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AMENDMENTS TO THE CODEX PROCEDURAL MANUAL 

 

Thirtieth edition of the Codex Procedural Manual 

1. The 30th edition of the Procedural Manual has been issued in Chinese, English, French and Spanish; the 
Arabic and Russian versions will be issued by the end of September 2025.  

2. The 30th edition reflects the updates approved by CAC47. 

3. Editorial changes by the Codex Secretariat are compiled in Appendix III, Part 1. 

Thirty-first edition of the Codex Procedural Manual 

4. The 34th Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP34)2  agreed to forward for 
adoption at CAC48 amendments to the following sections of the Codex Procedural Manual:  

 Section 2.1: Procedures for the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts; 

 Section 3: Guidelines for subsidiary bodies; 

 Section 3.4: Criteria and procedural guidelines for Codex committees and ad hoc intergovernmental 
task forces working by correspondence; 

 Section 7.2: Principles concerning the participation of international non-governmental organizations in 
the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission; and  

 Sections 2.1, 2.11, 6.1 and 7.2, where superseded text was identified. 

The proposed amendments from CCGP 34 are compiled in Appendix I. 

5. The 56th Session of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR56)3 agreed to forward for 
adoption at CAC48 amendments to Section 4.8: Risk analysis principles applied by the Codex 
Committee on Pesticide Residues. These proposed amendments are compiled in Appendix II.   

6. Editorial changes planned by the Codex Secretariat for the 31st edition are compiled in Appendix III, Part 
2. 

Recommendation 

7. CAC48 is invited to  

i. adopt the amendments, as presented in Appendix I and II;  

ii. note the planned editorial changes to the 31st edition by the Codex Secretariat, as described 
in Appendix III, Part 2.  

                                                      

1 This revision includes: updated status of the language versions of the 30th edition (paragraph 1); proposed 
amendments for the 31st edition arising from CCPR56 (paragraph 5 and Appendix II); and editorial changes undertaken 
by the Codex Secretariat for the 30th edition and planned for the 31st edition (paragraph 6 and Appendix III).  

2 REP25/GP 

3 REP25/PR56 
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APPENDIX I 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CODEX PROCEDURAL MANUAL BY CCGP34 

The proposed amendments to the Codex Procedural Manual have been transcribed from Appendices II 
through VI in the report of CCGP34.4 For ease of use, the proposed amendments are presented based on 
their order of appearance in the Codex Procedural Manual, not in the order the documents were presented to 
CCGP34.  

The following list provides the parameters of where the proposed amendments are located within the Codex 
Procedural Manual and the corresponding appendix within the CCGP34 report:   

A1 paragraphs 8 and 12 and Part 7 of Section 2.1, concerning corrections, amendments and revisions 
of Codex standards and related texts (REP25/GP Appendix IV);    

A2 Sections 3.1–3.3, concerning “Guidelines for subsidiary bodies” (REP25/GP Appendix II); 

A3 Section 3.4: Criteria and procedural guidelines for Codex committees and ad hoc intergovernmental 
task forces working by correspondence (REP25/GP Appendix VI); 

A4 Section 7.2: Principles concerning the participation of international non-governmental organizations 
in the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (REP25/GP Appendix V); and  

A5 Sections 2.1, 2.11, 6.1 and 7.2, where superseded text was identified (REP25/GP Appendix III).     

The proposed amendments are identified by underlining insertions and striking-through deletions, any 
additional notes are represented in ALL CAPS while, for brevity, ellipses … replace text where no 
amendments are proposed. Changes to paragraph numbers resulting from adoption will be reflected in the 
31st edition of the Codex Procedural Manual. In some cases, this is also reflected in the proposed 
amendments. Only proposed new subtitles or footnotes – or those that are pre-existing that are directly 
impacted by any proposed amendments – have been transcribed, otherwise they have been omitted. Where 
a footnote or footnote number is updated resulting from adoption, the updated number will be reflected in the 
31st edition of the Codex Procedural Manual.  

If greater context is needed for a particular amendment, consult the appropriate appendix in the CCGP34 
report, or the 30th edition of the Codex Procedural Manual.   

A1. Proposed amendments to paragraphs 8 and 12 and Part 7 of Section 2.1 concerning corrections, 
amendments and revisions of Codex standards and related texts (CCGP34 Appendix IV) 

8.  It will be for the Commission itself to keep under review the amendment and revision of Codex 
standards. The procedure for amendment or revision should, mutatis mutandis, be that laid 
down for the elaboration of Codex standards, except that the Commission may decide to omit 
any other step or steps of that procedure where, in its opinion, an amendment proposed by a 
the Codex committee subsidiary body concerned, or the Codex Secretariat or Member of the 
Commission where the subsidiary body concerned is abolished or dissolved or has been 
adjourned sine die is either of an editorial nature or of a substantive nature but consequential to 
provisions in similar standards adopted by the Commission at Step 8, as further outlined in Part 
7 Guide to the procedure for the correction, amendment and revision of Codex standards and 
related texts. 

Proposals to undertake new work or to amend or revise a standard 

12. Prior to approval for development, each proposal for new work or amendment or revision (as 
appropriate, see Part 7) of a standard shall be accompanied by a project document, prepared 
by the Committee or Member proposing new work or amendment or revision of a standard 
detailing: … 

Part 7 Guide to the procedure for the correction, amendment and revision of Codex standards 
and related texts 

24.  The procedure for amending or revising a Codex standard is laid down in paragraph 8 of the 
introduction to Section 2.1: Procedures for the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts. 
This guide provides more detailed guidance on the existing procedure for the amendment and 
revision of Codex standards and related texts.  

                                                      

4 REP25/GP 
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25.  MOVED TO PARAGRAPH 29 

NEW PARAGRAPH INSERTED 

For the purpose of this guide, correction of a Codex standard or related text means fixing any 
editorial or typographical errors including: 

 incorrect spelling;  

 incorrect bold or italics; 

 other incorrect formatting of text; 

 an incorrect or incomplete transcription; 

 an incorrectly numbered or located footnote; and/or  

 errors in translation. 

A corrigendum for all corrections should be included in the standard or related text and the  
Commission and relevant subsidiary body notified accordingly. 

26.  For the purpose of this guide, the aAmendment of a Codex standard or related text means: any 
addition, change or deletion of text or numerical values in a Codex standard or related text, may 
be editorial or substantive, and concerns one or a limited number of articles in the Codex text. 
In particular, amendments of an editorial nature may include but are not limited to: a) correction 
of an error;  

 editorial changes that are not corrections, as defined in paragraph 25;  

  b) insertion of an explanatory footnote; and c) 

 updating of references consequential to the adoption, amendment or revision of Codex 

standards and other texts of general applicability, including the provisions in the Codex 

Procedural Manual;  

 alignment of provisions, for consistency, to those in similar standards or related texts adopted 

by the Commission including replacement of content with a reference to another Codex text 

(a consequential amendment);  

 updating of methods of analysis and sampling; and/or  

 may include any other addition, change or deletion of text or numerical values in one or a 

limited number of provisions following due consideration and agreement by the relevant 

subsidiary body and adoption by the Commission. 

