
 
Agenda Item 2 CX/CF 15/9/2 

January 2015 

JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME 

CODEX COMMITTEE ON CONTAMINANTS IN FOODS 

Ninth Session 
New Delhi, India, 16 - 20 March 2015 

MATTERS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION  
AND/OR ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

A. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 37
th

 SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 

Standards and related texts adopted at Steps 8 and 5/8 (with omission of Steps 6/7) of the Procedure
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1. The 37
th
 Session of the Commission (July 2014) adopted the following standards and related texts: 

 Revised Maximum Level for Lead in Infant Formula and Formula for Special Medical Purposes Intended 
for Infants and for Follow up Formula; 

 Maximum Level for Inorganic Arsenic in Polished Rice; 

 Maximum Levels for Fumonisins in Maize and Maize Products and Associated Sampling 
Plans(sampling plans to be endorsed by CCMAS); 

 Annex for the Prevention and Reduction of Aflatoxins and Ochratoxin A Contamination in Sorghum 
(Code of Practice for the Prevention and Reduction of Mycotoxin Contamination in Cereals (CAC/RCP 
51-2003)); 

 Code of Practice for Weed Control to Prevent and Reduce Pyrollizidine Alkaloid Contamination in Food 
and Feed; 

 Editorial Amendments to the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed 
(CODEX STAN 193-1995) (GSCTFF). 

Revocation of standards and related texts2 

2. The Commission revoked the Maximum Level for Lead in Infant Formula in the GSCTFF. 

Approval of new work for the elaboration of new standards and related texts
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3. The Commission approved the following new work: 

 Maximum Levels for Cadmium in Chocolate and Cocoa-derived Products; 

 Code of Practice for the Prevention and Reduction of Arsenic Contamination in Rice; 

 Maximum Level for Total Aflatoxins in Ready-to-eat Peanuts and Associated Sampling Plan; 

 Revision of the Code of Practice for the Prevention and Reduction of Mycotoxin Contamination in 
Cereals (CAC/RCP 51-2003). 

4. These items of new work will be considered under Agenda items 6, 8, 10 and 11 respectively. 

Guidance on Information Documents
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5. The Commission agreed to forward guidance on information documents to all Committees as 
recommended by 28

th
 Session of the Committee on General Principles (April 2014). The guidance on 

information documents is attached as Appendix I.  

                                                 
1
 REP14/CAC, paras 74-85 and Appendix III  

2
 REP14/CAC, Appendix IV 

3
 REP14/CAC, Appendix VI 

4
 REP14/CAC, para105 and REP14/GP, para 86 

E 
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6. The Committee is invited to note this guidance and to request publication of the “Guidance for Risk 
Management Options in Light of Different Risk Assessment Outcomes”

5
 on the Codex website as an 

information document in light of the CCGP decision and earlier request from the 6
th
 Session of the 

Committee (March 2012). 

MATTERS FOR ACTION 

Codex Strategic Plan 2014 - 2019
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7. The 36
th
 Session of the Commission (July 2013) adopted Strategic Plan 2014-2019. 

8. The 37
th
 Session of the Commission (July 2014) endorsed the conclusions and recommendations of the 

69
th
 Session of the Executive Committee (July 2014) to establish a monitoring framework for the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan including mechanisms for systematic data collection (e.g. templates) to 
make assessing information from multiple committees easier where these were the main providers of 
monitoring information. 

9. In order to monitor the implementation of the Strategic Plan, the Committee is invited to provide replies to 
the activities of relevance as indicated in the provisional template attached as Appendix II. 

B. MATTERS ARISING FROM CODEX COMMITTEES RELATED TO THE WORK OF CCCF 

MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 

FAO/WHO COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR ASIA (CCASIA) 

Proposed draft regional standard for Laver Products
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10. The 19
th
 Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Asia (November 2014) considered 

whether a general reference to the GSCTFF was sufficient for Laver Products (Appendix II of CX/ASIA 
14/19/7). 

11. The Coordinating Committee agreed that the GSCTFF should be at least referred in the Standard and 
that, based on the results of preliminary exposure assessment, specific ML/GLs or other risk management 
measures of arsenic, cadmium or lead for laver products would not be necessary. Therefore, it agreed to 
retain the standardized text for the section.  

