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The report of the Seventeenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems will be considered by the 32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Rome, 
Italy, 29 June - 4 July 2009). 

 

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 32ND SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

Proposed Draft Generic Model Official Certificate (Annex to the Guidelines for Design,  
Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates - CAC/GL 38-2001) (N08-2008) advanced to 
Steps 5/8 of the Codex Procedure, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7 (ALINORM 09/32/30, Appendix 
II). See also para. 65 of this report. 

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above document should do 
so in writing, preferably by e-mail, to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food 
Standards Programme, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy (e-mail: codex@fao.org, 
telefax : +39 06 57054593), not later than 31 March 2009. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Seventeenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems reached the following conclusions: 

Matters for Adoption / Approval by the 32nd Session of the Commission and for Critical Review by the 
62nd Session of the Executive Committee 

Proposed draft Standards and Related Texts at Step 8 and 5/8 of the Uniform Procedure 

The Committee agreed to forward to the Commission for final adoption: 

- the proposed draft Generic Model Official Certificate (Annex to the Guidelines for Design, Production, 
Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates - CAC/GL 38-2001) (N08-2008) (see para. 65 and 
Appendix II). 

New Work 

The Committee agreed to forward to the Commission, through the Executive Committee, for approval as 
new work:  

- a project document on the development of Principles and Guidelines for National Food Control Systems 
(see para. 71 and Appendix III). 

Other Matters for action and/or information by the 32nd Session of the Commission and the 
62nd Session of the Executive Committee 

The Committee agreed: 

Strategic Plan 2008-2013 – Activity 3.2 

- that there was no need to develop specific decision-making and priority-setting criteria for the CCFICS 
(see para. 8); 

Others 

- to return the proposed draft principles and guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign On-site Audits and 
Inspections (N07-2008) to Step 2 for redrafting, circulation for comments at Step 3 and further 
consideration at Step 4 at the next Session of the CCFICS (see para. 37); 

- to recommend to the Commission to request the Codex Committees on Fish and Fishery Products and on 
Milk and Milk Products to consider revising the Model Certificate for Fish and Fishery Products 
(CAC/GL 48-2004) and Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products (CAC/GL 67-2008) to 
ensure consistency with the Generic Model Official Certificate, when adopted (see para. 65); 

- to recommended to the Commission to request the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees to discuss 
whether there was a need for further guidance on traceability/product tracing (see para. 74). 

Physical Working Groups 

- to establish a physical working group to prepare revised proposed draft principles and guidelines for the 
Conduct of Foreign On-site Audits and Inspections (see para. 36); 

- to establish a physical working group to prepare proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for National 
Food Control Systems, subject to the approval of new work by the Commission (see para. 71); 

- to discontinue consideration of the discussion paper on intentional contamination of foods (see para. 80). 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS) 
held its 17th Session in Cebu, Philippines, from 24 to 28 November 2008, at the kind invitation of the 
Government of the Philippines, in cooperation with the Government of Australia. Mr Gregory Read, 
Executive Manager, Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, chaired the Session. The Session was attended by 165 delegates from 
59 Member countries and 1 Member organization and 7 international governmental and non-governmental 
organizations. The list of participants, including the Secretariat, is given in Appendix I to this report. 

2. Dr Preceles H. Manzo, Assistant Secretary, Department of Agriculture, addressed the Session on 
behalf of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and Attorney Arthur C. Yap, Secretary, Department of 
Agriculture of the Philippines. He welcomed the participants to Cebu and stressed that participation in Codex 
had brought tangible benefits to the Philippines by strengthening their capacity to adopt risk-based 
approaches to food control and by reducing the complexity of complying with food safety requirements of 
importing countries. He welcomed the opportunity to co-host the CCFICS in the Philippines as this would 
allow more nationals to witness how Codex works and to share views and issues of common concern with 
international colleagues. 

Division of Competence 

3. The Committee noted the division of competence between the European Community and its Member 
States, according to paragraph 5, Rule II of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
as presented in CRD 1. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

4. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the Session and agreed to discuss 
Item 5 prior to Item 4 and to discuss Item 6 after Items 7 and 8.  

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, OTHER CODEX 
COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(Agenda Item 2)2 

5. The Committee noted matters referred by the 31st Session of the Commission concerning the work of 
the CCFICS, in particular the adoption at Steps 5/8 of the Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of 
Equivalence of Sanitary Measures and the approval of new work for the elaboration of Principles and 
Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign On-site Audits and Inspection (N07-2008) and an Annex to the 
Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001): 
Generic Model Health Certificate (N08-2008).   

6. The Committee was informed that the 60th Session of the Executive Committee had agreed 
“Guidelines for the Establishment of Work Priorities applicable to Commodities” as further guidance to the 
Executive Committee when performing the critical review3 and that the 61st Session of the Executive 
Committee had made recommendations on the length and content of session reports4, which had been 
endorsed by the 31st Session of the Commission5. 

Strategic Plan 2008-2013 – Activity 3.3 

7. The Committee noted that in the Codex Strategic Plan 2008-2013 the CCFICS was among the 
committees responsible for the implementation of Activity 3.3 “Develop committee-specific decision-
making and priority-setting criteria”.  

                                                 
1  CX/FICS 08/17/1 
2  CX/FICS 08/17/2; CRD 2 (Comments of Colombia, European Community and Kenya) 
3  ALINORM 08/31/3, paras 4-9 and Appendix II 
4  ALINORM 08/31/3A, para. 26 
5  ALINORM 08/31/REP, para. 9 
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8. The Committee considered that the General Criterion and the “Criteria applicable to general 
subjects”6, adopted by the 28th Session of the Commission, were adequate and allowed the CCFICS to 
manage its work effectively. The Committee thus agreed to inform the 62nd Session of the Executive 
Committee that there was no need to develop specific decision-making and priority-setting criteria for the 
CCFICS. 

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF FAO, WHO AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF CCFICS (Agenda Item 3)7 

9. The Committee noted that this agenda item had been included in the Agenda of the CCFICS in line 
with Goal 4 “Promoting cooperation between Codex and other relevant organizations” of the Codex 
Strategic Plan 2008-2013, and in particular Activity 4.1 “Track the activities of other international standard 
setting bodies”. It noted that document CX/FICS 08/17/3 included information and reports from the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Health Organization (WHO), World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), International 
Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), International Standardization Organization (ISO) and the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

10. The Committee noted presentations of the following organizations represented at the meeting: 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

11. The Representative of FAO informed the Committee of recent activities to strengthen members 
countries’ food inspection systems (import/export and domestic): two recent publications: “Risk based food 
inspection manual” and “Guidelines for risk based fish inspection”); and projects specifically in Asia and 
Africa having a strong component on inspection planning and implementation. When targeting countries 
grouped in regional economic organizations (e.g. UEMOA) these projects also focus on developing common 
inspection procedures and approaches to facilitate trade while improving consumers’ health protection. FAO 
provides specific assistance in the context of the current situation regarding melamine to countries having 
expressed the need for assessing and strengthening of their analytical and emergency preparedness capacities 
(Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam).  

World Health Organization (WHO) 8 

12. The Representative of WHO informed the Committee that the International Food Safety Authorities 
Network (INFOSAN) had been developed by WHO in collaboration with FAO.  INFOSAN promotes the 
exchange of food safety information and improves collaboration among food safety authorities at national 
and international levels for both normative and emergency food safety issues.  A short summary of the 
current melamine food safety event was provided. The important role of INFOSAN Emergency in sharing 
information in a timely manner to assist national food safety authorities in their responses to the event was 
highlighted.  More countries were encouraged to participate in INFOSAN. The Committee was also 
informed of a WHO Expert Meeting to review toxicological aspects of melamine and cyanuric acid in 
Ottawa, Canada, 1-4 December 2008. 

International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) 

13. The Representative of the OIML informed the Committee of the OIML work relevant to the CCFICS. 
OIML is currently developing a certification system for the quantity of product in prepackages (provisionally 
named “IQ Mark Scheme”) with the aim to facilitate international trade in prepackaged products. In 
developing this scheme, the OIML is interested to liaise with the CCFICS to ensure compatibility with 
relevant CCFICS texts. He also informed the Committee that, under the terms of the WTO/TBT Agreement, 
OIML Recommendations are considered to be international standards (model regulations). 

                                                 
6  Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
7  CX/FICS 08/17/3; CRD 9 (Information of FAO) 
8  See CRD 11 (WHO Presentation “The Melamine Story”) for more information and 

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/en/ and http://www.fao.org/ag/agn/agns  



ALINORM 09/32/30 
 

 

 3 

Other 

14. France, on behalf of the Member States of the European Community, informed the Committee of their 
recently launched capacity building and training programme on sanitary and phytosanitary measures for 
African countries. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN ON-
SITE AUDITS AND INSPECTIONS (N07-2008) (Agenda Item 4)9 

15. Australia briefly introduced the report of the physical working group, which met in Brussels 
(Belgium) in July 2008 to prepare proposed draft principles and guidelines. The Delegation said that the 
proposed draft aimed at providing a transparent framework and harmonised approach for the conduct of 
foreign audit and inspection.  

16. The Committee noted that the current structure of the proposed draft principles and guidelines could 
be appropriate for a stand-alone document. However, as the document was also closely linked to the 
Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997), especially Section 9 “Assessment and Verification of 
Inspection and Certification Systems”, the Committee agreed that it should replace the current Annex of 
these guidelines.  

Title and Section 1: Introduction 

17. Several delegations were of the opinion that the document should focus on guidance for a systems-
based audit to assess an exporting country’s inspection and certification system and not on inspections of 
individual establishments. These delegations noted that this approach was consistent with the existing 
CCFICS guidelines and the mandate for this work. These delegations recognised that the systems-based 
approach could also include on-site audits, in addition to a documentary review. 

18. Some other delegations, while supporting a systems-based approach, felt that it should be flexible and 
offer alternatives for the assessment and verification of inspection and certification systems. 

19. Several other delegations, while not denying the importance of focussing on an assessment of the 
effectiveness of the official food inspection and certification systems of the exporting country, stated that the 
document would not be complete without guidance on inspections, as these were commonly used and even 
required by legislation in some countries. It was mentioned that sometimes inspections were held without 
prior notification. 

20. Other delegations, which intervened, were of the opinion: that the words “on-site” should remain in 
the title of the document, because an audit had to include on-site visits but was distinct from inspections as 
this term was meant for products and not for systems; that the document was not flexible enough; and that it 
should not be possible to reject imports on the basis of a documentary review only. 

21. The Committee considered revising the introduction to reflect the different opinions. The Committee 
agreed to replace “audits and inspection” with “examination” that was used in the definitions of both terms in 
the parent document and to replace the introductory paragraphs with the following text:  

In the context of a relationship between two countries, an importing country may use tools for 
examination (i.e. audits and inspections) to assess an exporting country’s official inspection and 
certification systems. These activities should concentrate primarily on the effectiveness of the official 
systems. This Annex is not intended to mandate these activities but to provide guidance in the case that 
they are used. 

