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SUMMARY AND STATUS OF WORK 

Responsible party Purpose Text/Topic Code Step Para(s) 

Members/ 

CCEXEC88/ 

CAC48 

 

Approval 

 

New work on the development of a regional 
standard for braised or boiled, salted and 
unsalted, dried fish 

- - 
62 (i), 
and 

App IV 

CAC48 

Action Appointment of the Regional Coordinator for Africa 70 

Information 
Amendment to the CCAFRICA meeting agenda to include 
matters of interest to the region arising from regional and other 
international organizations 

23 (vii) 

CCMAS 

 

Action 

 

Inclusion in CXS 350R-2022 of the methods AOAC 935.47 and 
AOAC 939.09b as Type III 

13 (iii) 
and (iv) 

Information 
CCAFRICA will reconsider the matter related to development 
of sampling plans once the work in CCMAS has been 
completed 

FAO/WHO and 
Members/Observer

s 

Action and 
information 

Keynote address – Collaboration between Codex and ARSO 

- Establish national frameworks to ensure harmonization 
and advocacy for food safety standards and strengthening 
the work of Codex. 

- Establish active coordination mechanisms between food 
safety communities and other stakeholders, build capacity 
for multi-sectoral collaboration in food standards 
development work including cross-sectoral data sharing to 
strengthen food control systems in the region. 

- Contribute to standard setting processes, harmonize laws 
and regulations with international standards. 

- Create synergies between the Codex Strategic Plan 
2026-2031 and other continental/regional initiatives. 

- Establish stronger collaboration between Codex and 
ARSO in harmonization of standardization work for priority 
food products in the region to adapt existing standards or 
new work to regional priorities. 

11 

FAO/WHO and 
Members 

Action and 
Information 

Food safety and quality situation in the region 

- Work with FAO, WHO and other relevant organizations to 
support food safety initiatives in the region. 

- Implement the National Food Control System Assessment 
tool and invest resources in the strengthening of the 
National Food Control System for the realization of Food 
Safety Strategic Plan. 

- Address the critical need for data to support risk 
assessment and standard setting in the region. 

- Strengthen engagement in Codex activities with the 
support of the Codex Trust Fund (CTF). 

23 

CAC, CCEXEC 

Members and CTF 
Secretariat 

Information 
Codex work relevant to the region 

CCAFRICA25: 
27 
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SUMMARY AND STATUS OF WORK 

Responsible party Purpose Text/Topic Code Step Para(s) 

- Confirmed the relevance of the standards and the areas 
of ongoing codex work identified in document 
CX/AFRICA 25/25/5. 

- Supported the ongoing work in the different Codex 
Committees. 

- Agreed to advocate for support towards the work of 
Codex and food safety at the national level as well as to 
advocate for more resources for the CTF; and 

- Encouraged Members to co-host and participate in the 
EWGs, as well as to submit new work proposals, as 
appropriate. 

FAO/WHO, 
Coordinator, and 

Members 

Action and 
information 

Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025: Implementation by 
CCAFRICA 

- Continue to implement the activities highlighted in 
document CX/AFRICA 25/25/6 in 2025. 

- The Coordinator to engage the CCPs to contribute to the 
preparation of the final report of the strategic plan and 
submit a report to the Codex Secretariat at the end of 
2025.   

- The Coordinator to engage Members with a view to 
sharing best practices as well as challenges the countries 
were facing and how these were being addressed or 
might be overcome; and 

- Implement the communications workplan 2025-2026.  

81 

Members 
Action and 
information 

Codex Strategic Plan 2026-2031 by CCAFRICA 

- Committed to supporting the implementation of the Codex 
Strategic Plan 2026-2031. 

89 

Zambia, Gambia, 
Kenya, Morocco, 

Senegal and 
Members 

Drafting, 
discussion, 
comments 

and 
finalization  

- Establish an EWG and prepare an implementation 
workplan by reviewing and refining the range of potential 
activities identified in Appendix III. 

42 

FAO, WHO, Codex 
Secretariat and 

Members 

Action and 
information 

Use and impact of Codex standards 

- FAO and WHO to use its tools, to assess the strengths 
and capacity of CCPs in the region, taking into account 
CXG 43R-2003, and prepare a report for consideration by 
CCAFRICA26. 

- Codex Secretariat to include the Regional guidelines for 
the design of control measures for street-vended foods 
(CXG 22R-1997) in the next survey on the use and 
impact of Codex texts. 

50 

Coordinator Action 

Send out a request for members and observers to provide 
comments on the potential gaps between CXG 22R-1997 and 
the corresponding two texts and their interest in contributing to 
further discussions. 

 



REP25/AFRICA v 

SUMMARY AND STATUS OF WORK 

Responsible party Purpose Text/Topic Code Step Para(s) 

Interested 
Members/Observers 
led by Kenya, and 
supported by Cabo 

Verde, Gambia, 
Ghana, Senegal, 

and Uganda  

 

Comments 
and 

drafting 

- Undertake an analysis of CXG 22R-1997 against CXC 1-
1969 and CXG 103-2024; and to consider the responses 
of Members and based on these, prepare a discussion 
paper that would identify: the complementarity of the 
assessed texts; areas for updating and the consistency 
between these texts for consideration by CCAFRICA26. 

13 (v) 

Senegal and 
interested Members 

Drafting 

New work 

Prepare and submit discussion paper and project document for 
new work on the development of a regional standard for pre-
cooked cereals.   

68  
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 
 

AfCFTA African Continental Free Trade Area 

AMR antimicrobial resistance 

ARSO African Organisation for Standardisation 

AU African Union 

CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CAADP Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 

CCAFRICA FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Africa  

CCEXEC Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CCFFP Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products 

CCMAS Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling 

CCP Codex Contact Point 

CL circular letter  

CRD conference room document  

CTF Codex Trust Fund 

CXC1 Codex code of practice 

CXG2 Codex guidelines 

CXS3 Codex standard 

EWG electronic working group 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

INFOSAN International Food Safety Authorities Network 

IWG in-session working group 

MAAIF Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 

MSMEs micro, small and medium sized enterprises 

MTIC Ministry of Trade Industry and Cooperatives 

NCCs national Codex committees 

NFCS national food control systems 

RECs regional economic communities 

SMEs small and medium enterprises 

SoP Statement of Principles 

SPS sanitary and phytosanitary 

UNBS Uganda National Bureau of Standards 

WFSD World Food Safety Day 

WHO World Health Organization 

 
 

                                                      
1 CXC is the designation for Codex code of practice. 
2 CXG is the new designation for Codex guidelines (i.e. CAC/GL). 
3 CXS is the new designation for Codex standards (i.e. CODEXSTAN). 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Twenty-fifth Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for AFRICA (CCAFRICA25) was held in 
Kampala, Uganda, from 27 January to 31 January 2025, at the kind invitation of the Government of Uganda. 
Mr Hakim Baligeya Mufumbiro, Principal Standards Officer, Uganda National Bureau of Standards (UNBS), 
Uganda, chaired the meeting. CCAFRICA25 was attended by 24 Member Countries, eight Observer 
Organizations, and four Member Countries and one Member Organization from outside the region. A list of 
participants is contained in Appendix I. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 

2. Hon. Francis Mwebesa, Minister of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives (MTIC) of Uganda, addressed 
CCAFRICA25, highlighting Uganda's commitment to Codex and its work. He informed the meeting about the 
development of standards infrastructure in the country, which included the construction of food-testing 
laboratories and the enhancement of compliance mechanisms to ensure the accessibility and availability of 
safe and nutritious food. He further emphasized that the agenda of CCAFRICA25 was crucial for improving 
food safety and quality across the continent and for positioning the region to adopt and implement innovative 
approaches like One Health. He concluded his remarks by urging all CCAFRICA Member Countries to prioritize 
the reduction of non-tariff and technical barriers to trade, which disrupted supply chains and eroded trust 
among trading partners. 

3. Hon. Lt. Col. (Rtd.) Bright Rwamirama, Minister of State for Animal Industry, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) welcomed the participants, emphasizing the importance of trade in enabling 
Africa to achieve greater wealth and happiness for all. He further noted the necessity of enhancing partnerships 
and collaboration to bolster food safety and compliance with Codex standards and that this involved 
establishing sustainable mechanisms for the development and harmonization of standards, transforming 
agrifood systems, and promoting a One Health approach in managing emerging food safety hazards. He 
concluded his speech by highlighting that these efforts were crucial for building resilient agrifood systems and 
supporting the realization of the trade potential of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), ultimately 
aiming to protect the health and safety of the 1.4 billion people of Africa. 

4. Mr Antonio Querido, FAO Representative to Uganda, Dr Kasonde Mwinga, WHO Representative to Uganda, 
(represented by Dr Kira Koch, Coordinator of Health Systems Programme, WHO Uganda), Mr Allan Azegele, 
Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC), Mr James N. Kasigwa, Executive Director, UNBS, 
and Ms Sarah Cahill, Codex Secretary, also addressed the Committee. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)4 

5. CCAFRICA25 adopted the agenda with the following additions, under Agenda Item 11 (Other business):  

- proposal for new work on a regional standard for fermented locust beans (Parkia biglobosa); and 

- proposal for establishment of a subsidiary body of the CAC. 