An explanation for the amendment should be included in the standard. 

27.  Finalization or updating of methods of analysis and sampling as well as alignment of provisions, 
for consistency, to those in similar standards or related texts adopted by the Commission may 
be handled by the Commission in the same manner as amendments of an editorial nature, as 
far as the procedure described in this guide is concerned. 

2827.  For the purpose of this guide, rRevision means any changes to of a Codex standard or related 
text means a change to the scope, or changes other than those covered under “correction”, as 
defined in paragraph 25 or “amendment”, as defined above in paragraph 26. An explanation for 
the revision should be included in the standard. 

2928.  The Commission has the final authority to determine whether a proposal made constitutes an 
amendment or a revision., and in the case of an amendment, the procedure by which it is 
addressed.whether an amendment proposed is of an editorial or substantive nature Corrections, 
as described in paragraph 25, are the responsibility of the Codex Secretariat. 

29.  MOVED FROM PARAGRAPH 25 When the Commission has decided to amend or revise a 
standard, the unamended or unrevised standard will remain the applicable Codex standard until 
the amendment to the standard or the revised standard has been adopted by the Commission. 

30.  Proposals for the amendment or revision of Codex standards and related texts should be 
submitted to the Commission by the subsidiary body concerned., by the Codex Secretariat, or 
a Member of the Commission wWhere the subsidiary body concerned is not in 
existenceabolished, dissolved or has been adjourned sine die, the proposal for an amendment 
or revision should be submitted to the Commission by the Codex Secretariat or a Member of 
the Commission. In the latter case, proposals should be received by the Codex Secretariat in 
good time (not less than three months) before the session of the Commission at which they are 
to be considered. The proposal should be accompanied by a project document (see Part 2 of 



CX/CAC 25/48/2 Rev.1   4 

the elaboration procedures) unless the Executive Committee recommends and/or the 
Commission decides otherwise. However, if the amendment proposed is of an editorial nature, 
the preparation of a project document is not required.  

31(b)  In the case of an amendment proposed and agreed upon by a subsidiary body, it will also be 
open to the Commission to adopt the amendment at Step 5 or Step 8 of the uniform procedure 
(see Part 3 of the elaboration procedures). … 

32.  Where Codex subsidiary bodies have been abolished, or dissolved, or Codex committees have 
been adjourned sine die, the Codex Secretariat keeps under review all Codex standards and 
related texts elaborated by these bodies and determines the need for any corrections or 
amendments, in particular those arising from decisions of the Commission. 

 If the need for corrections is identified, then the Codex Secretariat should make the 
corrections and notify the Commission and relevant subsidiary body accordingly. 

 If the need for amendments of an editorial or consequential nature is identified, then the 
Codex Secretariat should prepare proposed amendments for consideration and adoption by 
the Commission. 

 If the need for any other amendments of a substantive nature is identified, the Codex 
Secretariat, in cooperation with the national host secretariat of the adjourned committee, if 
applicable, should prepare a working paper containing the reasons for proposing 
amendments and the wording of such amendments as appropriate, and request comments 
from Members of the Commission: a) on the need to proceed with such an amendment and 
b) on the proposed amendment itself. … 

A2. Sections 1.3 to 3.3 concerning “Guidelines for subsidiary bodies” (CCGP34 Appendix II) 

3.1 Guidelines to host governments of Codex committees, coordinating committees and ad hoc 
intergovernmental task forces 

1.  By virtue of Article 7 of the statute of the Commission and Rule XI.1(b) of its rules of procedure, 
the Commission has established a number of Codex committees and ad hoc intergovernmental 
task forces to prepare standards and related texts in accordance with Section 2.1: Procedures 
for the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts, and coordinating committees to 
exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of countries. … 

3.  Any other Member of the Commission or any Member or Associate Member of FAO or WHO 
which has not become a Member of the Commission may participate as an Observer at any 
Codex committee if it has notified the Director-General of FAO or WHO of its wish to do so. 
Such countries may participate fully in the discussions of the committee and shall be provided 
with the same opportunities as other Members to express their point-of-view (including the 
submission of memoranda comments), but without the right to vote or to move motions either of 
substance or of procedure. International organizations which have formal relations with either 
FAO or WHO, should also be invited to attend, in an observer capacity, sessions of those Codex 
committees which are of interest to them. 

5.  The host country is responsible for appointing the chairperson of the committee from among its 
own nationals. Should this person for any reason be unable to take the chair, the host country 
shall designate another person to perform the functions of the chairperson for as long as the 
chairperson is unable to do so. The chairperson may be supported by one or more co-
chairpersons and/or assistants designated by the host country.   

Host country secretariat 

7.  A Member Nation to which a Codex committee has been assigned The host country is 
responsible for providing all conference services including the secretariat; referred to herein as 
host country secretariat. The host country secretariat should have adequate administrative 
support staff able to work easily in at least one of the languages used at the session and should 
have at its disposal adequate information and communications technology tools for the session 
to function efficiently. Simultaneous interpretation, preferably simultaneous, should be provided 
from and into all of the working languages used at the session, and if the report of the session 
is to be adopted in more than one of the working languages of the committee, then translation 
services of a translator should be available to translate the report of the session into all the 
working languages of the committee. The committee secretariat and the Codex Secretariat are 
charged with the preparation of the draft report in consultation with the rapporteurs, if any. 

8.  The duties of a Codex committee shall include: 
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a)  the drawing up of a list of priorities as appropriate, among the subjects and products within 
its terms of reference; 

b) consideration of the types of safety and quality elements (or recommendations) to be covered, 
whether in standards and related texts for general application or in reference to specific food 
products; 

c)  consideration of the types of products to be covered by standards and related texts e.g. 
whether materials for further processing into food should be covered; 

d)  preparation of draft Codex standards and related texts within its terms of reference;  

e)  reporting, after each of its sessions, to each session of the Commission on the progress of 
its work and, where necessary, on any difficulties encountered, including those caused by 
its terms of reference, together with suggestions for their amendment; and … 

9.  A host country is consulted by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO before they determine 
when, and where and how a session of this the committee shall be convened. In determining 
the place of the session, consideration should be given to its accessibility.  

10.  When considering co-hosting, Tthe host country should consider arrangements for holding 
Codex sessions in developing countries. 