                                                 
9  CX/FICS 08/17/4; CX/FICS 08/17/4 Add. 1 (Comments of Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Dominican Republic, Iran, 

Mexico, New Zealand, United States of America, IACFO, ICBA and ICGMA); CX/FICS 08/17/4 Add. 2 
(Comments of Colombia, Ecuador, Japan, Kenya and Mali); CRD 6 (Comments of Costa Rica, European 
Community Member States, India, Japan and Thailand); CRD 8 (Comments of Indonesia and Norway); CRD 9 
(Comments of the Philippines); CRD 10 (Comments of Republic of Korea) 
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While there are a number of tools available for the assessment of an exporting country’s official 
inspection and certification system, this annex is focussed on providing guidance on the use of audits 
and inspection for this purpose. The preferable tool is the use of audits. However, in some instances, 
inspections may be used and guidance is provided for these instances. (See Principle D) 

22. The Committee agreed to include the following paragraph to establish a link with the parent 
document: 

This Annex is to be read in conjunction with Section 9 Assessment and Verification of Inspection and 
Certification Systems of the parent document.  

Section 2: Objective 

23. The Committee amended the first paragraph to ensure that the use of audits and inspections is 
transparent as follows:  

This Annex provides guidance for use by national governments to ensure a transparent, standardized 
and consistent approach for the use of audits and inspections when used for assessment of an 
exporting country’s official food inspection and certification system(s), or component parts thereof.  

24. To recognize that the text should also apply to documentary reviews a new paragraph was inserted as 
follows:  

This Annex applies equally to assessments carried out on-site or by documentary review alone. 

25. The Committee agreed that the issue of appropriate level of protection (ALOP) was adequately dealt 
with in paragraph 3 of the parent document and deleted the relevant paragraph. 

Section 3: Definitions 

26. The Committee agreed to delete all definitions contained in the working document that were already 
included in the parent document and to add a new definition for “Official inspection and certification 
systems” to clarify that when used in this text it encompasses both “Official inspection systems and official 
certification systems” and “Officially recognized inspection systems and officially recognized certification 
systems” which were defined in the parent document. 

Section 4: Principles 

27. The Committee reviewed the introductory paragraph and the principles and made the following 
comments/amendments: 

Introductory paragraph 

28. The Committee considered replacing “audits” with “audits/inspections” throughout Section 4; 
however, the text was maintained as proposed in the working document in consequence to the decision taken 
with respect to the revised wording of the introduction.  

Principle a) 

29. It was agreed to discuss the proposal to include the notion that audits were linked to products or 
groups of products, when considering the detailed description of this principle.   

Principle b) 

30. This principle was amended as follows to highlight the need for functional independence of audits and 
for confidentiality:  

Audits should be functionally independent, evidence-based and conducted in a cooperative, ethical 
and professional manner including respecting confidentiality, where appropriate. 

Principle c) 

31. The principle was amended as follows to avoid use of the term “dispute resolution” which could cause 
confusion:  

The parties involved should have an agreed process to address any issues that may arise during the 
audit/inspection process. 
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Principle g)  

32. It was agreed to discuss a proposal that the criteria for the assessment should be consistent with the 
legislation of the importing country when considering the detailed description of this principle. 

Principle i) 

33. It was agreed to discuss a proposal that the report may not be published unless agreed by the parties 
when considering the detailed description of this principle.   

34. The Chairperson, concluding the discussion, acknowledged the substantial progress made on the 
development of a common understanding of audit and inspection of an exporting country’s inspection and 
certification system and on the scope and status of the document (as an Annex to CAC/GL 26-1997) as well 
as a level of consensus reached on the principles that would guide the further elaboration of the guidelines.  

35. However, in view of the time needed to elaborate the guidelines supporting the application of these 
principles and the time constraints at the present session, he recommended that the Committee continue the 
consideration of the document at its next session.  

36. In order to facilitate the discussion at the next session, the Committee agreed to establish a physical 
working group, chaired by Australia, open to all members and observers and working in English, French and 
Spanish and in accordance with the Guidelines on Physical Working Groups10 to prepare revised proposed 
draft principles and guidelines. The Delegation of the United States of America offered to host the working 
group in June/July 2009. The working group should take into account the comments made at this session; 
discuss the detailed descriptions of the principles; build the new text on the basis of the parent document; and 
ensure that no useful concepts included in the existing Annex of the parent document be lost. 

Status of the proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign On-site Audits and 
Inspections (N07-2008)   

37. The Committee agreed to return the proposed draft principles and guidelines to Step 2 for redrafting, 
circulation for comments at Step 3 and further consideration at Step 4 at the next Session of the CCFICS.  

PROPOSED DRAFT GENERIC HEALTH CERTIFICATE (ANNEX TO THE GUIDELINES FOR 
DESIGN, PRODUCTION, ISSUANCE AND USE OF GENERIC OFFICIAL CERTIFICATES 
(CAC/GL 38-2001) (N08-2008) (Agenda Item 5)11 

38. The European Community briefly introduced the report of the physical working group, which met in 
Brussels (Belgium) in July 2008 to prepare a proposed draft Generic Health Certificate. The Committee 
noted that the working group had extensive discussion and could reach agreement on several points of the 
draft certificate. Some issues, for which agreements could not be reached, were left in square brackets for 
further discussion at the current session. 

General Comments 

39. The Committee congratulated the working group and generally supported the document. The 
delegations that intervened observed that a generic certificate was important to reduce the complexity of 
multiple formats for certificates; to facilitate the transition from paper to electronic certificates; and to 
streamline certification procedures.  

                                                 
10  Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
11  CX/FICS 08/17/5; CX/FICS 08/17/5 Add. 1 (Comments of Canada, Dominican Republic, Mexico, New Zealand, 

United States of America, OIE, ICBA and ICGMA); CX/FICS 08/17/5 Add. 2 (Comments of Colombia, Ecuador, 
Iran, Japan, Kenya and Mali); CRD 7 (Comments of Costa Rica, European Community Member States, India and 
Thailand); CRD 9 (Comments of Philippines) 
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40. Delegations also commented that the generic certificate should: be flexible in order to cover a broad 
range of food products and to accommodate multiple products in a single certificate; be harmonised with 
OIE certificates; take account of common trade practices; be consistent with the provisions contained in the 
parent document, i.e. Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates 
(CAC/GL 38-2001); and contain a minimum number of compulsory data elements. The Committee noted 
that after finalisation, the text should be considered by the Committees on Fish and Fishery Products and on 
Milk and Milk Products to harmonise the existing Codex model certificates, i.e. the Model Certificate for 
Fish and Fishery Products (CAC/GL 48-2004); and the Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products 
(CAC/GL 67-2008). 

41. In view of the general support, the Committee agreed to consider the document paragraph by 
paragraph as well as the spatial layout of the certificate. In addition to some minor editorial changes, 
including amendments to the French and Spanish translations, it agreed to the following: 

Specific Comments 

Title 

42. The Committee agreed to remove “sanitary” from the title of the certificate to make it consistent with 
its scope, which states that certificates “may also address aspects relating to fair practices in the food trade” 
as well as the title and the scope of the parent document, which also covers aspects related to attestations 
ensuring fair practices in the food trade (ref. CAC/GL 38-2001, para. 4). 

Scope of the Annex 

43. The Committee did not support the proposal of one delegation to include a sentence in the second 
paragraph intending to clarify that the model certificate should be used to assist countries developing or 
reviewing the format of certificates and not as a reason to reject certificates issued according to current 
practice, because the parent document already clarified this (ref. CAC/GL 38-2001, para. 2). The Committee 
removed the square brackets from the second paragraph and amended the last paragraph to make it clearer. 

General 

44. The Committee agreed to revise the section by deleting the paragraphs already covered in the parent 
document: the second paragraph (no portion of the certificate left blank), the fourth paragraph (use of copies 
of a certificate for multiple consignments) and the second part of the fifth paragraph (replacement 
certificates), which were covered respectively by the sixth bullet of paragraph 38, paragraphs 14 and 42 of 
the parent document. The Committee also agreed to move the third paragraph (country code) and the first 
part of the fifth paragraph (certificate types) to the section “Specific” as they dealt with specific aspects of 
the certificate.  

45. The Committee agreed to remove the explanations referring to changes after the issuance of a 
certificate in fields #5, #8 (#7)12 and #10 (#9) and agreed to include a new paragraph in section “General” to 
address this matter. The new paragraph recognised the importer’s responsibility to inform the competent 
authority of the importing country of changes of consignee, point of entry or transport details after the 
issuance of certificate. The paragraph also specified that this information should not result in a request for a 
replacement certificate from the competent authority of the exporting country.  

Specific 

46. The Committee agreed to include a new paragraph related to the types of certificate using 
“ORIGINAL”, “COPY” and “REPLACEMENT”.  

47. The Committee discussed at length the use and purpose of certificates. Some delegations were of the 
opinion that the name of the certificate should specifically refer to its use (e.g. for manufacturing best 
practices, free sale, product analysis, etc); while others were of the opinion that the name of the certificate 
should refer only to the products / category of products certified. The Committee agreed to keep the name of 
the certificate unchanged because this information could be included in the fields #14 (#13) on identification 
of food products and #17 (#16) on attestations. 

                                                 
12  When the field number (#) has changed as compared to the text in CX/FICS 08/17/5 Appendix I, the new field 

number (# ) in this report will be indicated in parentheses. 
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1. Consignor/Exporter 

48. The Committee agreed to amend the explanation to read “natural or legal person or entity” to 
recognise that a consignor or exporter could be either an individual or an entity. It was agreed that this 
change would apply throughout the document. 

3. Certifying Body (new field #4) and 4.  Competent Authority (new field #3) 

49. The Committee agreed to reverse the order of these two fields to recognise that the Competent 
Authority (renumbered field #3) could also be the certifying body and that indication of the name of the 
latter should be provided when different from the competent authority.  

5. Consignee / Importer 

The Committee considered the text that was put in square brackets by the working group. Some delegations 
were of the opinion that it was important for an importing country and transit country to have information on 
the person responsible for the consignment in transit in case of problems. One delegation remarked that 
omitting this information would limit the usefulness of the document. Other delegations supported deleting 
the text in square brackets because: information on the person responsible for consignment in transit was not 
always available in the exporting country; the information was of commercial nature; this requirement was 
inconsistent with the provision in the fifth bullet of paragraph 28 of the parent document, which stated that 
certifying officers should only attest matters that are within their knowledge; and it was not possible to have 
two consignees in the same certificate. The Committee also noted that products in transit did not include 
products that were re-exported after transformation. The Committee agreed to delete the text in square 
brackets and to reconsider this provision when discussing field #13 “For transit” (see para 56). 

6. Expected border post (new field #10) 

50. After some discussion, the Committee agreed to revise the text to better clarify the shifting of 
responsibility to the importer; the term “border post” was changed to “point of entry” for consistency with 
the parent document (ref. first bullet of paragraph 21); the field’s title was also amended to refer to “declared 
point of entry”. The Committee agreed to replace “border post” with “point of entry” throughout the 
document and also added the words “if required and available”.  