6. CCAFRICA25 also agreed to: 

- consider a report on food safety activities undertaken by the African Union (AU), 2023 to 2024, 
(CRD06) under Agenda Item 4; and  

- establish an in-session working group (IWG), open to all Members and Observers, working in English, 
French and Portuguese, to further discuss Agenda Item 7, Codex Strategic Plan 2026–2031: Status 
and next steps, and to prepare recommendations for consideration by the plenary. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: HARMONIZATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY 
STANDARDS IN AFRICA: OPPORTUNITIES FOR HARNESSING COLLABORATION BETWEEN CODEX AND 

THE AFRICAN ORGANISATION FOR STANDARDISATION (Agenda Item 2)5    

7. The Representative of FAO, speaking on behalf of FAO and WHO, introduced this item, recalling that the main 
objective of this agenda item was to facilitate an open debate on a topic of relevance to the region. The 
Representative noted that the selected topic focused on the harmonization and implementation of food safety 
and quality standards. The Representative highlighted the opportunities and potential for collaboration between 
Codex and the African Organisation for Standardisation (ARSO) to promote regional harmonization of food 
standards, boost intra-African food trade, and achieve the food safety, quality and SPS-related goals of the 
AfCFTA. The Representative emphasized the need to focus on how CCAFRICA Member Countries can take 
advantage of the showcased opportunities to enhance their contribution in standard-setting activities.   

                                                      
4 CX/AFRICA 25/25/1; CRD03 (Nigeria); CRD06 (African Union); CRD12 (Kenya). 
5 CX/AFRICA 25/25/2; CRD5 (Tanzania); CRD07 (Zambia); CRD08 (Burundi); CRD09 (Cape Verde); CRD12 (Kenya). 
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8. The keynote address was delivered by Dr Hermogene Nsengimana, Secretary-General of ARSO, who 
highlighted the importance of harmonization of standards, their adoption and implementation by countries, and 
gave an overview of the topic, emphasizing the following points: 

- the extent and evolution of ARSO’s work including efforts to integrate Codex standards when relevant 
to the region; 

- the need to build a quality culture through capacity-building activities, which would facilitate the 
implementation of standards in African countries; 

- the need to focus on priority value chains, develop relevant standards and undertake value addition 
activities, aimed at making the products made in Africa competitive;  

- the importance of engagement in standard-setting processes both for the purposes of standards 
development and implementation and the need to promote further engagement of Members of the 
region; 

- the challenges that result from a lack of harmonization; 

- the importance of supporting cost-effective conformity assessment with a focus on growth of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) and the private sector in general; and 

- the need to agree on clear responsibilities for regulatory and institutional frameworks for quality 
infrastructure. 

Discussion 

9. CCAFRICA25 exchanged views on the points raised by the keynote speaker, and:  

- recognized the efforts made by ARSO in ensuring harmonization of food standards in the continent and 
in promoting the harmonization of food safety and quality standards that could further contribute to 
protecting consumer health, and facilitate fair practices in the food trade; 

- supported collaboration between standard-setting organizations in the interest of harmonization and 
proposed possible means of enhancing collaboration in the region such as through working groups;  

- encouraged Codex Members in the CCAFRICA region to share relevant information and identify 
mechanisms that would promote harmonization of food safety and quality standards, texts, and 
regulations; 

- recognized the need to enhance capacities for the generation of scientific data linking with research 
institutions to inform standards-setting activities as well as for identifying and responding to emerging 
issues; 

- highlighted the importance of promoting institutional collaboration, leveraging on Codex expertise, and 
science-based harmonization of standards-setting activities; 

- supported the CCAFRICA Member Countries’ efforts to effectively participate in the activities of Codex 
and to develop mechanisms for effective implementation of harmonized standards and texts; and 

- where international standards exist, Member Countries were encouraged to integrate them in the 
continental and national regulations and implement them. 

10. The Codex Secretariat stressed the importance and the benefits of active participation in standard- 
development activities of Codex and explained the existing multiple ways through which Members of 
CCAFRICA could participate in the work of Codex, including engaging in technical committee work, responding 
to circular letters (CLs), submitting data to support risk assessment activities, and contributing to electronic 
working groups (EWGs). The Secretariat also highlighted the opportunity provided by the new Codex Strategic 
Plan 2026–2031 to enhance collaboration with relevant international organizations, noting that CCAFRICA 
could provide a forum to promote enhanced collaboration. Information on prioritized agrifood sectors in the 
region and targets with regard to food processing could also be used to guide new areas of work in CCAFRICA, 
such that it would be aligned with regional priorities and goals. The importance of raising awareness on the 
already existing linkages between Codex and ARSO standards was also highlighted. 

Conclusion 

11. CCAFRICA25: 

i. thanked the keynote speaker, Dr Hermogene Nsengimana and noted the information and the feedback 
provided during the discussion, in particular on recognizing the importance of harmonization of 
standards to mitigate food safety risks and improve economic development; 
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ii. encouraged countries to establish national frameworks that would ensure harmonization and advocacy 
for food safety standards as well as strengthening the work of Codex; 

iii. encouraged countries to strengthen multisectoral and multi-disciplinary work on food standards through 
establishment of active coordination mechanisms between food safety communities and other 
stakeholders at large; 

iv. highlighted the importance of strengthening cooperation among different sectors and disciplines by 
consistently applying and strengthening consultations in food standards development work including 
cross-sectoral data sharing to strengthen food control systems in the region; 

v. recognized the commitment of Members in the region, as well as FAO and WHO, to increasingly build 
capacity for multisectoral collaboration across for example agriculture, health, veterinary, food safety, 
environment sectors, at country, regional and international level; 

vi. stressed the need to contribute meaningfully to standards-setting processes, harmonize laws and 
regulations with international standards and most importantly effectively implement these standards for 
better public health protection and trade facilitation; 

vii. agreed the need to create synergies between the Codex Strategic Plan 2026–2031 and other 
continental/regional initiatives; and 

viii. called for stronger collaboration between Codex and ARSO in terms of harmonization of standardization 
work for priority food products in the region to adapt existing standards or new work to regional priorities. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
(Agenda Item 3)6 

12. CCAFRICA25 noted that most items were for information purposes and that matters on the Codex Strategic 
Plan 2026–2031 would be further considered under Agenda Item 7. 

Conclusion 

13. CCAFRICA25: 

i. called upon Members and Observers from the region to actively contribute to the discussions in 
CCEXEC and CAC (e.g. sharing experience on the draft guidance on the application of the Statements 
of Principle (SoP) concerning the role of science in the Codex decision-making process and providing 
inputs on the monitoring framework for the Codex Strategic Plan 2026–2031); 

ii. noted the encouragement by CAC46 to submit discussion papers or new work proposals on NFPS using 
existing mechanisms; 

iii. agreed to inform CCMAS that both methods AOAC 935.47 and AOAC 939.09b for determination of 
chloride should be included in CXS 350R-2022 as Type III; 

iv. noted the request from CCMAS, as well as the ongoing work within the Committee, related to 
development of sampling plans and agreed to inform CCMAS that CCAFRICA will reconsider this matter 
once the work in CCMAS has been completed; and 

v. noted the request by CAC47 as well as CCFH54 to review the Regional guidelines for the design of 
control measures for street-vended foods (CXG 22R-1997) to ensure consistency with the General 
principles of food hygiene (CXC 1-1969) and the newly approved Guidelines for food hygiene control 
measures in traditional markets for food (CXG 103-2024) and agreed the following framework for 
conducting the initial analysis and/or review:   

a) the Coordinator for CCAFRICA (Uganda) will send out a request for Members and Observers to 
provide comments on the potential gaps between CXG 22R-1997 and the corresponding two texts 
and their interest in contributing to further discussions; 

b) Kenya will lead an informal working group, supported by Cabo Verde, Gambia, Ghana, Senegal, 
and Uganda and other interested Members and Observers to undertake an analysis of CXG 22R-
1997 against CXC 1-1969 and CXG 103-2024; and to consider the responses of Members and 
Observers and based on these, prepare a discussion paper that would identify: the 
complementarity of the assessed texts; and areas for updating and the consistency between these 
texts for consideration by CCAFRICA26; and 

c) CCAFRICA26 will determine the next steps. 

                                                      
6 CX/AFRICA 25/25/3; CRD07 (Zambia); CRD09 (Cabo Verde); CRD12 (Kenya). 
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14. One Observer noted that they would support the review by including it in their workplan, while another Observer 
expressed their willingness to support Member Countries to conduct the analysis.  

FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY SITUATION IN THE REGION (Agenda Item 4)7 

15. The Representative of WHO, speaking on behalf of FAO and WHO, introduced the item, recalling the emerging 
issues highlighted in previous CCAFRICA sessions that included antimicrobial resistance (AMR), aflatoxins, 
pesticide residues and weak food control systems. The Representative also noted that the global and 
continental food safety strategies by FAO, WHO and the AU, provided foundational support and guidance to 
countries in the region in planning and implementing actions for strengthening national food control systems 
(NFCS) and improving food safety.  

16. The Representative informed CCAFRICA25 Members of the ongoing work by the FAO and WHO to develop 
regional and national capacities on key areas including work on strengthening NFCS; addressing the food 
safety aspects of AMR; supporting countries and regional economic communities on harmonization of food 
controls and trade facilitation; and raising the profile of food safety using the World Food Safety Day (WFSD) 
platform. 

17. The Representative of AU, referring to CRD06, highlighted the activities and their impact undertaken in the 
CCAFRICA region in line with the six strategic objectives of the food safety strategy for Africa: Strengthening 
policies and legal frameworks; building capacity for food control systems; fostering advocacy and a food safety 
culture; facilitating trade and market access; driving research and innovation; and strengthening coordination 
and partnerships. Further, the Representative noted the recommendations in CRD06 on the need to: i) support 
National Codex Committees (NCCs); ii) enhance the implementation of Codex standards by micro, small and 
medium sized enterprises (MSMEs); iii) provide training on effective NFCS; iv) leverage digital platforms; and 
v) secure sustainable investments for food safety. The Representative appreciated the invaluable support from 
different partners. 

