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Subiject: Distribution of the Report of the Eighteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food
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The report of the Eighteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and
Certification Systems will be considered by the 33™ Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
(Geneva. Switzerland, 5-9 July 2010).

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 33"° SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
COMMISSION

Proposed draft Principles and guidelines for the conduct of assessment of foreign official inspection
and certification systems (Annex to the Guidelines for the design, operation, assessment and accreditation
of food import and export inspection and certification systems (CAC/GL 26-1997)) (N07-2008) advanced to
Steps 5/8 of the Codex Procedure, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7 (ALINORM 10/33/30, Appendix I1).
See also para. 39 of this report.

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above document should do
so in writing, preferably by e-mail, to the Secretariat, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food
Standards Programme, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, lItaly (e-mail: codex@fao.org,
telefax : +39 06 57054593), not later than 30 April 2010.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Eighteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification
Systems reached the following conclusions:

Matters for the 33" Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

Matters for adoption / approval

Proposed draft Standards and Related Texts at Step 8 and 5/8 of the Procedure

The Committee agreed to forward to the Commission for adoption at Step 5/8 the renamed Principles and
guidelines for the conduct of assessment of foreign official inspection and certification systems (Annex to
the Guidelines for the design, operation, assessment and accreditation of food import and export inspection
and certification systems (CAC/GL 26-1997) (N07-2008) (see para. 39 and Appendix I1).

Matters of interest

The Committee agreed to return the proposed draft principles and guidelines for the national food control
systems (N06-2009) to Step 2 (see para. 68).

Matters referred to other Committees / Task Forces

Committee on General Principles (CCGP)

The Committee agreed to contribute some points to the upcoming discussion in CCGP on the merit of
developing a general definition for the term “competent authority” (see para. 6).
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INTRODUCTION

1. The Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS)
held its 18" Session in Surfers Paradise, Australia, from 1 to 5 March 2010, at the kind invitation of the
Government of Australia. Mr Gregory Read, Executive Manager, Australian Quarantine and Inspection
Service, Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, chaired the Session. The
Session was attended by 160 delegates from 66 Member countries and 1 Member organization,
5 international governmental and non-governmental organizations. The list of participants, including the
Secretariat, is given in Appendix | to this report.

Division of Competence®

2. The Committee noted the division of competence between the European Union and its Member States,
according to paragraph 5, Rule Il of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, as
presented in CRD 1.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)

3. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the Session.

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, OTHER CODEX
COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
(Agenda Item 2)°

4.  The Committee noted relevant decisions of the 32" Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission,
of the 62" and 63" Sessions of the Executive Committee and of other Committees, as presented in document
CX/FICS 10/18/2.

5. In addition, the Committee was informed that the 9" Session of the Committee on Milk and Milk
Products (CCMMP) had reviewed the Model export certificate for milk and milk products (CAC/GL 67-
2008) to make it consistent with the Generic model official certificate (Annex to the Guidelines for design,
production, issuance and use of generic official certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001)). The Committee further
noted that CCMMP had recommended that CCFICS take into account the specificities of the Model export
certificate for milk and milk products in any future revision of the Generic model official certificate and that,
when such revision would be completed and the specificities for milk and milk products would be adequately
addressed, consideration could be given to the revocation of the CAC/GL 67-2008."

Use of the term “competent authority”

6.  The Committee noted the discussion at the 62™ Session of the Executive Committee concerning the
inconsistent use of the term “competent authority” and the decision of the 32" Session of the Commission to
request the Committee on General Principles (CCGP) to look into the merit of developing a general
definition for “competent authority” for inclusion in the Procedural Manual®. The Committee agreed to
contribute the following points to the discussion in CCGP:

- The term “competent authority” is highly relevant to the work of CCFICS as is extensively used in 8
of the 9 texts developed by CCFICS;

- The Committee has considered defining the term at previous sessions but has concluded that the term
was self-explanatory®;

- The term is defined through its use in CCFICS texts and, therefore, a general definition would impact
on each of these texts; and

- The term is used by many governments and a general definition should not exclude any of these uses.

CRD 1 (Annotated Agenda — Division of competence between the European Union and its Member States);
CXI/FICS 10/18/1

CXI/FICS 10/18/2

ALINORM 10/33/11 para. 94

ALINORM 10/32/REP, para. 105

ALINORM 01/30A, para. 14

o g~ W N
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF FAO AND WHO RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF CCFICS
(Agenda ltem 3a)’

7. The Representative of FAO informed the Committee of recent activities of FAO and WHO to
strengthen member countries’ import/export and domestic food inspection systems. Two volumes of the
“risk based food inspection” manual series, the “Risk based food inspection manual” and the “Guidelines for
risk based fish inspection” had recently been published in English, French and Spanish. New work related to
guidance on imported food controls had been initiated. This work was complemented by the development of
tools and guidance on sampling issues and food safety emergencies response. An international meeting on
food safety emergencies would be organised in September 2010. The Representative further reported on
specific projects in Asia and Africa having a strong inspection planning and implementation component.
These projects had as a major focus to improve targeting of food inspection activities using the risk analysis
framework with an emphasis on risk profiling and risk ranking. The projects would also be closely associated
with the above mentioned new work on the development of guidance on imported food controls.

8.  The delegation of Japan provided additional details regarding the scheduling of activities of the project
in ASEAN countries funded by Japan.

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS RELEVANT TO
THE WORK OF CCFICS (Agenda Item 3b)°?

9.  The Observer from the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) informed the Committee of OIE

work relevant to CCFICS, in particular of the activities of the OIE Working Group on Animal Production
Food Safety, which was established by OIE in 2002 to manage the risks arising at the farm level and to
improve coordination of the standard setting activities of OIE and Codex. The Committee noted that OIE
would continue to address food safety-related issues as a high priority in its standard-setting work and to
work closely with the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies and with other international
bodies in promoting safe international trade in animal products. The Observer further informed the
Committee that the OIE Code for Terrestrial Animals and the Code for Aquatic Animals contained standards
for veterinary services and for the management of food safety hazards at the production level. The
Committee noted that OIE Members had strongly supported the evaluation of the quality of veterinary
services using the OIE Tool for the Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services (OIE PVS Tool) and
that more than 100 countries had completed the evaluation.

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN ON-
SITE AUDITS AND INSPECTIONS (N07-2008) (Agenda Item 4)°

10. The delegation of Australia briefly introduced the report of the physical working group, which met in
Miami in July 2009, at the kind invitation of the United States of America. The Delegation said that the
proposed draft principles and guidelines aimed at replacing the existing annex to the Guidelines for the
design, operation, assessment and accreditation of food import and export inspection and certification
systems (CAC/GL 26-1997), providing guidance to all tools used by importing countries to assess an
exporting country’s official inspection and certification system.

11. Many delegations congratulated the working group on the quality of the proposed draft text in which
most concerns had been resolved. They expressed the hope that this important text could be further improved
editorially at the present session and progressed to steps 5/8.

" FICS 18/INF/1; CRD 4 (Comments of Solomon Islands)

® FICS 18/INF/2

® CX/FICS 10/18/3; CX/FICS 10/18/3 Add. 1 (Comments of Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, European Union, France,
Indonesia, Mexico, New Zealand, Panama, Philippines, South Africa, United States of America and OIE); CX/FICS
10/18/4 Add. 2 (Comments of Japan, Norway and Panama); CRD 2 (Comments of Colombia, Ghana, India,
Jamaica, Kenya, Mali, Norway, Solomon Islands, Uruguay and Thailand)
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Specific comments™®

12.  The Committee reviewed the proposed draft text paragraph by paragraph and, additionally to editorial
changes to improve clarity, including corrections to the French and Spanish versions of the text, agreed to the
following amendments:

Section 1 — Introduction
Paragraph 1

13. The Committee agreed to delete the words “In the context of a relationship between two countries” at

the beginning of the paragraph as the context of the guidance was already given in the parent document
CAC/GL 26-1997. The Committee also agreed to delete the words “or verify” as verification was one of the
tools that can be used in an assessment. The Committee further agreed to clarify in the last sentence of the
paragraph that the annex was not meant to mandate use of assessments but to provide guidance when they
were used.

Paragraph 2

14. The Committee clarified that assessment should concentrate on systems rather than on specific
commodities or establishments and that when determining the appropriate assessment tool should include
whether on-site visits were required.

Paragraph 3

15. The Committee clarified that relevant sections of the OIE PVS Tool should be considered where
appropriate.

Section 3 — Principles
Paragraph 5

16. The Committee highlighted the overarching principle that an importing country’s competent authority
may conduct an assessment of foreign official inspection and certification systems only with the agreement
of the exporting country. The Committee deleted the reference to audits and inspection as they were part of
assessment.