7. Country of origin (new field #6) 

51. The Committee agreed to delete the term “finished” because it narrowed the application of the 
provision. The Committee agreed to include information related to the use of ISO country codes in a footnote 
to emphasise that their use was optional. 

8. Country of destination (new field #7) 

52. The Committee considered that the only information necessary was that the country of destination is 
the country which receives the product. The Committee added a footnote consistent with field #7. 

10. Means of transport (new field #9) 

53. The Committee recognised that details and information on the means of transport were not always 
available at the time certificates were prepared and agreed to make the requirement more flexible. The 
paragraph was amended to clarify that the provision of relevant documentary references was an alternative to 
identification details and optional additional information. The Committee also agreed that “information” and 
“documentary references” would be deleted in the corresponding field of the certificate.  

11. Identification of container(s) / Seal number(s) (new field #13) 

54. The Committee agreed to make the requirement more flexible by replacing “required” with 
“applicable or if known”. The Committee noted that this information was not always available to the 
certifying officer. 

12. Condition of transport (new field #11) 

55. The Committee amended the field to refer to both condition of transport and storage to recognise that 
temperature and other requirements should be observed also during storage and for consistency with the OIE 
Model Veterinary Certificate. 
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13. For transit 

56. The Committee agreed to delete this field because, although this information was important, it was not 
a certification issue and could in many instances not be verified at the time of inspection and certification, 
and the parent document did not provide precise information on this matter. 

14. Identification of food products (new field #15) 

57. The Committee clarified the first sentence, deleted the second sentence that was not necessary and 
added “per type of products” at the end of the second paragraph for clarity. 

- Nature of the food (or description of goods) 

58. Some delegations suggested deleting the paragraph on Commodity Code (HS Code) because in their 
view it was not very precise and difficult to use. Other delegations considered the HS Code important 
because it was used all around the world to identify products. As a reference to the World Customs 
Organization (WCO) classification was included in the parent document (ref. footnote #5), the Committee 
agreed to add a sentence at the end of the first paragraph to clarify that the HS Code could be used, where 
appropriate, and to delete the other paragraph. 

16. Total quantity (new field #12) 

59. The Committee amended the paragraph to clarify that total quantity could be expressed in appropriate 
units of weight or volume. 

17. Sanitary information (new field #16) 

60. This field was renamed “Attestations” because the explanatory text included reference to attestations 
relating to both food safety and fair practices in the food trade. 

18. Certifying Officer responsible for signature information (new field #17) 

61. The Committee amended the name of this field to “Certifying Officer” as more appropriate and agreed 
that the use of official stamps should be optional.  

62. To improve the consistency of the document, the Committee agreed to replace, as appropriate: “good” 
and similar terms with “product”; “document” and similar terms with “certificate”; and “load” and similar 
terms with “consignment”. 

Official Certificate 

63. The Committee revised the title and the field’s names of the certificate to reflect the above decisions. 
In field #14 (#15) the Committee added text to indicate that multiple lines could be used for the identification 
of multiple products. The Committee also agreed to add a note below the certificate stating that it should be 
read in conjunction with the explanatory notes, as some elements may not apply to all consignments or be 
known at the time of certification; an asterisk (*) was added to those fields that did not have an explanatory 
note and needed to be filled “if required”.  

Spatial Layout of the Generic Model Official Certificate 

64. The Committee agreed to a proposal, presented in CRD 12, which aligned the spatial layout of the 
certificate with that of the OIE Model Veterinary Certificate.  

Status of the proposed draft Generic Health Certificate (Annex to the Guidelines for Design, 
Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificate (CAC/GL 38-2001) (N08-2008)  

65. The Committee agreed to forward the renamed proposed draft Generic Model Official Certificate to 
the Commission for adoption at Steps 5/8, with the recommendation to omit Steps 6 and 7 (see Appendix II).  
The Committee agreed to recommend to the Commission to request the Codex Committees on Fish and 
Fishery Products and on Milk and Milk Products to consider revising the Model Certificate for Fish and 
Fishery Products (CAC/GL 48-2004) and Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products (CAC/GL 
67-2008) to ensure consistency with the Generic Model Official Certificate, when adopted. 
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DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE NEED FOR GUIDANCE FOR NATIONAL FOOD INSPECTION 
SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 6)13 

66. Australia briefly introduced the revised discussion paper which highlighted that new work on the 
development of principles and guidelines on national food control systems would complement existing 
Codex texts and provide countries with a useful framework based on recognised principles and consistent 
with international obligations for the benefit of both exporting and importing countries and international 
trade. 

67. The Committee expressed general support for developing the document and considered that the 
CCFICS was the appropriate committee for this new work. It was noted that principles and guidelines for 
national food control systems were very useful for countries, in particular for those that were in the process 
of developing such systems; that it was necessary to evaluate the capacity of the national food control system 
to identify the specific needs; that the new work should promote the harmonisation and integration of the 
domestic (including import) and export food control system; and that the new work should consider the 
fundamental food safety principles, e.g. use of a risk based approach, coverage of the entire food chain, the 
primary responsibility of producers in ensuring the safety of their products. 

68. The Codex Secretariat clarified that the new work could be covered by point g) of the Terms of 
Reference of the CCFICS and that the proposal for new work would be considered by the Executive 
Committee for critical review.   

69. The FAO Representative informed the Committee of recent work of FAO and WHO to assist countries 
in strengthening their food control systems thus achieving an adequate level of protection. 

70. The Committee revised the project document (Attachment 1 to CX/FICS 08/17/6): to specifically refer 
to the dual mandate of Codex (i.e. protecting the health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food 
trade); to include the fundamental food safety principles among the aspects to be considered by the new 
work; to add an assessment against the General Criterion for the Establishment of Work Priorities14; to 
amend the assessment against the criteria on diversification of national legislation; to add references of 
relevant work undertaken by FAO and WHO; and to clarify that the proposed work addressing the 
development and implementation of food control systems could also lead to the revision of existing Codex 
texts. 

71. The Committee agreed to forward the project document as amended (see Appendix III) to the 
62nd session of the Executive Committee for critical review and to the 32nd Session of the Commission for 
approval as new work. It further agreed to establish a physical working group, chaired by Australia, open to 
all Members and Observers and working in English, French and Spanish and in accordance with the 
Guidelines on Physical Working Groups15, to prepare proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for National 
Food Control Systems for circulation for comments at Step 3 and consideration at Step 4 at the next session 
of the CCFICS, subject to the approval of new work by the Commission. The Delegation of the United States 
of America offered to host the working group in June/July 2009, back-to-back with the meeting of the 
working group on the proposed draft Principles and Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign Audits and 
Inspection (see para. 36); and that there would be some preliminary electronic consultation among Codex 
members and observers (in English only) to facilitate the work. 

                                                 
13  CX/FICS 08/17/6; CRD 3 (Comments of Ecuador, European Community, India, Japan, Kenya, Mali, Mexico, 

Thailand and FAO); CRD 9 (Comments of Philippines) 
14  Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission “Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities” 
15  Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
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DISCUSSION PAPER ON DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR TRACEABILITY/PRODUCT 
TRACING IN THE CONTEXT OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 7)16 

72. Norway briefly introduced the discussion paper, which analysed the information gathered by the 
electronic working group on countries’ views and experiences regarding the use of traceability/product 
tracing. The information was not sufficient to clearly identify gaps and specific needs in relation to the 
implementation of traceability/product tracing. The working group had therefore recommended to defer 
consideration of this subject and suggested that the need for further guidance could be discussed in 
FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees. 

73. Delegations which intervened noted, among other things: that guidance on traceability/product tracing 
was very important, especially in the light of the recent events related to melamine contamination; that the 
outcomes of the OIE International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability (Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 25-29 March 2009) could provide Codex with useful information ; that implementation aspects of 
traceability/product tracing could be considered in the context of guidance for national food control system 
(see Agenda Item 6). One delegation questioned the need for further discussion when no clear need for 
additional guidance had yet been identified. 

74. In view of the above discussion, the Committee endorsed the recommendation of the working group to 
recommended to the Commission to request the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees to discuss whether 
there was a need for further guidance on traceability/product tracing. 

DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDANCE ON THE PREVENTION OF 
INTENTIONAL CONTAMINATION OF FOOD (Agenda Item 8)17 

75. The United States of America briefly introduced the discussion paper, which differentiated between 
intentional contamination of food for economic gain in which harm is caused and intentional contamination 
for the specific purpose of causing harm. The delegation noted that these areas could be mitigated by 
developing awareness programmes and training in the food industry. Governments and international 
organizations had developed guidance to prevent and mitigate the effect of intentional contamination of food 
that would affect public health or cause economic losses. While existing Codex texts did not deal directly 
with this topic they also provided many elements that could be applied to intentional contamination.  

76. The Committee acknowledged that intentional contamination of food was an important issue, which 
had received more visibility recently due to the melamine food safety events (see para. 12).   

77. The Committee discussed the proposal that the CCFICS start new work on developing specific 
guidance to strengthen the governments’ capabilities to prevent intentional contamination of food. 
Delegations which intervened noted that: the nature of the proposed new work needed to be clarified as it 
seemed to cover aspects beyond the prevention of intentional contamination of food (such as response, 
communication, etc); that rapid responses might be needed to limit damage caused by intentional 
contamination of food; that the nature of the work would require the CCFICS to consult with other Codex 
committees to avoid duplication of work; that the implementation of measures to prevent intentional 
contamination of food was not only within the responsibility of food safety authorities; that the issue of how 
to control criminal/terrorist activities was beyond the mandate of Codex.  

78. The Committee was informed of ongoing FAO and WHO work on guidance to National Authorities 
on Food Safety Emergency Response, consistent with CAC/GL 19-1995 and focussing on (i) response 
planning, and (ii) risk assessment and risk management of food safety incidents and emergencies. 

79. Overall the Committee was of the opinion that it was not clear how the proposed new work could 
address the challenges mentioned and whether Codex and the CCFICS were the right venue and the 
appropriate Committee to discuss it.  

                                                 
16  CX/FICS 08/17/7; CRD 4 (Comments of Ecuador, European Community, India, Mali and Mexico) ; CRD 9 

(Comments of Philippines) 
17  CX/FICS 08/17/8; CRD 5 (Comments of India, Japan, Mexico and FAO) 
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80. The Committee agreed to discontinue consideration of this matter as a separate agenda item, 
notwithstanding the possibility that some aspects of control of intentional contamination could be considered 
in the context of guidance for national food control systems (see Agenda Item 6). 