Discussion:  

18. CCAFRICA25 exchanged views on the points raised by the representatives of FAO, WHO and the AU and: 

- noted the need to address emerging issues such as food fraud, emerging contaminants affecting the 
environment and food safety such as microplastics as well as current issues for example water for 
irrigating crops; 

- stressed the importance of establishing a structured African framework to facilitate better collaboration 
and exchange of information between members of the International Food Safety Authorities Network 
(INFOSAN) in the region in the event of a food safety alert; 

- recognized the importance of the FAO/WHO food control system assessment tool and called for 
widening the support provided for the use of the tool to additional countries in the region; 

- highlighted the need for intensified support to small island developing countries in strengthening their 
food control systems; and  

- stressed that the ever-emerging stringent technical market requirements called for establishing strong 
regional databases and centres of excellence that could be leveraged to provide scientific data, evidence 
and advice. 

19. An Observer highlighted their work on food safety and proposed that CCAFRICA at its future sessions of the 
FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Africa extend the information sharing under this agenda item to include 
Observers.  

20. FAO informed the Committee of the ongoing plans to support additional countries in the region to assess their 
food control systems using the FAO/WHO food control system assessment tool. FAO also highlighted the 
existing tools to assist countries address the issue of food fraud.  

21. WHO informed the Committee that efforts would be made to reactivate the INFOSAN in the Africa group which 
was created to serve as a platform to facilitate information exchange between INFOSAN members in the 
region.  

22. The Codex Secretariat highlighted some of the work of Codex related to embracing the digital age for example 
CCFICS’ completion of guidelines to support paperless exchange of certificates in food trade, and current work 
on the digitalization of NFCS.  

                                                      

7 CX/AFRICA 25/25/4; CRD05 (Tanzania); CRD06 (African Union); CRD07 (Zambia); CRD08 (Burundi); CRD09 (Cabo 
Verde); CRD10 (Senegal); CRD12 (Kenya) 
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Conclusion 

23. CCAFRICA 25: 

i. thanked FAO, WHO and AU for the information provided and the technical support to the region; 

ii. noted that the information/feedback provided during the discussion all the aspects raised in the paper;  

iii. encouraged Members to continue working with FAO and WHO and other relevant organizations to 
support food safety initiatives in the region; 

iv. encouraged Members to implement the NFCS assessment tool and invest resources in the 
strengthening of the NFCS as a basis for the realization of the Food Safety Strategic Plan; 

v. encouraged Members to work together proactively to address the critical need for scientific data to 
support risk assessment and standards setting in the region; 

vi. agreed to continue working to strengthen engagement in work of Codex with the support of the Codex 
Trust Fund (CTF); and 

vii. agreed to inform CAC48 of the intention of CCAFRICA to amend the agenda for its session to include 
matters of interest to the region (Africa) arising from regional and other international organizations. 

CODEX WORK RELEVANT TO THE REGION (Agenda Item 5)8 

24. The Coordinator introduced the item and recalled that the objective of the document was to discuss the ongoing 
work of CAC and its subsidiary bodies that the region considered particularly relevant or important, and to 
identify any issues as well as suggestions on how to solve such issues. The Coordinator further recalled that 
Codex texts of significant interest to the region included, inter alia, standards on aflatoxins, pesticide residues, 
food fraud and AMR. 

25. With regard to the CTF, the Coordinator noted the increasing need to expand the scope of the CTF to include 
exceptional, tailor-made support, such as training on proposal writing, highlighting that this would help eligible 
countries to submit their proposals in a timely manner for the next round of applications. The Coordinator 
concluded his intervention by recalling other Codex work of interest to the region that was being undertaken 
in the different Codex committees as contained in the document. 

Discussion 

26. Members and Observers thanked the Coordinator for the document and the work carried out, and expressed 
the following views: 

- the transformation of Africa’s agrifood sector needed to be built on science-based, internationally- 
recognized standards, such as those developed by Codex; 

- active participation in Codex and data generation/sharing remained crucial for the region, and targeted 
programmes in collaboration with other regional and international relevant partners, could be 
implemented to further facilitate participation of all CCAFRICA countries; 

- the need for reasonable transition periods in the implementation of newly adopted standards, including 
the Standard for follow-up formula for older infants and product for young children (CXS 156-1987), to 
ensure a smooth supply continuity; 

- the need to advocate for more funding and mentorship programmes through the CTF to enhance 
participation and strengthen food safety systems, and to support the sustainability of the activities 
supported by the CTF; and consideration could be given to the restructuring of the CTF to also support 
scientific data collection, which was essential for standards setting and adoption; 

- the necessity for both vertical and horizontal collaboration in standard development and information 
sharing; 

- the importance of integrating Codex standards into national legislation which would boost intra-African 
trade; and the possibility to issue a regional survey to assess how standards are used across CCAFRICA 
needed to be explored; and 

- encourage the participation of CCAFRICA Members in the work of CCFICS, particularly on the new work 
related to the guidance on appeal mechanisms in the context of rejection of imported food products, 

                                                      
8 CX/AFRICA 25/25/5; CRD05 (Republic of Tanzania); CRD06 (African Union); CRD07 (Zambia); CRD08 (Burundi); 
CRD11 (comments by ISDI); CRD12 (Kenya). 
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noting that Morocco was co-Chair of the EWG on the development of principles and guidelines to 
harmonize the use, development and implementation of establishment listings. 

Conclusion 

27. CCAFRICA25: 

i. confirmed the relevance of the standards and the areas of ongoing Codex work identified in document 
CX/AFRICA 25/25/5; 

ii. supported the ongoing work in the different Codex committees; 

iii. agreed to advocate for support towards the work of Codex and food safety at the national level as well 
as to advocate for more resources for the CTF; and 

iv. encouraged Members to co-host and participate in the EWGs, as well as to submit new work proposals, 
as appropriate. 

CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN 2020–2025: IMPLEMENTATION BY CCAFRICA9 (Agenda Item 6) 

28. The Chairperson introduced the item and noted that consideration of the item would be divided into two parts 
with part 1 on implementation of the strategic plan by CCAFRICA and part 2 on the progress on the regional 
communications workplan.   

Part 1 - Implementation of the strategic plan by CCAFRICA 

29. The Chairperson, recalled that CCAFRICA24 (2022) prioritized three goals i.e. Goal 1 – Address current, 
emerging and critical issues in a timely manner; Goal 3 – Increase impact through the recognition and use of 
Codex standards and Goal 4 – Facilitate the participation of all Codex Members throughout the standards- 
setting process; and highlighted a summary of activities undertaken within each goal for the period 2022–2024: 

- Goal 1 – Activities in line with this goal were undertaken in collaboration with FAO/WHO and other 
regional and/or international organizations and these included promoting participation in Codex 
meetings; increasing awareness on: the reduction of pesticide residues in food; the topic of AMR and 
the importance of food safety to promote actions to prevent, detect and manage foodborne risks. 
Capacity-development activities on science and risk analysis with a focus on data generation were also 
undertaken.  

- Goal 3 – Activities under this goal aimed at increasing the impact of the work of Codex in the region and 
included implementation of CTF-supported activities (regional and national programmes); and food 
safety awareness activities at policy and local level by Members.  

- Goal 4 – The main aim of activities implemented under this goal was to ensure sustainability of the 
national Codex structures. During the period under review, support was provided to countries such as 
Eswatini and Somalia to establish and/or strengthen their national Codex structures. Similarly, a 
scorecard on the participation of the Members in the region in the work of Codex indicated a decline in 
participation due to the change in meeting format from virtual and hybrid to physical meetings. 

Part 2 – Progress on Codex communication workplan (Agenda Item 6.1)10  

30. The Codex Secretariat presented the progress that had been made in the implementation of the regional 
communications workplan and commended the region for the results achieved over the 2022–2024 biennium. 
The Codex Secretariat noted that CCAFRICA met all the indicators established in the communications 
workplan, and exceeded some of them, becoming the most active contributor to news and information related 
to Codex work on the Codex website. The Codex Secretariat further invited Members of the region to continue 
and further increase the level of participation in Codex communication activities.  

31. The Codex Secretariat also presented the outcome of the survey undertaken among Members in the region 
to measure progress in implementing the communication plan (Appendix V), noting that in terms of 
communication approaches in the region, emails and WhatsApp were identified as the most used tools. 

Discussion 

32. Members exchanged views on the two reports above and made the following proposals: 

Strategic plan 

- Members noted with concern the decline in the level of participation in Codex activities and proposed 

                                                      

9 CX/AFRICA 25/25/6; CRD07 (Zambia), CRD08 (Burundi), CRD09 (Cabo Verde), CRD10 (Senegal), CRD12 (Kenya). 
10 CX/AFRICA 25/25/7; CRD07 (Zambia); CRD10 (Senegal). 
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that a reporting mechanism on the activities of the Codex contact points (CCPs) be established and 
active Members be encouraged to mentor others; and  

- Stakeholders involved in food safety should be constantly engaged using appropriate communication 
tools and that Members should leverage the importance of food safety as a tool to participate in the work 
of Codex. 

Communication 

- Communication on Codex matters should also be accessible to people with disabilities such as visual 
and hearing impairments; 

- A strategy to support the strengthening of communication of Codex activities at national level should be 
developed, and it would also support stakeholder engagement; 

- Members should be encouraged to share information on success stories, best practices and challenges; 

- Codex should leverage technology to make communication more efficient, however this should take into 
account the need to continue using the traditional communication channels with a view to reach a critical 
mass at the grassroots level; and 

- Communication activities need to be monitored by the Coordinator who should regularly remind 
Members to share stories and experiences. 

33. In response to some of the comments, the Codex Secretariat stated that considerations were being made with 
respect to the use of additional tools in communication, including the potential role and use of AI. The Codex 
Secretariat also clarified that regarding the proposal of an Observer to develop a risk communication strategy, 
Members of the region could present such a proposal at a future session of CCAFRICA. 

