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DEFINITION FOR READY-TO-EAT PEANUTS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MAXIMUM LEVEL FOR TOTAL
AFLATOXINS IN THIS PRODUCT
(Prepared by Electronic Working Group chaired by India)

Due to late receipt of the document, no Circular Letter will be issued at this stage.

1.1 BACKGROUND

1. At the 16th Session of the Committee on Contaminants in Foods (CCCF16) (April 2023), India presented a
proposal for establishment of Maximum Levels (MLs) for total aflatoxin (AFT) in Ready-to-Eat (RTE) peanuts and
associated sampling plan.

2. There was general agreement that work should continue on developing MLs for AFT in RTE peanuts. However,
comments were made requesting the precise meaning to RTE peanuts in the context of this work before
proceeding on the development of MLs in order to clarify which data be considered by the Electronic Working
Group (EWG).

3. The Committee noted the offer of members who were mainly importers of peanuts to submit recent data on AFT
in RTE peanuts once there was clarity on a definition for RTE peanuts, also providing the country of origin so that
it could be useful for looking into regional differences by the EWG.

4, The Committee therefore considered a proposal that work on the MLs could be undertaken in two stages over
two years, first to address the definition of RTE peanuts, followed by the work on an ML for RTE peanuts based
on an agreed definition, and associated sampling plans. It was also pointed out that there were already
definitions for RTE dried figs and tree nuts in CXS 193-1995 and that if the definition for RTE peanuts would differ
from the current definition in the CXS 193, then clear rationale or justification should be provided.

5. The Committee (CCCF16) agreed the following after deliberations:

(i) tore-convene the EWG, chaired by India, working in English, to work over the next two years on the ML for
AFT in RTE peanuts and the associated sampling plan, as follows:

a) to prepare a proposal on a clear definition for RTE peanuts for the establishment of an ML for AFT in
RTE peanuts and categorization of the occurrence data for consideration by CCCF17, working in close
collaboration with the GEMS Administrator;

b) following discussion and agreement on the definition for RTE peanuts at CCCF17 and working closely
with the EWG on data analysis to propose an ML for RTE peanuts and associated sampling plans for
consideration by CCCF18.

(i) the EWG should take into account the decision of CCCF15 as highlighted in REP22/CF15, paragraph 180(iii)
in particular in relation to the data analysis and the need to have at least two rounds of comments each
year in the EWG (REP22/CF15, paragraphs 170 and 177); and

(iii) toinform CCEXEC of the decision and request extension of the timeline for completion of work to 2025.
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10.

11.

WORK PROCESS

The EWG was reconstituted inviting member countries and accordingly, 45 members from 24 countries conveyed
their willingness to be part of EWG. The list of participants is provided in Appendix Il. Based on the discussions
held in the past Committees of Contaminants in Food, draft definition has been developed by India for Ready-
to-Eat Peanut which was as follows:

RTE peanut includes raw shelled peanuts, raw in-shell peanuts, roasted in-shell peanuts,
roasted/blanched shelled peanuts, fried shelled peanuts with or without skin, coated peanuts in all
types of packaging (consumer or bulk) and any other products having preparation of more than 20% of
peanuts.

The proposed definition was circulated among the member countries for their inputs. Inputs have been received
from four members such as USA, Canada, Brazil and International Nut and Dried Fruit Council (INC) which have
been examined carefully by India. Based on the inputs from the members, the definition has been revised
covering wide variants of Peanut products as Ready-to-Eat. The revised definition is as follows:

Ready-to-Eat Peanuts is a product intended for direct human consumption, not intended to undergo an
additional processing/treatment that has proven to reduce levels of aflatoxins, before being used as
ingredients in foodstuffs, otherwise processed, packed in all types of packaging such as consumer or
bulk, labeled as ‘RTE Peanuts’. Includes, but not restricted to : (i) raw shelled peanuts, (ii) raw in-shell
peanuts, (iii) roasted in-shell peanuts, (iv) roasted/blanched shelled peanuts, (v) fried shelled peanuts
with or without skin, (vi) coated peanuts, (vii) seasoned peanuts, (viii) smoked peanuts, (ix) salted and
cooked peanuts, (x) peanut butter.