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 9) 

81. The Committee noted that no other business had been put forward. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 10) 

82. The Committee noted that its 18th Session was tentatively scheduled to be held in Australia, from 9-13 
November 2009, subject to further discussion between the Codex and Australian Secretariats. 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

Subject Matter Step Action by: Document Reference 
(ALINORM 09/32/30) 

Proposed draft Generic Model Official 
Certificate (Annex to Guidelines for Design, 
Production, Issuance and Use of Generic 
Official Certificate (CAC/GL 38-2001) 
(N08-2008) 

5/8 32nd CAC Para. 65 and Appendix II 

Proposed draft Principles and  Guidelines for 
the Conduct of Foreign On-site Audits and 
Inspections (N07-2008) 

2/3 Physical WG 
Comments 

18th CCFICS 

Paras 36-37  

Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines 
for National Food Control Systems 

1/2/3 Physical WG 
62nd CCEXEC, 

32nd CAC 
Comments 

18th CCFICS 

Para. 71 and Appendix 
III 

Discussion Paper on the Development of 
Guidelines for Traceability/Product Tracing 
in the Context of Food Import and Export 
Inspection and Certification Systems 

discontinued  Para. 74 

Discussion Paper on the development of 
Guidance on the Prevention of Intentional 
Contamination of Food 

discontinued - Para. 80 
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Li Shaoqian 
Section Chief  
Food Safety Supervision and Management Division 
Shandong Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau of 
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Margoth Hipatia Nogales Paredes 
Responsable del Area de Inocuidad Agroalimentarie 
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Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Mariankatu 23, PL 30 
HELSINKI 00170 
FINLAND 
Phone: +358 9 1605 2432 
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Fax: +33 1 4955 4462 
Email: jean_pierre.orand@agriculture.gouv.fr   

Kari Töllikkö 
Principal Administrator 
General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union 
The French Presidency 
175 Rue de la Loi 
1048 Bruxelles 
BELGIUM 
Phone: +32 2 281 7841 
Fax: +32 2 281 6198 
Email: kari.tollikko@consilium.europa.eu 

GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE – ALEMANIA 

Antje Jaensch 
Scientific Officer 
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety 
(BVL) 
Mauerstraβe. 39- 42 
BERLIN D-10117 
GERMANY 
Phone: +49 0 30 18444 10611 
Fax: +49 0 18444 10699 
Email: antje.jaensch@bvl.bund.de  

Michael Winter 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection 
PO Box 14 02 70 
BONN D-53107 
GERMANY 
Phone: +49 0 228 99 529 4646 
Fax: +49 0 228 99 529 4942 
Email: 315@bmelv.bund.de   

GREECE – GRÈCE – GRECIA 

Vasileios Kontolaimos 
Legal Advisor 
Greek Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
29 Acharnon 
ATHENS 10439 
GREECE 
Phone: +302 1082 50307 
Fax: +302 1082 54621 
Email: cohalka@otenet.gr  

HONDURAS 

Fanny Aleyda Maradiaga Carranza 
Codex Contact Point, Honduras 
Secretaria de Agricultura Y Ganaderia (SAG) 
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria 
Boulevard Miraflores Ave La FAO 
TEGUCIGALPA, M.D.C 340 
HONDURAS 
Phone: +504 232 6213 
Fax: +504 231 0786 
Email: fmaradiaga@senasa-sag.gob.hn / 
hondurascodex@yahoo.com  

INDIA – INDE 

Dinesh Sharma 
Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry 
Government of India 
Udyog Bhavan, Maulana Azad Road 
NEW DELHI 110011 
INDIA 
Phone: +91 11 2306 1837 
Email: dineshsharma@nic.in  

Asit Tripathy 
Chairman 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Exports 
Development Authority (APEDA) NCUI Building, 3 Siri 
Institutional Area 
August Kranti Marg, Hauz Khas 
NEW DELHI 110016 
INDIA 
Phone: +91 11 2651 3167 
Fax: +91 11 2652 6187 
Email: chairman@apeda.com  

Anil Jauhri  
Adviser  
National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies 
(NABCB) 
Quality Council of India 
2nd Floor, Institution of Engineers Building 
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg 
NEW DELHI 110 002 
INDIA 
Phone: +91 11 2337 9321 
Fax: +91 11 2337 9621 
Email: adviser@qcin.org  

INDONESIA – INDONÉSIE 

Nus Nuzulia Ishak  
Director of Supervision and Quality Control 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Trade 
JL. Raya Bogor KM. 26 Ciracas 
JAKARTA 13740 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 871 0321 
Fax: +62 21 871 0478  
Email: nus_depdag@cbn.net.id  

Suharto 
Director of the Center for Biosafety and Quarantine 
Information 
Agriculture Quarantine Agency 
The Ministry of Agriculture 
The Head Quarters of the Ministry of Agriculture 
Jl. Harsono RM No. 3 Ragunan 
Pasar Minggu 
SOUTH JAKARTA  12550 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 7821367 
Fax: +62 21 7821367 
Email: tsuhartoshma@yahoo.com 

Frida Adiati 
Head of Trade Standardization Center 
Ministry of Trade of Indonesia 
Jl. M.I. Ridwan Rais No.5 
JAKARTA  10110 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 3863942 
Fax: +62 21 3863928 
Email: adiati_frida@yahoo.com / pendar-
pustand@depdag.go.id  
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Singgih Harjanto 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point 
Centre for Standard Application System 
The National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Manggala Wanabhaki Blok IV. Lt. 4 
Jl. Jenderal Gatot Subroto, Senayan 
JAKARTA  10270 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 5747043 
Fax: +62 21 5747045 
Email: singgih@bsn.or.id 

Edinur 
Head of Sub Directorate for Processed Food Standardization 
National Agency of Drug and Food Control 
Jl. Percetakan Negara No.23 
JAKARTA 10560 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 4287 5584 
Fax: +62 21 4287 5780 
Email: subdit_spo@yahoo.com  

Erniningsih Haryadi 
Division Head of Standard Application System and Handling 
Complain 
Center for Standard Application System 
National Standardisation Agency of Indonesia 
Manggala Wanabhakti Blok IV. Lt. 4 
Jl. Jenderal Gatot Subroto, Senayan 
JAKARTA 10270 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 574 7043 
Fax: +62 21 574 7045 
Email: sps-2@bsn.or.id  

Akhyar Rais 
Head of Quality Control Export Commodity Division 
Directorate of Supervision and Quality Control 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Trade 
Jl. Raya Bogor Km. 26 Ciracas 
JAKARTA  13740 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8710321 
Fax: +62 21 8710478 
Email: akhyar_rais@yahoo.com   

Sulle Kadang 
Deputy Director for Laboratory Accreditation  
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
Medan Merdeka Timur 
No.16. Jakarta Pusat 
Bld. II FL.7th  
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 021 3500 149 
Fax: +62 021 3500 149 
Email: sullekadang@yahoo.co.id  

Arius Sunarso 
Head of Division for Standardization and Technology 
Directorate of Beverages and Tabacco 
DG of Agro and Chemical Industries 
Ministry of Industry of Republic of Indonesia 
Ministry of Industry Building, 17th Floor 
Jl. Gatot Subroto Kav. 52-53 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 5252236 
Fax: +62 21 5252236 
Email: a_sunarso2001@yahoo.com 

Erika Sulistiyanti 
Section Head of Quality Inspection of Capital and Others 
Goods 
Directorate of Supervision and Quality Control 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade  
Ministry of Trade  
Jl. Raya Bogor Km. 26 Ciracas 
JAKARTA  13740 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8710321 
Fax: +62 21 8710478 
Email: erika_depdag@yahoo.com  

Islana Ervandiari 
Head of Biosafety Control for Plant Division  
Agriculture Quarantine Agency 
The Ministry of Agriculture 
Jl. Harsono RM No. 3 Ragunan 
Pasar Minggu 
SOUTH JAKARTA  12550 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 7821367 
Fax: +62 21 7821367 
Email: ervandiari61@yahoo.co.id / caqsps@indo.net.id  

Farial Azhari 
Head of Section for Beverages Industries 
Division for Industrial Cooperation and Investment 
Promotion 
Directorate of Beverages and Tobacco 
DG of Agro and Chemical Industries 
Ministry of Industry of Republic of Indonesia 
Ministry of Industry Building, 17th Floor 
Jl. Gatot Subroto Kav. 52-53 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 5252236 
Fax: +62 21 5252236 
Email: farial@depperin.go.id  

Ketut Suarka 
Trade Attaché 
Indonesian Embassy 
185 Salcedo Street, Legaspi Village 
Makati City 
MANILLA 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 892 5061-68 
Fax: +632 867 4192 
Email: atperindag_manilla@yahoo.com / 
k_suarka@yahoo.com  

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) – IRAN 
(RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') – IRÁN (REPÚBLICA 
ISLÁMICA DEL) 

Hedayat Hosseini 
General Director of Food, Hygienic and Cosmetic Control 
Ministry of Health and Medical Education 
FDO Building, FAKHR – RAZI St. 
TEHRAN 19835-355 
I.R. IRAN 
Phone: +9821 6646 7494 
Fax: +9821 6646 7265 
Email: hosseiny@hbi.ir  
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Mohamad Hosein Klantar Motamedi  
Chairman of Iran National CCFICS 
Vice President of Iran Accreditation System 
Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of Iran (ISIRI) 
Valie-asr St. #1294 Vanak sq. 
TEHRAN 
IRAN 
Phone: +982 1886 54043 
Fax: +982 1886 54043 
Email: Motamedi.codex@gmail.com  

IRELAND – IRLANDA – IRLANDA 

Paula Barry Walsh 
Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Kildare Street 
DUBLIN 2 
IRELAND 
Phone: +353 1 607 2648 
Fax: +353 1 678 9733 
Email: Paula.barrywalsh@agriculture.gov.ie 

Dorothy Guina-Dornan 
Acting Chief Specialist 
Environmental Health  
Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
Lower Abbey Street 
DUBLIN 1 
IRELAND 
Phone: +353 1 817 1374 
Fax: +353 1 817 1274 
Email: dgdornan@fsai.ie 

ITALY – ITALIE – ITALIA 

Ciro Impagnatiello 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentarie Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
ROME 00187 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 4665 6046 
Fax: +39 06 4880 273 
Email: c.impagnatiello@politicheagricole.gov.it  

JAMAICA – JAMAÏQUE 

Kadiann Atkinson 
Inspector and Facilitator 
Secretariat of the National Codex Committee 
Bureau of Standards Jamaica 
6 Winchester Road 
KINGSTON 2 
JAMAICA WEST INDIES 
Phone: +1 876 926 3140 
Fax: +1 876 929 4736 
Email: katkinson@bsj.org.jm 

JAPAN – JAPON – JAPÓN 

Ryosuke Ogawa 
Director 
International Affairs Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8950 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8732 
Fax: +81 3 3507 4232 
Email: ryousuke_ogawa@nm.maff.go.jp  

Chieko Ikeda  
Director 
Office of International Food Safety 
Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2326 
Fax: +81 3 3503 7965 
Email: codexj@mhlw.go.jp  

Masako Ooi 
Section Chief 
Office of Quarantine Station Administration, Department of 
Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2333 
Fax: +81 3 3591 8029 
Email: codexj@mhlw.go.jp 

Wataru Iizuka 
Section Chief 
Office of Import Food Safety, Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2337 
Fax: +82 3 3503 7964 
Email: codexj@mhlw.go.jp 

Do Ozaki 
Associate Director 
International Affairs Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8950 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8732 
Fax: +81 3 3507 4232 
Email: dou_ozaki@nm.maff.go.jp  