11.  The country, different from the host country, in which the session is held is in following herein 
referred to as “co-host country”. 

12.  The host country and co-host country should agree on financial and all other responsibilities to 
ensure that all arrangements necessary to hold a Codex session in the co-host country are 
completed in a timely manner so as to not to interfere with the time frame for the distribution of 
the official invitations to the session as mentioned in these guidelines.5 

Practical information and timelines for co-hosting arrangements can be found on the Codex website at: 
www.codexalimentarius.org. 

Co-host country co-chairpersoning 

13.  The host country may invite the co-host country to appoint an official as a co-chairperson for the 
session 

14.  Sessions of Codex committees and coordinating committees will be convened by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO in consultation with the chairperson and the host country secretariat 
of the respective Codex committee. The letter of invitation and provisional agenda shall be 
prepared by the Secretary of the Commission in consultation with the chairperson and the host 
country secretariat of the committee for issuance by the Directors-General to all Members and 
Associate Members of FAO and WHO or, in the case of coordinating committees, to the 
countries of the region or group of countries concerned., Codex contact points and interested 
international organizations in accordance with the official mailing lists of FAO and WHO. 
Chairpersons should, before finalizing the drafts, Before distribution of the invitation and 
provisional agenda, host country secretariats should, inform and consult with their national 
Codex contact point (CCP) where one has been established, and, if necessary, obtain clearance 
from the national authorities concerned (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Health, or other authorities as the case may be). The invitation and provisional 
agenda will be translated and distributed by FAO/WHO to CCPs and interested international 
organizations, in accordance with the official mailing lists of FAO and WHO, in the working 
languages of the Commission concerned committee at least four months before the date of the 
meeting session.  

15. Invitations should include the following: 

a) title of the Codex committee; 

b) time and date of opening and date of closing of the session;  

c) place of the session and, if appropriate, information on meeting arrangements; 

                                                      

5 Practical information and timelines for co-hosting arrangements can be found on the Codex website at: …*  
(*This footnote number will be updated within the Codex Procedural Manual.  
All URLs for the Codex website will be updated for the 31st edition to specific pages, based in the new website.) 
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d) working languages used at the session to be used and arrangements for interpretation, i.e. 
whether simultaneous or not;  

e) if appropriate, information on hotel accommodation; and information on entry visas; 

f) if appropriate, time and date of the working groups convened in conjunction with the session; 
and 

g) request for Codex contact points and international organizations with observer status to 
register their delegations through the specified registration system.  the names of the chief 
delegate and other members of the delegation, and for information on whether the chief 
delegate of a government will be attending as a representative or in the capacity of an 
Observer. 

16. Replies to invitations will normally be requested to be sent provided in the form of registration 
to the session to reach the chairperson as early as possible and in any case not less than 30 
days before the session. A copy should be sent also to the Secretary, CAC, Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome. It is of the utmost importance that by the date 
requested in the invitation, delegates of a reply to invitations should be sent by all those 
governments and international organizations which intend to participate are registered to the 
session. 

17. The provisional agenda should state the time, date and place of the meeting session and should 
include the following items: 

a) adoption of the agenda;  

b) if considered necessary, election the appointment of rapporteurs;  

c) items relating to subject matter to be discussed, including, where appropriate, the step in 
the Commission’s procedure for the elaboration of standards and related texts at which the 
item is being dealt with at the session. There should also be reference to the committee 
papers documents relevant to the item; … 

f) adoption of draft the report. 

18.  The work of the committee and the length of the meeting session should be so arranged as to 
leave sufficient time at the end of the session for a report of the committee’s transactions 
discussions and conclusions to be agreed adopted.  

Organization of work 

NEW PARAGRAPH The Codex Secretariat is charged with the preparation of the draft report, in 
consultation with the rapporteurs (if any), the chairperson and the host country secretariat. The 
draft report should be made available in all the working languages of the committee in sufficient 
time for consideration by the delegations. 

19.  A Codex or coordinating committee may assign request Members or international organizations 
represented at the session to accomplish specific tasks to countries, groups of countries or to 
international organizations represented at meetings of the committee and may ask Members 
and international organizations for or provide data, information or views on specific points. 

21.  A Codex or coordinating committee may not set up standing subcommittees, whether open to 
all Members of the Commission or not, without the specific approval of the Commission. 

SWAP PARAGRAPHS 22 AND 23, AS SHOWN 

Preparation of working documents  

2322.  Papers Working documents6 for a session prepared by participants and working group chairs 
must be drafted submitted in one or more of the working languages of the Commission, which 
should, if possible, be one of the languages used in the Codex committee concerned. These 
papers documents should be sent made available electronically to the chairperson of the 
committee, the host country secretariat and the Codex Secretariat with a copy to the Secretary, 
CAC, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome, in good time at least three 
months before the opening of the session to ensure translation into the working languages of 
the session to be included in the distribution of papers for the session. 

                                                      

6 See Section 5.1 for references for Codex documents. (*This footnote number will be updated when inserted into the 
Codex Procedural Manual.)   
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Preparation and Distribution of papers working documents 

2223.  Papers Working documents for a session should be made publicly available in the relevant all 
of the working languages used at the session through the Codex website at least two months 
before the opening of the session by the Codex Secretariat host secretariat in collaboration with 
the host country secretariat Codex Secretariat. 

24.  Working dDocuments circulated at a session of a Codex committee other than draft documents 
prepared at the session and ultimately issued in a final form, should subsequently receive the 
same distribution as other papers documents prepared for the committee. 

25.  Codex contact points will be responsible for ensuring that working papers documents7 are 
circulated available to those concerned within their own country and for ensuring that all 
necessary action is taken by the date specified. 

26.  Consecutive reference numbers in suitable series should be assigned to all documents of Codex 
committees. The reference number should appear at the top right-hand corner of the first page 
together with a statement an indication of the language in which the document was prepared 
and the date of its preparation. A clear statement should be made of the provenance (origin or 
author country) of the paper document immediately under the title. The text should be divided 
into numbered paragraphs. At the end of these guidelines is a series of references for Codex 
documents adopted by the Commission for its own sessions and those of its subsidiary bodies. 

NEW HEADING Conference room documents 

NEW PARAGRAPH The reports of working groups held in conjunction with a committee session will be 
published as conference room documents (CRDs). Comments, proposals or any other 
information, may be published as CRDs as soon as available and up until an established 
deadline for publication of CRDs at the session. CRDs should be publicly available through the 
Codex website.  

