working group under the Chairman of the Codex Committee on General
Principles should prepare a working paper prior to the second meeting of that
Committee., The Secretariat had sent out a draft paper to governments for
comment on the definitions likely to be used in the Codex Alimentarius. A
summary of replies which had been received from eight governments was placed be-
fore the Executive. Committee. - The Committee was also informed that the FAO
Legislation Research Branch had in preparation the final version of a document
on general principles of food legislation which would be ready for distribution
to governments in July., The Committee discussed what type of definitions of
terms would be required for use in the Codex Alimentarius and what would be the
most practical and expeditious way to prepare these definitions so that they
should be available to the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. The Committee
thought that the definition of terms should relate first to those terms which
were used in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius, secondly to
other terms likely to be used in Codex Standards and, thirdly, to definitions
vhich would assist in the development of national food legislations,
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As to the working arrangements for the elaboration of the definitions of
terms that were used in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius, the
Executive Committee thought that it would not now be practicable to convens
the working group pronosed by the Codex Alimentarius Commission and also
that there was not sufficient business to justify a meeting of the Codex
Committee on General Principles before the Fourth Session of the Codex Com—
mission, Instead, the Executive Committee thought that it might itself
constitute a drafting committee under the Chairman of the Codex Committee
on General Principles, In this capacity, the Committee also proposed to
consider the government comments on the draft guidelines (see para. 17 below)
and to prepare a final version for the Fourth Session of the Commission. It
would also consider the document prepared by the FAO Legislation Research
Branch with a view to recommending how further work on general principles
governing food legislation, general provisions and necessary definitions (see
para. 51 of the Report of the Second Session of the Commission) should be
undertaken. The Executive Committee proposed to meet in this capacity on
2nd and 3rd November 1966 and to hold its Ninth lleeting on 4th November.

PROPOSAL FOR MORE FLEXIBILITY IN THE PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION .OF CODEX
STANDARDS

5. The representative of Australasia drew the Committee's attention to the
urgent need for tolerances to be established by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission for pesticides used in foods entering into international trade.

In some instances the time it would take from the initial consideration of

a particular pesticide residue to the establishment of an international to-
lerance could be so protracted that governments might in the meantime estab-
lish independently their own tolerances. In this conmnection, the Executive
Committee discussed the relationship between the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues, WHO Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues and the FAO Working Party
on Pesticide Residues. The Executive Committee thought that the Codex
Alimentarius Commission should especially ‘examine the need for the continua-
tion of the present relationship between the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues and the FAO Working Party on Pesticide Residues., In the view of the
- Executive Committee broad statements of intent such as, for example, general
hygiene requirements would probably not need to go through the Procedure for
the Elaboration of Standards but might be accepted by the Commission as guides
to it in the prosecution of its work., There were a number of other instances
vhen it might be in the general interest to speed up the Procedure for the
Elaboration of Standards. Urgent action might for instance be required in

the field of food additives or the selection of suitable methods of analysis,
Further, some commodity standards might prove entirely uncontroversial and
could be sent out for adoption after, say, only one rouyd of consultations
with governments. The Executive Committee therefore decided to propose to

the Codex Alimentarius Commission that an addition should be made to paragraph
2 of the Introduction to the Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards
(Appendix IV of the Report of the Third Session of the Commission) in some
such terms as the following: "It shall also be open to the Commission to
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authorize the omission of one or more of Steps 6, 7 and 8 of the Procedure
in Parts 1 and 2 of this Appendix if it considers that the completion of
the standard is a matter of exceptional urgency or if it considers that the
standard is uncontroversial and that the standard has already proved to be
- generally agreeable to the Members of the Commission".

AMENDMENTS TOHTHE RULES OF FROCEDURE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISS ION

6e The Committee was informed that at its next meeting in November it would
have for consideration revised texts of those Rules of Procedure which required
an amendment following the incorporation of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
into the Regular Budgets of FAO and WHO. Rules XII.l and 3 which concern
the languages to be used for interpretation and documentation in the Codex
Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies should be redrafted to
specify the la ages to be used for the Commission and its subsidiary bodies
under Ruls IX.l n%u) and IX.1(b)(2). The present designation of the location
of Australasia in Rule III.l should be changed to South-West Pacific. The
Committee considered that if this amendment were accepted by the Commission
at its next session, the report of the session should contain an indication
that the countries constituting the geographical location were Australia and
New Zealand, An amendment to Rule II.5 so as to enable delegates as well

as representatives to be appointed as rapporteurs to Committees was also
recommended by the Executive Committee.

MEETING ARRANGEMENTS FOR CODEX COMMITTEES

7. TExperience had shown that the rresent scheduling of Codex Committee meetings,

virtually all of which are held in Burope, makes difficult the fullest partici-
pation of experts from non-European countries, It was thought that an improve~
ment in the present system would result from grouping meetings by subaect
matter as well as by geographic location. The Secretariat was requested to
prepare a tentative schedule of meetings to be held in 1967 for consideration
by the Executive Committee at its next meeting. The Executive Committee falt
that meetings should as. a rule continue to be held in the country accepting
responsibility for a COmmlttee.

INCLUSION OF COORDINATORS IN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

8. The Committee examined the relevant parts of the Report of the Fourth"
Session of the Coordinating Committee for Europe. It noted that the majority
of countries at that meeting had expressed a wish that Coordinators should
become ex-officio members of the Executive Committee. The Committee also
.noted that a few countries had éxpressed the view that it would be preferable
to permit Coordinators to participate in all the meetings of the Executive
Committee without being formal members, The Committee decided not to make any
-recommendation to the Commission on this matter but to ask the Secretariat to
prepare a paper for the’ Commission setting out the three possibilities:
coordinators as ex officio members of the Executive Committee, coordinators .
present without being members, and coordinators not being present at all unless
positively requested to attend by the Committee for the discussion of specific
items. The paper should include a draft amendment to Rule III of the Rules

of Procedure which could be adopted by the Commission should it agree to

adopt the first possibility.




TRUST FUND 40

9. The Executive Committee had before it a statement of government and
other national contributions to Trust Fund 40 in 1965. Owing to the late
arrival of a number of important contributions the Trust Fund had not been
totally exhausted and approximately § 50,000 was available to be carried
forward into the biennium 1966/67. The carrying forward of these monies
had been approved by the FAO govarn1ng body and would be largely utilized to
meet»the increasing commitments of the Food Standards Program in respect of
meeting facilities, documents, translations and publications.

BUDGET OF THE FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAM - 1966/67

10, The governing bodies of both FAO and WHO had approved the budget proposed
by the Codex Alimentarius Commission for 1966/67 and in the case of the FAO
Conference, Member Governments of FAO had requested the Director-General to
endeavour to make available to the Program further assistance out of savings
to be achieved in other parts of the FAO Regular Budget. The Executive
Committee was advised that the Director-General of FAO had been able to make
available to the Program for the biennium an additional $ 20,000, This
addition, together with the savings of the Trust Fund in 1965 and the original
budget approved by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, meant that there would
be available to the Food Standards Program a total of approxlmately ¢ 273,000,
The Executive Committee was informed that this might not prove to be sufficient
to meet all the obligations of the Commission in respect of translations,
documents and publications and that it might be necessary for further absorp-
tion of the costs of the Program to be met by FAO in other parts of its
Regular Budget. Adequate provision for travel by the Secretariat to attend
the meetings of other bodies in flelds rolated to the Codex Alimentarius
should be made. -

ARRANGEMENTS CONCERNITG THE FINANCING. OF THE FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAM ._IN 1968/69

11, The Executive Committee was informed that the Director-General of FAO had
drawvn up a draft bulget proposal for the Food Standards Program in the blennlum
1968/69. The prcoposal had been communicated to the Director-General of WHO

for his observations., It was hoped that agreement could be reached shortly
between the Directors—CGeneral and that firm proposals could go before the
governing bodies of both organizations at the appropriate times. The Executive
Committee would be kept informed of developments concerning the budget.

ARTICLE 9 OF THE STATUTES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

12, In accordance with Article 9 of the Statutes, the Commission had included
" in the budget for 1966/67 a provision of $ 10,000 to assist governments accept-
ing the chairmanship of Codex Committees whlch were faced with exceptional
expenditure in the rumning of these Committees. The Executive Committee was
informed that the Secretariat had been obliged to take a number of decisions
‘concerning the use of this money in the absence of specific guidance from the
Codex Alimentarius Commission as to what would constitute exceptional expendi-
tuwre, It was explained that some Codex Committees had been assisted in the
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translation of working documents and other Codex Committee meetings had been
held outside the territory of the country accepting the chairmanship and there-~
fore had received a certain amount of financial assistance. After a full
discussion of the various issues involved in extending assistance to governments
concerning these types of expenditure, the Executive Committee concluded that,
in accordance with Article 9 of the Commission's Statutes, such assistance
should only be made upon the recommendation of the Commission when Codex
Committees were established or new work was initiated. The Executive Committee
considered that it would only be necessary to make a modest provision to

cover contingencies arising under this Statute and that in all probability

a sum of $§ 10,000 would suffice. The Executive Committee further considered
that a re-examination of the Rules of Procedure concerning the use of such
monies should be carried out in order to ensure that there was no inconsistency
between the Commissiont'!s Rules of Procedure and Article 9 of the Statutes.

The Secretariat was requested to submit to the next meeting of the Executive
Committee any changes in the Rules of Procedure which might prove to be
necessary to give effect to Article 9 of the Statutes,

CODEX COMMITTEE ON MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS

13, During the examination of the progress report on the work of the various
Codex Committees the question was raised whether the elaboration of standards
for cuts of meat based on the anatomical description of cuts of meat could be
regarded as necessary and as being within the framework of the Codex
Alimentarius. The Committee was informed that the Codex Committee on Meat and
lleat Products had decided at its first session to follow up the work of the
OECD concerning the description of carcasses and to draw up a compendium of
exact anatomical definitions of cuts moving in international trade which could
serve for a better understanding between buyers and sellers., Such descriptions
could also assist in identifying exactly the contents of shipments and thereby
facilitate enforcement of health and sanitary regulations in the importing
country. The Executive Committee considered that it would be desirable to seek
advice on the best way how to continue the work begun by the Codex Committee
on Meat and Meat Products on cuts of meat. For this purpose it was concluded
that the Report of the Codex Committee on Meat and Meat Products which would
meet soon should be transmitted for comments to FAO's Commodities and Animal
Production and Health Divisions, as well as to the Veterinary Public Health
Unit of WHO. The Report should also be sent to the competent authorities of
the Federal Republic of Germany, as the host country of the Codex Committee on
lleat and Meat Products, and to the International Office of Epizootics inviting
them to give an opinion on this matter. The Report of the Codex Committee on
Meat and lMeat Products and the comments received would then be examined by the
Exeocutive Committes. The Executive Committee also recoinized that the Codex
Committee on Meat and Heat Products had been authorized by the Commission to
set up sub-committees if it so desired but considered that there was a case for
much of the work at present allocated to sub-committees to be undertaken by

the main Committee. It therefore requested the Secretariat to suggest to the
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Committee on Meat and Meat Products that it would be advisable for the work
on transport and storage, lamb and mutton and additives to be dealt with by
the Committee itself, and for the sub-committees on these subjects to be
dissolved. <

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX STANDARDS

14. The Bxecutive Committee considered an enquiry concerning the meaning of
acceptance of Codex standards. The Committee noted that the provisions on
this ‘question were set out in paragraph 4 of the General Principles of the
Codex Alimentarius. If a country accepted a standard at Step 9 of the
Procedure, it undertook the obligations set out in that paragraph in accord-
ance with the method of acceptance ~ entire, with declaration of more strin-
gent requirements or target - it adopted. - The conditions accepted by the
country would apply equally to all foods to which the standards apply, sold
within its territorial jurisdiction, whether imported or home produced. No
statement by a government at any earlier step of the Procedure that it approved
the standard or found it acceptable or had no comments on it was in any way

a commitment by that government to give its formal acceptance to that standard
at Step 9. Formal acceptance of standards at Step 9 would be entirely a mat-
ter for the government of each Member Country. The Committee recognized that
to accept Codex standards in their entirety would often involve governments

in changes in their domestic laws or regulations and that these could only be
achieved over a period of time. The need for a reasonable time interval would
have to be taken into account in dealing with the formal acceptance of
standards,

- NON-COMPLIANCE WITH QUALITY CRITERIA

15. The Committee considered the question of products which were fit for
human consumption but which did not comply with quality criteria contained in
Codex standards. The Committee thought that this matter should be considered
in the first instance by the Codex Committees concerned. If necessary, the
Executive Committee would consider at a later stage what general guidance,

if any, was required.

DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUSA
COMMISSION '

16, The Committee examined the proposed Draft Provisional Agenda prepared by
the Secretariat for the Fourth Session of the Commission. It modified the
Agenda and re-arranged the subjects in the light of the discussion of the
Committee. In order to expedite the work of the Commission, the Executive
Committee considered that it would be desirable that a separate document be
assembled by the Secretariat dealing with the important issues which had
arisen since the last session of the Commission, This document should also
include those points of the reports of Codex Committees and other affiliated
bodies which were specifically referred to the Commission, as well as other
-matters which required a decision of or were of particular interest to the
Commission, The Committee also requested that the Draft Provisional Agenda
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should be accompanied by brief notes indicating the matters to be discussed
under the separate items of the agenda., With regard to the Draft Provisional
Standard for Honey, which had reached Step T of the Procedure for the
Elaboration of Codex Standards, a full explanation of the present position

.should be provided to assist Member Countries to decide whether the standard

should be completed as a regional or as a world-wide standard.

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEES

17. The Executive Committee had a full discussion on the paper prepared by

the Secretariat. It considered the Guidelines of great importance to the
progress of work of Codex Committees and thought that they should be incor-
porated in the proposed handbook which would include the Statutes, the Rules

of Procedure and General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. -In the
view of the Committee, participation at Codex Committees would be widened and
difficulties of an administrative nature eliminated if invitations to all meet-
ings of the subsidiary bodies of the Codex Alimentarius Commission were issued
by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO after consultation with the Member’
Country responsible for the Committee. An amendment to Rule IX,6(b) ard (c)

of the Rules of Procedure would be required. The Committee decided that the
draft guidelines should be revised in the light of the discussions of the
Committee and sent to governments for comment as soon as possible with a closing
date for comments sufficiently early to allow them to be considered by the
Executive Committee sitting as a drafting committee on 2nd November 1966 (see

paragraph 4).
FUTURE HORK PROGRAM AND PRIORITIES

18. The Executive Committee discussed a paper prepared by the Secretariat

and considered priorities for future work. It concluded that the importance .
of international trade in the commodity concerned, public health risks involved
and aspects of consumer protection should be the main criteria in considering
new work, and that no new foods be considered for standardization in the next
year unless urgent and pressing need is established.

Salt = It was thought that the elaboration of standards for salt presenfed
some special problems which should be examined in a paper by the Secretariate.
This paper should be submitted to the Executive Committee in the course of 1967.

. Flour -~ The Executive Committee was of the opinion that at the present time

work on flour and cereal products should not be undertaken. The activities
in this field of international organizations such as ISO and the International
Cereal Chemists Association would be followed with interest.

Eggs — The Executive Committee noted that the Codex Commitiee on Food Hygiene

is working on the hygienic aspects of egg products which are of prime importance
for this commodity. The International Egg Commission which has liaison status
with FAO and has contacts with the interested technical and economic sections

of FAO, is reported to be working on the standardization of egg products and
will report to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. -
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Stimulant beverages and spices and condiments - It was agreed that no work

should be undertaken at the present time and that close cooperation should
be maintained with ISO which was now developing specifications for these

' products,

Soft drinks - With respect to soft drinks, the concentrate is the item which

appears in international trade. These concentrates frequently contain sub-
stances considered as food additives. It was recommended that governments
interested in these concentrates should submit a request for the consideration
of the additives therein to the Chairman of the Codex Committee on Food
Additives. This should be done in accordance with the procedure submitted

in the Report of the Third Sess1on of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (see

paragraph 23).

Alcoholic beverages - Work on this topic should not proceed at the present
time,

Broths and soups - A report is to be received from the International Federation
of Soup Manufacturers through the Coordinating Committee for Europe at the

next session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission., The Commission would then
decide on further work on this topic. The question was raised as to the label-

- ling requirements of the main ingredient in soups. For example, in the case

of chicken soup the amount of chicken would need to be specified in order to
Justify the label "chicken" in dry and canned soups. It was suggested that
the FAOQ. Legislation Research Branch compile relevant information on this topic.

Contaminants and other toxic material -~ The Executive Committee agreed that
responsibility for contaminants in general should be assigned to the Codex
Committee on Food Additives, particularly where the work involved consideration
of the toxicity of a chemical substance. - As regards filth, this should con-
tinue to be the responsibility of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene. Conta-
mination from pesticide residues continues to be assigaed to the Codex Committee

on Pesticmie Residues. 4

Vitamins and minerals - The Executive Committee considered that it would be
very difficult to lay down general provisions on vitamins which would be
applicable to all countries and doubtéd if such provisions would serve any
practical purpose. In most cases it might be best to treat vitamins as option-
al ingredients and to give an indication of national requirements in the
commodity standard concerned, Where appropriate, on problems of a general
nature concerning vitamins and minerals reference could be made to FAO's
Nutrition Division and to the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Group on Nutrition.

DATE AND PLACE OF_NEXT SESSION

19. The Executive Committee will hold its ninth session on 4 November 1966
at FAO, Rome. On 2 and 3 November it will convene as a drafting committee
under the Chairman of the Godex Committee on General Principles.
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REPORT OF THE NINTH SESSION
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rome, 4 November 1966

INTRODUCT ION

1. The Executive Committee held its Ninth Session at FAO Headquarters in

Rome on 4 November 1966, The Committee was presided over by the Chairman of
the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Prof. Dr. M.J.Le. Dols, and in the presence

of the three Vice-Chairmén, Mr. J.H.V. Davies (United Kingdom), Mr. H.V. Dempsey
(Canada) and Mr. G. Weill (France). The representation of the geographical
locations was as followss for BEurope, Mr. J. Serwatowski from Poland; for the
South-West Pacific, Mr. I.H. Smith from Australia; for North America, Mr.