Reiko Kiwamoto 
Section Chief 
International Affairs Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100 8950 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8732 
Fax: +81 3 3507 4232 
Email: reiko_kiwamoto@nm.maff.go.jp  

KENYA 

Philip Njoroge 
Officer-In-Charge 
Plant Inspection Unit, JKIA 
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) 
P.O. Box 19164 – 00501 
EMBAKASI – NAIROBI  
KENYA 
Phone: +254 20 3597206 / +254 722 209504 
Fax: +254 20 3536175 
Email: pknjoroge@kephis.org / kephisiu@kephis.org   
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KOREA, REPUBLIC OF – CORÉE, RÉPUBLIQUE DE – 
COREA, REPÚBLICA DE 

Eui Han Jung 
Deputy Director 
Korea Food and Drug Administration 
411, #2850 
Unseo-dong Jung-gu 
INCHON 400-340 
REPUBILIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 32 740 5800 
Fax: +82 32 740 5803 
Email: ehjeong@kfda.go.kr 

Miyoung Cho 
Assistant Director 
Food Import Division, Food Safety Bureau,  
Korea Food and Drug Administration 
#194 Tongil-ro, Eunpyeong-gu 
SEOUL 122-704 
REPUBILIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82-2-380-1733 
Fax: +82-2-388-6392 
Email: chomiyoung@kfda.go.kr 

Yong Ho Lee 
Veterinary Officer 
National Veterinary Research and Quarantine Service 
(NVRQS) 
480 Anyang 6- Dong, Manan-gu 
ANYANG SI 430 856 
REPUBILIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 31 467 1907 
Fax: +82 31 467 1717 
Email: coolguyz@nvrqs.go.kr 

You Soon You 
Veterinary Officer 
National Veterinary Research and Quarantine Service 
(NVRQS) 
480 Anyang 6- Dong, Manan-gu 
ANYANG SI 430 856 
REPUBILIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 31 467 1905 
Fax: +82 31 467 1717  
Email: youys@nvrqs.go.kr  

Myo Young Kim 
Senior Research 
Ministry of Health Welfare and Family Affairs 
Food Policy Division 
8th Floor, Hyundai Building 
75 Yulgong-ro, Jongno-gu 
SEOUL 110 793 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA  
Phone: +82 2 2023 7793 
Fax: +82 2 2023 7780 
Email: kalbalam1004@mw.go.kr  

MALAWI 

Steve Kamuloni 
Director 
Quality Assurance Services 
Malawi Bureau of Standards 
PO Box 946 
BLANTYRE 
MALAWI 
Phone: +265 1 870 488/ +265 9 187 449 
Fax: +265 1 870 756 
Email: stevekamuloni@mbsmw.org  

MALAYSIA – MALAISIE – MALASIA 

A’aisah Senin 
Principal Assistant Director 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Health, Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
PUTRAJAYA 62590 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8883 3516 
Fax: +603 88893815 
Email: aaisah@moh.gov.my  

Maznah Ahmad 
Head 
Quarantine and Import/ Export 
Department of Veterinary Services 
Wiama Tani, Level 5, Podium Block 1A 
Lot 4G1, Precinct 4 
PUTRAJAYA 62630 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8870 2010 
Fax: +603 8888 6472 
Email: maznah@jph.gov.my  

MALDIVES – MALDIVAS  

Mariyam Rizna 
J.L Scientific Officer 
Maldives Food and Drug Authority 
SOSUN MAGU, MALE’ 
REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES 
Phone: +960 334 3534 
Fax: +960 332 9024 
Email: mariyamrizna@mfda.gov.mv / 
mariyam.rizna@gmail.com  

Aminath Hussain 
Laboratory Technologist 
Maldives Food and Drug Authority 
SOSUN MAGU, MALE’ 
REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES 
Phone: +960 334 3538 
Fax: 960 330 4570 
Email: armsain@mfda.gov.mv / armsain@yahoo.com  

MEXICO – MEXIQUE – MÉXICO 

Guillermo Arroyo 
Gerente de Seguimiento de Programas Especiales 
Comisión de Operación Sanitaria 
Comisión Federal para la Protección Contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) 
Secretaría de Salud 
Monterrey 33, Col Roma piso 3 
MÉXICO DF 06700 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 55 5080 5262 
Fax: +52 55 5514 1407 
Email: garroyo@salud.gob.mx  
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Maribel Bernal 
Dirección Ejecutiva de Autorizaciones de Comercio 
Internacional y Publicidad 
Comisión de Autorización Sanitaria 
Comisión Federal para la Protección Contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) 
Secretaría de Salud 
Monterrey 33, Col Roma piso 6 
Distrito Federal 06700 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 50 80 5200 Ext. 1482 
Fax: +52 52 08 2810 
Email: mbernal@salud.gob.mx  

MOROCCO – MAROC – MARRUECOS  

El Alami Zine 
Directeur des Laboratories  
Laboratories Manager 
Etablissement Autonome de Contrôle et de Coordination des 
Exportations  
72 rue Mohamed Smiha 
CASABLANCA 
MAROC 
Phone: +212 22 31 4480 
Fax: +212 22 30 5168 
Email: zineelalami@eacce.org.ma    

NETHERLANDS – PAYS-BAS – PAÍSES BAJOS 

Ludo Vischer 
Policy Coordinator 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
Department of Food Quality and Animal Health 
PO Box 20401 
THE HAGUE 2500 EK 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone: +31 70 378 5336 
Fax: +31 70 378 6304 
Email: l.w.a.vischer@minlnv.nl  

Benno Slot 
Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority 
PO Box 19506 
DEN HAAG 2500 CM 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Phone: +31 70 448 4468 
Fax: +31 70 448 4301 
Email: benno.slot@vwa.nl  

NEW ZEALAND – NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE – NUEVA 
ZELANDIA 

Cherie Flynn 
Senior Programme Manager (Policy) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authorit 
86 Jervois Quay 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 6011 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2572 
Fax: +64 4 894 2583 
Email: cherie.flynn@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Bill Jolly 
Deputy Director (Export Standards) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 6011 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2621 
Fax: +64 4 894 2675 
Email: bill.jolly@nzfsa.govt.nz 

NIGERIA – NÍGERIA 

Doris Amlai  
Director Ports Inspection 
National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and 
Control 
NAFDAC – Corporate Headquarters 
Plot 2032 Olusegun Obasanjo Way 
Wuse Zone 7 
FCT ABUJA 09 
NIGERIA 
Phone: +234 803 786 3882 
Email: dorisamlai@yahoo.co.uk / nafdacpid@yahoo.com  

Peace Udoka Omega 
Regulatory Officer I 
Registration and Regulatory Affairs, Lagos 
National Agency for Food and Drugs Administration and 
Control, NAFDAC 
Plot 2032 Olusegun Obasanjo Way 
Wuse Zone 7 
FCT ABUJA 09 
NIGERIA 
Phone: +234 8034 628 234 
Fax: +234 1 452 4259 
Email: peaceful_26@yahoo.com  

NORWAY – NORVÈGE – NORUEGA 

Oddbjørg Ingeline Minos 
Legal Advisor 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Head Office 
PO Box 383 
BRUMUNDDAL N-2381 
NORWAY 
Phone: +47 2321 6564 
Fax: +47 2321 6801 
Email: oddbjorg.ingeline.minos@mattilsynet.no 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA – PAPOUASIE-NOUVELLE-
GUINEE – PAPUA NUEVA GUINEA 

Elias Taia 
Senior Nutrition and Production Officer 
Department of Agriculture and Livestock  
PO Box 2033 
PORT MORESBY 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Phone: +675 320 0658 
Fax: +675 321 0166 
Email: eliastaia@yahoo.com  

PARAGUAY 

Alcides Corbeta Ortiz 
Technical Asesor 
Instituto Nacional de Alimentación y Nutrición 
Itapúa & Santísima Trinidad Av.  
ASUNCIÓN 
PARAGUAY 
Phone: +595 21 294 073 
Fax: +595 21 206 874 
Email: alcidesc@rieder.net.py  
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PHILIPPINES – FILIPINAS 

Maria Elizabeth D. Callanta 
Supervising Meat Control Officer 
National Meat Inspection Service 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 924 7980 
Fax: +632 924 7973 
Email: beth_dc@hotmail.com  

Marilou Esterlina D. Arifalo 
Senior Agriculturist  
Bureau of Animal Industry 
Department of Agriculture 
Visayas Avenue 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 924 7954 
Fax: +632 920 1764 
Email: esther_arifalo@yahoo.com  

Consuelo C. Baltazar 
Supervising Aquaculturist/ Head 
Administrative Support and Product Certification Unit 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
PCA Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 9578 
Fax: +632 920 9578 
Email: cbaltazar2005@yahoo.com  

Alberto R. Cariso Jr. 
Division Chief  
Food Development Centre 
National Food Authority 
FTI Complex 
TAGUIG CITY 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 838 4601 
Fax: +632 838 4692 
Email: infofdc@pacific.net.ph  

Melannie R. Guerra 
Supervising Aquaulturalist 
Chairperson National Codex Organization  
Technical Committee, SC on Fish and Fishery Products 
Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
PCA Building, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1103 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 929 5855 
Fax: +632 929 5855 
Email: murguerra2002@yahoo.com  

Edna M. Guiang 
Senior Agriculturist, Chairperson, SCFFV 
National Codex Committee 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
Department of Agriculture 
San Andres, Malate 
MANILA 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 524 0779 
Fax: +632 523 7154 
Email: emguiang@yahoo.com  

Maria Theresa M. Gutierrez 
Food and Drug Regulation Officer IV 
Department of Health 
Bureau of Food and Drugs Regulation Division I 
Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang 
MUNTINLUPA 1771 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 807 8275 
Fax: +632 807 8275 
Email: tess_mega@yahoo.com  

Larry R. Lacson 
Chief 
Plant Quarantine Service 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
692 San Andreas Street, Malate  
MANILA 1004 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 524 2813 
Fax: +632 404 0409 
Email: lacsonir@yahoo.com  

Enrique T. Carlos 
Co-Chair 
Technical Committee 
National Codex Organisation 
Department of Agriculture 
Phone: +632 896 6386 
Fax: +632 896 6485 
Email: etcarlosdvm@gmail.com  

Janet D. Garcia 
Division Chief for International Relations 
Department of Agriculture 
Eliptical Road, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPINES 
Phone: +632 920 4086 
Fax: +632 929 2995 
Email: janet.garcia@eudoramail.com  

Alicia O. Lustre 
Interim Chair, Technical Committee 
National Codex Organization and Director 
Food Development Center 
National Food Authority 
FTI Complex, Taguig, Metro 
MANILA 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 838 4014 
Fax: +632 838 4692 
Email: lustre@pacific.net.ph  

Preceles H. Manzo 
Assistant Secretary 
Policy and Planning 
Department of Agriculture 
Elliptical Road, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 976 7439 
Fax: +632 928 0590 
Email: percks@hotmail.com  
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Maribel G. Marges 
WTO/ SPS Desk Officer 
Policy Research Service, Department of Agriculture 
Elliptical Road, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 976 7439 
Fax: +632 928 0590 
Email: mgmarges@yahoo.com  