3.2 Guidelines on the conduct of meetings of Codex committees, coordinating committees and 
ad hoc intergovernmental task forces 

27.  By virtue of Article 7 of the statutes of the Commission and Rule XI.1(b) of its rules of procedure, 
the Commission has established a number of Codex committees and ad hoc intergovernmental 
task forces to prepare standards and related texts in accordance with Section 2.1: Procedures 
for the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts, and coordinating committees to 
exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of countries. The rules of 
procedure of the Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to Codex committees, coordinating 
committees and ad hoc intergovernmental task forces. The guidelines applying to the conduct 
of meetings of Codex committees (also referred to herein as sessions) as described in this 
section apply also to those of coordinating committees and to those of Codex ad hoc 
intergovernmental task forces.  

28.  Meetings of Codex and coordinating committees shall be held in public unless the committee 
decides otherwise. Members The host countries responsible for Codex and coordinating 
committees shall decide who should open meetings on their behalf. 

30.  Only the chief delegates heads of delegations of Members, or of Observers countries or of 
international organizations have the right to speak unless they authorize other members of their 
delegations to do so. 

31.  The representative of a regional economic integration organization Member Organization shall 
provide the chairperson of the committee, before the beginning of each session, with a written 
statement outlining where the competence lies between this the Member oOrganization and its 
Mmembers States for each item, or subparts thereof, as appropriate, of the provisional agenda 
of a session, pursuant to the declaration of competence submitted according to Rule II of the 
rules of procedure of the Commission by this Member Oorganization. In areas of shared 
("mixed") competence between this Member Oorganization and its Mmembers States, this 
statement shall make clear which party has the voting right. 

32.  Delegations from Members and delegations from Observer countries who wish their opposition 
to a decision of the committee to be recorded may do so, whether the decision has been taken 
by a vote or not, by asking for a statement of their position to be contained in the report of the 
committee. … 

                                                      

7 See Section 5.1 for references for Codex documents. 
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33. In preparing reports, the following points shall be borne in mind: 

a) Decisions should be clearly stated; action taken in regard to economic impact statements 
should be fully recorded; all decisions on draft standards and related texts should be 
accompanied by an indication of the step in the procedure that these standards and related 
texts have reached. … 

d) If the report is of any length, summaries of points agreed and the action to be taken should 
be included. at the end of the report, and In any case, a section should be included at the 
end of the report showing clearly in summary form: 

i. standards and related texts considered at the session and the steps they have reached;  

ii. standards and related texts at any step of the procedure, the consideration of which 
have been postponed or which are held in abeyance and the steps which they have 
reached; and 

iii. new standards and related texts proposed for consideration, the probable time of their 
consideration at Step 2 and the responsibility responsible party for drawing up the first 
draft. 

34. The following appendices should be attached to the report: 

a) list of participants with full postal addresses; and 

b) draft standards and related texts with an indication of the step in the procedure which has 
been reached.;  

c) new work proposals submitted by the committee to the Commission for approval; and 

d) provisions or work proposed for revocation or discontinuation. 

If relevant, information documents8 agreed upon by the committee may also be attached to the 
report. 

35. The Codex Secretariat should ensure that, as soon as possible and in any event not later than 
one month after the end of the session, the final report, as adopted in the working languages of 
the committee, is made available to all Members and Observers of the Commission on the 
Codex website. 

36. Circular letters should be issued, as required, following publication of the meeting report 
requesting comments on proposed draft standards or related texts at Steps 5, Step 8, Step 5/8 
or Step 5 (accelerated), with the indication of the date by which comments or proposed 
amendments must be received in writing, so as to allow such comments to be considered by 
the Commission. 

37. A Codex committee, in drawing up standards and related texts, should bear in mind the following: 

a) The guidance given in the general principles of the Codex Alimentarius.  

b) That all standards and related texts should have a preface containing the following 
information: 

i. the description of the standard or related text; 

ii. a brief description of the scope and purpose(s) of the standard or related text; 

iii. references including the step which the standard or related text has reached in the 
Commission’s procedures for the elaboration of standards, together with the date on 
which the draft was approved; and 

iv. matters in the draft standard or related text requiring endorsement or action by other 
Codex committees. 

c) That for standards or any related text for a product which includes a number of 
subcategories, the committee should give preference to the development of a group 
standard or a general standard or related text with specific provisions as necessary for 
subcategories (e.g. annexes).  

                                                      

8 Guidance on information documents can be found on the Codex website at: …* 
(*Not for publication: All links to the Codex website in the Codex Procedural Manual will be updated for the 31st edition to 
specific page links in the new website.This note ) 
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3.3 Guidelines to chairpersons of Codex committees, coordinating committees and ad hoc 
intergovernmental task forces 

38.  By virtue of Article 7 of the statutes of the Commission and Rule XI.1(b) of its rules of procedure, 
the Commission has established a number of Codex committees and ad hoc intergovernmental 
task forces to prepare standards and related texts in accordance with Section 2.1: Procedures 
for the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts, and coordinating committees to 
exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of countries. … 

39.  The Commission will designate a Member Nation of the Commission, which has indicated its 
willingness to accept financial and all other responsibility, as responsible for appointing a 
chairperson of the committee. Herein, The this Member Nation concerned is referred to as host 
country. The host country is responsible for appointing the chairperson of the committee from 
among its own nationals. Should this person for any reason be unable to take the chair, the 
Member Nation concerned host country shall designate another person to perform the functions 
of the chairperson for as long as the chairperson is unable to do so. The chairperson may be 
supported by one and/or more co-chairpersons or assistants designated by the host country.  

42.  The following criteria may be considered during the selection of the appointee: … 

d) to be familiar with the system of Codex, and its rules and procedures, and to have 
experience in the work of relevant international, governmental, or non-governmental 
organizations; … 

43. The cChairperson should invite observations from members of the committee concerning the 
provisional agenda and in the light of such observations formally request the committee to adopt 
the provisional agenda or the amended agenda. 

44. Meetings of Codex committees, also referred to as sessions, should be conducted in 
accordance with the rules of procedure of the Commission. Attention is particularly drawn to 
Rule VIII.7 which reads: “The provisions of Rule XII of the General Rules of FAO shall apply 
mutatis mutandis to all matters which are not specifically dealt with under Rule VIII of the present 
Rules.” 

45. Rule XII of the general rules of FAO, a copy of which will be supplied which should be made 
available to all chairpersons of Codex and coordinating committees, gives full instructions on 
the procedures to be followed in dealing with voting, points of order, adjournment and 
suspension of meetings, adjournment, and closure of discussions on a particular item, 
reconsideration of a subject already decided and the order in which amendments should be 
dealt with. 

48.  Chairpersons should use the statement submitted by the representatives of the regional 
economic integration organizations Member Organizations on the matters of respective 
competence between these Member Oorganizations and their Mmembers States in the conduct 
of meetings, including assessing of the situation with regard to the party which has the right to 
vote. 