G.R. Grange from the U.S.A.; for Latin America, Mr. D. Cantera from Cuba.

AMENDMENTS TO THE MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH SESSION

2e The following amendments were made to the minutes of the Eighth Session.
Paragraph 10, line 15: "... to be met by FAO or WHO in other parts ...".
Paragraph 13, 12 lines from the top of page 6: "... to suggest to the Government
of the Federal Republic of Germany and to the Committee ...". Paragraph 17,
add at the end: "The Executive Committee agreed to seek the advice of the
Committee on Food Labelling as well as of governments as to whether or not
jtem (g) of paragraph 15 of the Report of the First Session of the.Codex
Alimentarius Commission (ALINORM 63/12) should be included in the draft guide-
lines for Codex Commodity Committees." Paragraph 18, heading 'Soft Drinks',
line 3: "It was noted that governments interested in these concentrates could
submit .ee."e

STATUTES AND RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION.

3. The Executive Committee took note of the Revised Statutes of the Commission
as adopted by the Forty-Seventh Session of the FAO Council. The Executive
Committee, after briefly reviewing the proposed amendments to the Rules of
Procedure of the Commission, recommended that a Working Party be established
during the Commission's Fourth Session to study the proposed amendments and
make recommendations to the Commission for the adoption of the Revised Rules.
The Executive Committee considered that the Working Party should have a small
but representative number of participants, and recommended a similar composition
to that of the Working Party which considered the Rules of Procedure and Related
Matters during the Second Session of the Commission. The Working Party would
have before it document ALINORM 66/3(3).

BUDGET FOR 1968/69 AND PROGRAIL OF WORK

4. The Executive Committee considered document ALINORM 66/5(1) containing
information regarding the proposed provisions to be included in the draft budgets
of FAO and WHO for approval by the governing bodies of the two organizations.
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The total proposed income of the Program for 1968 was $ 192,000, apportioned
between the two Organizations as follows: FAO - $ 150,000, WHO - $ 42,000,

The Executive Committee compared these provisions with the income available

to the Program in the years 1966 and 1967 and noted that there would be an
overall increase of $ 55,000, The Executive Committee considered that in
general the budget provision was likely to be inadequate to meet the growth

of the Program, should its present momentum be maintained. This view had also
been expressed by the Program Committee of FAO, The Executive Committee re—
comnended that in order that the Program might continue with reasonable effi-
ciency within the limits of the budget a certain slowing down of activities
would be necessary and a much more critical appraisal of priorities would be
required from the Commission., The Executive Committee considered that the.
Program could be assisted if governments accepting responsibility for the
chairmenship of Codex Committees were to undertake more of the work of transla-
tion and distribution of the working documents and reports of Codex Committees.
The Executive Committee further considered that there should be a reduction in
the number of meetings per annum of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission.

In the light of the likely state of preparedness of work and the amount of time
required to ensure the preparation of appropriate working documents for meet-
ings, it was recommended that the following Committees should postpone their
proposed meetings in 1967 until laters Dietetic Foods, Natural Mineral Waters,
lMeat and Meat Products, Edible Ices and Coordinating Committee. - The Executive
Committee also proposed that the Secretariat should consult with the Economic
Commission for Europe regarding the possibility of postponing the next meeting
of Quick Frozen Foods until 1968, The Executive Committee further recommended
that the next session of the Committee of Government Experts on the Code of
Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products, the Coordinating Committee for
Europe and the Codex Alimentarius Commission should be held in January 1968.
The Executive Committee drew up a proposed timetable of meetings for considera-
tion by the Commission (see Appendix A to this Report). The Executive Committee
emphasized that in putting forward this proposed timetable it had taken.fully
into account the problems of travel and work load falling on government dele-
gates, It further considered that this timetable, together with the postpone-
ment of the above-mentioned meetings, would afford opportunity for the prepara-
tion of sound draft standards for consideration by Committees,

REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES

56 The Executive Committee accepted the Report of the ad hoc Working Grou
and recommended to the Commission acceptance of the Guidelines (ALINORM 66/§(2))
and definitions in the Report (ALINORM 66/9).

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX STANDARDS

6. Arising out of a discussion of the problem of food stuffs which were fit
for human consumption, but substandard in respect of quality criteria, the
Executive Committee briefly considered the meaning of acceptance of Codex
Standards as contained in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius.
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After an exchange among the members of the Executive Committee it was decided
that some clarification of this part of the General Principles was required.
The Executive Committee therefore recommended that this matter should also

be considered by the proposed Working Party on Rules of Procedure and Related
Matters which would meet during the Commission's Session.

EXTENT TO WHICH CODEX STANDARDS SHOULD INCLUDE PROVISIONS RELATING TO
PROCESSING

Te The Executive Committee discussed this subject which had been raised by
the Federal Republic of Germany. . In principle, the Executive Committee con-
cluded that the requirements as to processing should not be included in Codex
Standards unless there was a specific reason for doing so. The Executive
Committee thought that Codex Committees should judge this question in accor-
dance with the particular circumstances of the food under consideration and
include only such provisions relating to processing as were essential for the
standard.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

8. The Committee agreed that terms of reference for the Codex Committee on
Food Hygiene comparable to those developed for other general subject Codex
Committees should be established. The Committes recommended that the follow-
ing terms of reference be submitted to the Commission: ’

(a) to draft basic provisions on food hygiene applicable to all food;

(v) (i) to consider, amend if necessary, and ratify provisions on hygiene
prepared by Codex Commodity Committees and contained in Codex
: Commodity standards; ~
or,
(ii) to draft provisions on hygiene in respect of a particular food
coming within the terms of reference of a Codex Commodity Committee
at the request of that Committee;

(¢) to drafi, where necessary, provisions on hygiene in respect of any food
not assigned to any Codex Commodity Committee;

(d) +to consider specific hygiene problems assigned to it by the Commission.

The Executive Committee agreed that the terms of reference adopted by
the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling at its second meeting
needed some slight revision. These will be introduced at the time the
Commission considers the Report of this Committee.
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JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAM

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

Pourth Session, Rome, T-14 November 1966

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE FOR MEETINGS UP TO AND INCLUDING THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

Meetiggs

ECE/Codex Group of Experts on Fruit Juices (Fourth Session)
Codex Committee on Sugars (Fourth Session)
Codex Committee on Fats and 0ils (Fourth Session)

" Codex Committee on Cocoa Products and Chocolate (Fifth Session)
Executive Committee (Tenth Session)

Codex Committee on Poultry (First Session)

Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (Fourth Session) -

Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables (Fourth Sessibn)
Codex Committee on Food Labelling (Third Session)

Codex Committee on Food Additives (Fourth Session)
Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (Second Session)

Sub=Committee IV of Codex Committee on Meat and Meat Products
(Second Session)
Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (Second Session)
Codex Committee on General Principles (Second Session)
‘ Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling (Third Session)

| Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Principles concerning
: Milk and Milk Products (Tenth Session)
Executive Committee (Eleventh Session) and
Codex Alimentarius Commission (Fifth Session) and
' Coordznatlng Committee for Europe (Fifth Session)

Date

ARril 1267

2nd week 10-14
3rd week 17=21
4th week 24-28
May. ‘

lst week 3-5
2nd week 8-12
June

last week 5=9
2nd week 10-16
3rd week 1923
4th week 26=29
September

3rd week 18-22
4th week 25=29
October

lat week 26
2nd week 9-13
3rd week 16=20
4th week 24-27
January 1968

2nd week 8-12
3rd and 15=19
4th weeks 22=26

3
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London
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Copenhagen
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PART III

- DISCUSSION IN THE COMMISSION ON THE REPORTS OF
MEETINGS OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE

The Commission received reports concerning the Third and Fourth Sessions

of the Coordinating Committee for EBurope held in May 1966 (Vienna) and
November 1966 (Rome). These Reports were considered by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission and immediately follow in extenso paragraph 6 of this Report.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters

The Commission noted the report of Professor O. H5gl, Chairman of the
Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters and confirmed under Rule IX.1l0
that the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters should contlnue to

be under the chairmanship of the Government of Switzerland.

Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods

The Commission noted the report of Dr. E. Forschbach, Chairman of the
Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods and agreed with the recommendation of
the Committee that the "Guidelines for the Elaboration of Standards on
Dietetic Foods" contained in an Annex to the Report of the First Session
should be sent by the Secretariat of the Commission to governments for
their comments, The Commission also recommended that these guidelines
should be brought to the attention of the next sessions of the Codex
Committess on Food Labelling and Food Additives. The Commission requested
those countries which had undertaken work assignments for the next ses-
sion of the Committee to submit their documents well in advance of the
meeting to enable the Secretariat of the Committee to prepare the working
papers for distribution to the participants well in advance of the meet~
ing. The Commission decided that the Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods
should be authorized to elaborate world-wide standards but that where

it was not found possible by the Committee to reach agreement on a
world-wide standard it would retain its authority to proceed with the
elaboration of regional standards. The Commission also expressed its
appreciation of the Federal Republic of Germany's willingness to accept
responsibility for the Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods with its revised
mandate concerning world-wide standards. The Commission confirmed under
Rule IX.10 that the Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods should continue to
be under the chairmanship of the Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany. The Second Session of this Committee with its enlarged member-—
ship would be held in November 1967,

'Honez

The Commission considered the work on the standard for honey and a num-
ber of Members of the Commission who are not Members of the European
region expressed the desire that the Commission should return to the
decision taken at its First Session to elaborate a standard for honey on
a world-wide basis. Figures on trade in honey were auoted, indicating
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that the trade was world-wide and that countries in the Buropean region
were large importers of honey of different types produced in other

regions, The Commission, however, agreed that the Coordinating Committee
for Europe should continue its work on the honey standard on a regional
basis at this time. The Commission asked that the Coordinating Committee
for Europe should recommend at its next session whether the standard

for honey should be developed on a regional or world-wide basis. Some
Members of the Commission wished for extra time to f£ind out whether the
analytical figures on various criteria for honey produced in their coun-
tries would meet the proposed requirements in the standard. The Commission
also emphasized that in redrafting the standard comments from governments
of all Member Countries of FAO and WHO should be taken into account. It
was suggested that the differences, if any, in criteria between European
and other honeys should be pointed out by the Coordinating Committee in

its report to the Commission. . The Comuission was informed that it was
boped to hold the next meeting of the Coordinating Committeey with honey

as the main subject on the agenda. This meeting could probably take

place in September 1967 in Vienna and would, subject to confirmation to

the Director-General of FAO be financed entirely by the Austrian Government.
In view of the fact that the methods of analysis for honey after the pro-
posed meeting in September would need to be considered by the Codex
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling in October 1967, there would
be little time before the next session of the Commission. The Secretariats
of the Committees involved were requested to expedite the distribution of
the honey working papers as much as possible., The Commission, in the light
of the foregoing, considered that it would probably not be necessary to
hold a session of the Coordinating Committee in conjunction with the Com-
mission's next session but that a session of the Committee should be held
later in 1968, ‘

REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE
COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE
Vienna, 24-27 May 1966

INTRODUCTION

1, The Third Session of the Coordinating Committee for Europe was held

24-2T7 May 1966 in Vienna by courtesy of the Government of Austria. The meet-
ing was opened by Mr. Soronics, State Secretary in the Ministry for Social
Affairs., Apologies were received from the Coordinator for Ewrope, Minister a.
D, Dr. H. Frenzel, who was temporarily indisposed. Dr. Frenzel's deputy, Dr.
R. Wildner, presided as Chairman of the meeting. The meeting was attended by
delegates and observers from the following countries of the European region:
Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,
United Kingdom, Yugoslavia, and observers from the following non-European
countries: Cuba, New Zealand and United States of America., Observers from

four international organizations were also present. Representatives of FAC and
‘WHO were the joint secretaries of the meeting.
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2e The provisional agenda was édopted by the Committee after some re-
arrangement of the order of items of business,

PROGRESS REPORT OF THE COORDINATOR FOR EUROPE -

3. Dr., Wildner gave, on behalf of the Coordinator for Europe, a detailed
progress report of the work of the various Codex Committees which had held
meetings since the last session of the Coordinating Committee. The report
indicated that significant progress had been made by most of the Codex Com-
modity Committees and that a number of draft standards had been issued to
governments for detailed comment at Steps 3 and 6 of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards. A draft provisional
standard for margarine would shortly be sent to all Member States and Associate
¥embers of FAO and WHO for comment in accordance with Step 6 of the Commission's
Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards.’

4. Dr. Wildner advised the Coordinating Committee of a number of future
meetinzs of the Codex Committees which would be taking place before the Fourth
Session of the Jcordinating Committee. These were as follows:

- Third Meeting of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene,
31 May - 3 June 1966 at FAO Headquarters, Rome.
- Third Meeting of the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables
- 6 = 10 June 1966, FAO Headquarters, Rome. ' o :
~ Ninth Session of the Joint FAO/WHO Committee of Government Experts on
the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products, .
20 - 25 June 1966, FAO Headquarters, Rome.
- Second Meeting of the Codex Committee on lMeat and -Meat Products,
4 - 8 July 1966, at Kulmbach, Bavaria.
~ Second Meeting of the Codex Committee on Food Labelling,
: 25 - 29 July 1966, at Ottawa, Canada.
~ First Meeting of the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products,
29 August - 2 September 1966, at Bergen, Norway.

EUROPEAN REPRESENTATION IN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
COMMISSION

Se In accordance with the rocommendation of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
at its Third Session the Swiss and Austrian delegations submitted a proposal
recommending that Europe should have two seats in the Executive Comnittee of
the Codex Alimentarius Commiscion. (Document SP 10/8, 21st April 1966). In
view of the large participation of European countries in the work of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission, a second seat, to ensure the full and proper repre-
sentation of their interests was proposed. The Committee fully considered
this proposal, and also its possible implications in respect of the other
regions represented in the Executive Committes. ' The majority of delegations
agreed that Coordinators appointed for the Commission's regions should be ex
officio members of the Executive Committee. The Austrian and Swiss delegations
indicated their agreement to this alternative solution and formally withdrew
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their original proposal. The delegations of Denmark, the Netherlands,
Poland and Sweden stated that as for the time being they were not in favour
of an increase in the membership of the Executive Committee; they would pre-~
fer the Coordinators to participate in all the meetings of the Executive
Committee without being formal members.

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE

6. It was recalled that the item concerning the internal organization of

the Coordinating Committee had been brought forward from the previous meetings
of the Committee. The Coordinator for Europe at this time had no proposals

to make as it had not bsen possible for him to consult with the Chairmen of
the Codex Committees located in the region of Europe. A number of delegations
expressed the view that Coordinators should be able to draw upon assistance

of advisers from Member Countries in the region. Other delegations thought
that it was premature to consider any formal arrangements in this respect
until the Coordinator for Europe had been able to consult with the Chairmen

of Codex Committees in the region. It was therefore agreed to defer considera-—
tion of this subject until the Fourth Session of the Coordinating Committee

in November 1966, Meanwhile, Member Countries were invited to submit to the
Coordinator any proposals they wish to make in this connection.

NATURAL MINERAL WATERS

To Prof, 0. H¥gl, Chairman of the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters,
in addition to the Report of the First Meeting of the Committee, (document

SP 10/122) briefly explained that a drafting group consisting of Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, France, the Federal Republic of Germany and Italy had been

set up by the Committee to prepare a definition of natural mineral waters,

The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany was of the opinion that it
was not necessary to appoint such groups, as these would involve representa-—
tives from some countries having to attend extra meetings. A number of
delegations indicated that any definition of natural mineral waters should
make a clear distincticn between those used as table waters and those which
have therapeutic properties. According to some delegations the mineral waters
with therapeutic properties would not normally be regarded as food or drink
coming within the scope of the Codex Alimentarius. The attention of the
Coordinating Committee was drawn to the risks arising from the use of thera-
peutic mineral waters in the manufacture of soft drinks. The Coordinating
Committee concluded that the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters would
have to elaborate complete proposals for natural mineral waters.

DIETETIC FOOD3

8. Dr. h.c. Edmund Forschbach, Chairman of the Codex Committee on Dietetic
Foods, in addition to the Report of the First lieeting of the Codex Committee,
explained that the Committee had adopted with minor adjustments the defini-
tion of dietetic foods as proposed by the Codex Alimentarius Commission at
its Third Session. The definition of dietetic foods should not contain any
medical criterium dbut in the Committee's Report it was explained ‘



that the purpose of any dietetic food and any claim in respect of it would
have to be justified on medical grounds, It was agreed that the Report of
the First Meeting of the Committee should be presented as a progress report
to the next session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission,

DRAFT PROVISIONAL STANDARD FOR HONEY

e The Coordinating Committee carried out a detailed examination of the
draft provisional standard for honey which had besn sent to governments for
comment at Step 6 of the Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of
Standards, The Committee had before it the comments of a number of Buropean
and non-Buropean governments. The draft provisional standard was examined
point by point in the light of these comments and the text of the standard
as revised by the Committee is contained in Annex I to this Report.

10, The Committee in examining the draft standard w1shed to draw attention
to the following matters:

(a) Item 3.3 Dirty Honey

This definition should appear in the draft standard since it refers
to a product which is shipped in bulk. Such honey before enterlng
the retail trade should be filtered or clarified.

() Item 4.1(b) Moisture Content

The delegation of Austria advised the Committee that Austria could
not agree to a moisture content of honey exceeding 20%.

(¢) Item 4.1(d) Water Insoluble Solids Content

The delegations of the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg advised

the Committee that their national legislation permitted a higher limit
of 0.8% of water insoluble solids. The Committee requested these
delegations to provide more information regarding this matter when
the standard was considered by the Fourth Session of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission in November 1966,

(d) Item 4.1(f) Acidity

The delegations of Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands advised
the Committee that their national legislation permitted 5.0 ml of
normal sodium hydroxide solution. The delegation of Austria advised
that it was not in favour of mentioning a pH degree.