Christmasita A. Oblepias 
Food and Drug Regulation Officer III 
Chairperson National Codex Organization, Technical 
Committee, Subcommittee on Food Additives 
Bureau of Food and Drugs, Department of Health 
Laboratory Services Division 
Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang 
MUNTINLUPA 1771 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 842 4625 
Fax: +632 807 0721 
Email: oblepias_bfad@yahoo.com  

Guinevere E. Pastrana 
Food and Drug Regulation Officer III 
Bureau of Food and Drugs, Department of Health 
Regulation Division I 
Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang 
MUNTINLUPA 1771 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 807 8275 
Fax: +632 807 8275 
Email: geniepastrana@yahoo.com 

Donna May P. Sanchez 
Attorney IV  
Bureau of Food and Drugs 
Legal, Information and Compliance Division 
Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang 
MUNTINLUPA 1771 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 809 4390 / 1051 
Email: skyllar12@yahoo.com  

Maria Lourdes C. Santiago 
Food and Drug Regulation Officer IV 
Laboratory Services Division 
Bureau of Food and Drugs 
Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang 
MUNTINLUPA 1771 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 842 4625 
Email: mlcsantiago@yahoo.com  

Marvin B. Vicente 
Chairperson, National Codex Organization, Technical 
Committee 
Subcommittee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods and 
Supervising Meat Control Officer 
National Meat Inspection Service 
Department of Agriculture 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 924 3119 / +632 924 7971 
Fax: +632 924 7973 
Email: vicentemarvin@yahoo.com  

Alessandro Iellamo 
External Consultant 
World Health Organisation 
4922 Enriqu Street 
MAKAM 1235 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 0917 807 2674 
Email: alessandro.iellamo@gmail.com  

Sonia de Leon 
Consulting Food Technologist 
Food Safety Training Institute 
Foundation for the Advancement of Food Science and 
Technology 
99 Mother Ignacia Avenue 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 374 3005 
Fax: +632 372 6688 
Email: fafst@yahoo.com  

Lester Saguiguit-Lora 
South East Asian Milk Code Monitoring Program 
Director for Safe Motherhood Program 
#23 Road 7, Bagong Pagasa 
QUEZON CITY 1105 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 927 3475 
Email: dra.lester@gmail.com  

SINGAPORE – SINGAPOUR – SINGAPUR 

Astrid Yeo 
Deputy Director (Import & Export) 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore 
5 Maxwell Road 
#02-03 Tower Block 
MND Complex 069110 
SINGAPORE 
Phone: +65 6325 7686 
Fax: +65 6220 6068  
Email: astrid_yeo@ava.gov.sg  

SOLOMON ISLANDS – ÎLES SALOMON – ISLAS 
SALOMÓN 

Judith Reynolds 
Inspection and Certification Unit Team Leader 
Food Safety Unit, ICU, EHD, MHMS 
C/-MHMS 
PO Box 349 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Phone: +677 281 66 
Fax: +677 255 13 
Email: jreynolds@moh.gov.sb  

SOUTH AFRICA – AFRIQUE DU SUD – SUDÁFRICA 

Billy Malose Makhafola 
Deputy Director 
Directorate Food Safety and Quality Assurance 
National Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag x343 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 12 319 6023 
Fax: +27 12 319 6055 
Email: BillyM@nda.agric.za  
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Gideon Joubert 
Specialist 
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS) 
Private Bag X25 
BROOKLYN PRETORIA 0075 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 12 428 6086 
Fax: +27 12 428 6466 
Email: joubergj@nrcs.org.za  

SPAIN – ESPAGNE – ESPAÑA 

Belén Crespo Sánchez-Eznarriaga 
Deputy Director of Food Alert Coordination and Official 
Control Programming 
Spanish Food Safety and Nutrition Agency 
Alcalá 56 
MADRID 28071 
SPAIN 
Phone: +34 91 338 0715 
Fax: +34 91 338 0238 

Patricia García González 
Veterinary Technician  
General Directory of Public Health and Foreign Health 
Ministry of Health and Consume 
Paseo del Prado 18-20 
MADRID 28070 
SPAIN 
Phone: +34 91 596 4186 
Fax: +34 91 360 1343 
Email: pgarciago@msc.es  

Fernando Riesco Rodríguez 
Veterinary Technician  
General Directory of Public Health and Foreign Health 
Ministry of Health and Consume 
Paseo del Prado 18-20 
MADRID 28070 
SPAIN 
Phone: +34 91 596 1049 
Fax: +34 91 360 1343 
Email: friesco@msc.es  

SUDAN – SOUDAN – SUDÁN 

Sanaa Elshafie 
Head of Technical Committee Department 
Sudanese Standard and Metrology Organisation 
KHARTOUM 00249 
SUDAN 
Phone: +249 9123 89023 
Email: sanaelshafie@hotmail.com  

Maha Mohamed Mohamed Khair 
Head of Conformity Assessment Unit 
Sudanese Standards and Metrology Organisation 
KHARTOUM 
SUDAN 00249 
Phone: +249 9225 61236 
Email: mahakhair@hotmail.com  

Amani Balla Omer 
Director of Engineering Unit 
Sudanese Standards and Metrology Organisation 
PORT SUDAN 
SUDAN 00249 
Phone: +249 9126 62288 
Email: amani_balla@yahoo.com  

SWAZILAND 

Sipho E. Shongwe 
Senior Health Inspector 
Swaziland Government 
Box 5 
MBABANE 
SWAZILAND 
Phone: +268 404 2431/2 
Fax: +268 404 5607 
Email: envhealth@swazi.net / esshongwe@yahoo.com 

Simon Mkhwanazi 
Environmental Health Officer 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
PO Box 104 Motshane 
MBABANE  
SWAZILAND 
Phone: +268 607 0289 
Fax: +268 404 5607 
Email: envhealth@swazi.net  

SWEDEN – SUÈDE – SUECIA 

Lars Croon 
Chief Government Inspector 
National Food Administration 
PO Box 622 
UPPSALA SE 751 26 
SWEDEN 
Phone: +46 18 175 564 
Fax: +46 18 105 848 
Email: lbcr@slv.se  

Eva Fredberg Bawelin 
Senior Veterinary Officer 
Swedish National Food Administration 
Box 622 
UPPSALA 751 26 
SWEDEN 
Phone: +46 18 175 500 
Fax: +46 18 121 949 
Email: eva.fredberg@slv.se  

SWITZERLAND – SUISSE – SUIZA 

Jürg Rüfenacht 
Head of International Trade 
International Affairs, Swiss Veterinary Office 
Schwarzenburgstr. 155 
Bern-Liebfeld CH 3097 
SWITZERLAND  
Phone: +41 031 323 3033 
Fax: +41 031 323 8656 
Email: juerg.ruefenacht@bvet.admin.ch  

TANZANIA 

Rehema Shemhina 
Food Inspector 
Tanzania Food and Drugs Authority 
77150 DAR ES SALAAM 
TANZANIA 
Phone: +255 22 245 0512 
Fax: +255 22 245 0793 
Email: rehemas@hotmail.com / rehema.shemhina@tfda.or.tz  
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THAILAND – THAÏLANDE – TAILANDIA 

Vijak Arkubkriya 
Deputy Secretary General 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
50 Phaholyothin Road,  
Ladyao Chatuchak 
BANGKOK 10900 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 561 3545  
Fax: +66 2 561 3546 
Email: vijak@acfs.go.th 

Suntorn Kumsuk 
Senior Food Technologist 
Songkla Fish Inspection and Research Centre 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
79/2 Wichienchom Road,Boryang Maung 
SONGKLA 90000 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 74 440 054 
Fax: +66 74 314 797 
Email: SUNTORNK@FISHERIES.GO.TH  

Kalayanee Deprasirtvong 
Senior Food and Drug Technologist  
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiwanon Road 
NONTABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 590 7214 
Fax: +66 2 590 7411 
Email: are@fda.moph.go.th  

Anucha Moom-on 
Veterinary Officer 
Department of Livestock Development 
69/1 Phayathai Road 
BANGKOK 10400 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 653 4444 Ext.3134 
Fax: +66 2 653 4931 
Email: ae_moomon@yahoo.com / hconline@dld.go.th  

Sasiwimon Tabyam 
Standards Officer 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives  
50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao Chatuchak 
BANGKOK10900 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 561 2277 Ext.1449 
Fax: +66 2 561 3357 
Email: sasiwimon@acfs.go.th 

Bongkosh Olanratmanee 
Pharmacist 
Import-Export Inspection Division 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiwanon Road 
NONTABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 8 1205 9095 
Fax: + 66 2 591 8477 
Email: biley063@yahoo.com  

Malinee Subvanich 
Member of the Federation of Thai Industries 
The Federation of Thai Industries Food Processing Industry 
Club 
4th Floor Zone C Queen Sirikit National ConventionCentre 
New Ratchad Apisek Road Klongtoey 
BANGKOK 10110 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 345 1000 
Fax: +66 2 345 1296 99 
Email: information@off.fti.or.th  

Rungroj Rungrojsakorn 
Director 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
92/6 6th Floor Sathorn Thani II Sathorn Road 
BANGKOK 10500 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 235 5622 4 
Fax: +662 235 5625 

Vipaporn Sakulkru 
Technical Officer 
Thai Food Processors’ Association  
170/21-22 9th Floor Ocean Tower, 1BLD New 
Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey 
BANGKOK 10110 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 261 2684 6 
Fax: +66 2 261 2996 7 
Email: datacenter@thaifood.org  

TURKEY 

Ömer Faruk Doĝan 
Deputy Undersecretary 
Prime Ministry Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade 
İnönü Bulvari 36 
ANKARA 06100 
TURKEY 
Phone: +90 312 212 8731 
Fax: +90 312 212 8738 
Email: doganof@dtm.gov.tr  

Çigdem Kiliçkaya 
Head of Department 
Prime Ministry Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade 
İnönü Bulvari 36 
ANKARA 06100 
TURKEY 
Phone: +90 312 212 5896 
Fax: +90 312 121 8768 
Email: kilickayac@dtm.gov.tr  

UNITED ARAB EMIRITES – ÉMIRATS ARABES UNIS 
– EMIRATOS ÁRABES UNIDOS 

Sultan Al Busaidi  
Lead Food Inspector 
Food Inspection 
Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority 
ABU DHABI 76807 
UNITED ARAB EMIRITES 
Phone: +97 150 22 00611 
Fax: +97 02 87 23305 
Email: sultan.busaidi@adfca.ae  
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Salem Almansori 
Head Food Inspector 
Adu Dhabi Food Control Authority 
ABU DHABI 76807 
UNITED ARAB EMIRITES 
Phone: +97 150 4444 635 
Fax: +97 02 87 23305 
Email: salem.mansouri@ADFCa.ae  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – ÉTATS-UNIS 
D’AMÉRIQUE – ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Mary Stanley 
International Policy Advisor 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Room 2137 South Building 
WASHINGTON DC 20250 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 720 0287 
Fax: +1 202 720 6050 
Email: Mary.Stanley@fsis.usda.gov  