52. When working out the means of progressing the work of a committee, the chairperson should 
consider: 

a) the need for timely progress in developing standards and related texts; 

b) the need to achieve consensus among the Members as to the content of, and justification 
for, proposed standards and related texts; and 

c) the importance of achieving consensus at all stages of the elaboration of standards and that 
draft standards and related texts should, as a matter of principle, be submitted to the 
Commission for adoption only where consensus has been achieved at the technical level. 

54.  The chairperson should also consider implementing the following measures in order to facilitate 
consensus building in the elaboration of standards at the committee stage: 

a) Ensuring that issues are thoroughly discussed at meetings of the committees concerned. 

b) Ensuring that: … 

iii. where necessary, further studies are carried out in order to clarify controversial issues, 
and where applicable, concern forms are submitted in line with the procedures set 
forth in Section 4: Risk Analysis.  

c) Ensuring that issues are thoroughly discussed at meetings of the committees concerned. 
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Facilitating increased involvement and participation of developing countries. … 

55. Where there is a deadlock in the standards development, the chairperson should consider 
acting as a facilitator or appointing a facilitator in agreement with the relevant Codex 
committee, working during a session or between sessions to work with Members to reach 
consensus. The facilitator should orally report on the activity undertaken and the outcome of 
the facilitation to the plenary. … 

 
A3. Section 3.4: Criteria and procedural guidelines for Codex committees and ad hoc 
intergovernmental task forces working by correspondence (CCGP34 Appendix VI) 

59.  Session of a CWBC: After the Commission approves the work, assigns it to the committee, and 
authorizes the committee to work by correspondence, the chairperson of the committee in 
consultation with the Codex Secretariat will determine dates for registration of Codex Members 
and Observers to participate in committee deliberations over a defined period of time that will 
constitute a “session” of the committee. The duration of the session should be of sufficient length 
to allow for deliberations on agenda items and report adoption. During a session of a CWBC, 
participants engage in formal consultations by correspondence. However, the chairperson, in 
consultation with the Codex Secretariat, may propose that a specific issue(s) be discussed by 
simultaneous virtual presence of participants if deemed necessary for the efficient conclusion of 
the item, with the agreement of the Members participating in the session of the committee. 

NEW PARAGRAPH 62 The CWBC would address only the task(s) assigned by the Commission. 

70.  It is the responsibility of the host government to ensure adequate funding for translation of 
working documents and the reports, and simultaneous interpretation as appropriate. 

73.  The guidelines to chairpersons of Codex committees, coordinating committees and ad hoc 
intergovernmental task forces apply mutatis mutandis to chairpersons of CWBCs. 

In particular, chairpersons of CWBCs should ensure that: … 

d. The reports of the CWBC clearly document where there are: i. significant points of 

difference either in relation to the content of the work or with respect to the advancement of 
a standard through the step process. … 

74.  The chairperson(s) of CWBCs may be supported by one or more co-chairpersons and/or 
assistants.  

76. Chairpersons of CWBCs should make every effort to promote consensus-based decision-
making, which may include informal discussions by using virtual technologies, and should also 
consider implementing measures as described in Section 3.3: Guidelines to chairpersons of 
Codex committees, coordinating committees and ad hoc intergovernmental task forces to 
facilitate consensus building in the elaboration of standards at the committee stage. 

85. CWBCs shall report to the Commission. As with reports of physical sessions of Codex 
committees, coordinating committees and ad hoc intergovernmental task forces, reports of 
CWBCs shall be prepared by the Codex Secretariat in consultation with the chairperson and the 
host country secretariat. 

A4. Section 7.2: Principles concerning the participation of international non-governmental 
organizations in the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CCGP34 Appendix V)  

Between paragraphs 23 and 24, it is proposed to add the following subheading:  

Relations between INGOs holding observer status with Codex  

A5. Sections 2.1, 2.11, 6.1 and 7.2, where superseded text was identified (REP25/GP Appendix III) 

Section 2.1  

6. The Commission may authorize, on the basis of two-thirds majority of votes cast, the omission 
of Steps 6 and 7, where such an omission is recommended by the Codex committee entrusted 
with the elaboration of the draft. This implies concurrent adoption at Steps 5 and 8 (commonly 
referred to as adoption at Step 5/8). … 

9.  Codex standards and related texts are published and are sent made freely accessible to 
governments … 

11. The strategic plan shall cover a six-year period, and it shall be renewed, as needed, every two 
years on a rolling basis. 
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12(i) the proposed timeline for completion of the new work, including the start date, the proposed 
date for adoption at Step 5, and the proposed date for adoption by the Commission; and the 
number of sessions foreseen to develop the standard; the time frame for developing a 
standard should not normally exceed five years. 

19b(ii) to ensure that the requirements of the endorsement procedure by the relevant committee have 
been fulfilled, where appropriate; 

Part 3 

Step 3 The proposed draft standard is sent by the Codex Secretariat to Members of the Commission 
and interested international organizations …9 

20. The Codex standard is published and issued made freely accessible to all Members and 
Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO and the international organizations concerned. 

Part 6  Subsequent procedure concerning publication and possible extension of territorial 
application of the standard 

22.  The Codex regional standard is published and issued to all Members and Associate Members 
of FAO and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned. 

23b(ii) When the relevant commodity committee is not active: When the commodity committee is not 
active (i.e. not holding physical sessions), In such cases, the proposal for conversion of a 
regional standard into a worldwide standard should preferably come through the originating 
coordinating committee, substantiated by a project document; … 

Section 2.11 

Final paragraph  Methods of analysis which have already been printed published as official 
methods of analysis in other available publications… 

Section 6.1 

3.  ReceiveAccess all Codex final texts … 

Section 7.2 

26. An organization in observer status: 

a. shall be entitled to send an Observer (without the right to vote) to sessions of the 
Commission, who may be accompanied by advisers; to receive from the Secretary of the 
Commissionaccess, in advance of the session, all working documents and discussion 
papers; to circulate to the Commission its views in writing, without abridgement; and to 
participate in discussions when invited by the Chairperson; 

b. shall be entitled to send an Observer (without the right to vote) to sessions of specified 
subsidiary bodies, who may be accompanied by advisers; to receive from the secretariats 
of the subsidiary bodiesaccess, in advance of the session, all working documents and 
discussion papers; to circulate to these bodies its views in writing, without abridgement; 
and to participate in discussions when invited by the Chairperson; 

c. may be invited by the Directors-General to participate in meetings or seminars on subjects 
organized under the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme which fall within its fields 
of interest, and if it does not so participate, it may submit its views in writing to any such 
meeting or seminar; … 

  

                                                      

9 also Part 4, Step 3 
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APPENDIX II 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CODEX PROCEDURAL MANUAL BY CCPR56 

The proposed amendments to the Codex Procedural Manual have been transcribed from Appendix II in the 
report of CCPR5610, they pertain only to Section 4.8: Risk analysis principles applied by the Codex 
Committee on Pesticide Residues.  