Principle C

17. The Committee amended Principle C to clarify that the tool to be used for the conduct of the
assessment should be agreed by the importing and exporting countries prior to the commencement of the
assessment. While recognising that “audit” was the preferred approach for the conduct of an assessment, the
Committee agreed to delete the term in the second sentence noting that paragraphs 16-19 provided adequate
guidance on the identification of the tool.

Principle E

18. The Committee clarified that the competent authority of the exporting country should not only be
notified by the competent authority of the importing country but also agree to the plan for the assessment of
the official inspection and certification system. The Committee agreed to refer to a “reasonable period of
time prior to the commencement of the assessment” rather than “well in advance of undertaking the
assessment” to indicate more precisely the timeframe by which the plan should be notified and agreed by the
exporting country’s competent authority and for consistency with the language used in other CCFICS texts.

Section 4 - Conduct of Assessment

Paragraph 6

19. The Committee included the term “competent authority” for consistency.
Paragraph 7

20. The Committee highlighted the need to avoid duplication of effort on the part of the exporting country
through coordination of assessments by multiple competent authorities of an importing country.

10" paragraph’ numbers listed below are related to document CX/FICS 10/18/3 (and not to the finalised document as
presented in Appendix Il to this report)
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Paragraph 8

21. The Committee emphasised the need for the competent authority or authorities of the exporting
country to cooperate, coordinate and assist in the implementation of the assessment in order to achieve the
assessment’s results.

Paragraph 10

22. The Committee clarified that it was the responsibility of the competent authority to ensure that their
auditors, inspectors or auditing organizations were impartial.

Paragraph 11

23. The Committee agreed to replace “commercial confidential information” and “intellectual property
rights” with “confidential information” and clarified that the competent authority should ensure that
confidential information is protected and that, when countries have specific legislation on confidentiality in
place, they should agree how the laws will be adhered to.

Paragraph 13

24. The Committee deleted reference to costs of translators as the responsibility for these costs should be
agreed by both parties and noted that paragraph 35 provided for agreement of the parties regarding
translations and availability of interpretations and resources.

Paragraph 20
25. The Committee clarified that the audit tool was often described as “systems based audit”.
Paragraph 24

26. The Committee revised and simplified the entire paragraph by specifying that the inspection tool may
be used in some instances to confirm the effectiveness of the controls by the competent authority(ies) of the
exporting countries. The Committee recognised that paragraph 25 provided examples of the use of the
inspection tool.

Paragraph 29

27. Some delegations were of the view that paragraph 29 should include guidance on frequency of
assessments to be decided by the importing country in agreement with the exporting country.

Section 5 - Assessment Process
Paragraph 30

28. The Committee agreed to move paragraph 39 before paragraph 30 as its content was a general
statement applicable to all types of assessments and not specific to a particular tool.

29. The Committee specified the timeframe for exchanging the information related to notification and
amended: bullet (a) by replacing “adequacy” with “capability to meet requirements” and bullet (c) by
deleting the last part of the sentence, which was redundant.

Paragraph 31

30. The Committee agreed to add a new paragraph 31bis to ensure that the importing country responds in
a timely manner to requests for assessment from an exporting country providing a commitment to conduct
the assessment.

Paragraph 32

31. The Committee added the term *“assessment tool” and replaced “well in advance” with “within a
reasonable period of time” for consistency with Principle E. In addition, the Committee: in bullet (e)
replaced the term “specialists” with “with technical experts and translators” as more appropriate; added a
new bullet (e)bis referring to the language to be used during the assessment; revised bullet (f) to refer to
“offices, laboratories or other facilities” as examples of locations to be visited and to ensure that the plan
assigns the responsibility for the notification; clarified in bullet (h) that travel schedules and other logistics
only apply in the case of an assessment visit; and amended bullet (i) for consistency with the amendment to
paragraph 11.
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Paragraphs 33/34

32. The Committee replaced party(ies) with competent authority(ies) to clearly recognise the
governments’ responsibility in preparing the assessment plan.

Paragraph 36

33. The Committee deleted in bullet (c) the terms “auditee” and “auditor” in order not to introduce any
new terms and specified that bullet (d) only applied in case of on-site visits.

Paragraphs 40/41/42

34. The Committee noted that bullets (a) of paragraphs 41 and 42 clarified who is responsible for
designation of the place where entry/exit meetings will take place.

35. The Committee specified that the paragraphs only related to assessments involving on-site visits. The
Committee revised bullet (b) of paragraph 42 to clarify that the assessment team should: summarise main
findings and preliminary conclusions; identify any non-conformities; and outline the objective evidence to
support conclusions. It added “including a follow-up assessment if required” for clarity.

36. The Committee agreed to move paragraph 47 after paragraph 43 as this was a more logical flow.
Paragraph 46

37. The Committee replaced “commercial confidentiality” with “confidential information” for consistency
with previous decisions.

Paragraph 48

38. The Committee amended the paragraph to emphasize that the publication of the report was not
mandatory.

Status of the proposed draft Principles and guidelines for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and
inspections (N07-2008)

39. The Committee agreed to forward the renamed proposed draft Principles and guidelines for the
conduct of assessment of foreign official inspections and certification systems (Annex to Guidelines for the
design, operation, assessment and accreditation of food import and export inspection and certification
systems (CAC/GL 26-1997)) to the 33™ Session of the Commission for adoption at Steps 5/8, with the
recommendation to omit Steps 6 and 7 (see Appendix I1). The Committee recommended to the Commission
that the proposed draft Guidelines and Principles replace the current Annex “Guidelines on procedures for
conducting an assessment and verification by an importing country of inspection and certification systems of
an exporting country” of CAC/GL 26-1997.

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR NATIONAL FOOD CONTROL
SYSTEMS (N06-2009) (Agenda Item 5)*

40. The delegation of Australia introduced the report of the physical working group, which met in Miami
in July 2009 at the kind invitation of the United States of America. The delegation stated that the working
group had acknowledged the importance of the document to both developed and developing countries. The
delegation further said that it was important that the principles and guidelines be developed as a stand-alone
document that countries could use to develop and enhance their national food control systems.

General comments

41. The Committee congratulated the working group on the initial draft and recognised the importance for
CCFICS to develop this document, which was needed both by developed and developing countries.

11 CX/FICS 10/18/5; CX/FICS 10/18/5 Add. 1 (Comments of Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Costa Rica, Mexico, New
Zealand, Panama, Philippines, South Africa, United States of America, FAO and OIE); CX/FICS 10/18/5 Add. 2
(Comments of European Union); CX/FICS 10/18/5 Add. 3 (Comments of Japan and Norway); CRD3 (Comments of
Colombia, Dominica, Ghana, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Mali, Norway, Solomon Islands, Thailand and Uruguay);
CRD 5 (Revised Proposed draft Principles and guidelins for national food control systems, prepared by the
Australian Secretriat taking into account comments submitted at Step 3)
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42. The Committee noted that the document still required substantial work and that it would be necessary
not only to consider the completeness of the framework but also to consider the document in the context of
CCFICS and other relevant texts.

43. The following main comments were made: the document was needed to assist countries in using
Codex texts; the document should establish a common understanding of national food control systems; the
document should be a stand-alone document and draw from existing Codex texts and modified as necessary;
the document should provide the broad framework and high level principles guiding countries in the
development and enhancement of their national food control systems.

44. The Representative of FAO stated that in FAO and WHO guidance documents, food control systems
were referred to as the integration of a mandatory regulatory approach with preventive and educational
strategies that protect the whole food chain. The Representative recommended that information, education
and communication be given due recognition, when describing the components of a food control system.

Specific comments

45. The Committee agreed to base its discussion on CRD 5, which presented a revised framework and
structure of the document based on comments submitted.

46. After a general discussion on the structure the Committee agreed that the document should contain the
following sections: introduction; scope; objective of a national food control system; principles of a national
food control system; framework for the design and operation of a national food control system — guidance for
competent authorities including sub-sections on: characteristics/components; infrastructure; and system
management.

47. The Committee considered the content of each of the above sections to provide guidance for their
further development by a working group (see para. 67).

Introduction

48. The Committee agreed that the introduction should lead the reader logically from all components of
food safety, as contained in a national food safety system, to those that would be covered in a national food
control system. The Committee agreed that the focus of the document should be guidance on national food
control systems for competent authorities.

49. The Committee developed the following text for consideration as part of the introduction: “An
integrated effort from all participants to achieve food safety and ensure fair practices in the food trade
including consumers making informed decisions, the actions of business across the food chain to comply
with requirements, the actions of governments to develop science based standards and promote food safety,
to monitor and verify compliance and taking corrective and enforcement action as needed.”