Christine P. Brown 
Office of Trade Agreements and Compliance 
Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20230 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 482 5089 
Email: Christine.brown@mail.doc.gov  

Bryce Quick 
US Codex Manager 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Room 4861 South Building 
WASHINGTON DC 20250 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 720 7760 
Fax: +1 202 720 3157 
Email: Bryce.quick@fsis.usda.gov  

Lori Tortora 
International Trade Specialist 
Processed Products and Technical Regulations Division 
Office of Scientific and Technical Affairs 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 720 0634 
Fax: +1 202 720 0340 
Email: Lori.Tortora@fas.usda.gov 

Michael Wehr 
Codex Program Coordinator 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
COLLEGE PARK 20740we 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 301 436 1724 
Fax: +1 301 436 2618 
Email: Michael.wehr@fda.hhs.gov 

Elizabeth Parker 
Chief Veterinarian  
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 347 0228 
Fax: +1 202 638 0607 
Email: eparker@beef.org  

ZAMBIA – ZAMBIE 

Delphin Kinkese 
Chief Policy Analyst 
Food Safety and Cosmetics 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 30205 
LUSAKA 
ZAMBIA 
Phone: +260 977 395 296 
Fax: +260 125 33 44 
Email: dmkinkese@yahoo.co.uk / dmkinkese@moh.gov.zm  

Yona Sinkala 
Principal Epidemiologist 
Department of Veterinary and Livestock Development 
Box 30041 
LUSAKA 10101 
ZAMBIA 
Phone: +260 979 313 526 
Fax: +260 211 229 470 
Email: ysinkala@naleicdvld.gov.zm  

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANISATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES 
INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES 
INTERNACIONALES  

FOOD AND AGRICUTURE OGANISATION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS (FAO) 
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR 
L’ALIMENTATION ET L’AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZACIÓN DE LAS NACIOBES UNIDAS PARA 
LA AGRICULTURA Y LA ALIMENTACIÓN 

Catherine Bessy 
Nutrition Officer 
Food Quality and Standards Service (AGNS) 
Nutrition and Consumer Protection Division (AGN) 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
ROME 00153 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 065 705 3679 
Fax: +39 065 705 4593 
Email: Catherine.Bessy@fao.org  

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF LEGAL 
METROLOGY 

Willem Kool 
BIML Assistant Director 
International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) 
11, rue Turgot 
PARIS 75009 
FRANCE 
Phone: +33 1 4878 5782 
Fax: +33 1 4282 1727 
Email: Willem.Kool@oiml.org   
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 
ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL DE LA SALUD 

Anthony Hazzard 
Regional Adviser in Food Safety 
World Health Organization 
Western Pacific Regional Office 
P.O. Box 2932 
1000 Manila 
Philippines 
Tel: +63 2 528 9872/ +63 2 528 8001 (trunk) 
Fax: +63 2 526 027 
Email: hazzarda@wpro.who.int 

INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANISATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES 
INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES NO 
GUBERNAMENTALES 

INTERNATIONAL BABYFOOD ACTION NETWORK 

Sheila Bazar 
Legal Advisor Food Safety 
Arugaan International Babyfood Action Network 
PO Box 231 
University of the Philippines, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 

Maria Ines Fernandez 
Executive Director 
Arugaan International Babyfood Action Network 
PO Box 231 
University of the Philippines, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 490 5452 
Fax: +632 922 5189 
Email: innes.sea@gmail.com  

Minerva Morada 
Legal Advisor Food Safety 
Arugaan International Babyfood Action Network 
PO Box 231 
University of the Philippines, Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 952 0601 
Email: morelaw@hotmail.com  

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF GROCERY 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (ICGMA) – 
CONSEJO INTERNACIONAL DE ASOCIACIONES DE 
ASOCIACIONES DEFABRICANTES DE 
COMESTIBLES 

Peggy Rochette 
Senior Director  
International Affairs 
Grocery Manufacturers Association 
1350 I Street NW 
WASHINGTON 20005 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 202 639 5921 
Fax: +1 202 639 5991 
Email: prochette@gmaonline.org   

Kenneth Falci  
Senior Director  
Scientific Regulatory Operations 
Kellogg Company 
235 Porter Street, PSOC 91-4 
Battle Creek, MICHIGAN 49014 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 269 961 3632 
Fax: +1 269 660 4549 
Email: Ken.falci@kellogg.com  

INTERNATIONAL GLUTAMATE TECHNICAL 
COMMITTEE 

Masanori Kohmura 
Scientific Advisor  
International Glutamate Technical Committee 
487/1 Si Ayutthaya Road 
Khwaeng Thanon Phaya Thai Khet Ratchathewi 
BANGKOK 10400 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2248 7241 
Fax: +66 2248 7242 
Email: masanori_kohmura@ajinmoto.com  

INTERNATIONAL NUT AND DRIED FRUIT COUNCIL 
FOUNDATION 

Julie Adams 
Member of the INC Scientific and Government Affairs 
Committee 
International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation 
1150 Ninth Street, Suite 1500 
MODESTO 95354 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 209 549 8262 
Fax: +1 209 549 8267 
Email: jadams@almondboard.com  

SECRETARIAT – SECRÉTARIAT – SECRETARÍA 

CODEX SECRETARIAT – SECRÉTARIAT DU CODEX – 
SECRETARÍA DEL CODEX 

Annamaria Bruno 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 ROME 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 5705 6254 
Fax: +39 06 570 54593 
Email: annamaria.bruno@fao.org 

Tom Heilandt 
Senior Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 ROME  
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 570 54384 
Fax: +39 06 570 54593 
Email: tom.heilandt@fao.org 

YmShik Lee 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 ROME  
ITALY 
Phone: + 39 06570 55854 
Fax: + 39 06570 54593 
Email: ymshik.lee@fao.org 
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AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAT – SECRÉTARIAT 
AUSTRALIENNE – SECRETARÍA AUSTRALIANA 

Ann Backhouse 
Manager 
Codex Australia 
Food and Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 5692 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: ann.backhouse@daff.gov.au 

Suzanne Blake 
Assistant Manager 
Codex Australia 
Food and Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
& Forestry 
GPO BOX 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 5112 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: suzanne.blake@daff.gov.au 

Rebecca Lathbury 
Executive Officer 
Codex Australia 
Food and Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 4542 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: rebecca.lathbury@daff.gov.au    

PHILIPPINE SECRETARIAT – SECRÉTARIAT DE 
PHILIPPINE SECRETARÍA FILIPINAS -  

Gilberto F. Layese 
Director IV 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Products Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 455 2858 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Rosemarie V. Calibo 
Information Officer III 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Products Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Genesis F. Franco 
Administrative Aide IV 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Products Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, 
Diliman  
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Mary Grace Mandigna 
OIC Chief Science Research Specialist 
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Products Standards 
Department of Agriculture 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131 / 455 2858 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: grivere@yahoo.com / bafps@yahoo.com 

May Ann B. Redulfa 
Administrative Staff 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Products Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, 
Diliman  
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Exuperia Agad 
Senior Agriculturist   
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +63 32 253 1699 
Fax:  +63 32 256 3149 
Email: peragad@yahoo.com 

Karen Kristine A. Roscom 
Chief Science Research Specialist 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Products Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131 
Fax: +632 455 2858 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

Juana Albarracin 
Planning Officer III 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 256 3061 
Fax +63 32 256 3061 
Email: jcalbarracin@yahoo.com 
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Jessica Albino 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 255 7559 

Magdalena Editha Almirante 
Administrative Officer V  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 5187 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: magsalmirante@yahoo.com 

Joseph Rommel Bascar 
Administrative Officer II  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 412 5041 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: melbascar@hotmail.com 

Carmelita Camingawan   
Bookkeeper  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 4613 

Maureen Candado 
Administrative Assistant III 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 412 8398 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 

Alma Conejos 
Agriculturist I  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 255 7559 
Fax +63 32 255 7559 
Email: daisymonica03@yahoo.com 

Petronila Corpuz 
Senior Agriculturist   
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 256 3061 
Fax +63 32 256 3061 
Email: nilacorpuz@yahoo.com 

Eril Cortes 
Administrative Aide II  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 915 877 8580 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: echocha2001@yahoo.com 

Arnie delas Marias  
Veterinarian   
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
Mactan International Airport Authority 
MACTAN, LAPU LAPU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone +63 32 340 2486 loc 4018  
Fax +63 32 256 3063 

Cheryl de la Victoria 
Assistant Information Officer 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 253 8383 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: chechemdv@yahoo.com/ching2x@yahoo.com 

Luz Dominguez 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 256 3061 
Fax +63 32 256 3061 

Angel Enriquez 
Officer-In- Charge, Regional Technical Director for 
Operations  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 4617 
Fax +63 32 254 4617 
Email: angelred2003@yahoo.com 

Melquiades Ibarra  
Information Officer   
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street, 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 5187 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: melquian@yahoo.com 

Vicente Labajo 
Agriculture Technician I  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 256 6031 
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Benigno Christopher Lucero 
Chief, Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Division  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 255 7559 
Fax +63 32 255 7559 
Email: christopher7lucero@yahoo.com 

Maria Isabel Martinez 
Administrative Officer IVI  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 4615 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 
Email: belskie_62@yahoo.com 

Genelyn Milleza 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 256 6031 
Fax +63 32 256 6031 

Maribel Peńas 
Agriculture Technician I  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 412 8398 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 

Jocelyn Pilapil 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 255 7559 

Evelyn Romarate 
Officer- in-Charge, Accounting Section  
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 412 8398 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 

Emelita Sanchez 
Cashier II 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 253 8381 
Fax +63 32 256 3063 

Rosallie Sepe 
Clerk 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Unit 7 
M. Velez Street 
CEBU CITY 6000 
PHILIPPINES  
Phone +63 32 254 4617 
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Appendix II 

Proposed Draft Generic Model Official Certificate 

(N08-2008) 

(at Step 5/8) 

The following is intended to be an Annex to the Codex Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use 
of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001). 

Scope of the Annex 

This Annex is intended to provide additional guidance to competent authorities based on the principles set 
out in Section 4 and elaborating on the information provided in Sections 8 and 9. When model official 
certificates for specific purposes are otherwise established by Codex Alimentarius, countries should refer to 
such guidelines. 

Although certificates are primarily focused on sanitary aspects, they may also address aspects relating to fair 
practices in the food trade where these matters are certified by the certifying bodies. 

This model certificate could cover multiple products in a single certificate. 

Explanatory notes on the generic model for an official certificate 

General: 

The certificate should be completed in a legible manner.  

If the consignee, point of entry, or transport details change after the certificate has been issued, it is the 
responsibility of the importer to advise the competent authority of the importing country. Such a change 
should not result in a request for a replacement certificate to be issued. 

The model certificate as it appears includes numbers designed to facilitate establishing a link between a 
particular section and the corresponding explanatory note. It is not intended that these numbers appear in the 
actual certificates issued by the certifying body. 