(e) Items 4.1(g) and (h) Diastase and Hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF)

After having been informed by the delegation of the Federal Republic
of Germany that further research on the significance of diastase and
H{F was being undertaken, the Committee recommended that interested
countries should further examine these matters and send their observa-
tions and findings to the Austrian Codex Contact Point in order that
theae may be sent to delegates in advance of the Fourth Session of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission in November 1966.
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(£) Item 6 Methods of Analysis

The Coordinating Committee decided to refer the methods of analysis
tentatively contained in the draft provisional standard for honey to
the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling. It was
requested that that Committee should as a matter of priority, give
consideration to these proposed methods and draw attention in the
invitation to countries of the probable need to include honey experts
at its second meeting in September 1966. The Coordinating Committee
considered that it was now urgently required to have firm recommenda-
tions on methods of analysis in view of the advanced stage of elabora-—
tion of the draft provisional standard for honey. The United Kingdom
delegation undertook to send to the Secretariat the methods of analysis
contained in the standard for honey.

11. After completing its detailed consideration of the draft provisional
standard for honey the Committee decided that the standard should remain at
Step 7 of the Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards. In
view of the need to obtain further information on the items indicated above
(10), delegations were requested to supply this information and any other
comments to the Austrian Codex Contact Point before 15th August 1966, so that
a paper could be prepared on these matters for consideration by the Coordinat-—
ing Committee at its Fourth Session in November 1966. That meeting, it was
hoped, would be able to complete the standard and make a recommendation to

the Codex Alimentarius Commission whether the standard should be regarded

as a Buropean or world-wide standard at Step 8. The Secretariat of the
Commission was requested to make available to all Members of the Commission
copies of the draft provisional standard at Step 7 as well as this Report of
the Coordinating Committee so that honey could be an item of the provisional
agenda of the Commission's Fourth Session., Copies of all information which
are to be supplied to the Austrian delegation before 15th August 1966, should
also be sent to the Secretariat in Rome. The Austrian Delegation was requested
to ensure that their paper should be available to the Secretariat for distri-
bution to governments by the 15th September next.

EDIBLE ICES

12, The Coordinating Committee had before it a paper submitted by the

Swedish delegation (document LSK 106 la - SP 10/5-3rd'meeting) dealing with

the subject of standards for all types of edible ices. The Committee also
took note that the International Dairy Federation had submitted draft stan-
dards for ice-cream and milk ices for consideration by the Ninth Session of

the Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Principles concerning

Milk and Milk Products. A proposal was submitted to the Coordinating Committee
suggesting that a subsidiary body of the Codex Alimentarius Commission be
given responsibility to elaborate standards for all types of edible ices (milk

_and non-milk products). In view of the diverging views on edible ices and

ice—cream it was recommended that this proposal should be referred to the
Codex Alimentarius Commission for decision. Meanwhile the Committee of



Government Fxperts on the Code of Principles on Milk and Milk Products should
have at its Ninth Session the Swedish document and be invited to submit ob-
servations on the whole subject of edible ices to the next session .of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission. It was further noted that the Government of
Sweden would be prepared to accept responsibility for a Codex Committee to
elaborate standards for all types of edible ices should this be the wish of
the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

OTHER BUSINESS

13, Broths and Soups

The Committee received a report from the delegation of Switzerland concerning
the possibility of elaborating European standards for broths and soups. The
Coordinating Committee decided to place this subject as an item on the pro-~
visional agenda of the Fourth Session of the Coordinating Committee in
November next.

14, Canned Fruits

The delegation of Switzerland drew the attention of the Committee to the

" fact that most Buropean countries had not found it necessary in their legis-
lation to have standards as detailed as those which were being elaborated
by the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables. The Secretariat
informed the Committee that a number of European and non-European countries
in commenting on these standards at Step 3 had made similar observations to
those contained in the Swiss document. The Coordinating Committee thought
that the Swiss proposals were of general interest to a number of countries
and should be discussed at the Third Meeting of the Codex Committee on
Processed Fruit and Vegetables meeting in Rome, 6-10  June 1966. The Swiss
delegation undertook to submit their paper to the Secretariat so that it
could be translated and placed before the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit
and Vegetables.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEEI‘ING

15. The Commlttee was 1nformed that the probable date of the next session
of the Committee would be 8 November 1966 at FAO Headquarters in Rome,

ANNEX T

1. Definition of Honey

Honey means exclusively the sweet substance produced by honey bees from the
nectar of blossoms or from secretions of or on living parts of plants, which
they collect, transform and combine with specific substances and store in
honey combs.
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2e Description

Honey consists essentially of a concentrated solution of different sugars.
Fructose remains for the most part in a state of solution. Besides glucose
and fructose, honey contains sucrose, maltose, melezitose, oligosaccharides,
dextrines, protein, enzymes, organic acids, pollen and other substances,

and may include fungi, algae, yeasts and other solid particles resulting
from the process of obtaining the honey. The colour of honey varies from
water-white to brownish black. The consistency can be fluid, viscous or
partly or entirely crystallised. The flavour and aroma varies but usually
derives from the plant source.

3. Subsidiary Definitions and Designations

3.1 According to source:

(a) Blossom or nectar honey is the honey which comes mainly
from nectaries of flowers and has an invert sugar content
of more than T0%.

(b) Honeydew Honey is honey which comes mainly from plant
exudates and exudations on plants and has an invert sugar
content of more than 60%. It may be fluid to viscous and
of a light colour to brown or almost black in colour.

(c) Heather Honey means honey which comes from heather and has
an invert sugar content of more than 70%.

(a) Clover Hgney — definition to be provided by the Netherlands
to the Austrian Codex Contact Point by 15th August 1966,

3.2 According to mode of processing

(a) Comb Honey is honey stored by bees in freshly built broodless
combs and stored in the sealed cells in whole combs or parts
of combs.

(b) Drip Honey is honey obtained by allowing it to flow out of
the decapped combs without recourse to any mechanical process,

(¢) Extracted Honey is honey obtained by centrifuging decapped
broodless combs.

(d) Pressed Honoy is honey obtained by pressing broodless combs
with or without the application of moderate heat not exceed-
ing 45 C and without greatly altering the enzymes.

(e) Overheated Honey is honey which has been heated to such an -
extent as to inactivate partlally or completely the enzyme
it contains.

3.3 Dirty Honey -~ Dirty honey means mouldy honey and honey containing

insects, insect debris or eggs.
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44 Composition

4.1 Compositional Criteria of Honey

gag Invert sugar content Not less than 60%

b) Moisture content In general not more than 20% but
the standard will be deemed to have
been complied with if the moisture
content does not exceed 22%.
Heather and clover honey so described
on the label should not have a mois-
ture content of more than 23p.

(¢) Apparent sucrose content Not more than (5%)%

Honeydew honey Not more than (10%)#*

* Final values will be determined when agreement has been
reached upon a lMethod of Analysis recommended by the Codex
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling. .

(d) Water insoluble solids content: ,
(i; for honey in general Not more than 0.1%

(ii) except that for pressed
honey, so labelled Not more than 0.3%
(e) Mineral content (ash)
' Blossom honey . Between 0.08% and 0.4%
Honeydew honey Not more . than 1% :
(£) Acidity .~ Not to require more than 4.0 ml of

normal sodium hydroxide solution per
100 g honey for neutralization to

. : . pH 8.3
(g) Diastase figure on
: Gothe scale Not loss than ...
(h) EBydroxymethylfurfural _
content Not more than ...

4,2 Additives and Additions ) None

4.3 Specific Prohibitions

(a) Honey must not have any foreign or obaectionable flavour,
aroma or taint.

(b) Honey must not have begun to ferment be effervescent and-
should not contain more than traces of budding yeast.

gcg The acidity of honey must not be changed artificially.

d) Dirty honey should not be sold. ]

5. Labelling

5.1 aney shall be subject to the general piovisions laid down by
the Codex Committee on Food Labelling,. _ .
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5.2 Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5.5 below, only products
: conforming to the standard may be labelled 'honey'.

5.3 No honey may be designated by any of the designations in ?aragraph

3 unless it conforms to the appropriate description contained
therein.

5.4 Honey may be designated according to colour, floral or plant
' source or geographical or topographical origin.

505 (a) Honey not complying with the requirements of paragraph 4.1(g),
4,1(h), 4.4(a) and 4.4(b) of this standard must, if offered
for sale, be labelled 'industrial honey' or‘'baking honey'.

(b) Overheated honey; if offered for sale, must be labelled
'industrial honey' or 'baking honey!'.

6. Methods of Analysis

6.1 The following methods of analysis should be used for determining
the compositional criteria laid down in paragraph 4.1 above.

They are subject to ratification by the Codex Committee on Methods
of Analysis and Sampling.

(a) Invert sugar content

Volumetric Copper Reduction. Official Methods of Analysis
Of the A.O.A.C., 9th mitc SeCe 290035— 29-037.

(b) Moisture content

The refractive index is determined at 20°C (if determined
at a temperature from 20°C the result is corrected to 200C)

and the moisture content is found by reference to the
following table: :

T

P

RTINS
af TR TR,
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Refractive Moisture Refractive Moisture Refractive Moisture
Index Content Index Content Index Content
(200c) (%) (20°c) (%) (200c) (%)
1.5044 13.0 1.4961 16.2 1.4880 19.4
1.5038 13.2 1.4956 16.4 1.4875 19.6
1.5033 13.4 1.4951 16.6 1.4870 19.8
1.5028 13.6 1.4946 16.8 1.4865 20,0
1,5023 13.8 1.4940 17.0 1.4860 - 20.2
1.5018 14.0 1.4935 17.2 1.4855 | 20.4
1.5012 14.2 1.4930 17.4 1.4850 20.6
1.5007 14.4 1.4925 17.6 1.4845 20.8
1.5002: 14.6 1.4920 17.8 1.4840 21.0
1.4997 14.8 1.4915 18.0 1.4835 21l.2
1.4992 15.0 1.4910 18.2 1.4830 21.4
1.4987 15.2 1.4905 18.4 1,4825 21.6
1.4982 15.4 1.4900 18.6 1.9820 21.8
1.4976 15.6 1.4895 - 18.8 1.4815 22.0
1.4971 15.8 1.4890 19.0 _

1.4966 16,0 1.4885 19.2
Wedmore E.Be Bee World 36.197. 1955
(¢) Apparent sucrose content

()

(e)
(£)
(2)

(n)

Volumetric copper reduction after inversion by Walker's method
(Walker, U.S. Department of Commerce, Circular of the National
Bureau of Standards C 440.p.132) and neutralising.

Water insoluble solids content

Dissolve a suitable quantity weighed to the nearest centigram of
a well mixed sample of honey in hot water, filter through a fine
pore glass simtered crucible previously dried at 135°C and weighed
to 0,1 mg., wash thoroughly with hot water until free from sugars,
dry for one hour at 135 C, cool and weigh to 0.l mg.

Mineral content (ash): Official Methods of Analysis of the.
A,0,A.Cey 9th Edit.sec. 29.,097.

Acidity:s Official Methods of Analysis of the A.0.A.C., 9th Edit.
S€eCe 2901310

Diastase: J.E, Schade, G.L. Marsh, J.E. Eckert, Food Research

23, p.446, 1958, as subsequently modified by J.W. White, F.W.
Pairent’ Je A.0.A.C, ig_, p0341, 1959’ or .

H. Hadorn, Mitt, Gebiete Lebensmittel u. Hyg. Bern. 52.69. 1961
Hydroxymethylfurfural content: O, Winkler, Z. Unters Lebensmittel

1955.

102, 161.
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REPORT OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE
COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE
Rome, 8 November 1966

INTRODUCTION

l. The Fourth Session of the Coordinating Committee for Europe was held

on 8th November 1966 in Rome. The meeting was opened by Prof. Dr. M.J.L.
Dols, Chairman of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and attended by members

of the Coordinating Committee for Europe, with liembers of the Codex

- Aliment=rius Commission from other regions as observers. Due to the decease
of the Coordinator for Europe, it was necessary for the Coordinating Committee
to recommend to the Commission the appointment of a new Coordinator for
BEurope. Dr. R. Wildner of Austria was unanimously proposed as the new
Coordinator for two years and was elected to act as temporary Chairman for

the Fourth Session of the Coordinating Committee for Europe.

HONEY

24 Before the Committee were the Report of the Third Session of the
Coordinating Committee for Burope, including a report on the standard for
honey and a draft provisional standard for honey which presented the points
on this standard adopted at the meeting. This document was sent to govern-
ments for comments, and the comments received up to the time of the meeting
were also before the Committee. On the basis of some of these comments the
Austrian delegation had prepared a revised draft standard, which the Committee
agreed to consider after some discussion, with the note that this was not to
set a precedent since the document had not been circulated two months prior
to the meeting. After some discussion on the technical points in the docu-
ment under consideration, the Committee agreed that the standard for honey
should be reconsidered by the Coordinating Committee for Burope at its next -
session at Step 7 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Regional Standards.
The Committee at that time should also recommend whether the standard be
developed as a regional or world-wide standard. It was agreed that all the
documents under consideration at this meeting (mentioned above in this para-
graph) should be sent out to governments for comment. The Austrian delega-
tion should take into account as far as possible in redrafting the standard
comments from governments of all Hember Countries and should include these
comments in the working paper for the next session of the Committee. The
working document should be sent out well in advance of the meeting, so as

to enable all countries interested in the standard to consult with their
.experts.

BROTHS AND SOUPS

3. The Committee, after receiving a brief verbal report from the delegation
of Switzerland, decided not to recommend setting up a Codex Committee on this
subject at.this time. The subject would be re—examined at the next session
of the Committee in the light of an outline paper on the broths and soups
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covering the international trade in these products, reviewing any draft
standards of other organizations and including a justification for the
establishnent of a Codex Committee on Broths and Soups.

NATURAL MINERAL- WATERS

4, Prof. O. E8zl, Chairman of the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters,
gave a verbal report on the last session held in Berne in October 1966 of

the drafting committee set up by the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters,
and stated that a second session of the drafting committee was expected to

be held about the end of January 1967. The Commission was informed that, .
following the January 1967 meeting of the drafting committee, it was hoped

to be able to submit a text for consideration by the Codex Committee at its
next session.

DIETETIC FOODS

5e The Coordinating Committee noted the statement of the delegation of the
Federal Republic of Germany that the annex to the Report of the First Meeting
of the Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods was regarded by that Committee as

a proposed draft provisional standard at Step 3, and that this matter would
be referred to the Commission when the Report of the First Meeting was under
consideration.

PART IV

MEBERSHIP OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

Te The Commission had before it a progress report from the Secretariat. -
on the replies to date received from Member Nations and Associate Members
of FAO and WHO concerning membership of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.
The Commission noted that the current position was as follows:
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(a) Member Nations of FAO and/or WHO which had formally declared their
- intention to be considered lembers of the Codex Alimentarius Commission:

Status - 1 November 1966

: Buropean Region Latin America

l. Austria ' 25, Argentina -

2. Belgium 26. Cuba

3. Denmark 27« Peru

4. Germany, Federal Republic 28, Trinidad and Tobago
5. Finland

6. France ~ ~ Africa

Te Greece ’ 29, Ghana

8. Ireland - . 30. Madagascar

9. Israel 3l. Senegal
10, Italy 32, Ugande
11. Luxembourg o : _
12. Malta : ' South-West Pacific Region
13. Netherlands 33, Australia
14, Norway ’ 34. New Zealand
15. Poland ' .
16, Portugal Asia
17. Spain 35. China
18. Sweden 36, Jordan, Hashemite Kingdom
19. Switzerland - 37. Japan
20, Turkey 38, Kuwait
21, TUnited Kingdom 39 Thailand

22, Yugoslavia

North America
23. Canada
24. United States of America

(b) Member Nations of FAO and/or WHO which have participated in the work of
the Codex Alimentarius Commission and whose formal declaration of member—
ship is either in course of despatch or expected to be received soon:

Status - 1 November 1966

©+ European Region Africa
1., Czechoslovakia 6. Burundi
2, Hungary 7. Congo (Kinshasa)
30 U.SoSoRo 8. Tunisia
9 Sudan
Latin America
4, Costa Rica Asia
5e Venezuela 10. India
11, Iran

12, Malaysia
13, Pakistan
14, Vietnam
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(c) Member Nations of FAO and/or WHO which at the present time do not
: wish to be considered Members of the Codex Alimentarius Commission:

Status = 1 November 1956

' Africa ‘ Asia
l, Dahomey 5 Iraq
2. Mauritius :

3. Niger
4. Togo

8. In view of the importance of the work of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, the Commission expressed the hope that countries not yet parti-
cipating in its work would do so in the near future. In this connection

it was noted that a large number of replies were still outstanding to the
circular state letter which had been sent by the Directors-—General to all
Member Countries of FAO and WHO, requesting them to advise whether they
_wished to be considered as lNembers of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.
The Secretariat was requested to take follow-up action concerning those
countries which had not yet indicated their position and to draw their at-
. tention to the fact that participation in this work and membership of the
Commission d4id not involve them in any financial contribution additional

. to that which they were already making to the Regular Budgets of FAO and/or
WHO. ‘ ’ ' :

9. The Commission further considered that it would be of assistance to
countries in deciding whether to become Members of the Commission if the
following aspects and advantages of participation in the work of the Commission
which had been outlined in a paper presented to the Commission were brought

to their attention: :

(i) A1l countries, regardless of their stage of development, had an impor-
tant interest in the establishment of international food standards.
These - standards would be published in a Codex Alimentarius, and it was
hoped that this would be accepted by the greatest possible number of
governments., For industrialized countries exporting manufactured foods,
the merit of such a Codex Alimentarius would consist in the possibility
of freer movement of foods from country to country .and, as regards non-
economic trade restrictions, an opportunity to compete under equal
terms in world markets. For developing countries producing primary
commodities and raw material, the interest of adopting international
food standards could be threefold: to hclp them in forming their own
national food legislationj to protect them from becoming markets for
imports of inferior manufactured food; and to assist them to promote
their export trade in foodstuffs, -
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(ii) The distinction between being a Member of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission or merely participating in its work in an observer capacity

' need not significantly affect the value to be derived from the
‘Commission's activities., - Eligible nations which chose Observer
rather than Member status could, upon request to the Director-General
of FAO or WHO, attend sessions of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
and of its subsidiary bodies, participate in discussions and submit
memoranda. Furthermore, and most importantly, under the formal pro-
cedure which the Commission had worked out to ensure that governments
should be able to state their position in connection with a standard,
all governments regardless of their status in the Commission received
the working documentation relating to the standard concerned -and were
entitled to have their comments and observations considered.,