50. The Committee further agreed that the introduction should include a paragraph that would be
constructed from drawing on the following high level principles :

- the whole food chain approach;
- transparency;

- primary / shared responsibility of food business operators (including producers, processors,
wholesalers, distributors and retailers) for complying with requirements and ensuring safe food on
those aspects of food under their control. Responsibility of consumers (national and international)
to manage food safety risks complementing food business responsibility;

- consistency and impatrtiality;
- incorporation of risk based, science based and evidence based decision making;

- cooperation and coordination between multiple competent authorities.
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51. The Committee agreed that there was a need to have a common understanding of what is meant by
“national food control system” and developed the following text:

“Integrated structure comprised of 2 principal parties

Competent Authority
- establishes and enforces science based regulatory infrastructure that promotes food safety
- supports and enables fair trade in food
- advances/fosters knowledge, science, research, education related to food safety

Industry

- primary responsibility for producing safe food and adhering to the established regulatory
requirements

- advances/fosters knowledge, science, research, education related to food safety

52. The Committee recognised that other parties involved in consumer protection were “academia” and
“consumers”, though with limited responsibility.

53. An alternative definition of national food control system for consideration by the working group was
proposed as follows: “The national food control system is an action plan of the government strategy to
ensure the production of safe food and to achieve food safety it is based on public private cooperation,
regulatory requirements, educational programs and enforcement actions.”

Scope

54. The Committee agreed that the scope of the document should be the following: “This document
provides principles and guidelines to assist the competent authority(s) of national governments in the
development, operation and improvement of a national food control system.”

Objective of a national food control system

55. The Committee agreed that: “The objective of a national food control system is to protect the health of
consumers and ensure/enable fair practices in the food trade in a transparent and consistent manner.” (This
text has been adapted from CAC/GL 20-1995 Para 5 and 6.).

Principles of a national food control system

56. The Committee agreed that the overarching principle of “precedence to protection of consumers”
should be contained in an introductory statement leading to the principles of a national food control system.
It also agreed that the introductory statement should link the objective of a national food control system to
the principles.

57. The Committee agreed on the following high priority principles around which a national food control
system should be developed:

the whole food chain approach;
- transparency;

- primary / shared responsibility of food business operators (including producers, processors,
wholesalers, distributors and retailers) for complying with requirements and ensuring safe food on
those aspects of food under their control. Responsibility of consumers (national and international)
to manage food safety risks complementing food business responsibility;

- consistency and impartiality;
- incorporation of risk based, science based and evidence based decision making;

- cooperation and coordination between multiple competent authorities (articulation of
responsibilities of different competent authorities including delegated to third parties);
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58. The Committee agreed that the working group would expand the above high priority principles taking
into account language contained in CCFICS texts and relevant working documents of the present session.
The Committee agreed that the working group should review the following remaining principles and
consider whether they should be kept in this section or could be better addressed in different sections:

- preventive measures;

- harmonisation with international standards;

- resources to meet its objectives;

- self assessment and review procedures to ensure it maintains its fitness for purpose;

- independence/objectivity of the system (comment: stakeholders usually have vested commercial
interests — the competent authority has to discharge its obligations free from outside interference on
decisions made regarding enforcement) fitness for purpose, cooperation, communication with
stakeholders is still important but to carry out enforcement it must be independent;

- legislative and regulatory framework (comment: is this a tool rather than principle?)/ accreditation
of third parties;

- equivalence/recognition of systems;
- inspection and control procedures to achieve consumer protection; and
- framework of how to achieve consumer protection.

Framework for the design and operation of a national food control system guidance for competent
authorities

59. The Committee agreed that this section should encompass what the competent authority should take
into account when building the national food control system.

60. The Committee agreed that the section should include:

- an introductory paragraph that explains that there are a number of components of a national food
control system and either list those components or organise them under three main headings: how
the system looks from outside; what is its structure/static components i.e. infrastructure; and how it
is working i.e. system management; and

- aparagraph that deals with roles and responsibilities of the competent authority.
61. The Committee agreed that the working group should:

- consider the need to reflect again the need for the national food control system to address outcomes
in regard to protection of consumers and ensure fair practices in food trade including fit for
purpose; and

- take into account Section 6 of CAC/GL 26-1997 and adapt language from other CCFICS texts to fit
national food control systems.

Characteristics / components

62. The Committee agreed that the working group should consider whether the following
characteristics/components could be captured in principles or reflected in other parts of the document,
notwithstanding that it could be justified that certain elements be captured within this sub-section:

Characteristics/components outlining the behaviour of the system
- precedence to the protection of consumers;
- risk-based and proactive;
- based on prevention, intervention and response;
- clearly defined and transparent legislation, regulations, guidelines, policies and procedures;
- clearly defined roles and responsibilities for the competent authorities;

- uniform national implementation;
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sufficient infrastructure and resources;

- adequate performance and enforcement capabilities;

- means to identify food safety problems;

- means to respond to food safety emergencies;

- adaptive, responsive to change with mechanisms to review and update the food control systems;

- use of harmonized international standards to the extent possible.
Characteristics/components outlining situational awareness of the system

- statistical data on production, trade and consumption;

- knowledge of operators at various stages of the food chain;

- typical and atypical use of products, raw materials and by-products;

- structure of production and supply chains; and

- production technologies, processes and practices;

- consumer practice on selection, storage and handling of products; and

- food safety hazards associated with each productions and epidemiological data on foodborne
disease

Proactivity
Capability to learn
Infrastructure

63. The Committee agreed that this sub-section should address: legislative framework; program design;
resources, laboratories, personnel, facilities, equipment, transportation and communication.

System management

64. The Committee agreed that this sub-section should address: design and implementation; operations;
verification, maintenance and improvement.

65. The Committee noted that the above sections would likely contain aspects of other CCFICS texts, in
particular of Section 6 of CAC/GL 26-1997.

Conclusions

66. The Committee was of the opinion that good progress had been made in improving the understanding
of the scope and objective of the document, formulating a high-level statement, defining the structure of the
document and agreeing on the high priority principles of a national food control system.

67. In order to facilitate the further development of the document at its next session, the Committee agreed

to establish a physical working group, chaired by Australia, open to all members and observers and working
in English, French and Spanish and in accordance with the Guidelines on physical working groups™ to
prepare revised proposed draft principles and guidelines. The working group should expand and elaborate
around the guidance provided by the Committee as contained in the paragraphs above. The meeting of the
working group was tentatively scheduled for the beginning of 2011.

Status of the proposed draft Principles and guidelines for national food control systems (N06-2009)

68. The Committee agreed to return the proposed draft principles and guidelines to Step 2 for redrafting
by a physical working group, circulation for comments at Step 3 and further consideration at Step 4 at the
next Session of CCFICS.

12 procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
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OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 6)"

69. The Delegation of the United States of America informed the Committee of the conclusions of an
APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) Export Certification Roundtable, which was held from 25-26
February 2010 in Surfers Paradise (Australia). The Committee noted that one of the conclusions of the
meeting was the consideration to propose that CCFICS consider additional work on incorporating
appropriate attestations in the Generic model official certificate (Annex to CAC/GL 38-2001). The
delegation proposed to prepare a discussion paper on this issue for consideration at the next session of the
CCFICS.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 7)

70. The Committee noted that its 19" Session was tentatively scheduled to be held in Australia, from 17-
21 October 2011, subject to further discussion between the Codex and Australian Secretariats.

3 CRD 6 - Summary of APEC Export Certification Roundtable
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Subject Matter

Step

Action by:

Document Reference
(ALINORM 10/33/30)

Proposed draft Principles and guidelines for
the conduct of foreign on-site audits and
inspections (NO7-2008) (Annex to the
Guidelines for the design, operation,
assessment and accreditation of food import
and export inspection and certification
systems (CAC/GL 26-1997))

5/8

33“CAC

Para. 39 and Appendix Il

Proposed draft Principles and Guidelines
for National Food Control Systems
(N06-2009)

2/3

Physical WG
19" CCFICS

Para. 68

Discussion paper on further guidance
regarding attestation in generic model
official certificate

USA

Para. 69
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Phone: 009607948666

Fax: 009603304570

Email: shab_a@hotmail.com or shabeena@health.gov.mv

MAURITIUS

Mr Yesdev Sharma Jeelall
Economic and Trade Adviser
Mauritius High Commission
2 Beale Crescent

Deakin ACT 2600

Australia

Phone: +61 433 033 841
Fax: +61 2 6282 3235

Email: jeelall@hotmail.com
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MEXICO - MEXIQUE — MEXICO

Mr Guillermo Arroyo

Gerente de Seguimiento de Programas Especiales
Comision de Operacion Sanitaria

Comision Federal para la Proteccion Contra Riesgos
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS)