Conclusion 

34. CCAFRICA25: 

i. noted the report of the Coordinator on the implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan and 
communications activities for the period 2022 to 2024; 

ii. agreed that the ongoing activities were still relevant and that they would continue to be implemented in 
2025; 

iii. agreed that the Coordinator engages the CCPs to contribute to the preparation of the final report of the 
strategic plan and submit a report to the Codex Secretariat at the end of 2025 to facilitate compilation 
of the final report on the implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan 2020–2025 by the Codex 
Secretariat;  

iv. requested the Coordinator to engage Members with a view to sharing best practices as well as 
challenges the countries were facing and how these were being addressed or might be overcome; and 

v. adopted the communications workplan 2025–2026 (Appendix II). 

CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN 2026–2031: STATUS AND NEXT STEPS (Agenda Item 7)11  

35. The Codex Secretariat introduced the item recalling that CAC develops a periodic strategic plan with the 
objective of advancing its mandate taking into consideration the prevailing global situation. Recalling that 
CAC47 (2024) had adopted the new strategic plan for the period 2026–2031, the Secretariat noted that this 
allowed one year to develop the monitoring framework as well as for coordinating committees taking place in 
2025, and other relevant actors, to develop workplans in support of the implementation of the new strategic 
plan.  Noting that the strategic plan aims at providing direction to the work of Codex, workplans should not be 
developed in isolation from other activities of CCAFRICA, but rather the strategic goals should drive the 
direction of the work undertaken by the committee and its Members. Lastly, the Secretariat noted that the draft 
monitoring framework for the strategic plan would be shared with all Members in due course for their review 
and encouraged Members to engage in the review process.  

36. The Chairperson recalled the agreement under Agenda Item 1 to establish an IWG to discuss the 
implementation of the new strategic plan.  

37. Members positively recalled the approach taken to develop the implementation workplan of the current 
strategic plan and CCAFRICA25 thus confirmed that the IWG would be a good starting point, agreed that it 

                                                      
11 CX/AFRICA 25/25/8; CRD02 (Report of the in-session working group on the implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan 
2026–2031); CRD05 (United Republic of Tanzania); CRD07 (Zambia); CRD08; (Burundi); CRD09 (Cabo Verde); CRD10 
(Senegal); CRD07 (Kenya). 



REP25/AFRICA                 8 

   

 

would be chaired by Zambia, and would review the strategic goals and outcomes to determine those of priority 
for the region and identify activities to be undertaken in support of the achievement of the priority outcomes.   

38. Zambia, Chair of the IWG, reported the progress made as highlighted in CRD02, noting that Members 
considered all goals to be important for the region and that they prioritized outcomes 1.1 (Foresight and horizon 
scanning); 1.2 (Scientific advice) and 1.4 (Standards development principles – timely, transparent and inclusive 
manner); 2.3 (Capacity development) and 2.4 (Active participation of Members);  3.2 (Address global 
challenges); 3.3 (Sustainable and resilient food systems); and 3.4 (International organizations); and 4.1 
(Recognition of Codex) noting that 4.3 (Harmonization) followed by 4.2 (Promotion of One Health) could be 
considered as secondary priorities. Zambia further noted that while some potential activities had been identified 
and included in the report, these had not been discussed by the Members and required further consideration 
together with the activities which had already been agreed by CCAFRICA25, which were also included in 
CRD02 for ease of reference.  

39. CCAFRICA25 confirmed the priority goals and outcomes and made suggestions for additional activities as 
follows: 

 the need to address the big gap in terms of scientific data and follow-up on the initial steps undertaken 
by the AU in this regard; 

 capacity-development initiatives needed to go beyond CCPs and support other parties identified in 
Outcome 2.3, including delegates and NCCs; 

 recalled the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) Kampala declaration 
and the potential resource it served in identifying potential role of Codex standards in the transition to 
sustainable and resilient food systems; 

 the need to promote more engagement of Regional Economic Communities (RECs) who were also 
Observers in the work of Codex; 

 the use of a range of relevant regional days and events to raise the profile of Codex in the region; 

 the need for high-level advocacy with regard to a One Health approach and promoting collaborative 
research that aligned with One Health goals; 

 promoting cross-sectoral data sharing to inform decision making on food safety; 

 increased use of the risk analysis paradigm in the application of Codex texts; 

 looking at different means and projects to support CCPs including mentoring; and 

 initiatives aimed at increasing stakeholder engagement at national level. 

40. Considering the rich and extensive discussion, the Chairperson noted that good progress had been made in 
terms of the workplan, and all proposals were captured in an updated version of the table originally presented 
in CRD02. However, given the extent of the proposals, the Chairperson noted that there would be a need to 
further refine the ideas presented and develop a more concrete and action oriented workplan to be completed 
within 2025.  

41. CCAFRICA25 considered that this could be best achieved through an EWG with the tasks: to review and refine 
the activities and complete the workplan in the coming months. 

Conclusion 

42. CCAFRICA25: 

i. committed to supporting the implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan 2026–2031; 

ii. agreed to establish an EWG chaired by Zambia and co-chaired by Gambia, Kenya, Morocco, and 
Senegal and working in English and French to: 

 prepare an implementation workplan by reviewing and refining the range of potential activities 
identified (Appendix III); 

 identify a lead/responsible party for each activity as well as a reporting mechanism; 

 take into consideration, in developing the workplan, other strategies relevant to the region including 
those developed by FAO, WHO and the AU; and  

 submit a report to the Coordinator by 31 October 2025, in advance of CCEXEC and CAC; and 

iii. encouraged countries to actively engage in the process of developing a monitoring framework for the 
Codex Strategic Plan 2026–2031 and its review when available. 
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USE AND IMPACT OF CODEX STANDARDS IN THE REGION12 (Agenda Item 8) 

43. The Codex Secretariat introduced the item, commending the region for their high response rate to the survey 
on the use and impact of Codex texts noting an almost doubling in the response rate from 2022 to 2023. The 
Codex Secretariat noted that the survey indicated that Codex texts play a significant role in ensuring food 
safety and quality, and that Members were satisfied with the reach, usefulness and use of Codex texts. The 
survey also highlighted the barriers to the use and implementation of Codex standards in the region, including 
the lack of resources, local implementation capacities, and the duration of national implementation, as well as 
lack of awareness by stakeholders.  

44. The Chairperson noted that the survey had not included regional standards and proposed that such standards 
should be considered in future iterations of the survey. 

Discussion 

45. Members and Observers expressed their views on the issues in the report and noted the following: 

 the importance of the increased use of digitization to facilitate accessibility to and use of Codex texts, 
and that this would ensure faster updates of standards and facilitate navigation between the different 
standards as needed; 

 the need for ongoing efforts to create awareness on Codex texts and their application; 

 the benefit of interactive platforms to facilitate further access to information on use and impact of Codex 
texts; 

 the challenges posed by the lack of scientific data for risk assessment across the region on critical food 
safety issues such as mycotoxins and the need to address this issue so as to ensure that standards 
were more relevant to the region, noting that addressing these challenges would support implementation 
of standards;  

 the need to take steps to promote and strengthen scientific data collection efforts;  

 the value of surveying the use and impact of all regional standards, noting that there were seven (7) 
regional texts from which candidate texts could be selected; and  

 the use of the Regional guidelines for Codex contact points (CCPs) and National Codex Committees 
(NCCs) (CXG 43R-2003) should be reviewed as these were the foundation of any work related to Codex 
activities at the national level. 

46. Noting the general agreement on the need to survey the use and impact of regional standards, CCAFRICA25 
considered which regional texts should be taken onboard such as the Regional guidelines for the design of 
control measures for street-vended foods (CXG 22R-1997) and the Regional standard for dried meats 
(CXS 350R-2002).  

47. It was recalled that CCAFRICA25 had already agreed to analyse CXG 22R-1997 to determine if there was a 
need to revise them to align with CXC 1-1969 and CXG 103-2024 (see paragraph 13 (v)), and that including 
CXG 22R-1997 in the next survey was timely and could provide valuable input to the analysis of the guidelines 
and potential revisions. 

48. Regarding the possible inclusion of CXG 43R-2003 in the next survey, the Codex Secretariat noted that since 
these were not about food safety and quality-related texts, they did not fit with the current structure of the 
survey on use and impact of Codex texts.  However, it was recalled that FAO and WHO had already developed 
a diagnostic tool to assess CCPs and NCCs that could be used to get an overview of the strength and capacity 
of CCPs across the region.   

49. The representatives of FAO and WHO noted that the diagnostic tool had already been implemented in many 
countries, and it was possible to expand coverage to other countries. National CCP capacities have also been 
assessed using other FAO/WHO tools.  

Conclusion 

50. CCAFRICA25: 

i. noted the results of the survey on the use and impacts of Codex texts, in particular those relevant to the 
region; 

ii. expressed interest in understanding national CCPs capacities across the region and the extent to which 
the Regional guidelines for Codex contact points and national Codex committees (CXG 43R-2003) were 

                                                      
12 CX/AFRICA 25/25/9; CRD07 (Zambia); CRD09 (Cabo Verde); CRD10 (Senegal). 
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used and requested FAO and WHO to use its tools, to assess the strengths and capacity of CCPs in the 
region, taking into account CXG 43R-2003, and prepare a report for consideration by CCAFRICA26; 
and 

iii. requested the Codex Secretariat to include the Regional guidelines for the design of control measures 
for street-vended foods (CXG 22R-1997) in the next survey on the use and impact of Codex texts.  

PROPOSALS FOR NEW WORK (Agenda Item 9)13 

51. The Chairperson recalled that CCAFRICA24 had requested Senegal to prepare and submit both a discussion 
paper and an updated project document for each of the products, addressing the gaps/issues that had been 
highlighted, for consideration at its next session. 