10. In spite of the foregoing arrangements the Commission stressed the im-
portance for eligible nations to decide upon the status they wished to have
in the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Membership afforded certain privi-
leges in procedural matters, and through these, lMember Countries had equal
opportunity to influence the course of the work of the Commission. Member-
ship privileges relate to — &ag membership of the subsidiary bodies of the
Commission, (b) voting, and (c) elections and the holding of office., As
regards (as, only lMembers of the Commission could become members of Codex
Committees, Coordinating Committees, and Committees of the whole, such as

the Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Principles concerning
Milk and Milk Products. An eligible country which participated in the
-Commission's work only in an observer capacity could only participate in

the subsidiary bodies of the Commission in the same capacity. With regard
to voting mentioned in (b) above, membership status has the entitlement

of one vote, observer status none. Voting might take place on important
matters such as the adoption of a standard, the elaboration of standards on
a regional basis, the amendment or suspension of the Rules of Procedure of
the Commission, the moving of resolutions and the inclusion of specific items
.in the agenda of a session. Finally, as to (c) above, membership status was
required in order to enable the national of an eligible nation to hold office
in the Commission or its subsidiary bodies or to be eligible to represent

one of the six geographical locations of the world in the Executive Committee
of the Commission - Africa, Asia, Burope, Latin America, North America and
South-West Pacific. '

PART V

COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA

11. The Commission was informed that the views of African countries had
been sought by the Directors-—General on the proposal made by six African
countries attending the Third Session of the Commission concerning the de-
sirability of establishing a Coordinating Committee for Africa. Only one
country had replied to date to the circular state letter of the Directors-
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General of May 1966, indicating an interest in the establishment of a
Coordinating Committee for Africa. The country in question, however,
informed the Diractors~General that it did not at this time wish to become
a Member of the Commission. The Commission considered that, in the light
of the response at this time, it would be premature to take any decision

to propose the setting-up of a Coordinating Committee for Africa. ' The
Commission recommended, however, that a survey to elicite more information
on the needs of Africa in the matter of food standards should be undertaken
by the Secretariat, through the services of the FAO Country Representatives
and WHO personnel stationed in the region and a report be submitted to the
next session of the Commission. The Commission further recommended, in
order to bring to the attention of countries in the developing parts of the
world the importance of food standards, that it was desirable for the
agendas of FAO regional meetings and technical seminars to include an item
.on the activities of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary
bodies,

PART VI

VORKING PARTY ON THE RULES OF PROCEDURE AND RELATED MATTERS

12, The Commission agreed to the recommendation of the Executive Committee
that a Working Party on the Rules of Procedure and Related Matters be set
up during the session to examine certain proposed amendments to the Rules
of Procedure of the Commission, to draft a clearer statement of the '
Commission's meaning of acceptance of Codex Standards to replace paragraph
4 of the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius, and draft an amend-
ment to the Introduction to the Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards
to permit greater flexibility in the Procedure to expedite certain matters.
‘The Report of the Working Party is contained in Appendix V to this Report.
The action taken by the Commission on tha Werking Party's Report is con-
tained in the relevant parts of this Report (see paragraphs 13, 19 and 21),.

PART VII

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF
THE_COMMISSION

13. The Commission had before it for consideration the recommendations made.
by the Working Party on the Rules of Procedure and Related Matters concern-
ing certain amendments which were required to be made to the Rules of
Procedure as a consequence of the incorporation of the FAO/WHO Food Standards
Program in the Regular Budgets of FAO and WHO., The Working Party had also
considered a number of other amendments proposed by the Executive Committee
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and - recommended other minor revisions to ensure consistency in the use of
terminology throughout the Rules of Procedure. During the discussion of
the proposed amendment to Rule IX.6, the delegation of Switzerland stated
that it would prefer to retain this Rule unchanged so that the Chairmen of
subsidiary bodies would be responsible for the convening of meetings. The
Commission requested that the Secretariat, in the light of the revised text
of Rule XI.l, should endeavour to supply as much information as possible
concerning expenditure relating to the Food Standards Program for the rele-
vant financial period immediately preceding any session of the Commission
when budgetary proposals for the future activities would be considered by
the Commission. The Secretariat undertook to have this proposal examined

- by the appropriate financial authorities in FAO and WHO and would try to
have satisfactory arrangements made so that this information eould be avail-
able to the Commission. The Commission examined in detail the implications
for lMembers responsible for the chairmanship of Codex Committees in respect
of the proposed amendment to Rule XII.3 concerning the increase in the num-
ber of working languages of the Commission to be used by these subsidiary
bodies. The delegations of Denmark, the Netherlands and Norway stated

- that in their opinion it was not necessary for the number of working lan-
guages to be increased from one to two by an amendment to the Rules of
Procedure. In the opinion of these delegations most host governments, in
practice, would endeavour to meet the reasonable requirements of partici-
pants attending meetings of Codex Committees. The Commission was of the
opinion that if the Guidelines for Codex Committees were observed by parti-
cipants and host governments, then the operation of the revised Rule XII.3
should not present any practical difficulties, In particular, the Commission
stressed the need for governments intending to participate in Codex Committees
to observe section 7(b§ of the Guidelines concerning replies to invitations.
The complete Rules of Procedure of the Commission are contained in Appendix

- II to this Report. The amended Rules of Procedure adopted by the Commission
during the Fourth Session are given below. These Rules will be placed before
the Directors-General of FAO and WHO for their approval. The. official and
working languages of the Commission were under consideration by the Directors-
General and a report on this subject would be made to the Commission at its
next session. The Commission requested- that this report should also include
the question of languages for Coordinating Committees. (The Statutes of

" the Codex Alimentarius Commission as adopted by the Forty-Seventh Session .
of the FAO Council are contained in Appendix I to this Report.)
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMISSION WHICH WERE AMENDED AT THE
FOURTH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

Officers

1. The Commission shall elect a Chairman and three Vice-Chairmen from
among the representatives, alternates and advisers (hereinafter referred
to as "delegates") of the Members of the Commission; it being understood
that no delegate shall be eligible without the concurrence of the head
of his delegation. They shall be elected at each session and shall hold
office from the end of the session at which they were elected until the
end of the following session. The Chairman and Vice~Chairmen shall be
eligible for re-election but after having served two consecutive terms
shall be ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term.

4., (a) The Commission may appoint a Coordinator from among the
. delegates of the MNembers of the Commission, for any region or
for any group of countries specifically enumerated by the
Commission, whenever it may find, on the basis of a proposal
of a majority of the countries which constitute the region or
group, that work for the Codex Alimentarius in the countries
concerned so requires.’

5e The Commission may appoint one or more Rapporteurs from among the
delegates of the Members of the Commission.

6o The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall be requested to appoint
from the staffs of the Organizations a Secretary of the Commission and
such other officials, likewise responsible to them, as may be necessary
to assist the officers and the Secretary in performing all duties that
the work of the Commission may require.

Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairman and Vice-
Chairmen of the Commission together with six further Members, elected by
the Commission from among the Members of the Commission, one each coming
from the following goegraphic locations: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America, Horth America, South-West Pacific; it being understood that not
more than one delegate from any one country shall be a member of the
Executive Conmmittee. Elected lMembers shall hold office for two years and
shall be eligible for re-election, but after having served two successive
terms shall be ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term.

Jessions of the Commission

2 Sessions of the Commission shall be convened and the place of meeting
shall be determined by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO after consul-
tation, where appropriate, with the authorities of the host country.
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3. Notice of the date and place of each session of the Commission shall

‘be communicated to all Members of the Commission at least two months

befo:e the sessione.

Subsidiary bodies

6. Sessions of subsidiary bodies shall be convened By the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO: 4 ' E '

(a) in the case of bodies established under Rule IX.1(a),in consultation
 ‘'with the Chairman of the Commission;

(b) in the case of bodies established under Rule IX.,1(b)(1) (Codex
Committees), in consultation with the chairman of the respective
Codex Committee and also, in the case of Codex Committees for the
preparation of draft standards for a given region or group of
countries, with the coordinator, if a coordinator has been appointed
for the region or group of countries concernedj;

(c) in the case of bodies established under Rule IX.1l(b)(2) (Coordinating
Committees), in consultation with the chairman of the Coordinating
Committes. ‘

Te The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall determine the place of
meeting of bodies established under Rule IX.1l(a) and Rule IX.1l(b)(2) after
consultation, where appropriate, with the host country concerned and, in
the case of bodies established under Rule IX.1(b)(2), after consultation
with the coordinator for the region or group of countries concerned, if
any, or with the chairman of the Coordinating Committee.

"8. Notice of the date and place of each session of bodies established
under Rule IX.1(a) shall be communicated to all Members of the Commission

at least two months before the session.

9. The establishment of subsidiary bodies under Rule IX.1(a) and Rule
IX.1(b)(2) shall be subject to the availability of the necessary funds,

as shall the establishment of subsidiary bodies under Rule IX,1(b)(1) when
any of their expenses are proposed to be recognized as operating expenses
within the budget of the Commission in accordance with Article 10 of the
Statutes of the Commission. Before taking any decision involving expen-—
diture in connection with the establishment of such subsidiary bodies, the
Commission shall have before it a report from the Director-General of FAO
ani/or WHO, as appropriate, on the administrative and financial implications
thereof. ’

10. The Yembers who shall be responsible for appointing chairmen of sub-
sidiary bodies established under Rule IX.1(b)(1) shall be designated at
each session by the Commission, except where otherwise provided in these
Rules, and shall be eligible far re-designation. All other officers of
subsidiary bodies shall be elected by the body concerned and shall be
eligible for re-election. : ’

1l. The Rules of Procedu:e'of the Commission shall apply mutatis mutandis
to its subsidiary bodies,
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Budget and Expenses

1., Tho Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall prepare for consideration
by the Commission at its regular sessions an estimate of expenditure
based on the proposed program of work of the Commission and its subsidiary
bodies, together with information concerning expenditure for the previous
financial period. This estimate, with such modifications as may be con-
sidered appropriate by the Directors-General in the light of recommenda-
tions made by the Commission, shall subsequently be incorporated in the
Regular Budgets of the two Organizations for approval by the appropriate
governing bodies, '

- 2e The estimate of expenditure shall make provisions for the operating

a1

ZITI

LIV

expenses of the Commission and the subsidiary bodies of the Commission
established under Rule IX.1(a) and IX.1(b)(2) and for the expenses relat-
ing to staff assigned to the Program and other expenditures incurred in
connection with the servicing of the latter,

The operatlng costs of subsidiary bodies established under Rule IX.1l
(b)(l) (Codex Committees) shall be borne by each Member accepting chairman-
ship of such a body. The estimate of expenditure may include a provision \
for such costs involved in preparatory work as may be recognized as operat-
ing expenses of the Commission in accordance with the provisions of Article
10 of the Statutes of the Commission.

4. Expenses incurred in connection with attendance at sessions of the
Comnission and its subsidiary bodies and travels of delegations of the
Members of the Commission and of the observers referred to in Rule VII,
shall be borne by the governments or organizations concerned. Should"
experts be invited by the Director-General of FAO or WHO to attend sessions
of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in their individual capacity,
their expenses shall be borne out of the regular budgetary funds available
for the work of the Commission, -

Languages

3. Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Rule,
the working languages of subsidiary bodies set up under Rule IX.1(d)
shall include at least two of the working languages of the Commission.

Amendments and Suspension of Rules

2. The Rules of the Commission, other than Rule I, Rule II.l, 2, 3 and 6,
Rule III, Rule IV.2 and 6, Rule V.l, 4 and 6, Rule VI.1, 2 and 3, Rule VII,
Rule VIII.3 and 4, Rule IX.5, T and 9, Rule XI, Rule XIII and Rule XIV,
may be suspended by the Commission by a two thirds majority of the votes
cast, provided that 24 hours' notice of the proposal for suspension'has
been given. Such notice may be waived if no representative of the Members
of the Commission objects,

Intry into force

1, In accordance with Article 8 of the Statutes of the Commission, these
Rules of Procedure shall come into force upon approval by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO, subject to such confirmation as may be prescribed
by the procedure of the two Organizations. Pending the coming into force
of these Rules, they shall apply provisionally.
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INCLUSION OF COORDINATORS IN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTER

14, At its Third Session, the Codex Alimentarius Commission had considered
a proposal made by the delegates of Austria and Switzerland that a second
seat be established for Europe in the Executive Committee of +the Commission,
The delegates of Austria and Switzerland undertook to prepare a report on
this subject for comment by governments. The Commission recommended that
this report together with governments' comments should be placed before the .
next meeting of the Executive Committee., It was further suggested that the
Executive Committee should also consider the possibility of coordinators

for regions becoming ex officio members of the Executive Committee.

15. In accordance with the recommendations of the Commission at its Third
Session, the delegates of Austria and Switzerland_had submitted a report to
the Third Session of the Coordinating Committee for FEurope proposing that
Burope should have an additional seat in the Executive Committee of the
Commission. The Coordinating Ccumittee for Europe considered this proposal
and a majority of delegates attending the session had recommended that
coordinators appointed for the Commission's regions should be ex officio
members of the Executive Committee: The Austrian and Swiss delegates attend-
ing the session indicated their agreement to this alternative recommendation
and formally withdrew their original proposal,

16, The Executive Committee at its Eighth Meeting considered the recommenda-—
tion of the majority of countries attending the Third Session of the Coordinating
Committee for Europe, but decided not to make any recommendation to the
Commission on this subject and requested the Secretariat to prepare a paper

for the Fourth Session of the Commission recording the above-mentioned matters
and a suitable draft amendment to the Rules of Procedure for consideration

by the Commission should the Commission decide to include coordinators for
regions as ex officio members of the Executive Committee,

17. After a full discussion of the proposal made by the Coordinating Committee
and other alternative possibilities outlined in the paper (ALINORM 66/3(6))
prepared by the Secretariat at the request of the Executive Committee, the
Commission decided not to amend the Rules of Procedure to include coordinators
for regions as ex officio members of the Executive Committee. The Commission
recommended however that céordinators for regions should be permitted to

attend meetings of the Executive Committeec.
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PART VIII

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The Commission considered the definitions presented to it in the Report

of the ad hoc Working Group of the Codex Committee on General Principles. The
Report of the Working Group is contained in Appendix VI to this Report. The
Working Group had taken into consideration government comments on this topic
received during the past year. The definitions given below refer to the field

of work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and comprise only those definitions

of terms necessary for an understanding of the General Principles of the Codex
-Alimentarius. In accepting these definitions, the Commission emphasized that
they were not intended for governments to use in their national food legislation.

'Food! means any substance, whether processed, semi-processed or raw,
vwhich is intended for human consumption, and includes drink, chewing gum
and any substance which has been used in the manufacture, preparation or
treatment of 'food! but does not include cosmetics or tobacco or sub-
stances used only as drugs. l/

'Food additives' qgg:'contamlnants', The Commission recommended that the
Codex Committee on Food Additives should examine the government comments
which had been received on the draft definition proposed by that Committee
and should prepare revised definitions of a broader nature, including
contaminants, which would be suitable for the purposes of the Codex
Alimentarius. Such definitions might include matters not the specific
responsibility of the Committee.

'Posticide residues'. The Commission recommended that the Codex Committee
on Pesticide Residues should develop a definition for pesticide residues
in the light of comments which had been recelved on '"Definitions of Terms",

. document SP 10/31.

'Labellingﬁ and 'presentation' includes the label and any written, prin-
ted or graphic matter relating. to, describing and accompanying the food.

tLabel' includes any tag, brand, mark, pictorial or other descriptive
matter, written, printed, stencilled, marked, embossed or impressed on,
or attached to, a container of food. A

The delegation of Portugal was not in agreement with the definition of
tfood' on account of the phrase Yany substance which has been used in .

the manufacture, preparation or treatment of 'food'“whlch, in its opinion,
should be deleted from the definition.,
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'Container' means ény form of packaging of food for sale as a single
item, whether by.completely or partially enclosing the food, and includes
wrappers and confining bands.

'Food hygiene!. The Commission decided that the Codex Committee on Food
Hygiene should be requested to define 'food hygiene' for the purposes

of the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius in its widest sense
and irrespective of whether the Committee would be concerned w1th all
aspects of the definition in its work.

The Commission recommended that any definitions required for use in Standards
by Codex Committees should be prepared by the Committee concerned. The Codex
Committee on General Principles would be responsible for reconciling any
differences among conflicting definitions of the same term.

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX STANDARDS

19, The Commission examined the recommendations of the Working Party on Rules
of Procedure and Related Matters in respect of paragraph 4 of the General
Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. After discussing the meaning of full
acceptance of a Codex Standard the Commission made certain revisions to the
draft proposal of the Working Party and agreed to invite government comments
on the revised text of paragraph 4 of the General Principles of the Codex
Alimentarius given below. The Secretariat was requested to forward government
comments on this subject to the Chairman of the Codex Committee on General
Principles so that this matter could be examined by that Committee at its next
session and recommendations submitted by the Committee to the Fifth Session

of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE
. CODEX ALTMENTARIUS COMMISS1ON

(a) A Codex standard may be accepted by a country in respect of trade and
distribution of the product concerned, whether imported or home—produced,
within its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways:

(i) Full acceptance-

Full acceptance means that the country concerned will ensure that a
.product -~ whether imported or home-~produced - to which the standard
applies would be permitted to be distributed freely within its
territorial jurisdiction under the description laid down in the
standard, only if it complies with all the relevant requirements of
the standard. It also means that the distribution of the product
would not be hindered by any legal provisions in the country con-
cerned relating to the health of the consumer or to other food
standards matters.,



(ii) Target acceptance

Target acceptance means that the country concerned will accept the
standard after a stated number of years and will meanwhile not
hinder within its territorial jurisdiction the distribution of
products conforming to the standard by any legal provisions in

the country concerned relating to the health of the consumer or

to other food standards matters.

(iii) Acceptance with a declaration of more stringent requirements

Acceptance with a declaration of more stringent requirements means
that a country will include in its acceptance full details of all
the requirements which are more stringent than those included in
the standard concerned.,

(b) A country unable to accept the standard in any of the ways mentioned
above should indicate:

(1) whether products conformlng to the.standard may be distributed freely

. w1th1n its territorial Jurlsd1ct1on-

(ii) ‘which provisions of the standard it is_prepared to accept in any of
the ways mentioned in sub-paragraph (2) above; :

(iii) in what ways its. present or proposed requirements differ from the
standard. .