Secretaria de Salud

Monterrey 33 Col Roma piso 3

Mexico DF 06700

Mexico

Phone: +52 55 5080 5262

Fax: +52 55 5514 1407

Email: garroyo@cofepris.gob.mx

Mr Jorge Antonio Lopez

Subdirector para la Atencion del Codex Alimentarius y otros
Organismos

Direccion General de Normas (DGN)
Secretaria de Economia (SE)

Puente de Tecamachalco No. 6
Colonia Lomas de Tecamachalco
Estado de México 53950

Mexico

Phone: +52 (55) 57 29 94 80

Fax: +52 (55)-55-20 97 15

Email: jalopezz@hotmail.com

Ms Silvia Hernandez

Subdirectora Ejecutiva de Importaciones y Exportaciones
Comision de Autorizacion Sanitaria

Comision Federal para la Proteccion Contra Riesgos
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) Secretaria de Salud
Monterrey 33 Col Roma piso 6

Mexico DF 06700

Mexico

Phone: +52 (55) 50 80 53 39

Fax: +52 (55) 52 08 28 10

Email: shernandezr@cofepris.gob.mx

MONGOLIA

Dr Oyunchimeg Dalkhjav

Director

Health Inspection Department

General Authority of Specialized Inspection
Ulaanbaatar city 211238

Builders square 13

Mongolia

Phone: 976 51 263305

Fax: 976 51 263305

Email: oyunchimeg_0610@yahoo.com

MYANMAR

Dr Myint Myint

Deputy Director

Food & Drug Administration
Department of Health
Ministry of Health

Office No 47

Naypyitau

Union of Myanmar

Phone: 95 067 431136

Fax: 95 067 431134

Email: drmyintmyintfda@gmail.com

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS — PAISES BAJOS

Mr Ludo W.A. Vischer

Policy Coordinator

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality
PO Box 20401

The Hague 2500 EK

The Netherlands

Phone: 00 31 70 3785336

Fax: 00 31 70 3786177

Email: l.w.a.vischer@minlnv.nl

NEW ZEALAND — NOUVELLE-ZELANDE - NUEVA
ZELANDIA

Mrs Cherie Flynn

Senior Programme Manager (Policy)
New Zealand Food Safety Authority
PO Box 2835

Wellington

New Zealand

Ph: +64 4894 2572

Fax: +64 4 894 2583

Email: cherie.flynn@nzfsa.govt.nz

Dr Bill Jolly

Deputy Director

Assurances

New Zealand Food Safety Authority
PO Box 2835

Wellington 6001

New Zealand

Phone: +64 4 894 2621

Fax: +64 4 894 2675

Email: bill.jolly@nzfsa.govt.nz

Dr Chris Kebbell

Assistant Director, Import and Export Strategy
New Zealand Food Safety Authority

PO Box 2835

Wellington 6001

New Zealand

Phone: +64 4 894 2407

Fax: +64 4 894 2675

Email: chris.kebbell@nzfsa.govt.nz

Dr Kathy Lloyd

Programme Manager

New Zealand Food Safety Authority
PO Box 2835

Wellington

New Zealand

Phone: +64 4 894 2412

Fax: +64 4 894 2675

Email: kathy.lloyd@nzfsa.govt.nz

Mr Drasko Pavlovic

Senior Programme Manager
Electronic Certification

New Zealand Food Safety Authority
PO Box 2835

Wellington 6142

New Zealand

Phone: +64 29 909 6201

Fax: +64 4 894 2675

Email: drasko.pavlovic@nzfsa.govt.nz
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NIGERIA

Dr Peter Attah

Federal Ministry of Commerce & Industry
Federal Secretariat

Abuja

Nigeria

Phone: +234 08039190894

Email: pkattah@yahoo.com

NORWAY - NORVEGE - NORUEGA

Mrs Vigdis Veum Moellersen
Senior Adviser

Norwegian Food Safety Authority
Head Office

Felles postmottak

PO Box 383

Brummundal N2381

Norway

Phone: +47 23 21 66 69

Fax: +47 23 21 6801

Email: visvm@mattilsynet.no

Ms Grethe Bynes

Adviser

Norwegian Food Safety Authority
Head Office

Felles Postmottak

PO Box 383

N-2381 Brumunddal

Norway

Phone: +47 55215756

Fax: +47 55215707

Email: grethe.bynes@mattilsynet.no

Mr Ivar Andreas Helbak
Senior Adviser

Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs

PO Box 8118 Dep

Oslo NO-0032

Norway

Phone: +47 47 23 82 99

Fax: +4722 2456 78

Email: ivar.helbak@fkd.dep.no

PAKISTAN

Ms Yasmin Masood

Joint Secretary

Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Block B

Federal Secretariat

Islamabad

Pakistan

Phone: 92 51 9203569

Fax: 92 51 9202369

Email: yasmin_msd@yahoo.com

PANAMA

Mr Ricardo Rodolfo Martinelli Melendez
LCDO In Law and Political Science
Ministry of Health

081606812 Panama 1

Panama

Phone: 507 512 9180

Fax: 507 5129114

Email: richar2330@hotmail.com
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Dr Cesar Maure

Executive Director

Ministry of Agricultural Development
PO Box 5390

Zone 5

Rep of Panama

Panama

Phone : +507 232 5340

Fax : +507 507 0877

Email : cmaune@mida.gob.pa

PARAGUAY

Mr Pablo Ayala Franco

Director de Calidad e Inocuidad de Productos Vegetales
Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Sanidad Vegetal y de
Semillas

Humaita 145¢/ Nuestra Senora de la Asuncion e
Independencia Nacional — Edif.

Planeta I — Planta Baja

Asuncion 1229

Paraguay

Phone: 595 21 441549

Fax: 595 21 441491

Email: pabloayalafranco@yahoo.com or
direccioncalidad_inoc@senave.gov.py

PERU - PEROU - PERU

Mr Cesar Augusto Ortega Jiménez
Certification Area

General Direction of Environment Health
Ministry of Health

Las Amapolas Street

No. 350 Lince

Lima 14

Peru

Phone: +511 4428353

Faz: +511 442 8353

Email: cortega@digesa.minsa.gob.pe

Mr Oscar Jose Pineda Coronel

Food Safety Director

National Health Agricultural Service
AV LA Molina 1915

Lima 12

Peru

Phone: 511 3133300 1406

Fax: 511 3401486 1405

Email: opineda@senasa.gob.pe

PHILIPPINES - FILIPINAS

Dr Maria Elizabeth Callanta

Supervising Meat Control Officer (Veterinarian)
National Meat Inspection Service

Department of Agriculture

Visayas Avenue Diliman

Quezon 1101

Philippines

Phone: +632 9247980

Fax: +632 9247973

Email: beth_dc@hotmail.com
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Mrs Consuelo Baltazar

Supervising Aquaculturist

Head Admin

Support and Product Certification Unit
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Compound

Elliptical Road

Diliman

Quezon City 1101

Philippines

Phone: +632 474 4192

Fax: +632 454 1083

Email: cbaltazar2010@yahoo.com

Mrs Maria Theresa Gutierrez
Food and Drug Regulation Officer [V
Food and Drug Administration
Department of Health

Civic Drive

Filinvest Corporate Centre City
Alabang

Muntinupa City 1770
Philippines

Phone: +632 807 8275

Fax: +632 807 8275

Email: tess_mega@yahoo.com

Mrs Mary Grace Mandigma
Senior Science Research Specialist
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product Standards
Department of Agriculture

BPI Compound

Visayas Avenue

Diliman

Quezon 1101

Philippines

Phone: +632 920 6131

Fax: +632 455 2858

Email: bafpsda@yahoo.com.ph

PORTUGAL

Dr Miguel Cardo

Direccao-Geral De Veterinaria

Largo Da Academia Nacional Das Belas Artes 2
Lisboa 1249-105

Portugal

Phone: +35 1213 239 500

Fax: +35 1214 767 500

Email: miguel.cardo@dgv.min-agricultura.pt

REPUBLIC OF KOREA - REPUBLIQUE DE COREE -
REPUBLICA DE COREA

Ms Keum-soon Oh

Deputy Team Leader

Korea Food Drug Administration
SF Taerim Building

27-6 Nokbun-dong
Eunypung-gu

Seoul 122-704

Republic of Korea

Fax: +82 2 388 6392

Email: puregold@kfda.go.kr
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Ms Kyoung-mi Cho

Quality Management Division
National Fisheries Products Quality Inspection Service
192-7 Jungsan-dong
Ilsandong-gu