Specific: 

Certificate type: the certificate should be marked with “ORIGINAL”, “COPY” or “REPLACEMENT” as 
appropriate. 

Country: name of the country that issues the certificate possibly accompanied by a logo or a letter head. The 
objective is to clearly identify the country having the responsibility of issuing the certificate. 

1. Consignor/Exporter: name and address (street, town and region/province/state, as applicable) of the 
natural or legal person or entity who sends the consignment. 

2. Certificate number: this identification number should be unique for each certificate and authorised by 
the competent authority of the exporting country. For multiple page certificates, see paragraph 38 of 
document CAC/GL 38-2001. 

3. Competent Authority: name of the Competent Authority of the country responsible for certification. 

4.  Certifying Body: name of the Certifying Body when it is different from the Competent Authority . 

5. Consignee/Importer: name and address of the natural or legal person or entity to whom the 
consignment is shipped in the country of destination, at the time the certificate is issued. 

6. Country of origin1: name of the country in which the products were produced, manufactured or 
packaged. 

                                                 
1 ISO Code: the two letter country codes, in compliance with the international standard (ISO 3166 alpha-2), could be 
used. 
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7. Country of destination1: name of the country of destination of the products.  

8. Place of loading: name of a seaport, airport, freight terminal, rail station or other place at which goods 
are loaded onto the means of transport being used for their carriage. 

9. Means of transport: air/ship/rail/road/other,  as appropriate and the identification (name or number) of 
these if available, or relevant documentary references. 

10. Declared point of entry: if required and available the name of the point of entry authorised by the 
competent authority of the importing country and, its UN/LOCODE (refer to the United Nations Code 
for Trade and Transport Locations). 

11. Conditions for transport/storage: appropriate temperature category (ambient, chilled, frozen) or other 
requirements (e.g. humidity) for transport/storage of the product. 

12. Total quantity:  in appropriate units of weight or volume for the whole consignment. 

13. Identification of container(s)/Seal number(s): identify the containers and seal numbers where 
applicable or if known. 

14. Total number of packages: total number of packages for all products in the consignment. 

15. Identification of food product(s): give the descriptive information specific to the product or products to 
be certified.  

Where appropriate: nature of the food (or description of the commodity), commodity code (HS code), 
species, intended purpose, producer/manufacturer, approval number of establishments (slaughterhouse, 
production plant, store (cold store or not)), region or compartment of origin, name of the product, lot 
identifier, type of packaging, number of packages, net weight per type of product. 

- Nature of the food (or description of product):  description of the product(s) precise enough to 
allow the product(s) to be classified in the World Customs Organisation's Harmonised System, 
including the commodity code (HS code) where appropriate  

- Intended purpose (or Food products certified for): the end use of the product should be specified 
in the certificate (e.g. direct human consumption, further processing, and trade samples). 

Where a certificate for trade samples is required, a consignment consisting of a food sample intended 
for evaluation, testing or research, in the importing country may be described using a term such as 
"trade samples". It should be clearly indicated on the certificate or the package that the sample is not 
intended for retail sale and has no commercial value. 

- Region or compartment of origin: if applicable: This is only for products affected by 
regionalisation measures or by the setting up of approved zones or compartments. 

- Type of packaging: identify the type of packaging of products as defined in Recommendation No. 
21 of UN/CEFACT (United Nation Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business). 

16. Attestations: information indicating compliance with the relevant regulation(s) of the importing or 
exporting countries in accordance with the recommendations, as appropriate, of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. 

Attestations should be the minimum required for the products certified to ensure food safety and fair 
practices in the food trade. Attestations should be applicable to the food products certified. 

Non-applicable attestations should be excluded or deleted. 

There may be other attestations covering different issues (cf. paragraph 7 of document CAC/GL 38-2001). 

17. Certifying officer : name, official position, official stamp (optional), date of signature and signature. 

Certificates should be issued in accordance with section 9 of document CAC/GL 38-2001. 
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LOGO/LETTERHEAD 

GENERIC MODEL OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE  

COUNTRY: CERTIFICATE TYPE

2. Certificate number: 

3. Competent authority: 

1. Consignor/Exporter: 

4. Certifying body: 

5. Consignee/Importer:  

6. Country of origin: ISO Code: 

7. Country of destination : ISO Code: 

8. Place of loading: 

9. Means of transport: 10. Declared point of entry:  

11. Conditions for transport/storage: 12. Total quantity* 

13. Identification of container(s)/Seal number(s):  14. Total number of packages 

15. Identification of food products as described below (multiple lines may be used for multiple products) 

No. Nature of the food, commodity code (HS code) 
where appropriate 

Species* Intended purpose 

    

No. Producer/Manufacturer Approval number of 
establishments* 

Region or compartment of 
origin 

    

No. Name of the 
product  

Lot Identifier* Type of 
packaging 

Number of 
packages 

Net weight 

      

16. Attestations: 

17. Certifying officer:   

Name: Official position: 

Date: Signature:  

Official Stamp:  

The Generic Model Official Certificate should be read in conjunction with the explanatory notes. 

* If required 
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Appendix III 

Project Document 

Proposal for New Work to Develop Principles and Guidelines for National Food Control Systems 

Prepared by: CCFICS 

1. Purpose and scope of the proposed standard 

The purpose and scope of the work is to develop principles and guidelines which provide a framework that 
may assist governments in the development and operation of a national food control system to ensure that 
foods, and their production systems, meet requirements for achieving the appropriate level of protection in 
order to protect the health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food trade, consistent with existing 
Codex documents. 

2. Relevance and timeliness 

While Codex (including CCFICS) has produced several guidelines, standards and related texts for import 
and export control and certification systems and food production and hygiene, there is limited guidance 
which has been developed specifically for the competent authority on the development and implementation 
of a national food control system that protects the health of consumers and ensures fair practices in the food 
trade. 

The existing CCFICS guidelines are focused on import and export control and certification systems, and: 

 Food is primarily prepared for the purposes of domestic consumption; 

 Many countries directly adopt Codex documents into their national food control systems; 

 There is a substantial amount of information within existing Codex guidelines that is not applicable to 
national food control systems; 

 There is no cohesive presentation of what principles or provisions of these documents could/should 
apply to national food control; and  

 There is little reference or guidance on how sections of existing guidelines that may be applicable to 
national food control systems could be implemented. 

3. The main aspects to be covered 

The development of principles and guidelines for national food control systems would complement existing 
texts produced by Codex and other international organisations and may provide countries with a framework 
to establish a national food control system that is based on recognised principles and be consistent with 
international obligations, to the benefit of both exporting and importing countries and international trade.  

Areas that may be covered by the proposed principles and guidelines for national food control systems 
include objectivity, harmonization, consistency, and transparency. General features such as legislation, food 
safety control programs, enforcement activities and infrastructure requirements would also be included. 

Moreover, the fundamental food safety principles would need to be considered, such as the use of a risk 
based approach, the coverage of the entire food chain, i.e. ‘farm to table’ policy, and the primary 
responsibility of food business operators in ensuring the safety of their products. 

4. Assessment against the Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities 

The proposal is consistent with the criteria as follows: 

General Criterion: 

A framework providing guidance for the development and implementation of national food control systems 
that may assist competent authorities in protecting the health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in the 
food trade. 
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Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade: 

The proposed principles and guidelines may assist competent authorities in implementing a national food 
control system that is based on recognised principles and consistent with international obligations, to the 
benefit of both exporting and importing countries and international trade.  

Scope of work and establishment of priorities between the various sections of work: 

The scope of the work is to develop principles and guidelines which provide a framework that may assist 
governments in the development and operation of a national food control system to ensure that foods, and 
their production systems, deliver the appropriate level of protection in order to protect the health of 
consumers and ensure fair practices in the food trade, consistent with existing Codex documents. 

Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field and/or suggested by the 
relevant international intergovernmental body (ISO): 

The Food and Agricultural Organisation and World Health Organisation have developed documents such as: 
Assuring Food Safety and Quality: Guidelines for Strengthening National Food Control Systems (FAO Food 
and Nutrition Paper 76);  Food Safety Risk Analysis: A Guide for National Food Safety Authorities (FAO 
Food and Nutrition Paper 87); Strengthening national food control systems- guidelines to assess capacity 
building needs " (ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/a0601e/a0601e00.pdf ); Risk based food inspection 
manual" (ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/a0822e/a0822e00.pdf ); Perspectives and guidelines on food 
legislation with a new "model food law" (FAO legislative study)" 
(http://www.fao.org/legal/legstud/ls87/ls87e.pdf; and "Biosecurity toolkit" 
(ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/a1140e/a1140e.pdf ). The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and 
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) are also engaged in activities to strengthen national 
systems through programs such as Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) and Phytosanitary Capacity 
Evaluation (PCE). 

These standards and programs will be taken into consideration when developing the proposed principles and 
guidelines to prevent any duplication.  

5. Relevance to Codex Strategic Objectives 

The proposal is consistent with Goal 1 Promoting Sound Regulatory Frameworks (Codex Strategic Plan 
2008-2013): 

 International harmonization based on Codex standards, guidelines and recommendations is essential to 
promoting a global approach to consumer health protection, including systems for the reduction of 
food-borne risks, and minimizing the negative effects of technical regulations on international trade. 

 In strengthening the strategic focus of Codex in the development of standards and related texts based 
on risk and performance for broad application across a range of commodities, the CAC must give 
priority to establishing a coherent and integrated set of food standards covering the entire food chain. 
Such an approach can serve as a model for the members of the CAC to pursue food regulatory systems 
that provide consumers with safe food and ensure fair practices in the food trade. 

 The Codex Strategic Plan also recognises that in many countries, effective food control is undermined 
by the existence of fragmented legislation, multiple jurisdictions and weaknesses in surveillance, 
monitoring and enforcements. The development of these principles and guidelines will benefit 
developing countries by providing them with the necessary tools to ensure their national systems are 
robust and consistent with international standards. 

6. Information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents 

While Codex has developed many guidelines, standards and codes of hygienic practice that may contain 
components applicable to national food control systems, there are few texts that have been developed 
specifically to provide guidance to the competent authority on the implementation of a national food control 
system. 
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The scope and objectives of CCFICS texts such as Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (CAC/GL 
47-2003) and Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995) which 
operate in conjunction with Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997) is import and export inspection 
and as a consequence there is a substantial amount of information within these documents that is not 
applicable to national food control systems. 

The proposed principles and guidelines will complement, and may result in the revision of existing texts and 
specifically address the development and implementation of national food control systems. 

7. Identification of any requirement for and availability of expert scientific advice 

None required 

8. Identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies so that this can be 
planned for 

None required 

9. Proposed timeline for completion of the new work, including the start date, the proposed date for 
adoption at Step 5, and the proposed date for adoption by the Commission; the time frame for 
developing a standard should not normally exceed five years 

Subject to Commission approval at its 32nd session in 2009, it is expected that the work can be completed in 
two to three years with: 

 consideration at Step 3 by CCFICS 18 in 2009; 

 consideration at Step 5 by CCFICS 19 in 2010; 

 adoption of the proposed Principles and Guidelines by the Commission in 2011. 
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