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF FOOD LEGISLATION

" - 20, The Commission agreed with the recommendation of the ad hoc Working
Group of the Codex Committee on General Principles that “General Principles
of Food Legislation" (SP 10/30 - GPFL) should be sent to governments for
comments, particularly on the following points:.

(a) as to whether the reporting of their legislation was correct, in order
that a final, correct version of the document might be prepared;

(b) whether there Were basic principles fundamental to the establishment of
their legislation which had not been brought out in the documentj

(¢) whether there were provisions of a general nature in their legislation
' which were not brought out in the document.

The Commission further agreed with the ad hoc Working Group that the replies
of governments, together with a paper prepared by the Secretariat on various
general problems encountered in the work of Codex Committees and a paper on
the necessary basic provisions for food legislation, should be submltted to
the next session of the Codex Committee on General Principles.
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PART IX

PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF STANDARDS

21, After briefly considering a proposal made by the Executive Committee

' (see paragraph 5 of the Report of the Eighth Meeting of the Executive
Committese) to amend the Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of
-Standards to permit uncontroversial and urgent matters to be advanced in
the Steps of the Procedure, the Commission requested the Working Party on
Rules of Procedure and Related Matters to consider the suggestion of the
Bxecutive Committee in the light of the Commission's discussion and to pre-
pare a revised text of the proposed amendment for consideration by the '
Commission later in the Session. The Commission, after further discussion
of the draft submitted by the Working Party, agreed to add to the end of

- paragraph 2 of the Introduction to the Procedure for the Elaboration of
Standards contained in Appendix IV to the Report of the Third Session of
the Commlss1on the following sentence:s '

"It shall also be open to the Commission to authorize the omission of
one or more of Steps 6, 7 and 8 of the Procedure in Parts 1 and 2 of
this Appendix if it considers, without dissent, that the completion

of the standard is a matter of exceptional urgency or if it notes that
the standard is entirely uncontroversial and that the standard has al-
ready proved to be generally agreeable to lMembers of the Commission."

The revised Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards is contalned in
Appendix IV to this Report. '

PART X

GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEERES

22, The Commission had beforé it for consideration document "Guidelines for
Codex Committees™ (ALINORHM 66/3(2)), which had been prepared as a final draft
for submission to the Commission by an ad hoc Working Group of the Codex .
Committee on General Principles and accepted by the Executive Committee.
.After an examination of and slight revision to the Guidelines, the Commission
accepted them for inclusion in the Procedural Handbook of the Codex
Alimentarius. The amendments made by the Commission to the Guidelines were
as follows: paragraph 3, line 9 ~ delete "may" and insert "should also be
.invited"; paragraph 10(05 - after "delegations", insert "and delegations from
observer countries" who wish, etc. The Guidelines for Codex Committees as
accepted by the Commission are set out below in extenso.
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GUIDELINZS FOR CODEX COMMITTEES

IHTRODUCTION

1, By virtue of Article 6 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission and Rule IX.1(b)(1) of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission has
ostablished a number of Codex Committees to prepare standards in accordance
with the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards. The Commission
has specified for each Codex Committee whether ths standards are to be world-
wide or for a given region., The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall
apply mutatis mutandis to Codex Committees. .

COMPOSITION OF CODEX CCHEIITTIHES

Kembershig

2. Ilembership of Codex Committees elaborating world-wide standards is open.
to iembers of the Commission who have notified the Director-Gensral of FAO
or WHO of their desire to be considered as members thereof or to selected
members designated by the Commission. IHembership of Codex Committees estab-
lished to elaborate regional or group of countries standards is open only to
liembers of the Commission belonging to the region or group of countries
concerned.

Observers

3, Any other lember of the Comnission or any liember or Associate Member of
FAO or WHO vwhich has not become a llember of the Commission may participate as
an observer at any Codex Comnittee if it has notified the Director~General of
FAO or WIIO of its wish to do so., Such countries may participate fully in

the discussions of the Committee and shall be provided with the same opportu-
nities as other Members to express their point of view (including the submission
of memoranda), but without the right to vote or to move motions either of

- substance or of procedure. International organizations which have formal
relations with elther FAO or WHO should also be invited to attend in an ob-
ssrver capacity sessions of those Codex Committees which are of interest to
then,

ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES

Chairmanship

4.,. The Codex Alimentarius Commission will designate a Member Country of the
Conmmission, which has indicated its willingness to accept financial and all
other responsibility, as having responsibility for appointing a chairman of
the Committee. The liember Country concerned is responsible for appointing
the chairman of the Committee from among its own nationals, Should this per-
son for any reason be unable to take the chair, the Member Country concerned
shall decsignate another person to perform the functions of the chairman for
a3 lonz as the chairman is unable to do so, A Committee may appoint at any
sossion one or more rapporteurs from amons the delegates present.




Secretariat

5e A X¥ember Country to which a Codex Committee has been assigned is res—
ponsible for providing all conference services including the secretariat.

The secretariat should have adequate stenographic and typing staff able to
work easily in the languages used at the session and should have at its dis-
posal adequate typing and document reproducing egquipment. Interpretation,
preferably simultaneous, should be provided from and into all languages used
at the session, and if the report of the session is to be adopted in more than
one of the working languages of the Committee, then the services of a trans-
lator should be available. Tho Committee secretariat is charged with the
preparation of the draft report in consultation with the rapporteurs, if any.
Where necessary, assistance will be given by the representatives of FAO and
WHO attending the meeting in the drafting of the report.

Duties and Terms of Reference

6, The duties of a Codex_Committee shall include:

(a) the drawing up of a list of priorities, as appropriate, among the sub-
jects and products within its terms of reference;

(b) consideration of the types of product to be covered by standards, e.g.
whether materials for further processing into food should be covered;

(c¢) preparation of draft Codex standards within its terms of reference;

(@) reporting to each session of the Commission on the progress of its work
and, where necessary, on any difficulties caused by its terms of re-~
ference, together with suggestions for their amendment.

SESSIONS

Invitations and Provisional Agenda

7(a) Sessions of Codex Committees will be convened by the Directors—General

of FAO and WHO in consultation with the chairman of the respective Codex
‘Committee. The chairman concerned should send drafts of the letter of invi-
tation and provisional agenda to the Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards Program,
FAO, Rome, for issue by the Directors-General to all Members and Associate
Members of FAO and WHO, Codex Contact Points and interested international

- organizations in accordance with the official mailing lists of FAO and WHO,
Draft invitations and provisional agenda should be sent to FAO at least three
months before the date of the meeting. Chairmen should, before submitting

the drafts, inform and consult with the national Codex Contact Point where

one has been established, and, if necessary, obtain clearance from the national
authorities concerned (Ministry of Foreigm Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture,
Ministry of Health, or as the case may be). If the Directors-General wish to
propose amendments, the chairman of the Committee concernad should be consulted
.before these are made, The draft invitation and provisional agenda submitted
by the chairman will be translated by FAO/WHO into the working languages of

the Commission. ‘ ' :
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(v) Invitations will be issued in the working languages of the Commission
and drafts should include the following:

(i title of the Codex Committee;
(ii) +time and date of opening and date of the clos1ng of the sessionj
(iii) place of the session;
(iv) 1languages to be used and arrangements for 1nterpretat10n, i.€e
whether simultaneous or notj;
(vg if appropriate, information on hotel accommodationj
i request for the names of the chief . delegate and other members of
the delegation, and for information on whether the chief delegate
of a government will be attending as a representative or in the
capacity of an observer.

Replies to invitations will normally be requested to be sent to reach the
chairman as early as possible and in any case not less than 30 days before

the session., A copy should also be sent to the Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards
Program, FAO, Rome. It is of the utmost importance that by the date requested
a reply to invitations should be sent by all those governments and inter-
national organizations, which intend to participate., The reply should specify
the number of copies and the language of the documents required.

(¢) The provisional agenda should state the time, date and place of meet1ng
and should include the following items:

(i) adoption of the agendaj
(i1 if considered necessary, election of" rapporteur8° '
(iii items relating to subject matter to be discussed, including, where
’ ’

appropriate, the step in the Commission's Procedure for the Elabora-
tion of Standards at which the item is being dealt with at the
session, There should also be reference to the Committee papers
relevant to the.item;

(iv any other business;
consideration of date and place of next sessionj
adoption of draft reporte.

The work of the Committee and the length of the meeting should be so arranged
as to leave sufficient time at the end of the session for a report of the
Committee's transactions to be agreed.

Orgzanization of work

8. A Codex Committee may assign specific tasks to countries, groups of
countries or to international organizations represented at meetings of the
Comnittee and may ask Iember Countries and international organizations for
views on specific points. A Codex Committee may not set up formal sub-commit-
tees, whether open to all lembers of the Commission or not, without the
specific approval of the Commission,

Preparation and distribution of;pgpers

9(a) Papers for a session should be sent by the chairman of the Codex Committee
concerned at least two months before the opening of the session to the follow-
inz: (i) all Codex Contact Points, (ii) chief delegates of Member Countries,
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of observer countries and of international organizations and, (iii) other
participants on the basis of replies received. Twenty copies of all papers
in each of the languages used in the Committee concerned should be sent to
the Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards Program, FAO, Rome. o

(b) Papers for a session prepared by participants must be drafted in one

of the working languages of the Commission, which should, if possible, be

one of the languages used in the Codex Committee concerned. These papers -
should be sent to the chairman of the Committee, with a copy to the Chief,
FAO/WHO Food Standards Program, FAO, Rome, in good time (see paragraph 9(a))
to be included in the distribution of papers for the session.

(c) Documents circulated at a session of a Codex Committee, other than

draft documents prepared at the session and ultimately issued in a final form,
should subsequently receive the same distribution as other papers prepared
for the Committee, ‘

(d) Codex Contact Points will be responsible for ensuring that papers are
circulated to those concerned within their own country and for ensuring that
all necessary action is taken by the date specified. ' -

(e) Committee chairmen should assign consecutive reference numbers in suitable
series to all documents of Codex Committees. The reference number should ap-
pear at the top right-hand corner of the first page together with a statement
of the language in which the document was prepared and the date of its pre- :
paration. A clear statement should be made of the provenance (origin or author
country) of the paper immediately under the title. The text should be divided .
into numbered paragraphs., . ’ '

(£) Members of Codex Committees should advise the Committee chairman through
their Codex Contact Point of the number of copies of documents normally
required, '

(g) Vorking papers of Codex Committees may be circulated freely to all those
assisting a delegation in preparing for the business of the Committee; they
should not, however, be published. There is, however, no objection to the
publication of reports of the meetings of committees or of completed draft

~ standards, ' '

Conduct of meetings

10(a) Meetings of Codex Committees, apart from formal opening proceedings,
should be open only to accredited delegates and observers and to members of the
secretariat and its ancillary staff unless the Committee decides otherwise.
Member Countries responsible for Codex Committees shall decide who should open
meetings on their behalf, The chairman should invite observations from mem-
bers of the Committee concerning the provisional agenda and in the light of
such observations formally request the Committee to adopt the provisional
agenda or the amended agenda. lMeetings should be conducted in accordance with
the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Attention is
particularly drawn to Rule VI,7 which reads: "The provisions of Rule XIT of

the General Rules of FAO shall apply mutatis mutandis to all matters
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whlch are. not specifically dealt with under Rule VI of the present Rules".
Rule XII of the General Rules of FAO, a copy of which will be supplied to all

chairmen of Codex Committees, gives. full instructions on the procedures to be
" followed in dealing with voting, points of order, adjournment and suspension
of meetings, adjournment and closure of discussions on a particular itemy re-
consideration of a subject already declded and the order in which amendments
should be dealt with.

(b)  Chairmen of Codex Committees should ensure that all questions are fully
discussed. Chairmen should also ensure that the written comments of members
not present at the session are considered by the Conmittee; that all issues are
. put clearly to the Committee. This can usually best be done by stating what
appears to bé the generally acceptable view and asking delegates whether they
have any objection to its being adopted. The chairmen should always try to
arrive at a consensus and should not ask the Committee to proceed to voting 1f i
agreement on the Committee's decision can be secured by consensuse.

(¢) Delegations and delegatlons from observér countries who wish their opposi-
tion to a decision of the Committee to be recorded may do so, whether the deci-
sion has been taken by a vote or not, by asking for a statement of their position
to be contained in the report of the Committee. This statement should not mere-
"1y use a phrase such as: "The delegation of X reserved its position" dut should
make clear the extent of the delegation's opposition to a particular decision

of the Committee and state whether they were simply opposed to the declslon or
wished for a further opportunlty to cons1der the question.

- (a) Omly the chief delegates of Hember Countrles, or of observer countries or
of international organizations.have the righ% to speak unless they authorize
other members of their delegations to do S0. , .

' Reports ‘ ‘
ll(a) In preparlng reports, the follow:l.nb points shall be borne in mind:

(i) decisions should be clearly stated; all decisions on draft
standards should be accompanied by an indication of the step in the
Procedure that the standards have reached;

(ii) if action has to be taken before the next meeting of the Commlttee,
the nature of the action, who is to take it and when the action
- must be completed should be clearly statedj
(iii) where matters require attention by other Codex Commzttees, thls
should be clearly stated;
(iv) if the report is of any length, summaries of points agreed and the
action to be taken should be included at the end of the report.

(b) ‘The following appendices should be attached to the report:

(1 list of participants with full postal addresses;
(11 draft standards with an indication of the step in the Procedure whlch
has been reachedo

(¢) The secretariat of a Codex Committee should ensure that, as soon as possible
and in any event not later than one month after the end of the session, copies
of the final report, as adopted, are sent to all participants, all Codex Contact
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Points and to the Chlef, FAO/WHO Food Standards Program, FAO, Rome, who should
receive 20 copies in each language used at the session, : _

DRAWING UP OF CODEX STANDARDS

12, A Codex Commlttee, in draw1ng up standards, should bear in mind the
following:

(a) the guidance given in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius;

(b) that all standards should have a preface containing the follow1ng
information:

(i; the description of the standard;

(ii) references including the step whlch the standard has reached in the,
Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards, together
with the date on which the draft was approved;

(iii) ‘matters in the draft standard requlrlng ratification or action by

other Codex Committees-

(c¢) that for standards for a product which includes a number of sub-categories,
©.8+ cheese, the Committee may either draft a general standard and then
draft standards for sub-categories with different composition requirements,
e.g. 'full fat cheese' 'skimmed milk cheese' within the general standard
or draft standards for a series of sub-categories without any general
standard. In either case, such standards should contain clear designa-
tions for the sub-categories;

(d) that, in general, it should not be necessary to change the name of a food
solely because of the presence of a permitted food additive., .However,
in some instances, vhere the additive results in a significant change in
the product, appropriate labelling may be required in addition to the
listing of the additive among the declaration of ingredients,

RELATIONS BETWEEN COMMODITY COMMITTEERS AND GENERAL COMMITTEES

13, Codex Committees may ask the advice and guidance of the Committees on Food
Labelling, Food Addltlves, Methods of Analysis and Sampling, and Food Hygiene,
on any points coming within their prov1nce.

Food Labelling

(a) Codex Commodity Committees should prepare a section on labelling in each
draft commodity standard and this section should contain all the labelling pro-
visions of the standard: The labelling section should only include provisions
which are exemptions from, additions to, or which are necessary for the inter-
pretation of, the general standard on food labelling in respect of the product
concerned. All Codex commodity standards should be referred to the Codex
Committoe on Food Labelling at Step 3 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of
Codex Standards, though such reference should not be allowed to delay the pro-
gress of the standard to the subsequent steps of the Procedure. All labelling
provisions will require to be ratified by the Codex Committee on Food Labelling.
When commodity standards are sent to governments for comment at Step 3, they
should contain a statement that the labelling provisions are subject to ratifi-
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‘cat1on by the Codex Committee on Food Labelling and that the general standard

on food labelling will apply except insofar as the commodity standard specifi-

‘cally provides otherw1se.

Food Addltlves

(b) Codex Commodity Committees should prepare a section on food additives in
each draft commodity standard and this section should contain all the provisions
in the standard relating to food additives. The section should include the
names of those additives which are considered to be technologically necessary

or which are widely permitted for use in the food within limits, where approp-
riate. All provisions in respect of food additives contained in Codex commodity
standards should be referred to the Codex Committee on Food Additives at Step 3
of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards, though such reference
should not be allowed to delay the progress of the standard to the subsequent

-steps of the Procedure. All provisions in respect of food additives will re-

quire to be ratified by the Codex Committee on Food Additives. When commodity
standards are sent to governments for comment at Step 3, they should contain

a statement that the provisions in respect of food additives are subject to
ratification by the Codex Committee on Food Additives and to any general list
of food additives drawn up . -by that Commltteeo

_Hethods of Analy51s .and Sampl

A(c) When- Codex Commlttees have included prov1s1ons on methods of ana1y51s or.

sampling in a Codex commodity standard, these should be referred to the Codex
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling at Step 3 of the Procedure for
the Elaboration of Codex Standards, though such reference should not be allowed
to delay the progress of the standard to the subsequent steps of the Procedure.
A11 provisions in respect of analysis and sampling will require to be ratified
by the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling. When commodity

‘standards containing provisions on methods of analysis or sampling are sent to

governments for comment at Step 3, they should contain a statement that these
provisions are subject to ratification by the Codex Committee on Méthods of
Analysis and Sampling.

Food Hyziene

(d) When Codex Committees have included provisions relating to hygiene in a
Codex commodity standard, these should be referred to the Codex Committee on
Food Hygiene at Step 3 of the Procedure- for the Elaboration of Codex Standards,'
though such reference should not be allowed to delay the progress of the stan-
dard to the subsequent steps of the Procedure. All provisions -in respect of
hygiene will require to be ratified by the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene,
When commodity standards containing provisions on hygiene are sent to governments
for comments at Step 3, they should contain a statement that these provisions
are subject to ratification by the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene.