Goyang City

Gyeonggi-do 410-315
Republic of Korea

Phone: +82 31 976 3024

Fax: +82 31 976 6391

Email: ckmcookie@nfis.go.kr

Dr Seong-Eun Jang

Senior Veterinary Officer

National Veterinary Research & Quarantine Service
480 Anyang

6-Dong Manan-Gu

Anyang-City Kyunggi-Do 430-824

Republic of Korea

Phone: 82 31 467 4370

Fax: 82 31 467 1883

Email: jangse@nvrgs.go.kr

Ms Yun-Hee Kim

Assistant Director

Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
88 GwanMun-Ro GwaCheon-Si

GyeongGi-Do

Seoul 427-719

Republic of Korea

Phone: 82 2 500 1876

Fax: 82 2 504 6659

Email: likerucy@korea.kr

Ms Soo-yeon Lee
Scientific Officer

Korea Food Drug Administration
4F Taerim Building

27-6 Nokbun-dong
Eunpyung-gu

Seoul 122-704

Republic of Korea

Phone: +82 2 380 1567
Fax: +82 2 3852416
Email: seanlee@kfda.go.kr

Ms Ha-young Nam

Senior Researcher

Korea Food Drug Administration
SF Taerim Building

27-6 Nokbun-dong
Eunpyung-gu

Seoul 122-704

Republic of Korea

Phone: +82 2 380 1734
Fax: +82 2 388 6392
Email: hynam@kfda.go.kr

RWANDA

Ms Jane Nyamvumba

Rwanda Bureau of Standards
Director Quality Assurance Unit
PO Box 7099

Kigali

Rwanda

Phone: +250 0788303608

Fax: +250 252 583305

Email: nyambaj@yahoo.com
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SAINT LUCIA

Dr Xanthe Dubuison

A/g Head of Certification

Saint Lucia Bureau of Standards
PO Box CP 5412

Castries

Saint Lucia

Phone: 1 758 453 0049

Fax: 1 758 452 3561

Email: x.dubuison@slbs.org

SAUDI ARABIA

Dr Khalid Almurshed
Consultant, Food Sector

Saudi Food and Drug Authority
Saudi Arabia

Phone: +966 275 9222 ext 3344
Fax: +966 1 275 7238

Email: kalmurshed@sfda.gov.sa

SINGAPORE - SINGAPOUR - SINGAPUR

Mr David Tuang Hong Tan

Head

Pre-Market Surveillance Branch
Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore
5 Maxwell Road

18-00 MND Complex Tower

069110

Singapore

Phone: 65 63253090

Fax: 65 6324 4563

Email: Tan_Tuang Hong@ava.gov.sg

Dr Astrid Yeo

Head

Import & Export Division
Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore
5 Maxwell Road

02-03 MND Complex Tower
069110

Singapore

Phone: 65 6325 7686

Fax: 65 6220 6068

Email: astrid_yeo@ava.gov.sg

SOLOMON ISLANDS - TLES SALOMON -ISLAS
SALOMON

Ms Judith Reynolds

Team Leader

Inspection and Certification Unit
Environmental Health Division
Ministry of Health and Medical Services
PO Box 349

Honiara

Solomon Islands

Phone: 677 25349

Fax: 677 25349

Email: jreynolds@moh.gov.sb

SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD - SUDAFRICA

Mr Gideon Joubert

Specialist

National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications
Private Bag X25

Brooklyn

Pretoria 0075

South Africa

Phone: +27 12 428 6086

Fax: +27 12 428 6466

Email: joubergj@nrcs.org.za
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Mrs Penny Campbell

Deputy Director

Department of Health

Food Control

Private Bag X828

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Phone: +27 123120159

Fax: +27 123123180

Email: campbp@health.gov.za

SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPANA

Mrs Marta Garrido

Head of Area

General Deputy Directorate of Foreign Health
Ministry of Health and Social Policy

Paseo del Prado, 18 — 20

Madrid 28071

Spain

Phone: + 34 91 596 20 32

Fax: +34 91 360 13 43

Email: mgarrido@msps.es

Mrs Vanessa Pons Isern

Technician

Spanish Food Safety and Nutrition Agency
Ministry of Health and Social Policy

Calle Alcala numero 56

Madrid 28014

Spain

Phone: +34 913380929

Fax: +34 913380238

Email: vpons@msps.es

SRI LANKA

Mr Thilakaratna Haputhanthiri

Senior Food and Drugs Inspector

Food Control Administration Unit

Ministry of Health

555/5 Public Health Complex, Narahenpita

Colombo 05

Sri Lanka

Phone: +94 11 2368813

Fax: +94 11 672004

Email: dakshimal983@yahoo.com or fdienfor@yahoo.com

SUDAN - SOUDAN - SUDAN

Ms Maha Khair

Chief Chemist

Sudanese Standard and Metrology Organisation
PO Box 13573

Khartoum 1111

Sudan

Phone: +249 9225 61238

Fax: +249 183 76 2737

Email: mahakhair@hotmail.co.uk

Mrs Amira Anan Omer Hamid
Executive Director Assistant
Minister Office

Ministry of Foreign Trade

PO Box 194

Khartoum

Sudan

Phone: +00 249 912871209
Fax: +00 249 183778913
Email: nanmiraz@yahoo.com
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Ms Samia Taha

Chemist

Sudanese Standards and Metrology Organisation
Baladia Street

Khartoum

Sudan

Phone: +249 912253356

Fax: +249 183774852

Email: samiaelizbair@yahoo.com

SWAZILAND - SWAZILANDIA

Ms Xolile Ndlangamandla
Health Inspector

Ministry of Health

PO Box 58

Nhlangano 5400

Swaziland

Phone: +268 207 8362

Fax: +268 404 7420

Email: envhealth@swazi.net

Mr Sipho Shongwe

Senior Health Inspector
Ministry of Health

PO Box 5

Mbabane H100

Swaziland

Phone: +268 404 2431

Fax: +268 404 7420

Email: esshongwe@yahoo.com

SWEDEN - SUEDE - SUECIA

Mrs Eva Fredberg

Senior Veterinary Inspector

Swedish National Food Administration
Box 622

Uppsala 75126

Sweden

Phone: +46 18 17 55 00

Fax: +46 18 12 19 49

Email: eva.fredberg@slv.se

Ms Carmina Ionescu

Codex Cordinator

National Food Administration
Box 622

Uppsala 75126

Sweden

Phone: +46 0 18 17 55 00
Email: carmina.ionescu@slv.se

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA

Ms Awilo Ochieng Pernet

Resp. Codex Alimentarius

Swiss Federal Office of Public Health
Post Box — CH

Bern 3003

Switzerland

Phone: +41 31 322 00 41

Fax: +41 31322 11 31

Email: awilo.ochieng@bag.admin.ch

Dr Jurg Rufenacht

Head International Trade

Swiss Federal Veterinary Office

PO Box

Bern CH-3003

Switzerland

Phone: +41 31 323 30 33

Fax: +41 31 323 8656

Email: juerg.ruefenacht@bvet.admin.ch

THAILAND - THATLANDE - TAILANDIA

Mr Montri Klitsaneephaiboon
Deputy Secretary General
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food
Standards

50 Phaholyothin Road
Ladyao Chatuchak

Bangkok 10900

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 561 3707

Fax: +66 2 561 3712
Email:montri@acfs.go.th

Ms Thanida Harintharanon

Senior Veterinary Officer

Department of Livestock Development
Payathai Road

Rajchathevi District

Bangkok

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 653 4444 ext 3142

Fax: +66 2 653 4444 ext 3143

Email: thanida.dld@gmail.com

Ms Charunee Krisanaphan
Pharmacist

Food and Drug Administration
Ministry of Public Health
Tiwanon Road

Muang

Nonthaburi 11000

Thailand

Phone: 66 2 5907061

Fax: 66 2 5907061

Email: charunee@fda.moph.go.th

Ms Daranee Mukhajonpun

Food and Drug Technical Officer Expert Level
Food and Drug Administration
Ministry of Public Health
Tiwanon Road

Muang

Nonthaburi 11000

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 590 7153

Fax: +66 2 591 8446

Email: daraneem@fda.moph.go.th

Mr Amarint Nantavitayaporn
Pharmacist

Food and Drug Administration
Ministry of Public Health
Tiwanon road

Muang

Nonthaburi 11000

Thailand

Phone: 662 5907348

Fax: 662 5918477

Email: amarint@fda.moph.go.th

Mr Tanongpan Satjapala

Medical Scientist

Department of Medical Sciences, Bureau of Quality and
Safety of Food

Tiwanon Road

Tumbon Taladkwan

Amphur Muang

Nonthaburi 1100

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 951 0000 ext 99509
Fax: +66 2 951 1021

Email: tanongpan.s@dmsc.mail.go.th
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Ms Krissana Sukhumparnich
Senior Food Technologist

Fish Inspection and Quality Control Division
Department of Fisheries
Paholyothin Road