Proposal for the development of a regional standard for “ketiakh” (Agenda Item 9.1) 

52. Senegal introduced the proposal for braised or boiled dried fish, with reference to the latest version as 
presented in CRD14 noting that this product was produced in several countries and traded in the region and 
beyond. It was also noted that the new work would focus at defining the product characteristics and that the 
standard would aid in the production of safe and good-quality products and facilitate trade within the region. It 
was pointed out that the existing Codex standards for the different types of dried fish e.g. Standard for boiled 
dried salted anchovies (CXS 236-2003); Standard for smoked fish, smoke-flavoured fish and smoke-dried fish 
(CXS 311-2013); Standard for salted fish and dried salted fish of the Gadidae family of fishes (CXS 167-2018); 
did not cover this type of product due to the differences in production methods. It was thus necessary to 
elaborate a standard for braised or boiled dried fish, salted or unsalted produced in the region.  

53. The Chairperson proposed that the Committee first determine if there was general support for the proposal 
and based on the support the pathway for undertaking the work could be discussed. 

Discussion  

54. CCAFRICA held a general discussion, noted the support to undertake new work and the following views: 

- the product is generally consumed in the region, and the elaboration of the standard for this product 
would ensure public health; support harmonization of the different requirements and hence facilitate 
intra-African trade; 

- the name of the product described in the standard as well as the scope should be broad and inclusive 
of the different forms of dried fish obtained from different fish species in different parts of the region from 
both freshwater and seawater; and 

- the name “ketiakh” should be kept in the title of the standard, because it is a very special name, but it 
could also be defined under labelling requirements by adding the English name.  

55. The Codex Secretariat expressed the need to carefully consider the pathway/mechanism through which the 
standard for braised or boiled dried fish would be developed. Apart from using the route of regional standards 
development and noting that the product is also traded beyond the region, another option would be to refer to 
the work to the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (CCFFP) ,a recently re-activated Committee, 
to consider revising the standard CXS 236-2003 that covers boiled dried salted fish products produced with a 
process that is similar to that for the production of “ketiakh”. This option would be consistent with the 
recommendation of CCEXEC87 that a broad horizontal approach should be taken when developing commodity 
standards with a view to capture a broad range of products as well as the needs of many countries. 

56. It was further noted that following the discussions at CAC47, the Codex Secretariat and CCFFP Host 
Secretariat would be reviewing the existing fish commodity standards. Hence, this proposal could be 
considered within the context of that review, noting the importance of ensuring coherence and consistency 
across Codex texts. CCAFRICA25 was further reminded that within the terms of reference of coordinating 
committees, there was the opportunity to recommend the need to develop a worldwide standard. 

57. The Chairperson noted that CCAFRICA25 had established the need for the development of the standard, but 
some gaps still remained within the project document including the species of fish to be covered in the 
standard. The mechanism to develop the standard (regional vs international) also needed further 
consideration. The Chairperson called for views on the next steps, whether to progress with the new work 
proposal as a regional standard or propose submission of the proposal to CCFFP to develop an international 
standard or revise an existing standard to include this type of product.  

                                                      
13 CX/AFRICA 25/25/10 Add.1; CRD05 (United Republic of Tanzania); CRD08 (Burundi); CRD12 (Kenya); CRD14 
(Senegal). 
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58. There was general support for the elaboration of a regional standard that would allow intraregional trade, and 
that the project document should be amended to focus only to the regional market. Members considered that 
developing a regional standard would be a more efficient approach to undertake the work.  

59. The Codex Secretariat further informed CCAFRICA25 that each of the two pathways (regional vs international 
pathways) had implications. In case of the regional pathway, the project document would need to be reviewed 
to address gaps identified and aspects related to the international distribution of the product noting that regional 
standards were developed and adopted by the Members of the region and therefore only applied to that region. 
To submit the project document for approval by CAC48, the committee would need to revise and agree the 
project document within this session. In case of proposing a new or revised international standard, the project 
document could be updated or revised after the session and submitted to the Codex Secretariat for 
consideration by CCFFP. With regard to suggestions that a two-step approach could be taken by first 
developing a regional standard followed by conversion into an international standard, it was clarified that there 
was a specific procedure for this, and it also involved consideration and approval of a new work proposal.  

60. CCAFRICA25 agreed to proceed with proposing new work for a regional standard, further reviewed the project 
document section by section, and agreed to the following amendments: 

- the title, scope, and the relevant sections of the project document were amended to reflect the fact that 
the standard, to be developed, would include all boiled braised salty/non-salty fish products and not only 
one product (ketiakh);  

- clarification that the standard would apply to products destined for the regional market only and excluded 
products that may be destined for international markets whose trade volumes/values were considered 
to be insignificant; 

- realignment of the text on trade data/information to reflect the fact that the product was generally 
produced in the region by including available data from other countries; 

- alignment of the section titles in the project document to ensure all aspects covered in the criteria for 
new work proposals particularly those for commodity standards in the Procedural Manual were 
addressed; and 

- simplification of the timeline for completion of work indicating the approximate number of sessions of 
the committee that would be required (i.e. two sessions of CCAFRICA following approval of the new 
work by CAC). 

61. CCAFRICA agreed that Senegal would immediately update and revise the project document in line with the 
agreed changes for inclusion as an appendix to the report for adoption by CCAFRICA25. 

Conclusion 

62. CCAFRICA25 agreed:  

i. to start new work on the development of a regional standard for braised or boiled, salted and unsalted, 
dried fish, and to forward the project document (Appendix IV) to CAC48 for approval; 

ii. to establish, subject to the approval of new work by the Commission, an EWG, chaired by Senegal 
and co-chaired by Gambia and Mali, working in English and French, to prepare the proposed draft 
standard for circulation for comments at Step 3 and consideration at its next session; and 

iii. that the report of the EWG should be submitted at least three months ahead of CCAFRICA26. 

Proposal for the development of a standard for “tiacry” (Agenda Item 9.2) 

63. Senegal introduced the item, noting that the proposed new work applied to precooked cereal vegetable 
granules commonly known as “tiacry” and it was highly consumed in a number of countries in West Africa. The 
main aim of the standard was to foster harmonization of production practices within the region, guarantee 
quality products and safety of the products and promote the competitiveness of local cereals produced in the 
region and highlighted that the latest version of the project document as presented in CRD14 focused on millet- 
based product.  

It was also pointed out that the existing Codex standards on cereals, especially the Standard for whole and 
decorticated pearl millet grains (CXS 169-1989) and Standard for pearl millet flour (CXS 170-1989), did not 
cover this type of product, thus calling for development of a separate regional standard. 
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Discussion 

64. CCAFRICA25 noted support for undertaking work with the following general comments: 

- the product was a traditional precooked staple food based on millet, and it was widely consumed in the 
region especially West Africa. It was therefore timely to elaborate a regional standard; 

- precooked millet had benefits in terms of public health and nutrition, and the new work would help in 
strengthening these benefits as well as local economies through promotion of regional trade; 

- there were different types of cereals and flour (e.g. plantain flour) that were used in the production of “tiacry”, 
and therefore the scope of work should not be restricted to products made from millet alone; and 

- the product has different names in different countries, therefore, the title should be more generic in 
nature. 

65. CCAFRICA noted that whereas there was support for the work, there were still gaps that required addressing, 
including aligning the project document with the requirements of the Codex Procedural Manual (Section on the 
criteria for the establishment of work priorities); and the need to consider the scope of work to better reflect the 
nature of the product in different countries within the region.  

66. The Codex Secretariat recalled the recommendation for a horizontal approach, the need to clearly define the issues 
to be addressed and ensure that the proposed approach (standard, guideline, code of practice) for a Codex text is 
appropriate to address the issue and that the proposal is reflective of the needs of the broader region. It was recalled 
that the existing standard should be considered when analysing the need for any new work.  

67. Noting the time constraints and the comments which indicated the need for further consideration, the 
Chairperson proposed that the proponents of the proposal take into consideration the issues raised during the 
discussions and refine the proposal and submit it the next session of CCAFRICA.  

Conclusion   

68. CCAFRICA25 agreed to request Senegal, working with interested Members and in consultation with the 
Regional Coordinator, to update the proposal for precooked cereals taking into account the comments made 
at the session, and resubmit it at CCAFRICA26. 

NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 10)14 

69. The Codex Secretariat introduced the item and recalled that Uganda had been appointed as Coordinator for 
Africa by CAC43, and having served for two terms, was not eligible for re-appointment. 

70. CCAFRICA25 unanimously agreed to recommend to CAC48 that Gambia be appointed as the next 
Coordinator for Africa and requested Uganda to liaise with Gambia to ensure a smooth transfer of the role. 

71. Gambia thanked all delegations for their support, expressed their strong commitment to fulfil the duties of the 
Coordinator and further thanked Uganda and in particular Mr Hakim B. Mufumbiro for the successful 
coordination of the work of Codex in the region. 

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda Item 11)15 

72. Due to time constraints, CCAFRICA25 was not able to consider the proposal for new work on a regional 
standard for fermented locust beans (Parkia biglobosa) and the proposal for the establishment of a subsidiary 
body of the CAC, as included in CRD03, submitted by Nigeria. 

73. The Coordinator informed the committee that these proposals could be resubmitted for consideration at future 
sessions of CCAFRICA.  

74. In relation to the proposal for the establishment of a subsidiary body of the CAC, the Codex Secretariat recalled 
that the formation of subsidiary bodies was within the purview of CAC, in line with the relevant provisions set 
forth in the Codex Procedural Manual, and that the decision to establish a new Codex committee was 
contingent upon the demand for and the focus of new work proposals. 

