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Dear Friends and Colleagues,
Salam and greetings from Malaysia!

It is my great honour and privilege to write to you for the first time as the newly
appointed Chairperson of the Codex Committee on Fats and Oils (CCFO). | am grateful
for the confidence placed in me and look forward to working closely with all delegations
in a spirit of cooperation and goodwill. Serving as the Deputy Director-General of Health
(Food Safety and Quality) | spearhead the Food Safety and Quality Programme in the
Ministry of Health Malaysia.

Codex, particularly the work of the CCFO, has always been close to my heart. | have
served as the CCFO Secretariat since 2013, and as Assistant to the Chairperson of CCFO
since 2021. | addition, | currently serve as the Chairperson of the Malaysia National Codex
Committee.

| would like to warmly welcome all Codex Members and Observers to the 29th Session
of the Committee (CCFO29). The session will be convened from 9 to 13 February
2026 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, once again in this vibrant metropolitan city. The year
2026 carries added significance as it marks the Visit Malaysia year, during which the
country will showcase its rich cultural heritage, diverse attractions, and dynamic tourism
initiatives.

The CCFO29 agenda underscores the Committee’s important mandate and calls for
the expertise and active engagement of all delegations. Key items before us include,
for the first-time, the consideration of potential revisions to CCFO standards to reduce
trans fatty acid (TFA) intake, deliberations on Microbial Omega-3 Oil, discussions on the
List of Acceptable Previous Cargoes, and matters related to Olive Qils, alongside the
assessment of four new work proposals.

As such, | encourage all delegations to consult the information regarding meeting
arrangements, agenda, and documents available on the CCFO29 webpage. Delegations
may wish to go through the working documents and reports of previous sessions to
have a better understanding of the agenda items. Do come prepared by focusing on the
recommendations outlined across the various working papers.

| look forward to welcoming you to CCFO29 and to working together towards meaningful
progress in strengthening Codex standards for edible fats and oils. | also hope that
the prevailing spirit of continuous cooperation among delegates and the willingness
to provide solutions shown in previous sessions, will be continuously extended to this
session, to enable CCFO to conclude with positive outcomes across all the agenda items!

Finally, | warmly encourage you to take the opportunity to spend a few additional days
exploring Malaysia’s renowned cuisine, rich cultural heritage, natural beauty, and vibrant
city life.

Yours sincerely,

ZAILINA BINTI ABDUL MAJID
CCFQO29 Chairperson
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https://www.malaysia.travel/page/visit-malaysia-2026