Kaset-klang

Chatuchak

Bangkok 10900

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 558 0150-5

Fax: +66 2 558 0134

Email: krissana_s@yahoo.com

Ms Sasiwimon Tabyam
Standards Officer

National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food
Standards

50 Phaholyothin Road

Ladyao Chatuchak

Bangkok 10900

Thailand

Phone: +662 561 2277 ext 1449
Fax: +662 561 3373
Email:sasiwimon@acfs.go.th

Mrs Attapan Masrungson
Secretary General

Thai Food Processors Association
170/21-22 9™ Floor

Ocean Tower Building

New Radchadapisak Road
Klongteuy

Bangkok 10110

Thailand

Phone: +66 2 2612684-6

Fax: +66 2 261 2996-7

Email: thaifood@thaifood.org or attapan@thaiunion.co.th

Mr Rungroj Rungrojsakhon
Thai Frozen Foods Association
92/6 6™ Floor

Sathorn Thani I1

North Sathorn Road Silom
Bangrah

Banghah 10100

Thailand

Phone: +662 2 235 5622
Fax: +662 2 235 5625
Email: rungroj@ufp.co.th

TONGA

Sione Foliaki

Deputy Director

Ministry of Agriculture & Food, Forests & Fisheries
MAFFF Headquarter Office
Vuna Road

Po Box 14

Nuku’ Alofa

Tonga

Phone: +676 24 257

Fax: +676 24 271

Email: maf-qqmd@kalianet.to
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ETATS-UNIS
D'AMERIQUE - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA

Ms Mary Stanley

Director

USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service
Room 2925 South Building

Office Policy and Program Development
International Policy Division

1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington DC 20250

United States of America

Phone: +1 202 720 0287

Fax: +1 202 720 4929

Email: mary.stanley@fsis.usda.gov

Ms JonAnn Flemings

Acting Director

Office of Scientific and Technical Affairs
US Department of Agriculture

RM 5933 Mail Stop 1015

1400 Independence Avenue
Washington DC 20250-1015

United States of America

Phone: 202 720 1277

Fax: 202 690 0677

Email: jonann.flemings@fas.usda.gov

Ms Melinda Plaisier

Regional Food and Drug Director
U.S. Food and Drug Administation
20 N. Michigan Ave — HFR CEl
Suite 510

Chicago IL 60602

United States of America

Phone: +1 312 596 6501

Email: melinda.plaisier@fda.hhs.gov

Ms Karen Stuck

U.S. Codex Manager

United States Department of Agriculture
Room 4861 South USDA Building
Food Safety and Inspection Service
12th & Independence Ave SW
Washington DC 20250

United States of America

Phone: +1 202 720 2057

Fax: +1 202 720 3157

Email: karen.stuck@osec.usda.gov

Ms Lori Tortora

International Trade Specialist

Processed Products and Technical Regulations Division
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

Room 5933 — S/Mail Stop 1015

Washington DC 20250-1015

United States of America

Phone: +1 202 720 0634

Email: lori.tortora@fas.usda.gov

Mrs Debbie Subera-Wiggin

International Policy Manager

Food and Drug Administration

Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
5100 Paint Branch Parkway

HHF550

College Park

Maryland 20740

USA

Phone: 1 301 436 1726

Fax: 1 301 436 2618

Email: debbie.subera-wiggin@fda.hhs.gov
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Mr Michael Wehr

Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

5100 Paint Branch Pkwy — HFS 550

College Park MD 20740

United States of America

Phone: +1 301 436 1724

Email: michael.wehr@fda.hhs.gov

Ms Catherine Carnevale

Food Safety Consultant

14628 Chesterfield Road
Rockville MD 20853

United States of America
Phone: +1 301 460 1243
Email: carnevalemd@aol.com

Ms Laurie Hueneke

Director of International Trade Policy, Sanitary & Technical
Issues

National Pork Producers Council

122 C Street NW Suite 875

Washington DC 20001

United States of America

Phone: +1 202 347 3600

Fax: +1 202 347 5265

Email: huenekel@nppc.org

Ms Diane Lewis

Senior Vice President

Market Access and Regulatory Affairs
US Dairy Export Council

2101 Wilson Boulevard Ste 400
Arlington 22201

United States of America

Phone: 703 528 3049

Fax: 703 528 3705

Email: dlewis@usdec.org

Mr Matt McKnight

Vice President

Market Access, Regulatory and Industry Affairs
US Dairy Export Council

2101 Wilson Boulevard Ste 400

Arlington 22201

United States of America

Phone: 703 528 3049

Fax: 703 528 3705

Email: mmcknight@usdec.org

Mr Kolade Osho

Coordinator

Market Access and Regulatory Affairs
US Dairy Export Council

2101 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington 22201

United States of America

Phone: 703 528 3049

Fax: 703 528 3705

Email: kosho@usdec.org

Ms Elizabeth Parker

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
Suite 300

1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington DC 20004

United States of America

Phone: +1 202 347 0228

Fax: +1 202 638 0607

Email: eparker@beef.org
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URUGUAY

Dr Gustavo Rossi

Head

International Trade Department
Ministry of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries
Constituyente 1476

2do. Piso

Monterivdeo 11200

Uruguay

Phone: 598 2 4106856

Fax: 598 2 4126317

Email: grossi@mgap.gub.uy

VANUATU

Mr Tekon Timothy Tumukon

Principal Plant Protection Officer
Department of Livestock and Quarantine
Private Mail Bag 9095

Port Vila

Vanuatu

Phone: + 678 23519

Fax: +678 23185

Email: ttumukon@yvanuatu.gov.vu

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATIONS

ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES
INTERNATIONALES

ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES
INTERNACIONALES

INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR COOPERATION
IN AGRICULTURE - INSTITUT INTERAMERICAIN DE
COOPERATION POUR L'AGRICULTURE - INSTITUTO
INTERAMERICANO DE COOPERACION PARA LA
AGRICULTURA

Ms Maria de Lourdes Fonalleras

Especialista en Sanidad Agropecuaria e Inocuidad de los
Alimentos para la Region Sur

Instituto Interamericano de Cooperacion para Agricultura -
IICA

Edificio MERCOSUR Luis Piera 1992 Piso 3
Montevideo 11200

Uruguay

Phone: 5982 4102676

Fax: 5982 4101778

Email: lourdes.fonalleras@iica.int

WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
(OIE) - ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE
ANIMALE - ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL DE SANIDAD
ANIMAL

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi
Senior Deputy

Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific
OIE

Sanseido Building 4F
2-4-10 Kojimachi
Chiyoda-Ku

Tokyo 102-0083

Japan

Phone: +81 (0) 3 5212 3191
Fax: +81 (0) 3 5212 3194
Email: t.ishibashi@oie.int
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INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENT
ORGANISATIONS

ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES
INTERNATIONALES

ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES NO
GUBERNAMENTALES

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF GROCERY
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION - CONSEJO
INTERNACIONAL DE ASOCIACIONES DE
FABRICANTES DE COMESTIBLES

Mr Kim Leighton

Director, Food Policy and Regulation
Australian Food and Grocery Council
Locked Bag 1

Kingston. ACT 2604

Australia

Phone: +61 2 6273 1466

Fax: +61 2 6273 1477

Email: Kim.Leighton@afgc.org.au

Ms Peggy Rochette

Sr. Director International Affairs
Grocery Manufacturers Association
1350 I Street NW

Washington DC 20005

United States of America

Phone: 202 639-5921

Fax: 202 639 5991

Email: prochette@gmaonline.org

INTERNATIONAL NUT AND DRIED FRUIT COUNCIL
FOUNDATION

Mrs Julie Adams

Vice-Chairman of the INC Scientific and Government
Affairs Committee

INC

International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation
1150 Ninth Street Suite 1500

Modesto 953354
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Appendix 11

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF ASSESSMENTS
OF FOREIGN OFFICIAL INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS

(Annex to the Codex Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import
and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997))

(NO7-2008)
(At Step 5/8)

SECTION 1- INTRODUCTION

1. An importing country may determine that it is necessary to assess an exporting country’s official
inspection and certification systems’. This annex is not intended to mandate the use of such assessments but
to provide guidance that should be taken into account where they are used.

2. These assessment activities should concentrate primarily on evaluating the effectiveness of the official
inspection and certification systems rather than on specific commodities or establishments in order to
determine the ability of the exporting country’s competent authority(s) to have and maintain control and
deliver the required assurances to the importing country. A number of tools are available for the conduct of
an assessment of an exporting country’s official inspection and certification system these include, but are not
limited to, audits, inspections and visits. The level of experience, knowledge and confidence? the importing
country has in the exporting country’s official inspection and certification system is important in determining
the appropriate tool to undertake the assessment, including whether a visit to the country is required.