75. The Codex Secretariat further recalled that when approving a proposal for new work, CAC evaluated where 
this work would be directed and if no suitable existing subsidiary body was available to handle the new 
proposal, the CAC could decide to create a new one or assign the work to an ad hoc task force. The Codex 
Secretariat highlighted that when discussing new work proposals, the CAC could also decide to review the 
terms of reference (ToRs) of existing committees to better align them with the needs of Codex Members.  

                                                      
14 CX/AFRICA 25/25/11; CRD04 (The Gambia). 
15 CRD03 (submitted by Nigeria). 
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DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 12) 

76. CCAFRICA25 was informed that its Twenty-sixth Session would be held in approximately two years’ time and 
that more detailed arrangements would be communicated following the appointment of the Coordinator by 
CAC48 and further consultation with the Codex Secretariat. 
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ETHIOPIA - ÉTHIOPIE - ETIOPÍA 

Dr Meseret Bekele Buta 
Director General 
Institute of Ethiopian Standards 
Addis Ababa 

Mr Mengistu Tefera Addis 
National Codex Contact Point 
Institute of Ethiopian Standards 
Addis Ababa 

GAMBIA - GAMBIE 

Ms Jainaba Jagne 
Ambassador 
Gambia Embassy in Addis 

Mr Mamodou Bah 
Director General 
Food Safety and Quality Authority 
Banjul 

Mr Ousman Ceesay 
Deputy Permanent Secretary 
Office of the Vice President 

Ms Lalia Jawara 
Codex Contact Point 
Food Safety and Quality Authority 
Banjul 

GHANA 

Mrs Doreen Afi Gyau Koranteng 
Codex Contact Point Manager 
Ghana Standards authority 
Accra 

Mr Samuel Sackitey 
Director 
Ghana Standards authority 
Accra 

Mrs Regina Yawa Vowotor 
Director 
Ghana Standards Authority 
Accra 

KENYA 

Dr Allan Azegele 
Director of Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development 
Nairobi 

Dr Kimutai Maritim 
Director 
Kenya Dairy Board 

Mr Vincent Chirchir 
Assistant Director, Regulations and Compliance 
Agriculture and Food Authority 

Ms Maryann Kindiki 
Manager, National Codex Contact Point 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
Nairobi 

Mr Shahid Minhas 
Technical Advisor Food Safety and Quality 
World Food Program Regional Bureau Nairobi 
Nairobi 
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Mr Danset Moranga 
Principal Standards Officer 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
Nairobi 

Mr Njane Samuel Njoroge 
Director 
Tea Board of Kenya 

Ms Teresia Waithaka 
Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Director 
Coca-Cola Central, East and West Africa Limited 
Nairobi 

LIBERIA - LIBÉRIA 

Mr Patrick Blamo  
Head of Department/National Food Safety Expert 
Liberia Standards Authority  
Monrovia  

MADAGASCAR 

Mrs Lantomalala Raharinosy 
Point de Contact du Codex 
Ministère de l'industrialisation, du Commerce et 
de la Consommation 
 

MALAWI 

Mr James Banda 
Principal Research Officer 
Department of Fisheries 
Mangochi 

Mr Justin Onani 
Senior Standards Officer 
Malawi Bureau of Standards 
Blantyre 

MALI - MALÍ 

Dr Mahmoud Abdoul Camara 
Chargé du Secrétariat Codex 
Institut National de Santé Publique/Département 
Nutrition et Sécurité Sanitaire des Aliments 
Bamako 

Dr Dioumé Cisse 
Chef du Service Bonnes Pratiques Nutritionnelles 
Institut National de Santé Publique/Département 
Nutrition et Sécurité Sanitaire des Aliments 
Bamako 

MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS 

Dr Ihssane Beqqali Himdi 
Director of Risk Assessment and Legal Affairs 
National Food Safety Office (ONSSA) 
Rabat 

Mr Mohammed Benhaddou 
Veterinarian at SPS Watch and Access Market 
Service 
National Food Safety Office 
Rabat 

NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE 

Dr Jessey Alice Kamwi 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer-Veterinary Public 
Health  
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform  
Windhoek  

Mrs Violet Simataa 
Chief Agriculture Scientific Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 
Windhoek 

NIGER - NÍGER 

Mr Boubacar Issa 
Directeur Général  
Bureau de Restructuration et de Mise à Niveau de 
L'Industrie du Niger 
Niamey 

NIGERIA - NIGÉRIA 

Mr Olubenga Stephen Aina 
Deputy Director 
National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 
and Control 
Lagos 

Mr Fred Nduka Chiazor 
Chairman -Technical Committee  
Association of Food Beverage Employers 
LAGOS 

Mrs Eva Obiageli Edwards 
Director 
National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 
and Control 
Lagos 

Mrs Iverene Enang Eno 
Assistant Director 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
Abuja 

Mr Yunusa Bena Mohammed 
Deputy Director/Head Codex Contact Point  
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
Lagos 

Mr Oluwatobi Aduraleke Vaughan 
Assistant Director 
National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC) 
Lagos 

Mr Ibrahim Yahaya 
ACSO/Codex Contact Person-SDD 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
Abuja 
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SENEGAL - SÉNÉGAL 

Prof Amadou Diouf 
President 
Comité national du Codex Alimentarius 
Dakar 

Mr Alioune Badara Athie 
Chef de Division 
Direction Industries de Transformation de Pèche 

Dr Raphaael Coly 
Expert SSA 
Comité national du Codex Alimentarius 
Dakar 

Mrs Ndeye Maguette Diop 
Expert SSA 
Comité national du Codex Alimentarius  
Dakar 

Mr Abdoulaye Diouf 
Directeur  
Direction des Industries de Transformation de la 
Pêche (DITP) 
Dakar 

Mrs Mame Diarra Faye 
Point de Contact National  
Comité national du Codex Alimentarius  
Dakar 

SEYCHELLES 

Mr Guillaume Woodcock 
Chief Fish Inspector 
Seychelles Bureau of Standards 
Mahe 

UGANDA - OUGANDA 

Prof William Kyamuhangire 
CEO 
Nilezilla Ltd 
Nebbi 

Ms Rehema Meeme 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Ms Sarah Ngalombi 
Senior Nutritionist 
Ministry of Health 
Kampala 

Ms Tryphine Abigaba Biconco 
Food Safety Expert 
Food Safety Associates Limited 
Kampala 

Mr Awath Aburu 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Ms Caroline Agonzibwa 
Legal and Policy Analyst 
KNES Consulting 
Kampala 

Mr Alex Bambona 
Assistant Commissioner, Food and Nutrition 
Security 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and 
Fisheries 
Entebbe 

Mr Carols Bwambale Benard 
Coordinator 
Food Safety Coalition Uganda (FoSCU) 
Kampala 

Dr James Higenyi 
Principal Veterinary Officer-Veterinary Public 
Health 
MAAIF 
Entebbe 

Mr Ali Kalema 
Team Lead 
Halal Assurance Institute Uganda 
Kampala 

Mr Henry Kimera  
Team Leader 
Global Consumer Centre (CONSENT) 

Ms Dorcas Lamunu Owot 
Senior Science Officer 
Uganda National Council for Science and 
Technology 
Kampala 

Dr Moses Matovu 
Senior Research Scientist 
National Agricultural Research Organization 
Kampala 

Mr Deusdedit Mubangizi 
Manager National Metrology Laboratory 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Eng John Paul Musimami 
Deputy Executive Director - Compliance 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Prof Charles Muyanja 
Professor 
Makerere University 
Kampala 

Dr Theophilus Mwesige 
Commissioner 
Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries 
Entebbe 
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Mr Julius Mwijusya 
Counsellor 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
Kampala 

Ms Ketra Nakayenga 
Principal MSME Officer 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives 
Kampala 

Ms Lailah Nalweyiso 
Certification Manager 
Halal Assurance Institute Uganda  
Kampala 

Mrs Susan Namaalwa 
Principal Quality Control Officer 
National Water and Sewerage Corporation  
Kampala 

Mr Daniel Richard Makayi Nangalama 
Deputy Executive Director - Management and 
Financial Services 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Dr Josephine Nanyanzi 
Principal Regulatory Officer – Vet Medicines 
National Drug Authority 
Kampala 

Mr Allan Ochieng 
Planner-Food Processing 
National Planning Authority 
Kampala 

Mr Paul Omanyi Bwire  
Assistant Commissioner Fish Quality Assurance 
and Safety 
Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and  
Entebbe 

Mr Ssekabira Ronald 
Standards Officer 
UNBS 
Kampala 

Prof George William Nasinyama 
Director Lubaga Campus 
Uganda Martyrs University 
Kampala 

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA - 
RÉPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE - 
REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANÍA 

Mr Lawrence Chenge 
In Charge of Agriculture and Food Standards 
Division 
Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
Dar Es Salaam 

Mr Emmanuel Busuulwa 
National Liaison Officer 
East African Business Council  
Arusha 

ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE 

Ms Doreen Sakala Sianjani 
Chief Environmental Health Officer - Food Safety 
Ministry of Health 
Lusaka 
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OBSERVERS 
OBSERVATEURS 
OBSERVADORES 

  

OBSERVER COUNTRIES 
PAYS OBSERVATEURS 

PAÍSES OBSERVADORES 
 

 
EUROPEAN UNION - UNION EUROPÉENNE - 
UNIÓN EUROPEA 

Mr Luis Lechiguero 
Programme Officer– Sustainable Development 
Delegation of the European Union to Uganda 

SAUDI ARABIA - ARABIE SAOUDITE - ARABIA 
SAUDITA 

Mr Khalid Alzahrani 
Head of the International Communication 
Department for Specifications 
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 
Riyadh 

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA 

Mrs Awilo Ochieng Pernet 
Former Chairperson, Codex Alimentarius 
Commission  
Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO 
Bern 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA –  
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE – ESTADOS 
UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Mr Kenneth Lowery 
Senior International Issues Analyst 
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Washington, D.C. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – 
ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES – 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES INTERNACIONALES 