The proposed amendments are identified by underlining insertions and striking-through deletions. Any 
additional notes are represented in ALL CAPS while, for brevity, ellipses … replace text where no 
amendments are proposed. Pre-existing footnotes and sources have been omitted as there were no 
proposed changes to them. Only subtitles that include proposed amendments have been retained, the rest 
have been omitted.  

If greater context is needed for a particular amendment, consult Appendix II in the CCPR56 report, or the 
30th edition of the Codex Procedural Manual.   

 

165. This document: BULLETS ADDED 

 addresses the respective applications of risk analysis principles by the Codex Committee on 
Pesticide Residues (CCPR) as the risk management body and Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on 
Pesticide Residues (JMPR) as the risk assessment body; and 

 […]. 

This document should be read in conjunction with the above-mentioned section mentioned 
above.  

166. In addressing pesticide residue issues in Codex, providing advice and taking decisions on risk 
management is the responsibility of the Commission and CCPR are responsible for providing 
advice and making decisions on risk management, while JMPR is responsible for conducting 
risk assessments is the responsibility of JMPR.   

167. The MRL-setting process begins with a Member or Observer nominating a pesticide for 
evaluation by JMPR. In considering the nomination, CCPR, in consultation with the JMPR 
Secretariat joint secretaries, may then prioritize and schedule the pesticide for evaluation.   

168. The WHO Core Assessment Group considers available data encompassing a wide range of 
toxicological endpoints with the aim of estimating to estimate an acceptable daily intake (ADI) 
and an acute reference dose (ARfD) where necessary and if sufficient data are available.  

169. The FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Residues in Food and the Environment considers data 
on registered use patterns, residue fate of residues, animal and plant metabolism, analytical 
methodology, and residue data derived from supervised residue trials in order to propose 
residue definitions and maximum residues levels for the pesticides in food and feed.   

170. The JMPR risk assessment includes the estimation of both estimating short-term (single-day) 
and long-term dietary exposures and their comparison comparing them with the relevant 
toxicological benchmarks. ....  

171. CCPR considers JMPR's the recommendations of JMPR in light of the information provided in 
the relevant JMPR reports and monographs. …   

172. CCPR and JMPR should ensure that their respective contributions to the risk analysis process 
result in scientifically based outputs that are scientifically based, fully transparent, thoroughly 
documented, and available to Members in a timely manner to Members.  

175. When referring to pesticides to JMPR, CCPR may also refer a range of risk management 
options, with a view to obtaining JMPR’s guidance on the attendant risks and the likely risk 
reductions associated with each option. CCPR shall request JMPR to review any risk 
assessment policies, methods, and guidelines being considered by CCPR for assessing MRLs 
for pesticides.  

176. When establishing its standards, CCPR shall clearly state when it applies any considerations 
based on other legitimate factors relevant for the health protection of consumers and for the 

                                                      

10 REP25/PR-Appendix II 
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promotion of fair practices in food trade, in addition to JMPR’s risk assessment and 
recommended MRLs, and specify its reasons for doing so.  

179. The JMPR Secretariat shall consider whether these minimum data requirements have been 
met when preparing the provisional agenda for JMPR meetings of JMPR.  

180. … The results of farm animal feeding studies and residues in animal feed also serve also as a 
primary source of information for estimating maximum residue levels in foods of animal origin.  

181. If no adequate studies are available, no MRLs will be established for foods of animal origin. 
MRLs for feeds (and the primary crops) should not be established in the absence of animal 
transfer data. Where the exposure of livestock exposure to pesticides through feeds leads to 
residues at the limit of quantification (LOQ), MRLs at the LOQ must be established for foods of 
animal origin. … 

182. If the recommended MRLs or limits for foods of animal origin resulting from direct treatment of 
the animal and residues from animal feed do not agree, the higher recommendation will 
prevail regardless of whether they are recommended by JMPR or the Joint Expert Committee 
on Food Additives (JECFA).  

185. For the regulation and monitoring of residues of fat-soluble pesticides in milk, where CXLs 
have been established for both whole milk and milk fat, whole milk should be analysed, and 
the result should be compared with the CXLs for whole milk.  

186. MRLs for spices can be established on the basis of based on monitoring data in accordance 
with the guidelines established by JMPR.   

189. Guidance by CCPR to facilitate the establishment of MRLs for pesticides for minor crops by 
CCPR is provided in Annex D.  

190. The EMRL refers to a pesticide residue or a contaminant arising from environmental sources 
due to former agricultural uses, not from the use of the pesticide directly or indirectly on the 
food or feed. …  

191. Pesticides for which EMRLs are most likely to be needed are persistent in the environment for 
a relatively long period after uses has been discontinued and are expected to occur in foods or 
feeds at levels of sufficient concern to warrant monitoring.  

192. All relevant and geographically representative monitoring data (including nil-residue results) 
are required to make reasonable estimates to cover international trade. JMPR has developed 
a standard format for reporting pesticide residues monitoring data.  

194. Because residues gradually decrease, CCPR evaluates the existing EMRL, if possible, every 
five years, if possible, the existing EMRL, based on the reassessments of JMPR.  

195. JMPR consists of the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Residues in Food and the 
Environment and the WHO Core Assessment Group. It is an independent scientific expert 
body convened by both Directors-General of FAO and WHO, according to the rules of both 
organizations. It is, charged with the task of providing scientific advice on pesticide residues.  

196. … JMPR proposes MRLs based on residue data from GAP/registered uses or, in specific 
cases, such as EMRL and MRL for spices, based on monitoring data.  

197. JMPR provides CCPR with science-based risk assessments that include the four components 
of risk assessment as defined by the Commission, namely hazard identification, hazard 
characterization, exposure assessment, and risk characterization, that can serve as the basis 
for CCPR’s discussions.  

198. JMPR should identify and communicate to CCPR in its assessments any information on the 
applicability and any constraints of the risk assessment in regard to regarding the general 
population and to particular subpopulations, and shall, as far as possible, identify potential 
risks to populations of potentially enhanced vulnerability (e.g. children).  

199. JMPR communicates to CCPR possible sources of uncertainties in the exposure assessment 
and/or in the pesticide's hazard characterization of the pesticide that, if resolved, would allow a 
refinement of the risk assessment.  