Guick Frozen Foods

(e) When Codex Committees have elaborated Codex commodity standards for quick
frozen food products, these should be referred to the Joint ECE/Codex
Alimentarius Group of Experts on Standardization of Ouick-Frozen Foods at Step
3 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards for comment by the
Group of Experts.,
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PART XTI

FINANCE OF THE JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAM

23. The Commission examined the accounts for the year ending 31 December 1965.
Income during 1965 (including the carry forward from 1964)'had amounted to

$ 154,572, Expenditure for the year had totaled $ 105,236. The Commission
noted therefore that a sum of § 49,336 had been carried forward into 1966.

The funds remaining in Trust Fund 40 were being used during 1966/67 in accor-
dance  with the recommendations of the Commission on the provision of documents,
publications and related services for the Commission. :

24. The Commission was informed that in addition to the above-mentioned funds
in Trust Fund 40, the governing bodies of FAO and WHO had approved the follow-
ing provisions in the Regular Budgets of both Organizations for the biennium
1966/67: FAO - $ 170,000 and WHO - $§ 54,000. The total funds available from
all sources to the Food Standards Program in the biennium 1966/67 would be
approximately $ 274,000 (excluding certain mandatory increases during the bien-
nium). The total funds for the biennium had been apportioned into two equal:

- annual amounts of § 137,000 in 1966 and 1967. :

25. The‘Commiséion examined, in the light of the recommendations of the
Executive Committee, the budgetary estimates of the Directors-General for ‘the

~ Program in 1968 and 1969. The Commission was informed that these estimates

would be included in the draft Regular Budgets of FAO and WHO for approval by
the governing bodies of the two Organizations. FAO would propose in its draft
Regular Budget for the biennium 1968/69 an.increase of $ 130,000 (excluding the
mandatory increases relating to 1966/67) over the amount of $ 170,000 approved
in the Budget for the biennium 1966/67. WHO would be including in its draft
Regular Budget for the year 1968 the sum of $ 42,000 for approval by its
governing body. The World Health Assembly had approved sums of $ 27,000 in
1966 and 1967 respectively. It was not yet possible for the Director—General
of WHO to assess what provisions might be proposed to the governing body of

WHO in respect of 1969. The total income likely to be available to the Program
in 1968, subject to the approval of the governing bodies, would therefore be
approximately $ 192,000 (excluding the mandatory increases in respect of 1966/
67)« The Commission compared this amount with the income available to the
Program in the years 1966 and 1967 and concluded that, in spite of an overall
increase of § 55,000, there was likely to be some difficulty regarding the ser-
vicing of the Program's activities in respect of meeting facilities, interpreta-
tion, translation and printing of documents if the present rate of progress and
growth of the work of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies was maintained.
The Commission further noted that similar views had been expressed by the
Program Committee of FAO and that the Forty-Seventh Session of the FAO Council
had requested the Director-General to make adequate translation and printing
facilities available to the Food Standards Program. The Commission decided
that, in the light of the final decisions of the governing bodies of FA0 and
WHO concerning the Budgets for 1968 and 1969, it would carry out a review of
the program of work of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in order to
ensure that the work load could be phased in a manner consistent with the in-
come available to the Program. The Commission further recommended that the
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Director-General of FAO should consult with the Director-General of WHO
to secure a better apportionment of the joint costs of the Program between
the two Organizations by proposing a higher contribution from WHO in 1969
than that proposed for 1968.

PART XII

RECOMMENDED TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS FOR 1967

26, The Commission had before it Appendix A to the Report of the Ninth

_ Session of the Executive Committee, containing the recommendations of the
Executive Committee as to a provisional timetable for meetings up to and
including the Fifth Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Having
regard to the workload and the probable budgetary problems in 1967 and 1968
concerning the servicing of meetings and governments with documents, the
relative urgency of the work of the various Codex Committees, the fact that
for some Codex Committees the preparation of the necessary documentation
would require more time than had been allowed for by the Committee concerned,
the Executive Committee had proposed the establishment of no new Committees,
the grouping of meetings according to location and similarity of subject
matter, the delaying of the holding of some meetings until later in the -
year and the postponement of the next meeting of certain Committees until
1968, The Commission after a full discussion of the program of work of
each Committee and the probable availability of working documents decided
that as far as possible the revised timetable which follows paragraph 26

of this Report should be adhered to by its subsidiary bodies. (Sl1ght re-
ad justment has had to be made to this timetable upon information supplied
by host governments.) The Commission requested that the Directors-General
before agreeing to the convening of meetings of the Commission's subsidiary
bodies should pay special regard to the state of preparedness of documents
for the proposed sessions. As regards the next session of the Committee-

of Government Experts on the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk
Products, the Directprs-General were requested to advise governments of

- the proposed place and date of the tenth session in January 1968. As regards
the next session of the Joint DCD/Codex Alimentarius Group of Experts on the
Standardization of Quick Frozen Foods, the Commission considered the proposed
dates in April 1967 would be too soon to hold the next meeting and that it
would be desirable to arrange the next meeting later in the year. The
Secretariat was requested to examine this, in conjunction with the Iconomic
Commission for Burope and to make appropriate arrangements.




TIMETABLE FOR SESSIONS UP TO AND INCLUDING THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE
CODEX AI:BIEN‘I‘ARIUS COMMISSION

Committees and Sessions B : ' ‘ Date Place
| ~ . Zprii 1961
ECE/Codex Group of Experts on Fruit Juices (4th) . ' 10-14 Geneva
Codex Committee on Sugars (4th) S _ 17=-21 London
Codex Committee on Fats and Oils (4th) : : ,  24-28 London
: ' ' - Hay
Codex Committee on Cocoa Produots and Chocolate (Sth) Q=12 Lugano
Executive Committee (10th) 15=19 Rome
‘ o June a
Codex Committee on.Food Hygiene (4th) ' ‘ 12-16 Washington
Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables (4th) . 19-23 Washington
Codex Committee on Food Labelling ' 26-30 Ottawa
‘ : ‘ ’ ' . September
ECE/Codex Group of Experts on Frozen Foods (3rd) A o 11-15 . Rome
Codex Committee on Food Additives (4th) , : "11~-16 ' The Hague
Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (2nd) : 18-23 -The Hague
’ C | October o ' '
Sub=Committee IV of Codex Committes on Meat and Meat Products (2nd) e Copenhagen
- Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (2nd) 9=13 Bergen
Codex Committee on General Principles (2nd) , : 16-20 Paris
Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling . 24—27. _ Berlin
" : » ' ‘ : ‘ - Novembexr :
Codex Committee on Dietetic Foods (2nd) ’ ' 6-10 . Freiburg
Codex Committee on leat and Meat Products §Sub-Com° I - Carcasses and Cuts)(2nd)13-14 .- Kulmbach-
Codex Committee on lleat and Meat Products 3rd) : 15=17 Kulmbach

Janu&rx[@ebruary 1968
. Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Prlnozples concerning Milk o
and Milk Products (10th) Rome
Codex Alimentarius Commission (5th) . ' Rome

I
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PART - XITI

PROGRESS REPORTS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

SECTION A

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD ADDITIVES

27. The Comnission received a report from Dr. G.F. Wilmink (Netherlands).

At its Third Session the Committee had requested governments to comment

(at Step 3) on certain definite proposals for the following additives as to
levels of use and foods in which the additives may be used: sulphur dioxide,
sorbic acid and its salts, benzoic acids and its salts, as well as tentative
proposals for the same additives in other foods and also for methylhydroxy-
benzoate, ethylhydroxybenzoate, propylhydroxybenzoate and propionic acid

and its salts., The Committes also made definite proposals of the same nature
for the use of the following antioxidants: propylgallate, dodecylgallate,
butylated hydroxyanisole, butylated hydroxytoluene, natural and synthetic
tocopherols, and citric acid. Comments were also sought on the use of the
following bleaching and maturing agents: ascorbic acid, azodicarbonamide,
benzoylperoxide, chlorine dioxide and potassium bromate. The Committee.also
asked for comments on the recommendation that the use of calcium iodate, .
potassium iodate and oxides of nitrogen should not be continued. Concerning
colouring matters, it was decided that further information was needed before
proceeding with these. Work on emulsifiers, stabilizers, thickeners, enzymes
and non-nutritive sweeteners was reported upon. The Committee considered

the levels of additives proposed by the Codex Commodity Committees for their pro-
ducts acceptable,provided the additive had been evaluated by the Expert Committee
on Food Additives. Thoese decisions on additives were referred to the ap- ’
propriate Codex Commodity Committees for incorporation into their standards,

28, The delezate of the Federal Republic of Germany pointed out that para-
graph 14 of the Report of the Food Additives Committee was drafted in a :
manner which could be misleading in respect of the agreement by the Committee
to a list of tolerances proposed for a number of antioxidants., In fact, as

is stated at the end of paragraph 14, some delegations were of the opinion
that antioxidants should be used only in those fats and oils intended for
further processing. '

29, The attention of the Secretariat and the Commission was drawm to the
fact that in addition to ALINORI 66/12 the Secretariat of the Codex Committee
had circulated a report directly to the participants at the meeting of the
Committee. The Commission noted that there were no differences of substance
between theae reports except that the proposed tolerance of 400 mg/kg sulphur
dioxide in glucose for manufacturing purposes was incorrectly quoted as

300 ¥z in the report of the Committee secretariat. In the case of
ALITORA 66/12, page 11, paragraph 27, calcium should also be included as

one of the cations for sorbate salts. The Commission accepted the following
corrigendum to ALINORI{ 66/12:
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| (i) para 8,line one (Antibiotics as food additives and e..)
(i1) para 14, insert at the end:- .

Tentative Proposal

Food Additives ‘Food  Maximum Level
Ascorbyl Palmitate [Targarine 7 Permitted tolerance to

be established

(iii) ara 27, in the sub~paragraph beginning ... "as regards antimicrobials"
. A1) insert under "Sorbic acid and its Na, X and Ca salts" and
(ii) insert (a) against 1000 mg/kg for both sorbic acid and benzoic

acid and add footnote as followss=-

"(a) some delegates maintained that these additives were not
required" (para. 11 refers). ‘ :

zxiv) in para 2I.the sub-paragraph beginning "A number of delegates drew
the Comnittee's attention to the use of ascorbyl palmitate ..."
does not appear in the report as circulated to participantq£7

Governments are invited to take note of théese matters and to take them into
account in considering their comments on ALINORHM 66/12,

30. The Commission was asked whether it is necessary to have food additive
tolerances go through all the steps of the Procedure in view of their even-—
tual appearance in the individual commodity standards. The Commission was
of the opinion that food additives requirements would appear in the commodity
standards which would usually proceed through all the steps of the Procedure.
These requirements would have to be inserted in the standards in the early
drafting stages and would be subject to endorsement by the Codex Committee
on Food Additives. However, it was agreed that the Codex Committee on Food
Additives could send out food additive tolerances to governments for comment
outside the steps of the Procedure. In certain cases, the Codex Committee
on Food Additives would be the Committee responsible for piloting tolerances
through the steps of the Procedure, for example, for colours to be used in
all foods or for food additives in foods for which there is no Codex stan-—
dard proposed.

3l.. The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX,10, that the Codex Committee
on Food Additives 'should continue to be under the chairmanship of the
Government of the Netherlands,
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CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD HYGIENE

32, The Commission received a report from Mr. J.K. Kirk (United States).

The Commission was informed that the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene had
‘agreed upon General Principles of Food Hygiene which were for consideration
by the Commission at Step 5 (see paragraph 74). Based upon these General
Principles of Food Hygiene, the Committee had developed Codes of Hygienic
Practice for the following groups of products: canned fruits; vegetables

and related products (at Step 5) (see paragraph 74); dehydrated fruits and
vegetables, including edible fungi, (at Step 3). The latter Code of Practice
had been sent to governments for comments and will be reconsidered by the
Committee at its next session. Also to be considered by the Committee at

its next session would be Codes of Hygienic Practice for frozen foods; eggs;
fish processing plants; molluscan shellfish; tree nuts; certain fruit Jjuice
products; desiccated cocnuts; and quick frozen fruits, vegetables and related
products, The Commission considered the Executive Committee's recommendations
concerning revised terms of reference for the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene
" and adopted the following: :

(a) to draft basic provisions on food hygiene applicable to all food;

(v) (1) to consider, amend if necessary, and endorse provisions on hygiene
prepared by Codex Commodity Commlttees and contalned in Codex
commodity standards, or : ,

(ii) to draft provisions on hyglene in respect of a particular food -
coming within the terms of reference of a Codex Commodity Committee
at the request of that Committee;

(¢) to draft, where necessary, provisions on hygiene in respect of any
food not asszgned to any Codex Commodity Commlttee;

(d) to consider specific hygiene problems assigned to it by the Commissions
The Commission confirmed under Rule IX.10 that the Codex Committee on Food

Hygiene -should continue to be under the chairmanship of the Government of the
United States of America.

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD LABELLING

33, The Commission received a report from Mr. W.A. Moynihan (Canada). This
report recorded the discussions of the Committee on General Principles of Food -
Labelling, The Committee had developed a general standard for food labelling
based upon these General Principles. This would be sent out to governments
for comments at Step 3. Definitions of terms and a general standard for the
labelling of all prepacked foods were included in this standard. Also con-
sidered by the Committee were a number of items referred to it by Commodity
Committees., The decisions on these items would be transmitted to the approp~
riate Commodity Committee for inclusion in their standards., The Committee
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had proposed certain changes in its terms of reference. The Commission took
note of the suggected amendment and adopted an amendment to paragraph (b)
The Committee's amended terms of reference are:

(a) to draft provisions on labelling applicable to all foqu;

(b) to consider, amend if necessary, and endorse draft specific provisions on
labelling prepared by the Codex Commodlty Committees, draftlng commodity
standards;

(¢) to study specific labelling problems assigned to it by the Commission.

The Commission confirmed under Rule IX.10 that the Codex Committee on Food
Labelling should continue to be under the chairmanship of the Government of
Canada,

CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES

34, During the session the Commission referred a number of matters to the

next session of the Codex Committee on General Principles. These are contained
in paragraphs 18, 19 and 20 of this Report. In the discussion on the reports

of the Codex Committees on Sugars, Fish and Fishery Products, and Processed
Fruits and Vegetables, the question of the extent to which quality standards
were part of the Codex Alimentarius was raised. It was agreed by the Commission
that the Executive Committee should be asked to indicate in what form this ques-
tion should be put on the agenda of the next.session of the Committee on General
Principles. The Codex Committee on General Principles would discuss this matter,
as well as the problem of products which were sub-standard but fit for human
consumption. The Secretariat was requested to gather information from govern—-
ments as to how they dealt with the latter problem. The Codex Committee was:
.requested to report on these subjects to the Commission at its next session.

35. The Comhission, under Rule IX,10, confirmed that the Codex Committee on
General Principles should continue to be under the chairmanship of the
Government of France,

' CODEX COMMITTEE ON METHODS OF ANALYSIS AND SAMPLING

36. The Commission received a report from Mr. H.P., Mollenhauer (Federal
Republic of Germany) on the second meeting of the Codex Committee on Methods

of Analysis and Sampling. The Commission was informed that a format of the
"Standard Layout for a Standard lMethod of Food Analysis" had besn sent to
governments for comment at Step 3. It was proposed that this format should

be used by all Committees in preparing methods of analysis. Methods of analysis
for honey were considered by the Committee and would be sent to governments

for comments at Step 3. The sampling plan for the numerical selection of sam- -
rles in the quality evaluation of processed fruits and vegetables and frozen
foods would also be sent to governments for comments at Step 3. Consideration
of Proposals for methods of analysis for cocoa products and chocolate and on -
fruit juices would be sent to governments for comments at Step 3 together with
a synopsis to be drafted by the delegates who had prepared the respective
proposals, Consideration of methods of analysis for preservatives, antioxidants
and other subjects has been referred to the next session., Methods of analysis
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: for sugars, colour1ng matters, margarine, olive oil and enzymes had also

-been considered at the Second Session of this Committee. The table of contents
of the general part of the chapter on-lethods of Analysis would also be re~

- considered. A list of organizations working in the field of methods of analy-

sis of food compiled by the secretariat of the Committee on Methods of Analysis
and Sampling was regarded as suitable for issue to governments, The Committee

had also proposed a change in its terms of reference.

37. The question of copyright in connection with the publication of methods
of analysis had been raised by the Committee. The Commission suggested ‘that
the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO should examine thls matter and advise the
Commission at 1ts Fifth Session.

38. In view of the poss1b111ty of duplication in the work of the Codex Committee
the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products, the Commission recom-
mended that the Codex Committee should not consider methods of analysis for

milk and milk products but that, upon publication of these methods of analysis,
the methods of analy31s for milk and mllk products would be included in one
publ:cation.

'39. The Commission examined the proposed revised terms of reference and adopted
' the following: A . A

Terms of reference. In respect of sampling and ana1y81s for the purpose of -
determining the composition of fOOd.

(a) to specify standard methods which are generally applicable to a number
-of foods-

(1) (i) to consider, amend if necessary, and endorse draft methods proposed
by Codex Commlttees in the drafting of Codex standards;
’ © or
(ii) to develop at the request of and in collaboration with such
Committees such methods for subsequent endorsement by it;

(¢) to revise as mecessary such methods; and,

() to consider specific sampling and analysis problems assigned to it by -
the Commission.

The Commission agreed that, in interpreting these terms of reference; the
widest meaning should be given to the words "composition of food".

40, The Commission agreed that the list of organizations working in the field .
of methods of analysis of food compiled by the sacretariat of this Codex
Committee should be issued to governments for 1nfarmat1on.

41, The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX. 10, that the Codex Commlttee‘on
Methods of Analysis and Sampling should continue to be under the chairmanshlp
of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.
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- CODEX COMMITTEE ON PESTICIDE RESIDUES

42. The Commission received a report from Dr. G.F. Wilmink (Netherlands) on
the progress made at the First Session of the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues., The Committee had sent tolerances for malathion, hydrogen cyanide
and inorganic bromide to governments for comment at Step 3. A list of priori-
ties divided into two parts according to urgency was established for the gui-
dance of the FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on Pesticide Residues., The Codex Committee
"~ had made further recommendations to the Commission concerning modification

of its terms of reference.  The Commission also considered a proposal by the
Government of the Netherlands recommending that the Codex Committee should be
able to recommend, provided a need existed, provisional tolerances based on
good agriculture practice, provided that either the FAO/WHO Joint Meeting or
the Codex Committee’ had been 'able to make a toxicological evaluation of the
pesticide concerned. After a discussion of these proposals the Commission

set up an ad hoc Working Party to examine the relationship of the FAO/WHO
Joint Meeting and the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues. The report of
the Working Party as amended by the Commission is given below after paragraph
45.