 

AFRICAN ORGANIZATION FOR 
STANDARDIZATION (ARSO) 

Dr Hermogene Nsengimana 
Secretary General 
African Organization for Standardization 
Nairobi 

AFRICAN UNION (AU) 

Mr John Oppong-Otoo 
Coordinator, Economics, Trade and Marketing 
African Union Interafrican Bureau  
Nairobi 

Mr Chiluba Mwape 
Senior SPS Advisor 
AUC 
Addis Ababa 

CABI INTERNATIONAL (CABI) 

Dr Gbemenou Joselin Benoit Gnonlonfin  
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Global Lead  
CAB International 

EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (EAC) 

Ms Stella Apolot 
Principal Standards Officer 
East African Community Secretariat 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION OF VINE 
AND WINE (OIV) 

Dr Jean Claude Ruf 
Scientific Director 
OIV 
Dijon 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – 
ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES – 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF BEVERAGES 
ASSOCIATIONS (ICBA) 

Mr Tlou Mokoele  
Senior Director 
The Coca-Cola Company 

Ms Sibongile Chiumya  
Senior Director and Scientific and Regulatory 
Affairs Lead, Africa 
The Coca-Cola Company 

Mr Virnon Richter 
Regulatory Director, Middle East Africa 
PepsiCo  

INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DIETARY FOODS 
INDUSTRIES (ISDI) 

Mr Jean Christophe Kremer 
Secretary General 
ISDI 
Brussels 

Ms Marie-France Pagerey 
Group Leader Regulatory in I&R and Advocacy 
Nestlé Nutrition 
Brussels 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FOOD SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY (IUFOST) 

Prof Samuel Godefroy 
President IUFoST/Co-Chair of the Codex 
Committee 
IUFoST 
Quebec

UNITED NATIONS – NATIONS UNIES – 
NACIONES UNIDAS  

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP) 

Ms Peijie Yang 
Food Technologist  
World Food Programme  

 

 

FAO 

Mr Saber Mansour 
Food Safety Officer 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N. 
Rome 

Mr Blaise Ouattara 
Food Safety and Quality Officer 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N. 
Accra 

WHO 

Mrs Lusubilo Mwamakamba 
Technical Officer, Food Safety 
World Health Organization Regional Office for 
Africa  
Brazzaville, Congo 

Tarekegn Negese Sorato 
WHO-Representative 
WHO-Ethiopian Country Office 
Addis Ababa 

CCAFRICA SECRETARIAT 

Ms Pamela Akwap 
Senior Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Ms Ruth Awio 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
kampala 

Eng James Kasigwa 
Executive Director 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Mr Bonaventura Kibaya 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Ms Sylvia Kirabo 
Principal Public Relations Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Mr Edward Kizza 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala  

Mr Arthur Mukanga 
Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Ms Grace Nabagereka 
Procurement Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 
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Ms Victoria Namutebi  
Senior Public Relations Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Mr Joel Peter Oryang 
Principal Standards Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Mr Andrew Othieno 
Manager Standards Department 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

Mr Rogers Ssenabulya  
ICT Officer 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala  

Mr Arthur Tabula 
Principal Analyst 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
Kampala 

CODEX SECRETARIAT 

Ms Sarah Cahill 
Secretary Codex Alimentarius Commission 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N.  
Rome  

Mr Patrick Sekitoleko 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N.  
Rome  

Mr Giuseppe Di Chiera 
Standards Development and Communication 
Specialist 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N.  
Rome  

Ms Ilaria Tarquinio 
Programme Assistant 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N.  
Rome 
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APPENDIX II 

REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS WORKPLAN 2025 

The table shows the objectives, activities, targets and indicators for the CCAFRICA regional communications workplan. These elements derive from Strategic Goal 3 
of the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025 “Increase impact through the recognition and use of Codex standards”; Objective 3.1 “Raise the awareness of Codex standards”.  

 

Objectives Activities Targets Indicators 

1. Reinforce and expand existing 
communication channels and 
establish clear additional channels 
as needed e.g., for specific work 
streams   

1.1 Consolidate and improve information flow 
and exchange between countries and Codex 
Secretariat (CS) 

1.2 Expand and strengthen existing simple 
and rapid communications methods (e.g. 
Regional WhatsApp communications group)   

 By CCAFRICA26, 80% of Members/ 
Observers surveyed indicate 
timeliness, accessibility and quality of 
Codex regional communications 
“excellent” or “good”   

Number of survey responses rating 
regional communications 
“excellent” or “good”  

2. Communicate the value of Codex 
engagement and use of standards 
in the region 

2.1. Provide CS with monthly drafts of web 
stories capturing food safety, standards work 
or capacity building initiatives in the region  

2.2. Promote regional success stories and 
initiatives in conjunction with CS and 
FAO/WHO  

2.3 Liaise with Codex Trust Fund beneficiary 
countries in the region to communicate on 
every phase of CTF projects 

 By CAC48, 20 news items from 
countries in the region published  

 By CCAFRICA26, 30 news items 
from countries in the region  

 By CCAFRICA26, 70% of countries in 
the region contributed to Codex news 
on the regional webpage 

Number of CCAFRICA news stories 
published  

Number of countries who have 
made a published contribution 

 



REP25/AFRICA - APPENDIX III                  23 

   

 

APPENDIX III 

DRAFT CCAFRICA WORKPLAN TO SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN 2026-2031 

Goal  Priority outcomes Activities  Activities agreed by CCAFRICA25 
(mapped by secretariat form 
conclusions of items to the SP 
outcomes) 

(Or may be covered by part of the 
regular agenda of CCAFRICA) 

1. Respond to Members’ needs for 
protecting the health of consumers 
and ensuring fair practices in the food 
trade in an evolving global landscape 
by developing science-based 
standards and related texts 

1.1 Foresight and horizon scanning activities are 
used to support the identification of issues likely 
to impact food safety, quality and trade 

Establish a stakeholder and expert panel to 
identify new and emerging issues in the region 

Use existing monitoring and analysis to 
identify new issues and problems 

Report from FAO and WHO on food 
safety and quality issues in the region 
including emerging issues (item 4) 

1.2 Scientific advice that addressed the needs 
identified by CAC and subsidiary bodies is 
primarily provided by FAO and WHO and their 
joint scientific bodies, informed by globally 
representative data and appropriate 
international expertise and methodology. 

Identify the technical knowledge resources in 
the region 

 

Establish a scientific advisory group in the 
region 

Encouraged members to work 
proactively together to address the 
critical need for data and to support 
standard setting relevant to the region 
(Item 4 – para. 23 (v)) 

1.4 Codex standards and related texts are 
developed, reviewed and adopted in a timely, 
transparent and inclusive manner 

Promote data collection and management to 
facilitate standards development in a timely 
manner 

Build on the efforts undertaken by the African 
Union following recent establishment of 
regional data network of countries 

Agreed on a Framework to undertake 
and initial analysis or review of the 
Guidelines for the design of control 
measures for street vended foods to 
ensure consistency with recently revised 
and adopted texts and identify any gaps 
there in that would serve as the basis for 
a potential revision of the guidelines 
(Item 2 – para 13 (v)) 

2. Enhance Codex work management 
systems and practices that support 
the effective 

and efficient development of 
standards and related texts 

2.3 Chairpersons, coordinators, host 
secretariats, Codex Contact Points and 
delegates are supported in their respective roles 
and their capabilities are developed and 
enhanced. 

Undertake capacity development activities for 
CCPs as well as other relevant actors 

Encouraged members to co-host and 
participate in EWGs as well a to submit 
new joint work proposals as appropriate 
(Item 5 – para 27(iv)) (learning by doing) 

2.4 Codex Members are enabled to participate 
actively and sustainably throughout the 
standard-setting process. 

Engage in high level advocacy to promote the 
sustainability or codex strictures at the national 
level 

Agreed to advocate for the work of 
Codex and food safety as well as more 
resources for the CTF (Item 5- para 
27(iii)) 
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Goal  Priority outcomes Activities  Activities agreed by CCAFRICA25 
(mapped by secretariat form 
conclusions of items to the SP 
outcomes) 

(Or may be covered by part of the 
regular agenda of CCAFRICA) 

3. Strengthen relationships with 
relevant international organizations, 
promoting a coordinated approach to 
address global challenges 

3.2 Gaps in approaches to addressing global 
challenges that Codex could contribute to are 
identified through targeted engagement with 
relevant international organizations. 

Undertake a survey in the region to identify the 
wider challenges that are impacting food 
safety and quality 

Encouraged countries to strengthen 
multisectoral and multidisciplinary work 
on food standards through the 
establishment of active coordination 
mechanisms between the food safety 
community and other stakeholders at 
large (Item 2 – para 11(iii)) 

3.3 The contribution of CAC to the transition 
towards sustainable and resilient food systems, 
is identified and considered. 

Undertake arrangement to align to the 
new CAADP strategy and action plan 2026-
2035  

 

3.4 Contributions from relevant international 
organizations throughout the development of 
Codex texts are encouraged. 

Encourage Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs) with observer status in Codex to 
contribute to the work of Codex 

Organize consultations with national 
stakeholders on how Codex can support 
resilient Agri-food systems 

Called for stronger collaboration 
between Codex and ARSO and RECs in 
terms of harmonization of 
standardization work for priority food 
products in the region so as to adapt 
existing standards or new work to 
regional priorities (Item 2 – para 11(viii)) 

Agreed to amend its agenda to include 
an item on matters of interest to Africa 
arising form regional and international 
organizations (Item 4 – para 23(vii)) 

4. Maximize the impact of Codex by 
increasing the visibility and use of 
standards 

4.1. The profile and recognition of Codex as the 
international food standards setting body for 
protecting consumer health and ensuring fair 
practices in food trade is enhanced. 