12. The Coordinating Committee agreed to request members to submit occurrence and consumption data to 
GEMS/Food for more robust exposure assessment of arsenic, cadmium and lead in laver products. It further 
encouraged countries interested in the development of MLs for heavy metals in laver products to prepare a 
discussion paper for consideration by the CCCF. 

Codex work relevant to the region
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13. The 19
th
 Session of CCASIA noted that more than 30 items discussed in 14 Committees were of interest 

to the region and that the activities of CCCF were particularly relevant. Many members raised their concern 
on the lack of scientific data to support the work of CCCF, especially the lack of data from Asian region. The 
Coordinating Committee encouraged members to generate data to respond to JECFA Call for Data and to 
collaborate among members to generate data. 

14. One member raised Guidance on Criteria for Using Paper / Flexible Packaging for Small Medium Food 
Enterprises as a new matter of interest. A member explained that contamination from food contact/packaging 
materials was a serious problem impacting of their capacity to develop standards. The Coordinating 
Committee noted that the issue was a complex one and relevant to the work of the Committee on Food 
Hygiene and the Committee on Contaminants in Foods. 

15. The Representative of FAO informed that FAO had initiated an internal discussion on the topic of food 
contact/packaging materials, which was at the initial stage to identify the need, scope and priority areas.  

16. The Coordinating Committee agreed to request interested countries to send the information and data on 
their concerns to FAO in support to their ongoing work and, if still interested, to prepare a discussion paper 
on the issue for consideration at the next CCASIA session. 

                                                 
5
 REP12/CF, para 157 and Appendix XIII 

6
 REP13/CAC, para177, Appendix IX; REP14/CAC, para 119; and REP14/EXEC, para 42 

7
 REP15/ASIA, paras 45, 46, 55, 56 and 58 

8 
REP15/ASIA, paras 87-93 
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MATTERS FOR ACTION 

FAO/WHO COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR NORTH AMERICA AND SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC (CCNASWP) 

Proposed draft regional standard for Fermented Noni Juice
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17. The 13
th
 Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for North America and South-West Pacific 

(September 2014) considered the request for determination of safe intake levels for scopoletin in Fermented 
Noni Juice. 

18. The Coordinating Committee agreed to request advice from the CCCF on a safe maximum level for 
scopoletin as well as a method of analysis. 

19. The Committee is invited to consider the above request. 

                                                 
9
 REP15/NASWP, paras 34 and 51 
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Appendix I 

Guidance on information documents 

i. It is recognised that there is the occasional need for Codex committees to make available information 
documents, however Codex committees should not deliberately develop such documents and these 
documents should be by-products of ongoing work of the Committee. 

ii. Documents are considered to be information documents if they: 

- Have been developed and agreed upon by a Codex committee; 

- Have been determined by the Committee to contain information that is useful to national 
governments and/or Codex members and observers and Codex committees; and 

- Are not considered appropriate by the Committee to be adopted as Codex standards, guidelines or 
codes of practice or as recommendations for inclusion in the Procedural Manual. 

iii. Information documents will be made available on the Codex website of the relevant committee, clearly 
separated from official Codex documents and adopted texts. 
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Appendix II 

2014-2019 Strategic Plan Activities for which “all committees” are responsible 

Strategic Goal Objective Activity Expected Outcome 
Measurable 

Indicators/Outputs 

1: Establish 
international food 
standards that 
address current and 
emerging food issues. 

1.1: Establish new 
and review existing 
Codex standards, 
based on priorities 
of the CAC 

1.1.1: Consistently 
apply decision-making 
and priority-setting 
criteria across 
Committees to ensure 
that the standards and 
work areas of highest 
priority are progressed 
in a timely manner. 

New or updated 
standards are 
developed in a timely 
manner 

- Priority setting 
criteria are reviewed, 
revised as required 
and applied. 

- # of standards 
revised and # of new 
standards developed 
based on these 
criteria. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Does the Committee use any specific criteria for standards development? Does the Committee intend to develop such 
criteria 

 

1.2: Proactively 
identify emerging 
issues and Member 
needs and, where 
appropriate, 
develop relevant 
food standards.  

1.2.1: Develop a 
systematic approach to 
promote identification of 
emerging issues related 
to food safety, nutrition, 
and fair practices in the 
food trade. 

Timely Codex 
response to 
emerging issues and 
to the needs of 
Members. 

- Committees 
implement 
systematic 
approaches for 
identification of 
emerging issues. 