43. The Commission adopted the unanimous recommendation of the ad hoc Working
Party and decided that it would not at this time make changes in the terms of
reference or working procedures of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues
‘but that the new approaches proposed by FAO and  WHO should be tried to see
how they would speed up the consideration of pesticides. '

44, The Commission received the report of the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues but noted that Appendix V had not been adopted or fully accepted by
the Codex Committee;. ‘ : : : ' :

- 45. The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX.10, that the Codex Committece
on Pesticide Residues should continue to be under the chairmanship of the
Government of the Netherlands,

REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY TO CONSIDER THE PROCEDURES
- APPLYING TO THE CODEX COMMITTEE OH PESTICIDE RESIDUES

The Working Party on Pesticide Residues appointed by the'Commission net
in the Canada Room at 15.30 on 10 November 1966. The following werse present:

Australia, Dre J.B. Mathieson; The Netherlands, Dr. G.F. Wilmink; France,
Mr. R. Souverain; U,S.A., Mr. J.K, Kirk and Dr. Howard Spencer; Canada,
Dr. D.G. Chapman (Chairman); WHO, Dr. F. Luj FAO, Dr. F.W. Whittemore.

The delegate of the Netherlands indicated that the concern of the Codex
Committee on Pesticide Residues was due to the fact that the present arrange-
ments for the recommendation of tolerances by the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues were unsatisfactory because they were entirely dependent -on the prior
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establishment of an agreed acceptable daily intake, tolerance and method
of analysis of a pesticide by the WHO Ixpert Committee on Pesticide Residues
and the FAO Working Party.on Pesticide Residues meeting separately. This
led to undue delay in the recommendations of proposed draft tolerances by the

. Codex Committeec.

The representatives of FAO and WHO then advised the Working Party on the
new approaches which are being taken in an attempt to speed up the considera-
tion of pesticides. These new approaches are:

1. In the future the FAO Vorking Party on Pesticide Residues and the
WHO Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues will meet jointly under the
name of the FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on Pesticide Residues.

2, In addition to the recommendation of acceptable daily intakes, tolerances
and agreed methods of analysis, consideration will be given to the recom-
mendation of temporary acceptable daily intakes and temporary tolerances.

The Working Party was further advised that the FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on
Pesticide Residues will meet in Geneva from 14-24 November 1966,

At the request of the Working Party, the representatives of FAO and WHO
agreed to bring to the attention of the Joint MNeeting the content of the dis-
cussion which took place in the Working Party and at the Commission Meeting.

The representatives of FAO and WHO pointed out that at the Joint Meeting
next week the Priority I list of pesticides, as prepared by the Codex Committee
on Pesticide Residues will be considered first. They also indicated that the
Report of the Joint Meeting (even if only in draft form) will be made available
to the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues before the end of February 1967.

In view of the fact that these new approaches to the establishment of.
acceptable daily intakes and tolerances are now being implemented, the Working
Party felt that time should be given to determine the success of the new
program,

In the light of tHe foregoing, the Working Party recommends that, for
the time being, no change be made in the present procedures and terms of
reference specified for the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues.

The Vorking Party further suggests that this matter be considered at the
next meeting of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues and that if, in its
opinion at that time the procedures are still regarded as unsatisfactory, a
new recommendation from that Committee be placed before the Commission.

The above report met with the unanimous approval of the members of the
Working Party.
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SECTION B

CODEX COMMITTEE ON COCOA PRODUCTS AND CHOCOLATE

46. The Commission received a report from Professor O. H8gl (Switzerland),
Chairman of the Codex Committee on Cocoa Products and Chocolate. The
following standards had been sent out to governments for comment at Step 3
of the Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards, but comments
bhad not been received in time for the meeting in February 1966: cocoa beans,
cocoa nibs, cocoa mass (cocoa liquor), cocoa press cake, cocoa powder or
cocoa, low=fat cocoa powder or low-fat cocoa, sweetened cocoa powder or
sweetened cocoa, sweetened low-fat cocoa powder or sweetened low-fat cocoa,
cocoa powder mixtures., Thése standards with the comments would be consi-
dered again at the 1967 meeting of this Committee. The standard for cocoa
butter was reconsidered at the 1966 meeting and a new text which includes
three subsidiary standards is being sent out to governments for comments,
particularly with reference to the differences between the three subsidiary
standards for this product. An explanatory note had accompanied the standard.
The Commission noted a statement of the delegate of the Federal Republic of
Germany that in the explanatory note on cocoa butter the difference between

‘ the first product and the second product was incorrectly stated as being due

| . to the fact that "additional raw materials are permitted", namely cocoa
press cake and cocoa powder This would read: "additional starting materials
are permitted", S

47. The standards for cocoa powder mixture, chocolate, milk chocolate,
-cream chocolate, couverture and dark chocolate, milk couverture chocolate,
chocolate vermicelli and chocolate flakes and milk chocolate vermicelli and
milk chocolate flakes had been sent to governments for comments at Step 3
and would be reconsidered at the next session. The question of fat-free
cocoa solids in the standards for the various chocolates was also sent to
governments for comments. The standards for composite and blended products,
flavoured chocolate products and filled blocks, were deferred for considera-
tion until the next meeting, when redrafts would be considered.

48, The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX.10, that the Codex Committee

on Cocoa Products and Chocolate should continue to be under the chairmanship
of the Government of Switzerland.

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FATS AND OILS

49. The Commission received a report from Mr. J.H.V. Davies (United Xingdom),
Chairman of the Codex Committee on Fats and Oils. The following draft pro-
visional standards had been sent to governments for comments at Step 3 and
would be considered at the next session: Part I -~ General Requirements;

Part II - Specific Requirements for the Individual 0Oils, namely; soya bean
0il; Arachis oil (syn. groundnut, peanut); cottonseed oil; sunflower seed
0il; rape seed oil; maize oilj; sesame seed oilj; safflower seed o0ilj also
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lard, rendered pork fat; premier jus; edible tallow. A general standard for
fats had been developed and circulated for comments so that it might be con-
sidered at the next meeting of the Committee. Work on olive o0il was proceed-
ing in collaboration with the International Olive Oil Council, and it was
expected that a draft would be available for the nsxt meéting. The draft
provisional standard for margarine was submitted to the Commission at Step

5 of the Procedure. '

50. The Chairman reported that all commercially important fats and oils had
been dealt with by this Committee with the exception of marine oils where
the values of criteria which would have to appear in the standards would
have such wide limits that the standards would be impossible to apply. It
had been decided not to prepare drafts for these oils at this time.

51, At the next meeting of the Comnittee it was expected that it would

have before it for reconsideration the standards already distributed for
comments at Step 3, methods of analysis for the various criteria appearing
in the standards and possibly a paper on hygienic aspects of these products.

52, The Comnmission confirmed, under Rule IX.10, that the Codex Committee

on Fats and 0Oils should continue to be under the chairmanship of the
Government of the United Kingdom. - ; '

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS

53, The Commission received a report from Dr. O.R. Braekkan (Nbrway);
Chairman of the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products, on the first
session of the Comnittee. The Commission noted that the following draft
provisional standards had been sent out to governments for comments at

3tep 3: frozen fillets of cod and haddock, frozen gutted Pacific salmon,
canned Pacific salmon. These standards would be reconsidered by the
Committee at its next session in the light of these comments. Also under
consideration were standards for salted herring, salted cod, canned sardines,
£ild, brisling and herring; canned tuna, albacore and tonito in brine or oil,
canned shrimp and prawns, frozen shrimps and frozen lobsters. The delegation
of France drew the Commission's attention to certain legislative requirements
in countries restricting the use of the designation *'sardines' to the species
Clupea sardina pilchardus (Walbaum). The delegation of France suggested

that under Rule VI.3 of the Rules of Procedure a standard could be elaborated .
for canned Clupea sardina pilchardus (Walbaum), for a group of countries.

The delegations of the Federal Republic of Cermany and Portugal expressed
their support of the suggestion of the delegate of France. The delegations
of Canada, Denmark, Norway, the United States and the United Kingdom ex-
pressed the view that it would be better for the Commission to awvait develop-
ments at the next session of the Codex Committee before contemplating any
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decision on the French proposal. In addition, the delegations of Norway

and the United Kingdom suggestsd that the procedure proposed by the delega-
tion of France was not possible under the Rules of Procedure, The Commission
confirmed under Rule IX,10 that the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery
Products should continue to be under the chalrmanshlp of the Government of
Norway.

CODEX COMMITTEE ON MEAT AND KEAT PRODUCTS

54. The Commission received a report from Dr. J. von Riilmker (deeral
Republic of Germany), Chairman of the Codex Committee on Meat and Meat
Products. The Commlttee, in the light of certain suggestions of the
Executive Committee at its Eighth Session, combined and re-arranged the

work of the following Sub~Committees: II on Transportation and Storage of
Carcasses and Cuts; III on Classification and Evaluation of Carcasses and

. Cuts of Lamb and Sheep; V on Meat Hygiene; and VI on Additives used in the
Manufacture of lMeat and Meat Products. The "Proposals for the Preparation

of International Standards for Commercial Units of Carcasses" containing
descriptions of the cutting methods for certain commercial units of beef,
veal, sheep and mutton were to be sent to governments for comments at Step

* 3. .This work was to be extended to include the porcine species. The ans-
wers to the questionnaire on the description of cuts moving in international
trade were to form the basis for a catalogue of such cuts., At its next
meeting, the Sub-Committee I would consider a paper prepared on the classifi-
cation and evaluation of carcasses and cuts of lamb and sheep, which had

been the subject matter of Sub-Committee III, now dissolved. Sub-Committee
V on Meat Hygiene was not being activated. at this time since the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) was continuing its work in
this field. Close liaison would be maintained with OECD on this topic.

The work of Sub-Committee II was likewise combined with that of Sub-Committee
V since this work on transportation and storage of carcasses and cuts was
concerned mainly with the meat hygiene aspects of the subject. A working
paper would be prepared on this subject by the countries experienced in
transportation and storage for the consideration of the main Committee at

its next meeting. A number of important meat producing and exporting coun-~
tries &nd expressed their satisfaction with the report and had agreed to
cooperate in the work of Sub-Committee I in preparing a catalogue of cuts
moving in international trade. %The meat exporting countries which were
lembers of the Codex Alimentarius Commission but were not Iiembers of OECD
expressed interest in taking the opportunity of working with OECD on the sub-
ject of meat hygiene. The Commission agreed that the liaison point established
by the Codex Committee should be expanded to include those countries which
were not lembers of OECD which wished to be included. The representative of
OZCD welcomed the prospective participation of an enlarged liaison group in
this field and the Codex Alimentarius group would be invited to its technical
meeting in February. It was agreed that the Codex Alimentarius Commission
would convey this invitation to the interested parties, namely the liaison
point appointed at the last meeting of the Committee and to the non OECD
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Members of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Concerning the future work
of the Codex Committee, the Commission agreed that it would be worthwhile-
having a meeting of Sub-Committee I and the main Committee late in 1967.
Sub-Committee I would have ready the catalogue of cuts moving in international
trade, the comments at Step 3 on the "Proposals for the Preparation of _
International Standards for Commercial Units of Carcasses" containing des-~
criptions of the cutting methods for certain commercial units of veal, sheep
and mutton and the first drafts of the extension of this work to the porcine
species; as well it would have before it a paper prepared by a Working Party
in New Zealand on the Classification and Evaluation of Carcasses and Cuts

of Lamb and Sheep, which the New Zealand delegation informed the Commission
would be ready early in 1967 and would be sent at that time for the comments
-Tequested by the Committee.

55. The main session of the Commlttee would have before it the reports of
Sub-Committee I and Sub-Committee IV on Meat Products, in addition to the
work on transportation and storage prepared by Australia in collaboration
with the Netherlands. It was also possible that there would be a report on -
the OECD work on the harmonization of sanltary regulatlons among OECD
countries. ,

56, In view of the above the Commission concluded that the nexi‘meeting of
the main Committee should be held in the second full week of November pre-
ceded by a meeting of Sub-Committee I. These meetings would be preceded in
October by the meeting of Sub~Committee IV under the chairmanship of the
Government :6f Denmark. The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX.10, that the
Codex Committee on Meat and Meat Products should continue to be under the
chairmanship of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and that
the Sub-Comnittee on Meat and Meat Products should continue to be under the
chairmanship of the Government of Denmark. :

CODEX COMMITTES ON POULTRY MEAT

57T. The Commission was informed by the delegate of the United States, in

the light of the Commission's discussion on the program of work and number

of meetings of Codex Committees in 1967, that the United States would have

no objection to postponing the first meeting of the Codex Committee on Poultry
Meat, if this was the wish of the Commission. It was noted that most of the
requirements for the products were either matters of food hygiene or food
additives. The Codex Committees on Food Hygiene and Food Additives were .
requested to take up these aspects of the work. Although.the first meeting
was postponed, the Commission considered that the Committee should not be
dissolved at this tlme.

58. The Commission therefore conflrmed, under Rule IX. 10, that the Codex
Committee on Poultry Meat would continue to be under the chalrmanshlp ‘of .-
the Government of the United States of Amerlca._ ' :
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CODEX COMMITTEE ON PROCESSED FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

59, The Commission received a report from Mr. G.R. Grange, (United States
of America). The following draft provisional standards had been sent to
.governments for comments at Step 3 and would be reconsidered by the Committee
at its next Session: canned asparagus, processed raisins and cammed pine-
apple. The following draft provisional standards need some additions and
revisions and will be reconsidered by the Committee at Step 4: canned
strawberries, canned plums, and canned red raspberries and canned fruit
cocktail. OFf the standards which had already been drafted, priority had
been given to those for jams, jellies and marmalades, canned mushrooms and.
canned pears. The sampling plan proposed for fruits and vegetables would

be sent to governments for comments at Step 3, as well as be considered by
the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling and in the light
of these comments it would be reconsidered at the next meeting. The draft
provisional standards for the following products were submitted to the
Commission at Step 5 of the Procedure: canned sweet corn, canned apple sauce,
canned tomatoes, canned green beans and wax beans, camned peaches and

canned grapefruit (see paragraph 75)

60. It was reported by the Secretariat that at a recent meeting of a group
of governmental experts on the standardization of table olives, convened by
“the International Olive 0il Council (IO0OC) a preliminary draft Codex standard
for table olives, prepared by the United States, was taken note of and the
group expressed its wish to collaborate in the work of standardizing the
commodity with the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables.

6l. The Commission, after discussing the work of the Committee requested

it to draw up a draft general standard containing common provisions for re-
lated products to be used as a basis for determining whether such a standard
would be more practical than separate and complete standards for each product.

62.. The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX,10, that the Codex Committee on

Processed Fruit and Vegetables should continue to be under the chairmanship
of the Government of the United States of America.

CODEX COMMITTEE ON SUGARS

63. The Commission received a report from Mr. J.H.V. Davies (United Kingdom),
Chairman of. the Codex Committee on Sugars. The drafts of standards for the
three types of white sugar had been sent to governments for comments at Step

3 and would be considered by the next meeting of the Committee. The draft
provisional standard for lactose was submitted to the Commission at Step 5

of the Procedure (see paragraph 76). The draft standards for soft and

brown sugar, glucose syrup, dry glucose syrup, dexirose monohydrate and dex-
trose anhydrous would be considered by the Cormittee next year at Step T.
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Comments on these standards at Step 6 were being received from governments
and these could be used to prepare the standards for presentation at Step
T to the Committee at its next meeting. If the standard for lactose were
accepted by the Commission, it likewise could probably proceed to Step T,
provided it was sent immediately for formal comments by governments at
Step 6. The attention of the delegates was drawm to the fact than an
advance copy of this lactose standard has been sent to governments for
preliminary information in order that the comments asked for at Step 6 may
be produced promptly. '

64. The question of whether there should be one or three standards for
white sugar was raised in the Commission., It was pointed out however that
this was one of the questions asked of governments for comment on the
standard. The Committee would, in accordance with the decision of the
Commission last year, decide upon this matter in the light of government
comments,

65. The Commission confirmed, under Rule IX.10, that the Codex Committee
on Sugars should continue to be under the chairmanship of the Government
of the United Kingdom. .

SECTION C

COMMITTEE OF GOVERNMENT EXPERTS ON THE
CODE OF PRINCIPLES CONCERNING MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS

66. The Commission received a progress report concerning the Ninth Session
of the Joint FAO/WHO Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Principles
concerning llilk and Milk Products. At that time, some 71 countries had ac-
cepted the Code of Principles, 65 countries had accepted the standard for
mnilk powder, 45 countries had accepted the standards for butter, butter-fat
and evaporated milk, 46 countries had accepted the standard for condensed
milk as well as standards for sampling and analysis, and 31 countries had
accepted the general standard for cheese. The Commission noted that govern—
ments had been asked to confirm acceptances of the following standards:

whey cheeses; evaporated milk (as to butter—fat content). Governments had
also been asked to accept international individual cheese standards for:
Danbo; Havarti; Samsoe; Danabluj Cheddar; Gouda; and Edam. The delegation

of the United States questioned the use of the word "variety" in connection
with some of these cheeses., The United States delegation, upon request
-durinz the discussion, indicated that it would propose to the next session
of the Commnittee of Government Experts a definition of cheese "variety" which
it was hoped would enable the inclusion of similar cheeses under the same
standard. ‘ '
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67. The Committee had requested governments to comment on a number of
other questions concerning milk and milk products, including comments on
draft standards for Blue Stilton, Cheshire, Emmantaler and Gruy3re cheeses.
Governments had also been asked to supply certain information about Cottage
Cheese, the term "butteroil", the use of food additives in cheese, and cer-
tain statistics regarding intake figures for milk and milk products.

68. The delegate of France questioned whether the obligations of governments
on accepting the standards under the Code of Principles on Milk and Milk
Products were the same as for the acceptance of standards under the General
Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. This was a matter on which should be
sought the views of governments accepting standards under the Code of
Principles and the views of the Codex Committee on General Principles at its
next session.