200. … JMPR must strive to base its exposure assessment and, hence, the dietary risk 
assessments on global data, including that from developing countries. In addition to the global 
environment monitoring system (GEMS)/Food) data, consumption monitoring data and 
exposure studies may be used. The GEMS/Food diets are used to assess the risk of chronic 
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exposure. The acute exposure calculations are based on the available high percentile 
consumption data provided by Members and compiled by GEMS/Food.  

201. In undertaking dietary exposure risk assessments to assist CCPR, JMPR uses the WHO and 
FAO guidance documents to undertake dietary exposure risk assessments to assist CCPR. 

For dietary intake purposes, JMPR recommends supervised trial median residues (STMRs) 
and highest residues (HRs) for dietary intake purposes.  

202. JMPR establishes the ADI and calculates the international estimated daily intake (IEDI). JMPR 
also establishes ARfDs, where appropriate, and indicates cases where an ARfD is not 
necessary unnecessary. Where an ARfD is set, JMPR calculates the international estimate of 
short-term intake (IESTI) for the general population and for children (under six years old), 
following a procedure described by JMPR.   

204. Where the IESTI exceeds the ARfD for a pesticide/food combination, the JMPR report should 
describe the particular situation that gives rise to that acute intake concern. JMPR shall 
indicate the possibilities to refine possibility of refining the IESTI.   

205. If either IESTI exceeds the ARfD or IEDI exceeds ADI, JMPR indicates that the provision of 
additional data would be necessary to refine these calculations. Members/Observers have the 
opportunity to supply the new data and shall commit to provide them providing it in accordance 
with the four-year rule.   

206. In these cases, the four-year rule is applied when insufficient data have been submitted to set 
a new CXL. Members/Observers may provide a commitment to JMPR and CCPR to provide 
the necessary data for evaluation within four years. …  

207. The estimate of the Estimating short-term dietary intake requires substantial food consumption 
data that are, which are currently are only sparsely available. Governments are urged to 
generate relevant consumption data and to submit these data it to WHO.  

209. CCPR shall base its risk management recommendations to the Commission on JMPR’s risk 
assessments of the respective pesticides, considering, where appropriate, other legitimate 
factorsii relevant for to consumer health protection of consumers and for the promotion of fair 
practices in food trade.  

210. In cases where JMPR has performed a risk assessment and CCPR or the Commission 
determines that additional scientific guidance is necessary, CCPR or the Commission may 
make a specific specifically request to that JMPR to provide further scientific guidance 
necessary for a risk management decision.  

213. CCPR shall base its recommendations on the GEMS/Food diets used to identify consumption 
patterns. The GEMS/Food diets are used to and assess the risk of chronic exposure. The 
acute exposure calculations are not based on those diets, but on available consumption data 
provided by Members and compiled by GEMS/Food.  

214. If no validated methods of analysis are available for enforcing an MRL for a specific pesticide, 
no MRL will be established by CCPR will not establish one.  

216. CCPR submits the schedules and priority lists of pesticides for JMPR evaluation to the 
Commission for approval each year, as new work, and requests the re-establishment of the 
electronic working group (EWG) on priorities.   

217. The EWG on priorities is tasked with preparing a schedule of pesticides for JMPR (evaluations 
for the following year) for the consideration of by CCPR and the maintenance of maintaining a 
priority list of pesticides for future scheduling by CCPR.  

218. The schedules and priority lists are provided in the following tables: … 

c. Table 2B – Periodic review list (pesticides that have been were last evaluated 15 years ago 
or more, but not yet scheduled or listed, 15-year rule). … 

219. Each year, the Codex Secretariat issues an invitation letter, one month after the Commission, 
seeking applications for membership of the EWG on priorities.   

220. In early September of each year At least six months prior to the next session of CCPR, the 
EWG Chair will issue a message broadcast email to Members/Observers of the EWG 
requesting nominations for:  … 

d. periodic reviews of pesticides for which there are concerns, including public health.   
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221. Nominations for new pesticides and new uses of pesticides previously reviewed by JMPR are 
submitted by Members/Observers to the EWG Chair and the JMPR Joint Secretariat using the 
form in the FAO Manual.  

223. Nominations for other evaluations and periodic reviews should be submitted, on the concern 
forms Annex A and Annex B, respectively, with accompanying scientific data addressing the 
relevant concern. For periodic reviews, the request should also provide information on the 
most recent evaluation, ADI, and ARfD.  

224. Nominations complying with the requirements are incorporated into a list, prioritized, and 
scheduled according to the criteria specified below:  

a. Those received within at least two months of the request for nominations by 30 November 
are incorporated into the draft agenda paper, which is then distributed as a circular letter at 
least four months prior to the next session of CCPR in early January.  

b. Members and Observers are allowed two months from the date of distribution date to 
provide comments to the EWG Chair and JMPR Joint Secretariat.  

c. On the basis of Based on comments received in response to the circular letter, the EWG 
Chair incorporates the new nominations into the schedule and priority lists and prepares an 
agenda paper for CCPR. The schedule seeks to provide a balance new pesticides, new 
uses, other evaluations, and periodic reviews.  

d. Following plenary discussions on MRL recommendations, the EWG Chair revises the 
schedule and priority list, which is then presented as a conference room document (CRD) 
for CCPR’s consideration. To cover the possibility that a Member / or Observer cannot 
meet the JMPR data call-in deadline for new pesticide evaluations, CCPR will include 
reserve pesticides. … 

225. Before a nomination is accepted, the following requirements must be met: …  

e. the pesticide has not been already been accepted for consideration; and … 

227. In order for For CCPR to schedule a pesticide for JMPR evaluation in the following year:  

a. it must be registered for use in a Member Nation and formulation labels made available by 
the time of the JMPR “data call-in”; and … 

229. When prioritizing new use evaluations, the EWG on priorities will consider the following 
criteria:   

a. the date the request was received; and … 

231. Pesticides previously evaluated by JMPR may be listed for further toxicological and/or residue 
evaluations by JMPR as a result of requests from CCPR or Members when:   

a. a Member seeks to obtain a revised MRL for one or more foods or feeds; for example, 
based on the basis of alternative GAP; … 

c. new toxicological data becomes available to indicate a significant change in thn the ADI or 
ARfD; …   

236. Pesticides listed in Table 2B should be considered for scheduling for periodic review when 
concerns, including public health concerns, are identified and nominated for inclusion in Table 
2A. …  

237. Pesticides listed in Table 2B may be nominated for inclusion in Table 2A and thus considered 
for scheduling for periodic review on the basis of based on the availability of data necessary 
for the review. The nominating Member should submit an inventory and brief explanation of 
the relevant toxicological and residue data package for consideration by the JMPR 
Secretariat/EWG on priorities. The Member should inform the EWG on priorities, whether all or 
some CXLs will be supported, and should specify each supported and unsupported CXL.  