KEY POINTS OF DISCUSSION

The proposed definition was shared with GEMS /Food Administrator for consensus and categorization of the
available occurrence data. The primary analysis of GEMS/Food Administrator indicated that as per the definition
provided, all peanuts spanning from raw in-shell peanuts are considered as ready-to-eat.

It has also been indicated by GEMS /Food Administrator that consequently, based on the decision of the EWG,
the ‘Unknown’ status for peanuts intended for further processing does no longer exist in the database.

In addition, there is no local food name highlighting ‘intended for further processing’.

AFT (RTE) AFB1 (RTE)
Count 77383 17231
ug/kg LB uB LB us
Median 2.0 33 0.0 1.0
Mean 8.7 9.0 4.2 4.6
P95 29.7 29.7 7.8 8.0

In order to conclude, there is no possible to compare, based on this analysis, AFT/AFB1 concentrations i) between
RTE peanuts and ii) peanuts intended for further processing.

1.4 CONCLUSIONS

12.

As a definition of Ready-to-Eat Peanuts is important for segregation of data, the proposed definition should be
considered and agreed by CCCF in order to proceed with the development of ML for AFT in RTE Peanuts. The
EWG requires to have specific data for analysis in line with the definition and therefore the GEMS/Food
Administrator should be requested by CCCF17 to issue a “Call for Data” from both (i) producer and (ii) importing
countries on the occurrence of AFT for defined RTE Peanuts. It is reminded that the members may submit AFT
occurrence data for RTE Peanuts ensuring implementation of the Code of Practice (CoP) for the Prevention and
Reduction of Aflatoxin Contamination in Peanuts (CXC 55-2004) as concluded at paragraph 115 by the CCCF18,
REP18/CF.
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15
13.

RECOMMENDATIONS

CCCF is invited to:

consider and agree on the proposed definition for RTE Peanuts (Appendix I) taking into account the
discussions and rationale of the EWG;

request the GEMS/Food administrator to issue a call AFT occurrence data in RTE peanuts; and

re-establish the EWG, chaired by India, to further elaborate the ML for AFT in RTE peanuts as defined
(in accordance with phase 2 of the work on MLs for AFT in RTE peanuts).



CX/CF 24/17/7 4

APPENDIX |
(for comment through CL2024/4-CF)

Ready-to-Eat Peanut is a product intended for direct human consumption, not intended to undergo an additional
processing/treatment that has proven to reduce levels of aflatoxins, before being used as ingredients in foodstuffs,
otherwise processed, packed in all types of packaging such as consumer or bulk, labeled as ‘RTE Peanuts’. It includes but
is not restricted to (i) raw shelled peanuts, (ii) raw in-shell peanuts, (iii) roasted in-shell peanuts, (iv) roasted/blanched
shelled peanuts, (v) fried shelled peanuts with or without skin, (vi) coated peanuts, (vii) seasoned peanuts, (viii) smoked
peanuts, (ix) salted and cooked peanuts, (x) peanut butter.
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APPENDIX II

List of Participants

Chair

Reeba Abraham
Deputy General Manager
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India

CANADA

Carla Hilts

Scientific Evaluator

Food Contaminants Section

Bureau of Chemical Safety, Health Canada

CHILE

Lorena Delgado Rivera
National and Reference Department in Environmental Health,
Food Chemistry Section. Public Health Institute

Natalia Valeiro
National and Reference Department in Environmental Health,
Food Chemistry Section. Public Health Institute

CHINA

Dr Wu Yongning

Professor, Chief Scientist, NHC Key Laboratory of Food Safety
Risk Assessment, China National Centre of Food Safety Risk
Assessment (CFSA)

Dr Yi Shao (official representative)

Professor, NHC Key Laboratory of Food Safety Risk
Assessment, China National Centre of Food Safety Risk
Assessment (CFSA)

Dr Shuang Zhou

Professor, NHC Key Laboratory of Food Safety Risk
Assessment, China National Centre of Food Safety Risk
Assessment (CFSA)