3. This annex is to be read in conjunction with section 9 - Assessment and verification of inspection and
certification systems of Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import
and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997). In addition, the relevant sections of the
OIE Performance of Veterinary Service Tool for Evaluation of Veterinary Services, Chapter 3.2 of the OIE
Terrestrial Animal Health Code should be considered where appropriate

SECTION 2 - SCOPE

4. This annex provides guidance for use by competent authorities of both importing and exporting
countries to ensure an effective, efficient, transparent®, and consistent approach when using audits or
inspections for assessment of an exporting country’s official inspection and certification system(s), or
component thereof. This annex should also apply to any other visit or request for information that may be
part of an assessment which has the ability to impact on the exporting country.

SECTION 3 - PRINCIPLES

5. The overarching principle of this annex is that the competent authority of an importing country may
conduct an assessment of an exporting country’s official inspection and certification system with the
agreement of the exporting country. In conducting assessments of an exporting country’s official inspection
and certification systems, the following additional principles apply.

! Official inspection and certification systems refers to both ‘Official inspection systems and official certification
systems’ and ‘Officially recognized inspection systems and Officially recognized certification systems’ as defined in
the parent document.

2 Experience, knowledge and confidence in an exporting country’s food inspection and certification system by an
importing country includes the history of food trade between two countries and the history of compliance of foods with
the importing country’s requirements, particularly the food products involved. Further examples that may inform the
importing country’s experience, knowledge and confidence are listed in paragraph 10 points (a) to (n) in CAC/GL 53-
2003.

® CAC/GL 20 1995, paragraphs 13-16, and CAC/GL 26-1997, paragraph 58.
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Principles A to C apply to the conduct of the competent authorities of the importing and exporting
countries throughout the assessment process

A. Assessments should be outcome focused, transparent, evidence-based and conducted in a
cooperative, ethical and professional manner respecting confidential information, where appropriate.

B. The importing and exporting countries should have an agreed process to address any issues that
may arise throughout the assessment process.

C. The importing and exporting countries should agree on an appropriate tool for the conduct of
the assessment prior to its commencement based on the agreed scope and objectives. In most cases the
preferred assessment approach would consider the official inspection and certification system as a
whole or part.

Principles for the assessment process are provided in Principles D to G

D. The assessment process should be planned, systematic, transparent, consistent, fully documented
and well communicated.

E. The plan incorporating rationale, objective, scope, assessment tools and, requirements against
which the exporting country’s official inspection and certification system is assessed should be clearly
identified by the importing country, notified to and agreed by the exporting country’s competent
authority(s), within a reasonable period of time prior to the commencement of the assessment..

Principles F and G cover assessment reporting

F.  Agreed corrective actions, timeframes and follow-up verification procedures should be clearly
established and documented.

G. The final assessment report should be accurate and transparent and may be published
respecting confidentiality of information, where appropriate.

SECTION 4 - CONDUCT OF ASSESSMENTS
Principle A

Assessments should be outcome focused, transparent, evidence-based and conducted in a cooperative,
ethical and professional manner, respecting confidential information where appropriate.

6.  The importing country’s competent authority should be able to demonstrate that its assessment
findings, conclusions and recommendations are primarily focused on whether the required outcomes are
likely to be achieved by the system and that they are supported by objective evidence or data which can be
verified as accurate and reliable.

7.  Where there are multiple competent authorities in an importing country, these authorities should
coordinate their assessments in order to avoid any duplication of effort on the part of the exporting country .

8.  The exporting country’s competent authority or authorities should cooperate, coordinate and assist in
the performance of the assessment so that the assessment objectives are achieved.

9.  Throughout the course of the assessment, all issues arising should be dealt with in a cooperative,
ethical and professional manner by the competent authorities.

10. The importing country’s competent authority should ensure the impartiality of their auditors,
inspectors or auditing organization. The assessors should have the appropriate qualifications, experience and
training both in the relevant area of technical expertise and in audit techniques.

11. In conducting an assessment importing countries should ensure that confidential information is
protected. For countries with specific laws relating to confidentiality, an agreement between the two parties
should be reached as to how the laws will be adhered to, in order to proceed.

12.  The anticipated costs for undertaking the assessment should be understood by both competent
authorities in advance of undertaking the assessment.
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13. The costs incurred in undertaking an assessment, including all travel costs, costs of technical experts
and auditors or inspectors, and costs of support staff should normally be borne by the competent authority of
the importing country except as may otherwise be agreed.

14. The costs incurred by the competent authority of the exporting country, in supporting the assessment,
for support staff and technical experts in the exporting country should normally be borne by the competent
authority of the exporting country except as may otherwise be agreed.

Principle B

The importing and exporting countries should have an agreed process to address any issues that may
arise throughout the assessment process.

15.  Prior to the commencement of the assessment the key elements of a process to address issues that may
arise throughout an assessment should be agreed. Where they are available, the competent authorities of the
importing and exporting countries should use existing processes to resolve issues arising from the assessment
to the extent possible. The competent authorities of the importing and exporting country should aim to
resolve any issues which may arise in the course of the assessment in an open, transparent and cooperative
manner. If any issues remain outstanding they should be indicated in the assessment report with appropriate
justification.

Principle C

The importing and exporting countries should agree on an appropriate tool for the conduct of the
assessment prior to its commencement based on the agreed scope and objectives. In most cases the
preferred assessment approach would consider the official inspection and certification system as a
whole or a part.

16. The most efficient and effective tool that can assess the effectiveness of the exporting country’s
official inspection and certification system including the exporting country’s competent authority(s) ability
to have and maintain control and deliver the required assurances to the importing country should be selected.

17. In selecting the assessment tool, it is important to consider the reason the assessment is being
undertaken. Assessments can, for example, be part of a risk analysis prior to commencement of trade, can
assess the official inspection and certification system, or controls for a particular component e.g. commodity
(e.g. dairy, fish or meat) or controls for a particular element (e.g. chemical residues) or specific exporting
establishments.

18. The importing country’s experience, knowledge and confidence* in an exporting country’s official
inspection and certification systems, should be considered in selecting an assessment tool.

19. In general, the preferred assessment tools would be audits of all or part of an exporting country’s
official inspection and certification system including the ability of the competent authority. Inspections can
also be an appropriate assessment tool. Where competent authorities use other terms to describe assessment
activities, e.qg. visits, information exchanges, such activities should also be subject to these guidelines.

Audit Tools

20. The audit tool, often described as ‘systems based audit’ should focus on assessing whether the
implementation of the official inspection and certification system or components thereof in operation in the
exporting country is capable of meeting its objectives.

21.  Systems-based audits rely on the examination of a sample of system procedures, documents or records
and, where required, a selection of sites within the scope of the system under audit, as opposed to examining
all procedures.

22. A system-based approach focuses on the control system(s) and recognizes that any compliances/non-
compliances found must be viewed in the context of the over-all system.

* Paragraphs 9-14 of the Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated
with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003) provides additional guidance relating to what
constitutes experience, knowledge and confidence and expands on information presented in paragraph 10-12 of that
Guideline.
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23. In conducting a systems-based audit, the audit may involve examination of the elements as contained
in Section 6, Inspection and Certification System Infrastructure or other elements as appropriate.

Inspection Tool

24. The inspection tool may be used in some instances to confirm the effectiveness of controls by the
competent authority(s) in the exporting country.

25.  Inspections may involve the examination of:

a) How establishments meet requirements, including review of specific activities and product
specifications, observation and review of establishment operations and appropriate operating
records;

b) Establishment’s personnel capabilities, when specified in requirements;

C) Inspectors’ capability, if specified in requirements.

SECTION 5 - ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Principles D to G cover the assessment process.

Principle D

The assessment process should be planned, systematic, transparent, consistent, fully documented and
well communicated.

26.  The transparency and consistency of the assessment process may be facilitated by good documentation
and communication. Documents supporting findings, conclusions and recommendations should be
standardised as much as possible in order to make the performance of the assessment and the presentation of
its outcome uniform, transparent and reliable.

27. In order to prepare and carry out an assessment, ongoing and transparent communication is required.
Consultation should occur between the competent authorities of the importing and exporting countries at all
points in the process, from developing the assessment plan through to final reporting and resolution of any
issues arising during the assessment. To ensure ongoing and transparent communication the competent
authorities of the importing and exporting country should designate responsible contact persons or contact
points for assessments.

28. Processes and protocols for addressing assessment findings and recommendations should be
documented and agreed prior to the assessment.

Principle E

The plan incorporating the rationale, objective, scope, assessment tools and requirements against
which the exporting country’s official inspection and certification system is assessed, should be clearly
identified by the importing country, notified to and agreed by the exporting country’s competent
authority(s), within a reasonable period of time prior to the commencement of the assessment

29.  When establishing the rationale, objective, scope, frequency of assessment and assessment tools, the
importing country’s competent authority should take into account the established level of experience,
knowledge and confidence together with the history of previous assessments, the period since the last
assessment and any other relevant factors.