Use the annual opportunity of world food 
safety day and other relevant continental and 
regional events to raise the profile of Codex in 
the region 

 

4.3 Harmonization through the increased use of 
Codex texts in establishing national food control 
systems and regulations is advocated for. 

Increase collaboration with other 
organizations to promote harmonization 

Encourage data sharing across key sectors to 
inform policy formulation and decision making 

Incorporate Codex texts in national risk 
analysis frameworks 

Encourage countries to establish 
national frameworks that would ensure 
harmonization and advocacy for food 
safety standards as well as 
strengthening the work of Codex (Item 2 
– para 11 (ii)) 
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Goal  Priority outcomes Activities  Activities agreed by CCAFRICA25 
(mapped by secretariat form 
conclusions of items to the SP 
outcomes) 

(Or may be covered by part of the 
regular agenda of CCAFRICA) 

4.2 The use of Codex texts in the context of 
integrative approaches such as One Health is 
promoted. 

Sensitization and training of national 
competent authorities and policy makers 

Promoting collaborative research that aligns 
with One Health goals and strategies 

 

 



REP25/AFRICA - APPENDIX IV                  26 

   

 

  APPENDIX IV 

PROPOSAL FOR NEW WORK 

DEVELOPMENT OF A REGIONAL STANDARD FOR BRAISED OR BOILED DRIED FISH (SALTED OR 
UNSALTED)  

PROJECT DOCUMENT 

1. PURPOSE 

This document recommends the development of a regional standard for braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or 
unsalted). 

2. OBJECTIVE 

This standard aims to define the product’s identity and quality characteristics for regional trade, seeking to 
protect consumer health and promote fair and equitable trade of the product. 

3. PRODUCT DESCRIPTION 

Braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted) is made from round and flat sardinella or other pelagic fish 
species such as mackerel, bonga shad, horse mackerel, and small tunas (skipjack, frigate tuna). The fish is 
braised or boiled, headed, gutted, skinned, deboned, optionally salted, and sun-dried. Other species of white-
fleshed fish – whether from marine or continental waters or aquaculture – may also be used as raw material 
for this product. 

4. RELEVANCE AND CURRENT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STANDARD 

Despite advances in food preservation techniques, particularly freezing, refrigeration, and brining, traditional 
preservation methods such as smoking, braising, salting and drying, still play a significant role in enhancing 
the value of food products in many countries.  

These traditional methods are used in several countries of the African region to preserve many perishable 
products. These include braised or boiled fish – headed, gutted, optionally skinned, optionally deboned, 
optionally salted, and sun-dried – which is widely consumed nationally and regionally. It is known as ketiakh 
in Senegal, Gambia and Mauritania, whereas in Burkina Faso, a major ketiakh importer, it is called “djegue 
wouala” in the local Dioula language. 

African communities frequently seek out braised or boiled, fish (salted or unsalted) because of their dietary 
habits. However, this demand cannot be fully met, as specifications allowing processors and producers to 
supply a standardized product are not available in countries like Senegal. This gap justifies the development 
of a regional standard to facilitate its trade. 

Its creation will help protect consumer health. It will be particularly beneficial for countries in the African region, 
which are the primary importers and consumers of these products. The quality of the products must meet 
consumer needs and comply with minimum food safety requirements. Furthermore, the standardization of this 
product will contribute significantly to job creation and added value, fostering gradual industrialization alongside 
the growth of small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 

5. MAIN ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 

o Description of manufacturing processes 

o Requirements for raw materials and inputs 

o Requirements for the finished product 

o Packaging, labelling, transport, and storage 

o Hygiene 

o Organoleptic characteristics  

o Organoleptic, microbiological, and physicochemical characteristics 

o Contaminants 

o Food additives 

o Methods of sampling, inspection and analysis  
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6. EVALUATION AGAINST THE CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES 

6.1. General criteria 

A standard for braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted) will help protect consumer health and will be 
particularly beneficial for African countries, which are the primary importers and consumers of these products.  

The quality of the products must meet consumer needs and comply with minimum food safety requirements.  

6.2. Product-specific criteria 

6.2.1. Production volume 

Senegal, Gambia, and Mauritania are the main producers of this product.  In 2022, total production was 
estimated at nearly 38 659 tonnes. In Senegal, domestic consumption of the product is estimated at 8 319.49 
tonnes, representing 53.8 percent of national production. 

6.2.2. Markets 

There is strong demand on the African market for artisanal processed products. Trade volumes between 
subregional countries are substantial. In 2022, Senegal exported 7 144.49 tonnes of braised or boiled, dried 
fish (salted or unsalted) by the name of “ketiakh”, with an estimated commercial value of nearly 3.69 billion 
CFA francs. The primary destinations included Burkina Faso, Mali, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea (Conakry),  
Guinea-Bissau, Ghana, Benin, and Togo. In Burkina Faso, imports of “ketiakh” from Senegal were estimated 
at 500 million CFA francs in 2020 – a 3 percent increase compared to 2019. 

However, within the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) framework, the absence of a regional 
standard for braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted) could adversely affect its trade. It is important to 
note that food importers and consumers in this region increasingly seek out products that comply with Codex 
standards. 

Therefore, the proposed new activity should facilitate the development of a regionally recognized standard that 
would strengthen regional trade and meet the requirements of both importers and consumers.   

6.2.3. Diversity of legislation 

There is currently no harmonized regional legislation for this specific type of foodstuff. Neither is there a 
recognized regional or international standard for the quality of braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted) 
“ketiakh” derived from species such as round and flat sardinella, bonga chad, mackerel, horse mackerel, and 
small tunas (skipjack and frigate tuna). 

Developing a regional standard will contribute to harmonizing legislative and regulatory frameworks at the 
regional level, which would help protect consumers and facilitate regional trade in this product.  

6.2.4. The product’s suitability for standardization 

International standards for processed fishery products have already been developed, including Codex 
Standard CXS 311-2013 for smoked, smoke-flavoured and smoke-dried fish, Codex Standard CXS 167-1989 
for salted fish and dried salted fish of the Gadidae family and the CXS 236-2003 standard on boiled, salted, 
and dried anchovies. 

To date, there is no regional or international standard for braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted), 
which differs from the products covered by the aforementioned Codex standards because of its production 
process (braised or boiled).  

Developing a specific regional standard for this type of product in Africa would ensure consistency in product 
characteristics and provide a reliable foundation for promoting regional trade. 

7. RELEVANCE TO CODEX STRATEGIC GOALS 

The development of a Codex regional standard for braised or boiled, dried fish (salted or unsalted) is consistent 
with the Codex Strategic Plan 2020–2025, which aims to promote the integration of Codex standards into 
national legislation and to facilitate regional trade. 

It is based on the guidelines of the Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual for the development of regional 
standards. 

The Codex Procedural Manual stipulates that the adoption of a regional standard is justified when the product 
in question: 

 Represents a major interest for intraregional trade and is subject to significant cross-border 
exchanges; 
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 Requires regulatory harmonization to ensure the food safety and quality of the product on both local 
and international markets; 

 Is not yet adequately covered by existing Codex standards, which could hinder trade flows. 

The manual also stresses that regional standards are essential when local specificities require a tailored 
approach (Codex Procedural Manual – Section on Development of Regional Standards). 

The inclusion of a risk analysis based on scientific data will ensure compliance with Codex standards on food 

safety (Codex Procedural Manual – Food Safety Risk Analysis). 

The development of this standard will contribute to achieving the following goals: 

2.2 Promote the submission and use of globally representative data in developing and reviewing Codex 
standards (Strategic Goal 2: Develop standards based on science and Codex risk-analysis principles); 

3.3 Recognize and promote the use and impact of Codex standards (Strategic Goal 3: Increase impact through 
the recognition and use of Codex standards); 

4.2: Facilitate the participation of all Codex Members throughout the standard-setting process (Strategic 
Goal 4: Facilitate member participation). 

8. PROPOSED WORK SCHEDULE 

Subject to the approval of this new work by CAC48, CCAFRICA is expected to require two or three sessions 

for its completion. 

.  
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APPENDIX V 

CCAFRICA25 SATISFACTION SURVEY ON REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 

(For information only) 

 

The survey received 15 responses from 15 Members in the region. Original language only. 
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What other communication tools would increase accessibility? 

The above are enough 

The existing are currently favourable 

Page CCAFRICA plus dynamique 

Téléphone, Internet 

LinkedIn 

National Codex Websites 

Codex website 

Newsletter 

Applications mobiles 

N/A 

None at the moment. 

Tik tok 

Brochures and flyers, short video messages (other digital tools) 

Message personnalisé 

Codex website 
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Please provide any additional suggestions on how to further improve the timeliness, accessibility 
and quality of Codex regional communications. 

There is need to send communication on time in order to give members more time to prepare 

Mise a jour des points focaux; Privilegier les courriers par mail; Meilleure animation de la page CCAFRICA, 

Stabilité de la Connexion car la plupart de fois les connexions instables bloquent les communications 

RAS 

N/A 

Amélioration de la qualité des communications régionales: Renforcement des capacités des points de 
contact sur l'utilisation des outils de communication du Codex Alimentarius (ORS, OCS et EWGs); 

Amélioration de l'actualité et de l'accessibilité: Formation des acteurs régionaux sur la compréhension et 
l’application des normes codex; Mener régulièrement des enquêtes de satisfaction auprès des membres 
et observateurs. 

Codex should have two communication channels (a communication line on technical working groups and 
another specific to urgent, important, and more general Codex-related communication) 

The tools available are sufficient. Timeliness, accessibility and quality will not be improved by the 
commitment of the coordinators' office. 

Assistance to upcoming members highly recommended 

Anticiper la communication Message de rappel 
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