SECTION D

QUALITY STANDARDS AND SUB-STANDARD PRODUCTS

69. In the discussion of the reports of Codex Committees the question of the
‘extent to which quality standards were part of the Codex Alimentarius was
raised. It was decided by the Commission that the Executive Committee should
be asked to indicate in what form this question should be put on the agenda
of the next session of the Codex Committee on General Principles. The Codex
Committee on General Principles would discuss this matter as well as the pro-
blem of such sub-standard products which were fit for human consumption. The
Secretariat was requested to gather information from governments as to how
they dealt with this problem. The Codex Committee on General Principles was
requested to report on these subjects to the Commission at its next session.

SECTION E

JOINT ECE/CODEX ALIMENTARIUS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE
STANDARDIZATION OF FRUIT JUICES

70, The Commission received a report from the Secretariat on the Third
Session of the Joint Group. Draft minimum requirements for apple juice,
orange juice, grape juice and tomato juice, ready for consumption and pre-
served exclusively by physical means had been sent out to governments for
comment. . Conments had also been requested on draft minimum requirements for
apple juice, orange juice and grape juice ready for consumption and preser-
ved by chemical means. These comments were to be sent to the rapporteur
(delegation of the United Kingdom), in the light of which revised proposals
if necessary would be put before the next session of the Joint Group. The
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draft minimum requirements for chemically preserved apple juice, orange
juice and grape juice, which had not been examined by the Joint Group at
its last session were substantially the same as those for juices preserved
by physical means except for the addition of preservatives. Draft minimum
requirements for concentrated apple juice, orange Jjuice, grape juice and
tomato juice, preserved by physical means, submitted by the delegation of
the United States, were also to be examined by the Joint Group at its next
session., Draft minimum requirements for apricot, peach and pear pulpy~
type nectars, ready for consumption and preserved exclusively by physical
means were also to be the subject of further examination by the Joint

Group at its next session. In addition, preliminary draft minimum require~-
ments for lemon juice, pineapple juice, grapefruit juice and blackcurrant
juice would be placed before the next session of the Joint Groupe The
representative of the International Federation of Fruit Juice Producers
reported that his Federation considered that fruit juices preserved by phy-
sical means and fruit juices preserved by chemical means should be the sub-
ject of separate standards. Some lMembers of the Commission considered that
there should be separate standards for chemically as distinct from physically
preserved fruit juices. Other Members considered that fruit juices could be
covered by one set of standards for all fruit juices, containing a section
on chemical preservatives (including labelling requirements) which could
separately be accepted or rejected by governments. The Commission noted
that as draft minimum requirements for certain fruit juices preserved by
chemical means had been circulated for comment, governments would therefore
have an opportunity to furnish their views on this matter for the next
session of the Joint Group. : :

JOINT ECE/CODEX ALIMENTARIUS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE
STANDARDIZATION OF QUICK (DEEP) FROZEN FOODS

71. The Commission received a report from the Secretariat on the Second
Session of the Joint Group. The Commission noted that a draft provisional
general standard applicable to all quick (deep) frozen foods, a draft -pro-
visional standard for guick deepg frozen stravberries and a draft pro-
visional standard for quick (deep) frozen peas had been elaborated by the
Joint Group, and that these draft standards had been sent out to governments
for comment at Step 3. Preliminary draft standards for various quick (deep)
frozen fruits and vegetables, which had been before the Joint Group, would
be harmonised by the Secretariat as far as their format is concerned, on

the basis of the draft provisional standards for quick (deep) frozen straw-
berries and peas. A preliminary draft general standard for quick (deep)
frozen fruits and vegetables would be elaborated by the Secretariat, on

the baszis of (a) a draft general standard for quick (deep) frozen fruits

and vezetables which had been drawn up by the delegation of the Netherlands
and (bs Peatures which the preliminary draft standards for individual quick’
(deep) frozen fruits and vegetables had in common with each other. Require-
ments regarding packaging would be developed on the basis of proposals
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which had been put forward by the Italian -experts in the Joint Group and
comments received thereon. A preliminary draft general standard for the
labelling of quick (deep) frozen focds would be elaborated in detail by

the Secretariat for consideration by the Joint Group. Proposals regarding
quality control, sampling, test procedures, methodology, etc. would be put
forward by the delegation of the United States. Preliminary draft provisional
standards would be submitted for quick (deep) frozen sour cherries in sugar
éItaly in collaboration with Romania) and for quick (deep) frozen broccoli
United States of America). The Commission was informed of the important

- contribution which the International Institute for Refrigeration was making

to the developmentuquthe work of the Joint Groups.

T2« The Commission examined the ferms of reference which had been agreed
upon by the Joint Group and amendqd them slightly to read as follows:

"The Joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius Group of Ixperts on the Standardiza-—-
tion of Quick (Deep) Frozen Foods will be responsible for the develop—
ment of standards for quick (deep) frozen foods in accordance with the
General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. The Joint Group will be
responsible for general considerations, definitions, a framework of
individual standards for quick (deep) frozen food products and for the
actual elaboration of standards for quick (deep) frozen food products
not specifically allotted by the Commission to another Codex Committee,
such as Fish and Fishery Products, Meat and Heat Products,.’and Poultry
and Poultry Meat Products. Standards drawn up by Codex Commodity

. Committees for quick (deep) frozen foods should be in accordarice with
the general standard laid down by the Joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius
Group of Experts on the Standardizatidﬁyof‘Quick (Deep) Frozen Foods
and should, at an appropriate stage, be referred to it for coordination
purposes." , : : : : :

350
L2 x

WORKING PARTY ON STANbARDIZATION OF PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS OF THE
' ’ ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

g e

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

73. The Commission received a progress report on the activities of the
Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Foodstuffs of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe. The progress report, which was pre—

. pared by the Joint'FAQ/ECEngriculture Division of the UNECE was presented

by the Secretariat. The Commission was informed that the Working Party on
Standardization of Perishable Foodstuffs had developed Ewropean standards

. for a very wide range of fresh fruits and vegetables and that most of these

standards had been accepted by the majority of countries participating in
the work of the Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Foodstuffs.

The Commission was also informed.that close liaison was maintained ‘by the

Working Party with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development,
the European Economic Community, the Council for lMutual Economic Assistance
and the International Organization for Standardization. The Commission

was informed that the OECD had published illustrated interpretative brochures
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relating to many of the Buropean Standards and that this work, which com-
plements the work of the Working Party, was continuing. The Commission was
informed that the Working Party, at its last session held in June 1966, had
examined the Commission's request that consideration be given to the possi=
bility of drawing up world-wide standards for the limited number of fresh

‘fruits and vegetables moving in inter-regional trade, such as apples, pears,

citrus fruits, table grapes, peaches, plums, new potatoes and onions. The
Working Party was of the opinion that priority should be given to apples
and pears and agreed that, as a first step, a meeting should be arranged to
take place in Geneva in 1967 between ECE countries and overseas countries

- which export apples and pears to Europe. It was expected that this meeting

will take place in mid-June 1967. It was felt that an agreement between
these countries would facilitate the development of a world-wide standard.
The delegations of Australia and New Zealand, which had previously expressed
particular interest in the question of world-wide standards for certain
fresh fruits and vegetables, expressed themselves as being in agreement .
with the manner in which the Working Party had decided to approach the pro-
blem. The delegation of the United States expressed doubts upon the practic-
ability of attempting to develop world-wide grade standards for fresh fruits
and vegetables. The working documents for the Geneva meeting would' be the
existing European standard for apples and pears (AGRI/HP.I/EUR STAN.l),
together with comments thereon from the overseas countries which export
apples and pears to BEurope. Such comments should be sent to the Director,
FAg/ECE Agriculture Division, Palais des Nations, Geneva, by 28 February
1967,

SECTION F

DRAFT PROVISIONAL STANDARDS AT STEP 6

FOOD HYG IENE

74. The following standards were submitted at Step 5 of tpe Procedurg:
the General Principles of Food Hygiene and the Code of Hyglenic.Practlce_.
for Canned Fruits, Vegetables and Related Products. After considerable dis-
cussion, the Commission agreed %o send these standards forward to Step 6A.

of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards, but r?quested the Committee
to indicate clearly which were the advisory parts aad wylgh were t?e.manda?ory
parts of these standards. The Commission was of the op;nlon.that in practice
most of the provisions in these standards were advisorye. A number of d?lega-
tions objected to the phrasing -in the Introduction to the General Pr1nc1ples
of Food Hygiene, in particular the notion expressed in paragraph 5 of.that
document, and it was decided that the Introduction should not be con§1dered
as part of the standard and that this decision should be made clear in a
covering letter when the document is sent out to governments for conment.
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PROCESSED FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

75+ The following standards were submitted at Step 5 of the Procedure:

canned sweet corn

canned apple sauce

canned tomatoes K

canned green beans and canned wax beans
canned peaches

canned grapefruit

HO RO oP .

In presenting these standards, the delegation of the United States of
America proposed that they be advanced under Step 6 for comments. by govern-—
ments, but noted that there should be a specific request to the Committee
that, at Step 7, these standards should be considered by the Committee in

the light of the discussion of the meaning of acceptance of standards (see
paragraph 19) in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. In

this connection the delegation of the United States stated that there were
requirements in these standards which would have to be carefully re-examined
in the 1light of the proposed definition of full acceptance which was being
sent to governments for comment. The delegate of the Federal Republic of
Germany thought that a distinction should be made between basic and composit
'ready to eat' products; this would facilitate the acceptance of standards

by countries with various types of regulations in this field. The Commission
recommended that these standards should be carefully examined by the Committee
and governments were requested to'comment fully paragraph by paragraph on

the standards.

" LACTOSE

76+ The Commission agreed to send the lactose standard forward to Step 6

of the Comnission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards and drew the
attention of governments to the fact that a document on this topic had al-
ready been sent to them in advance of the current session in anticipation

of the decision of the Commission, in order that their comments on this
standard might be sent to the Chairman of the Committee as soon as possible.
Comments were requested by 31 January 1967. The Secretariat was requested
to point out in a covering note that previously there had been two standards,
one for pharmaceutical lactose and another for commercial lactose. Lactose
used exclusively for pharmaceutical purposes does not come within the scope
of the Codex Alimentarius, There was also.the problem whether both mono-
hydrate and anhydrous forms were covered satisfactorily by this standard.

The attention of governments would also be drawn to the change in the addi-
tional note on heavy metals from which the words "as technologically suitable"
had been deleted. The limits put forward were those which, the Committee had
been informed, did occur in the product as manufactured.,




- 70 - -

T77. The representative-of WHO drew the attention of the Commission to the
fact that lactose was almost exclusively consumed by very young children.
The Commission noted.that the:levels of impurities  in’ this product, such

as arsenic and lead, WGregbeipgfSpecially.eXaminédiby the Codex Committee . . . -

) on Food Additives.
'MARGARINE

78. The Commission agreed to . advance this standard in the Conmission's
Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards to Step 6. There was considerable
‘discussion on the representation by the International Federation of Ilargarine
Associations that paragraph 6.3 of the standard was discriminatory and it

was eventually agreed to amend that paragraph to read as follows:

"[3.3 largarine shall not be described or designated on any label or
any labelling by words or pictorial device or be presented in such a
manner as to refer to or be suggestive of milk, butter, other milk
products or .other dairy term, if likely. to lead the purchaser or con-—
sumer to suppose that the product is butter or any other milk product,
or any other product of which milk or any milk product forms an
essential part:yn' S :

It was furthér agreed that the draft standard for margarine including the
amended text of paragraph 6.3 in square.brackets should be sent to governments
for comment. A number of delegations suggested that paragraph 6.3 could be
omitted from the standard for margarine 2s a similar provision of a general
nature could be included in the general standard for food labelling to be
developed by the Codex Committee on Food Labelling. The Commission requested
that the attention of governments be drawn to.the need to comment on this
general issue both in connection with the standard for margarine and the
general standard for food labelling. Governments were requested to comment
specifically on paragraph 6.3. The delegation of Denmark drew the attention
of the Commission to the risk inherent in this procedure that some countries
might adopt the standard for margarine without paragraph 6.3 and if these
countries did not adopt the general standard for food labelling then there
would be no provision such as paragraph 6.3 applicable to margarine.

T9. . Questions were also raised by a number of delegations on various aspects
of the draft standard and in particular the number of food additives proposed.
There was also considerable discussion on the limitation proposed in the
standard for the addition of milk fat. A number of delegations were opposed
t6 any addition of milk fat to margarine; a number of other delegations con-
sidered that there shculd be no limitation placed on the addition of milk

fat to margarine, while a number of other delegations thought that ‘it should
be permitted to add milk fat to margarine provided that there was a limita-
tion on the amount. The delegations of New Zealand and Denmark registered
their objection to advancing this standard to Step 6 on the grounds that the
standard should be given further consideration by the Codex Committee on Fats
and 0ils before being sent to governments for comment. \
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 SECTION G
BANANAS

80. The Commission received from the Secretariat a report on the position
with regard to the standardization of bananas and noted the relevant parts
of the Report of the First Session of the FAO Study Group on Bananas which
was held in Harch/April 1966 in Rome. :

81. The Study Group had been informed that the Codex Alimentarius Commission-
of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program had already considered the problem
of the elaboration of standards for bananas but had decided to defer any
action until the views of the Study Group had become known. The Commission
had, however, stressed that if such work were undertaken, it should be done
on a world-wide basis taking into account the substantial 1nterests of both’
producing and importing countrles.

82, The Study Group was informed that standards for fresh fruit generally
dealt with such requirements as colour,. size (circumference), weight, degree
of maturity, freedom from bruises and diseases, packaging, labelling, marking,
etc., which vould identify the product in such a way that reference to a stan-
dard would help sellers and buyers to reach a common understanding.

83. The questlon had been raised at the session of the Study Group whether
the new marketing techniques were sufficiently advanced to enable a meaningful
and technically sound standard to be prepared which would be acceptable to

all parties interested in the international trade of bananas. The Study Group
had concluded that it was still too early to reach a decision but that the

FAO Secretariat should prepare a document in cooperation with the Codex
Alimentarius Secretariat on the issues involved in drawing up an international
banana standard and endeavour to assemble available data on the subject. This
material should be presented to the next session of the Study Group, which
would review the future course of action. "The Secretariat indicated that it
would keep the Codex Alimentarius Commission fully informed of any decisions
taken by the FAO Study Group regarding proposals for the elaboration of standards
for bananas. The delegation of Ghana, drawing attention to the economic signi-
ficance of banana exports for certain tropical countries, stressed the need
for elaborating an acceptable international standard for this commodity, as
soon as possible. The Commission agreed that the Secretariat should cooperate
with the Secretariat of the Banana Study Group in drafting a paper on the
issues involved in drawing up an international standard for bananas and should
keep the Commission informed of the progress made,

e dud
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SECTION H

EDIBLE FUNGI

84. The Commission considered proposals submitted by the delegation of Poland,
containing a general standard for edible fungi and a draft standard for
Chanterelle. (Cantharellus cibarius). The Commission agreed that these draft
proposals should be sent to governments for- comment, Comments on the general
standard and the standard for Chanterelle should be sent to the Polish Codex
Contact ‘Point with a copy to the Secretariat of the Commission, FAO, Rome,
.not later than the end of February 1967. The Commission was also informed
that a provisional draft standard for dried edible fungi had not as yet been
prepared but would be available shortly. It was agreed that at its next
session the Commission would decide whether the draft general standard for
edible fungi should be developed on a regional or world-wide basis. The
standard for Chanterelle would of necessity have to be developed as a regional
‘.standard.

SECTION I

EDIBLE ICES

85. The Commission received a report on the subject of edible ices and, at
the suggestion of the Swedish delegation which had indicated the willingness

. of the Government of Sweden to assume responsibility for a Codex Committee on
these products, agreed to postpone until the next session of the Commission

a decision on whether to establish a committee for these products. In order
to reach this decision the paper on this topic. which had been presented by the
delegation of Sweden to the Third Session of the Coordinating Committee for
Europe would be sent to governments for information along with data on inter-
national trade in these products, to be assembled by the delegation of Sweden.
The delegate of Denmark placed on record his Government's objections to the
suggestions contained in paragraphs 33 and 34 of the Report of the Ninth-
Session of the Joint FAO/WHO Committee of Government Experts on the Code - . .
of Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products as to how standards for edible
ices should be elaborated. In the view of the Danish Government the above—.
mentioned suggestions were incompatible with the special status granted the
FAO/WHO Committee of Government Experts on the Code of Principles concernlng
HMilk and .Milk Products. : A
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SECTION J

METROLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE CODEX STANDARDS

86, The Commission had before it a paper on the metrological aspects of the
Codex standards, presented by the Cuban delegation. The Commission decided
that this paper should be examined by the Executive Committee at its next ses-
sion, which should make recommendations on this matter to the Commission.

WORKING ARRANGEMENTS WITH UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

. 87. The Commission noted that the new working arrangements for the two Joint
ECE/Codex Alimentarius Groups of Experts ( (a) Fruit Juices and (b) Quick
(Deep) Frozen Foods) provided for the sending of draft standards at an approp-
riate stage of development to governments for comments between sessions, in
accordance with the recommendations of the Commission. The Commission
also noted the steps taken by the ECE in regard to the request of the :
Commission that ECE consider how best to approach the problem of establlshlng
world-wide standards for the limited number of fresh fruits and vegetables
moving in world trade. These steps are descrlbed in the paragraph relatzng
"to fresh frults ‘and vegetables.

PACKAGING MATERIALS

=

88, The Commission was informed by the Danish delegation that the Danish
plastic industry had requested that high priority be given by the Codex
Committee on Food Additives to the problem of the migration of chemicals into
food. The Commission asked the Secretariat to look into this subject.

-DATE OF NEXT SESSION

89. The Fifth Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission would be held in

Januvary 1968. The place of meeting was yet to be determined by the Directors-~
-. General but would, subject to the availability of accommodation, probably be
in Geneva, in either the WHO Headquarters or the Palais des Nations.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS *
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AUSTRALIA - . I.H. Smith

AUSTRALIE : - Assistant Secretary
Department of Primary Industry
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- Rome

Rodolfo Turazzini .
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