EUROPEAN UNION

Mr Frans VERSTRAETE

Deputy Head of Unit

European Commission / Directorate General for Health and
Food Safety

GHANA

Abdul-Malik Adongo Ayamba
Quality and Safety Coordinator
Ghana Standards Authority

HUNGARY

Dr. Attila Nagy (Official representative)
Director
National Food Chain Safety Office

INDONESIA

Yeni Restiani

Coordinator of Raw Material, Food Category, Food Labelling,
and Food Standard Harmonization

Indonesian Food and Drug Authority

JAPAN

Naofumi IIZUKA (oficial representative)
Deputy Director

Tomoaki Miura
Associate Director
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan

MALAYSIA

Ms. Shazlina Mohd Zaini
Principle Assistant Director
Ministry of health

Ms. Rodiyah Mohamed
Senior Assistant Director
Ministry of health

NETHERLANDS

Mrs. Nikki Emmerik (Dutch representative)
Senior Policy Officer
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport

Mrs Weiluan Chen

Science Officer (member)

National Institute for Public Health and the Environment,
Bilthoven

NEW ZEALAND

Jeane Nicolas (official representative)
Senior Adviser Toxicology
New Zealand Food Safety

Fiapaipai Auapaau
Adviser Risk Assessment
New Zealand Food Safety

PHILIPPINES

MR. PHELAN APOSTOL
Food and Drug Regulation Officer IlI
Chairperson, Sub-Committee on Contaminants in Food

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Jooyeon Kim

Researcher

Food Standard Division, Ministry of Food and Drug Safety
(MFDS)

SAUDI ARABIA

Mohammed A. Ben Eid
Head of Chemical Risks, Food
Saudi Food and Drug Authority, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Yasir A. AlAqil
Senior specifications and regulations Specialist
Saudi Food and Drug Authority, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Nimah M. Baqgadir

Standards and Regulations Specialist I, Food Sector
Saudi Food and Drug Authority, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Lama A. Almaiman

Risk assessment expert, Food Sector

Saudi Food and Drug Authority, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Mohammed M. Al-Shehri
Risk assessment expert, Food Sector
Saudi Food and Drug Authority, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

SENEGAL

Serigne Omar SARR
Professeur titulaire de Chimie analytique et Bromatologie
Université Cheikh Anta DIOP / SAINT-LOUIS

Aita SYLLA
Unité de Toxicologie
Centre Anti Poison

Amadou DIOP
Professeur
Université Cheikh Anta DIOP / DAKAR

Madame Sokhna NDAO
Ingénieur en industrie agroalimentaire
Université Cheikh Anta DIOP / DAKAR

Aminata TOURE
Chef d’Unité
Centre Anti Poison

SINGAPORE

Joachim Chua (Official)
Specialist Team Lead (Foodborne & Natural Toxins)
Singapore Food Agency

Er Jun Cheng
Specialist Team Lead (Exposure Assessment)
Singapore Food Agency

Wesley Yu (Official)
Acting Specialist Team Lead (Organic Contaminants)
Singapore Food Agency

Leyau Yu Lee
Senior Scientist
Singapore Food Agency

SWITZERLAND

Ms. Judit Valentini
Scientific Officer
Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO

THAILAND

Ms. Chutiwan Jatupornpong
Standards officer

Office of Standard Development, National Bureau of

Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS)
TURKIYE

Mr. Sinan ARSLAN
Expert
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Ms. Bengi AKBULUT PINAR
Food Engineer
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

UNITED KINGDOM

Craig Jones
Senior Policy Advisor
Food Standards Agency

Holly Howell-Jones
Policy Advisor
Food Standards Agency

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Anthony Adeuya
Chemist
FDA

Lauren Robin
Branch Chief
FDA

Quynh-Anh Nguyen
Biologist
FDA

URUGUAY

Chiemi Moriyama
LATU
Laburatorio Tecnologico Del Uruguay

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
FOODDRINKEUROPE

Alejandro Rodarte

Senior Manager Food Safety, Research & Innovation

FoodDrinkEurope

INTERNATIONAL NUT AND DRIED FRUIT COUNCIL

Irene Girones
Statistics and Technical Projects Manager
International Nut and Dried Fruit Council