30. A systematic evaluation procedure for undertaking the assessment should be used based on a
predetermined and structured program consistent with the purpose of the assessment.

Notification

31. The following information should be exchanged during the initial request and prior to commencing an
assessment of a country’s official inspection and certification system:

a)  The rationale or need to conduct an assessment may arise from a number of reasons including,
an importing country’s legal obligations or the need to understand the respective roles of the
competent authorities in both importing and exporting countries or the need to verify the
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capability of an exporting country’s system or food production/processing facilities to meet
requirements.

b) The objective of the assessment, for example is; to verify the effective
application/implementation of specific measures or technical requirements of the exporting
country’s inspection and certification system; to verify compliance with measures of the
importing country that the exporting country is implementing; to assess compliance with
equivalency agreements or other types of mutual acceptance of systems, conduct an
investigation of outbreaks of foodborne diseases related to imported/exported food and to
follow up corrective action resulting from previous assessments or of situations derived from
food safety issues. The risk assessment component of an exporting country’s food control
system may be audited where it is necessary to support a risk management approach.

c)  The scope of the assessment, that is, whether the assessment is to cover a whole system or its
sub-components, measures, technical requirements, or products should be defined.

d)  The assessment tool intended to be used including the requirements against which the official
inspection and certification system of the exporting country will be assessed should be
identified.

32. In all cases, the competent authority of the importing country should provide the competent authority
of the exporting country with sufficient notice of the intended assessment, in order to enable it to make the
necessary arrangements such as logistics and information gathering. If the rationale for the assessment is a
critical public health issue the advance notice should reflect the urgency related to the public health risk.

33. In the case of a request for assessment from an exporting country, the importing country should
respond in a timely manner providing a commitment to conduct the assessment”.

Assessment Preparation

34. A plan for undertaking the assessments, including the assessment tool, timeframes and exchange of
required information should be prepared and communicated to the exporting country’s competent authority
within a reasonable period of time. The plan should include the following:

a) Objective and scope of the assessment including whether it is a stand alone assessment or
related to another assessment (e.g. follow-up of previous assessment) or series of assessments;

b) Items/ elements to be reviewed/ undertaken which may include records and assessment
checklists;

C) The anticipated timeframe within which the assessment will be conducted and reported:;

d)  Criteria against which the assessment of the exporting country’s official inspection and
certification system will be carried out;

e) A contact person for the assessment team who can negotiate the details of the assessment plan
and if required , assessment team members including foreign auditors/inspectors, the lead
auditor/inspector, technical experts and translators;

f) The language that will be utilised during the assessment including, translation, availability of
impartial and knowledgeable interpretation and resources.

g)  Anindication of the type or where possible/relevant the identity of locations to be visited (e.g.
offices, laboratories or other facilities) and the timing and responsibility for the notification to
the sites where necessary (although this task may be completed at the audit opening/entry
meeting);

h)  The dates for the conduct of the assessment, the dates of the opening and closing meeting and
the anticipated date for reporting the observations of the assessment;

i) Travel schedules and other logistics, as necessary for an assessment visit; and
) Provisions to protect confidential information.

®> CAC/GL 20-1995 para 18.
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35.  While efforts should be made to adhere to the assessment plan it should be designed to be flexible in
order to permit changes in emphasis based on information gathered prior to, or during the audit. Proposed
significant amendment(s) to the assessment plan should only be made in extenuating circumstances and
should be communicated by the proposing competent authority to the other competent authority as soon as
possible.

36.  As part of the assessment plan, the competent authorities of both countries should reach agreement on
how the results of the evaluation will be conveyed to the exporting country, such as findings, non-
compliance and recommendations.

37. Advanced agreement should be reached on the language that will be utilised during the assessment
including, translation, availability of impartial and knowledgeable interpretation and resources.

38. To the extent possible documentary information required for planning, conducting and completing the
assessment should be requested and provided in advance of the assessment, utilizing electronic means
wherever possible.

a)  The assessment preparation request should be focused and related to the stated scope and
objectives.

b) If this is a follow-up assessment, then the exporting country should only need to provide any
information that has changed since the previous assessment or that has not been requested
during a previous assessment;

C) In case the purpose of an information-request is not clear to the exporting country and it has
some issues related to the requested information, it may seek clarification from the importing
country as to the purpose and use of such information.

d)  When an on-site visit is the assessment tool proposed a review of documents describing the
system including legislative support should be conducted prior to commencement of the
assessment visit. This is to allow the most efficient and effective use of time spent on-site i.e. to
reduce the burden of assessments on the competent authorities of both countries.

39. In some cases the assessment may be suspended or concluded prior to an on-site visit depending on
the nature of information provided by the competent authority of the exporting country and in which case the
reason should be communicated clearly to the competent authority of the exporting country by the competent
authority of the importing country. The competent authority of the exporting country should have the
opportunity to clarify the information provided should they consider this necessary.

40.  Agreement should be reached in advance concerning the use of information sharing from assessments
and the parties with whom information can be shared.

Assessment Logistics

41.  When an assessment includes an on-site visit the competent authority of the exporting country should
have primary responsibility for the logistical aspects of the assessment including advising on internal travel
and accommodation arrangements. It is the responsibility of the competent authority of the exporting country
to communicate with the responsible parties of the site(s) to b e assessed.

Assessment Opening / Entry Meeting
42. Inthe case of an assessment involving a visit an opening or entry meeting should be held.

a) The meeting should be held at a place designated by the competent authority of the exporting
country.

b)  The meeting should review all aspects of the assessment plan including any final adjustments
and is intended to provide an overview of the official inspection and certification system of the
exporting country and to confirm the parameters and logistics of the assessment.

¢)  Agreement should be reached on the methods to ensure continuous liaison and communications
between the parties during the assessment.
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Assessment Closing / Exit Meeting
43. In the case of an assessment involving a visit a closing or exit meeting should be held.

a) The meeting should be held at a place designated by the competent authority of the exporting
country.

b)  The assessment team should summarize main findings and preliminary conclusions. Any non-
conformities should be identified and outline the objective evidence to support the conclusions.
Correction of non-conformities should be left to the competent authority of the exporting
country and verified by the competent authority of the importing country including a follow-up
assessment if required.

C) This meeting provides an opportunity for the competent authority of the exporting country to
raise questions or seek clarification of the findings and observations provided at the meeting.

SECTION 6 - ASSESSMENT REPORTING

Principles F and G cover assessment reporting.

Principle F

Agreed corrective actions, timeframes and follow-up verification procedures should be clearly
established and documented.

Principle G

The final assessment report should be accurate and transparent and may be published respecting
confidentiality of information, where appropriate.

44, A collaborative approach to report preparation and a process for distribution and presentation should
be agreed in advance.

45.  The assessed party should have the opportunity to review the draft report in an agreed timeframe,
provide comments and correct factual errors before its finalization. The final report should incorporate, or be
accompanied by, the comments provided by the competent authority of the exporting country.

46.  The report of assessment should provide a balanced picture of the findings and include conclusions
and recommendations that accurately reflect those findings. It should:

a) Describe the purpose, scope, and outcome;
b)  Describe the criteria and assessment process;

C) Include assessment findings with supporting evidence for each conclusion, along with any
details of significance discussed during the closing meeting;

d) Be made available as agreed to between the importing and exporting country’s competent
authorities, including and addressing the comments made by the competent authority of the
exporting country to enhance the accuracy of the report;

e) Take into account the timeframe for the finalisation of the report and response procedures
agreed upon between importing and exporting countries’ competent authorities;

f) Include how corrective actions will be communicated and agreed to, including how follow-up
verification will be completed;

0) Include any checklists of elements evaluated, where required to support the findings;
h) Include a summary of the assessment outcome;

)] Include outstanding matters and issues arising during the assessment in the report if there is no
agreement on the conclusions and the corresponding corrective actions;

) Include uncertainties and/or any obstacles encountered that could affect the reliability of the
assessment conclusion; and
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K) Indicate any areas not covered in the assessment process, though within the scope, and the
reasons for such deviation from the agreed scope.

47. The timeframe and protocol for any follow-up verification should be clearly stated. Verification of
corrective actions may include:

a) Review of assurances provided by the competent authority of the exporting country;
b)  Review of documentation provided by the competent authority of the exporting country; or
C) Review of stated corrective action in a subsequent assessment.

48. Confidential information must be respected in the preparation and subsequent distribution of the
assessment report.

49.  Once an assessment report has been finalised the competent authorities of the importing and exporting
countries should discuss and if possible agree if and how any or all of the report will be published respecting
confidentiality of information where appropriate.
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