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Side Event tentative programme

OBJECTIVE

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) relies on robust scientific data as the cornerstone of its statutory purpose 
to protect consumer health and ensure fair practices in international food trade. High-quality data on chemical and 
microbiological hazards - supporting risk assessments, exposure estimates, nutritional profile development - enable 
Codex to develop sound science-based standards that are globally recognized and used as a benchmark by WTO.

Codex Observers contribute to amplifying this data ecosystem. While some might submit data directly to feed into risk 
assessments by FAO/WHO expert bodies, others contribute through assisting countries with data generation through 
their capacity building activities.
 
The panel discussion will provide an occasion to explore the current landscape, contribution to overcome challenges and 
provide opportunities related to data generation and collection by Codex Observers, to strengthen the scientific basis 
and inclusiveness of Codex standards

Opening remarks Sally Hoffer, Chairperson of the Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods.

Panel discussion African Union – John Oppong-Otoo, Coordinator, Economics, Trade and 
Marketing Unit
AIDSMO - Ahmed Eddouaicer, Coordinator of the Arab Codex initiative
CropLife International - Nevena Hristozova. Regulatory Affairs Manager
IAEA - Rola Bou Khozam, Section Head
IICA - Ana Marisa Cordero Peña, Technical Specialist

Q&A Q&A and final reflections from the panelists.

Closing remarks Sarah Cahill, Codex Secretary

Moderator Giuseppe Di Chiera, Codex Secretariat

13 November 2025
10:00-11:15 CET, Sheikh Zahyed, 
FAO HQ

Strengthening the foundations 
of Codex: contributions from, 
opportunities and challenges 
for Observers

Languages: English, French, Spanish, 
Arabic, Chinese, Russian
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