238. Pesticides listed in Table 2B, for which no periodic review has been undertaken for 25 years, 
will be brought to the attention of CCPR with a view to transfer to Table 2A and subsequent 
scheduling.  

239. Pesticides which have been the subject of a periodic review during the previous 15 years, and 
thus are not listed in Table 2B, may be considered for transferring to Table 2A, where a 
concern form in Annex B and accompanying scientific information, upon review, demonstrates 
a public health concern.  
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244. The commitment of Members/Observers to provide data for the periodic review should be 
addressed to the Chair of the EWG on priorities and the JMPR Joint Secretariat according to 
the FAO Manual and the considerations of JMPR on pesticides no longer supported by the 
original sponsor.   

Utilization of the an accelerated procedure approach for the elaboration of MRLs (Step 5/8-
procedure)  

246. In order to accelerate the adoption of a proposed MRL, CCPR can recommend to the 
Commission to omit Steps 6 and 7 and adopt the proposed MRL at Step 8. This procedure is 
called approach is referred to as “adoption at Step 5/8 procedure”. The preconditions for the 
utilization of adoption at Step 5/8 procedure are: … 

b. the JMPR report is available electronically by early February, at least four months prior to 
the next session of CCPR; and …  

247. If a delegation has a concern with advancing a given MRL, a concern form in Annex A must be 
submitted following the procedure described in the Procedure for submitting concerns and 
clarifications, later in this section, at least one month before the CCPR session.  

248. If that concern is addressed at the CCPR session and the JMPR position remains unchanged, 
CCPR will decide if the MRL will be advanced to Step 5/8 -procedure.  

249. If the concern cannot be addressed at the CCPR session, the MRL will be advanced to Step 5 
at the CCPR session, and the concern will be addressed by JMPR according to the procedure 
described in paragraphs 255–260: Procedure for submitting concerns and clarifications. Any 
other draft MRLs for the pesticide, satisfying the above conditions, should be advanced to 
Step 5/8 -procedure.  

251. If either IEDI exceeds ADI or IESTI exceeds ARfD in one or more cluster diets, or the ARfD is 
exceeded in one or more foods or feeds, the accelerated procedure approach shall not be 
applied, and the procedure described in paragraphs 200–207: Dietary intake applies.  

255. If Members intend to express concerns with advancement of an MRL or the evaluation of a 
pesticide, they should complete and submit the concern form in Annex A to the Codex and the 
JMPR Secretariat Secretaries accompanied by scientific data at least one month before the 
CCPR session.   

261. If Members intend to express a public health concern on a previously evaluated pesticide for 
prioritization, they should complete and submit the form in Annex B along with the 
accompanying relevant scientific information substantiating the concern to the Chair of EWG 
on priorities and the JMPR Secretariat Secretaries, in accordance with paragraph 215: 
Selection of pesticides for JMPR evaluation based on their potential higher concern regarding 
public health.  
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APPENDIX III 

 

EDITORIAL CHANGES TO THE CODEX PROCEDURAL MANUAL BY THE CODEX SECRETARIAT 

PART 1: Completed editorial changes to the 30th edition  

For transparency, the Codex Secretariat is providing CAC48 with a summary of the editorial changes made to 
the 30th edition of the Codex Procedural Manual. This list was presented in greater detail to CCGP34 for 
review.11 

- Terminology was clarified by harmonizing inconsistent references to the Codex Secretariat, the 
Codex Procedural Manual, the Codex Alimentarius Commission, and the Secretary of the 
Commission.  

- Inconsistencies in text throughout the publication were addressed, such as harmonizing the use of 
committee initialisms, removing “the” from before initialisms such as JECFA, consistent references to 
Codex standards. 

- Capitalization and spelling corrections were made as needed.  
- Sub-sections were numbered for ease of use and cross references were updated to reflect this. 
- The table of contents was updated reflect only the first and second level headings of all sections.  
- The summary tables of contents that precede each section were updated to be more consistent with 

each other, and some corrections were made.  
- The list of abbreviations was updated to be more accurate; adding and removing terms and re-

ordering as needed. 
- In Section 5, the alphabetical order of committees was corrected 
- Five missing or incorrectly referenced sources were added or corrected in the endnotes.  

PART 2: Planned editorial changes and corrections to the 31st edition 

For transparency, the Codex Secretariat is providing CAC48 with a summary list of planned editorial changes 
to be made to the 31st edition of the Codex Procedural Manual. These include changes consequential to those 
proposed by CCGP34, subsequent to their adoption by CAC48, and refinements to layout and language with 
the objective of providing greater clarity and access to the content. A partial list was prepared for CCGP34, 
and the following is a more exhaustive overview.  

- Updates consequential to the amendments proposed by CCGP34:  
o Review and update as needed paragraph numbers as some paragraphs are proposed for 

addition or deletion. 
o Review and update as needed the terminology related to revisions, amendments and 

corrections to Codex standards and related texts, as described in Section 2.1, Part 7. 
o Update any cross references to sections where the heading has been updated, such as 

section 3.1. 
o Ensure the rules established in the 30th edtition for abbrevations are followed, based on the 

insertion (or deletion) of new text.  
- Formatting: 

o Add paragraph numbers to Section 2.11.  
o The lists of terms of reference for each committee, in Section 5, shall be re-numbered using 

Arabic numbers to reduce confusion between the notes in those tables and the numbered 
lists.    

- Improvements for clarity:  
o The reference to “Member governments” in Section 4, paragraph 127 will be updated to 

simply Members to harmonize references to Members.  
o Where possible, Codex standards, or texts are referred to as “standards and related texts” 

for consistency in terminlogy. 
o The last annex in Section 4.8, currently referred to only as Annex shall be labelled Annex 

D.1 to avoid confusion; it is an annex to Annex D. 
o All annexes shall be added to the table of contents for easier navigation.  
o Update the source and notation for the Principles and methods for the risk assessment of 

chemicals in food (Environmental Health Criteria 240) to match all other referenced 
materials. 

 

                                                      

11 CX/GP 25/34/5, Appendix II 

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/hu/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-716-34%252FWorking%2BDocuments%252FGP34_05e.pdf
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The following corrections will be made to the 31st edition of the Codex Procedural Manual: 

- Terms such as Observer, Observer status and coordinating committees to be capitalized (or made 
lowercase) as needed to ensure consistency within the document and adhere to FAO house style.  

- In Section 2, at paragraph 55, the committees shall be reorganized by alphabetical order according 
to FAO house style.  

- In Section 7, at paragraph 17, the reference to “a)” shall be corrected to “16(c)(i)”. This error was 
identified by Thailand through conference room document GP34/CRD06 at CCGP34. 
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