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APPENDIX VI 

PART I: PROPOSAL FOR NEW WORK ON THE REVISION OF THE CODE OF PRACTICE FOR WEED CONTROL TO PREVENT 
AND REDUCE PYRROLIZIDINE ALKALOID CONTAMINATION IN FOOD AND FEED (CXC 74-2014) 

PROJECT DOCUMENT 

(For approval) 

1) Purpose and scope of the project 

The proposed revision aims to update the Code of practice for weed control to prevent and reduce pyrrolizidine 
alkaloid contamination in food and feed (CXC 74-2014).  

Based on limited occurrence data on pyrrolizidine alkaloids (PAs), the 80th JECFA meeting noted that the calculated 
margin of exposures (MOEs) for honey (high consumers) and tea (mean and high consumers) indicated a potential 
concern. 

The current code of practice (CoP) focuses on weed control to prevent and reduce PAs. The updates will address the 
following additions: Additional foods affected by PAs, such as grains and grain-based products, teas, herbal infusions, 
herbal and pollen-based food supplements, salad plants, culinary herbs, spices, honey, and pollen. Specific practices 
for beekeeping not covered under the measures for weed control mentioned in the current CoP. New approaches 
to weed control in primary production and recommendations for food and feed establishments on good 
manufacturing/hygiene practices. 

The title of the CoP will be revised as Code of practice to prevent and reduce pyrrolizidine alkaloids contamination in 
food and feed. 

2) Relevance and timeliness  

PAs were assessed by the Joint Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)/World Health 
Organization (WHO) Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) at its eightieth meeting, which took place in Rome, 
Italy, from 16 to 25 June 2015. Details of the assessment can be found in WHO Food Additives Series: 71-S2, Safety 
evaluation of certain food additives and contaminants, Supplement 2: Pyrrolizidine alkaloids. Available at 
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1318952/retrieve. JECFA concluded that the presence of PAs in certain 
foods is of concern.  

3) Main aspects to be covered  

The revision will review the organization of the CoP to determine whether its structure should align with recently 
adopted CoPs. This revision will focus on expanding measures for weed control in primary production, including 
foods not covered in the existing CoP, and developing recommendations for bee products. It will also develop 
recommendations for food and feed processors, including primary production, good manufacturing, and hygiene 
practices. The EWG revision will also consider whether annexes are needed or if the material can be covered in one 
document. 

4) Assessment against the criteria for the establishment of work priorities 

(a) Consumer protection from the point of view of health and fraudulent practices. To protect consumer health, 
exposure to PAs should be prevented or reduced. An update of the existing CoP providing recommendations 
to governments and feed and food business operators will help to prevent contaminated food from entering 
the market.  

(b) Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade. An update of the existing CoP is needed to ensure that the most recent information on recommended 
practices for preventing and reducing PAs contamination is available to all member countries. It will also 
provide exporters with the means to ensure reduced levels of PAs and to assist in compliance with any 
maximum levels (MLs) that may be established in the future.  

(c) Scope of work and establishment of priorities between the various sections of the work. The update of the 
existing CoP will address all relevant measures for preventing or reducing PAs contamination at the different 
steps in the food and feed chain: production, harvest, storage, processing, and distribution.  

(d) Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field. Codes of practice and/or 
guidelines and recommendations to reduce the presence of PAs have been developed by sector organisations 
for specific foods (such as tea and herbal infusions, food supplements, and herbs).  
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5) Relevance to Codex Strategic Goals  

(a) Goal 1: Address current, emerging, and critical issues in a timely manner. Updating the CoP for the prevention 
or reduction of PAs in food and feed will address the current need for guidance to ensure consumers' health.  

(b) Goal 2: Develop standards based on science and Codex risk-analysis principles. This work will apply risk 
analysis principles in updating the CoP by using scientific data and recommendations from FAO/WHO and other 
recognized expert bodies to support a reduction in consumers' exposure to PAs.  

(c) Goal 3: Increase impact through the recognition and use of Codex standards. The proposed update of the CoP 
ensures that information on recommended practices to prevent and reduce the presence of PAs consists of 
current best practices and will be available to all member countries, especially those with fewer resources to 
devote to this topic.  

(d) Goal 4: Facilitate the participation of all Codex Members throughout the standard-setting process. The 
update of the CoP will inform all Codex Members and Observers through the Codex Step process.  

(e) Goal 5: Enhance work management systems and practices that support the efficient and effective 
achievement of all strategic plan goals. An update of the CoP will help ensure the development and 
implementation of effective and efficient work management systems and practices by providing basic guidance 
for countries and producers to keep foods and feeds highly contaminated with PAs out of the marketplace.  

6) Information on the relationship between the proposal and other existing Codex documents  

This proposal concerns an update of the existing Code of practice for weed control to prevent and reduce pyrrolizidine 
alkaloid contamination in food and feed (CXC 74-2014). 

7) Identification of any requirement for any availability of expert scientific advice  

JECFA assessed PAs at its 80th meeting, which took place in Rome, Italy, from 16 to 25 June 2015.  

8) Identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies  

There is no identified need for additional technical input from external bodies.  

9) Timeline for completion of the new work  

Work will commence following the recommendation by the Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods and 
approval by the Codex Alimentarius Commission in 2025. Completion of work is expected by 2028. 

 

  