- Regular reports on 
systematic approach 
and emerging issues 
made to the 
CCEXEC through 
the Codex 
Secretariat. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

How does the Committee identify emerging issues and members needs? Is there a systematic approach? Is it necessary 
to develop such an approach? 

  

1.2.2: Develop and 
revise international and 
regional standards as 
needed, in response to 
needs identified by 
Members and in 
response to factors that 
affect food safety, 
nutrition and fair 
practices in the food 
trade. 

Improved ability of 
Codex to develop 
standards relevant to 
the needs of its 
Members. 

- Input from 
committees 
identifying and 
prioritizing needs of 
Members. 

- Report to CCEXEC 
from committees on 
how standards 
developed address 
the needs of the 
Members as part of 
critical review 
process. 

Included in question to 1.2 

2: Ensure the 
application of risk 
analysis principles in 
the development of 
Codex standards. 

2.1: Ensure 
consistent use of 
risk analysis 
principles and 
scientific advice. 

2.1.1: Use the scientific 
advice of the joint 
FAO/WHO expert 
bodies to the fullest 
extent possible in food 
safety and nutrition 
standards development 
based on the “Working 
Principles of Risk 
Analysis for Application 
in the Framework of the 
Codex Alimentarius”. 

Scientific advice 
consistently taken 
into account by all 
relevant committees 
during the standard 
setting process.  

-. # of times the need 
for scientific advice 
is: 

- identified,  

- requested and,  

- utilized in a timely 
manner. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Does the committee request scientific advice in course of its work, how often does it request such advice. 

Does the committee always use the scientific advice, if not, why not? 
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2.1.2: Encourage 
engagement of scientific 
and technical expertise 
of Members and their 
representatives in the 
development of Codex 
standards. 

Increase in scientific 
and technical experts 
at the national level 
contributing to the 
development of 
Codex standards. 

- # of scientists and 
technical experts as 
part of Member 
delegations. 

- # of scientists and 
technical experts 
providing appropriate 
input to country 
positions. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

How do members make sure that the necessary scientific input is given into country positions and that the composition of 
the national delegation allows to adequately present and discuss this position? What guidance could be given by the 
Committee or FAO and WHO? 

 

  

2.1.3: Ensure that all 
relevant factors are fully 
considered in exploring 
risk management 
options in the context of 
Codex standard 
development. 

Enhanced 
identification, and 
documentation of all 
relevant factors 
considered by 
committees during 
the development of 
Codex standards. 

- # of committee 
documents 
identifying all 
relevant factors 
guiding risk 
management 
recommendations. 

- # of committee 
documents clearly 
reflecting how those 
relevant factors were 
considered in the 
context of standards 
development. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

How does the Committee ensure that all relevant factors have been taken into account when developing a standard and 
how are these documented?  

  

2.1.4: Communicate the 
risk management 
recommendations to all 
interested parties. 

Risk management 
recommendations 
are effectively 
communicated and 
disseminated to all 
interested parties. 

- # of web 
publication/ 
communications 
relaying Codex 
standards.  

- # of media releases 
disseminating Codex 
standards. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

When taking a risk management decision, does the committee give guidance to members how to communicate this 
decision? Would more consideration of this be helpful to members? 

3: Facilitate the 
effective participation 
of all Codex Members. 

3.1: Increase the 
effective 
participation of 
developing 
countries in Codex. 

3.1.5: To the extent 
possible, promote the 
use of the official 
languages of the 
Commission in 
committees and working 
groups. 

Active participation 
of Members in 
committees and 
working groups. 

- Report on number 
of committees and 
working groups using 
the languages of the 
Commission 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Is the use of official languages in working groups of the committee sufficient? What are the factors determining the 
choice of languages? How could the situation be improved? 
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3.2: Promote 
capacity 
development 
programs that 
assist countries in 
creating sustainable 
national Codex 
structures. 

3.2.3: Where practical, 
the use of Codex 
meetings as a forum to 
effectively conduct 
educational and 
technical capacity 
building activities. 

Enhancement of the 
opportunities to 
conduct concurrent 
activities to maximize 
use of the resources 
of Codex and 
Members. 

-. # of activities 
hosted on the 
margins of Codex 
meetings. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Does the Committee organize technical capacity activities or other activities in the margins of Committee sessions? If yes 
– how many and with which topics have been organized in the past. If no – could this be useful and what topics could be 
addressed? 

4: Implement effective 
and efficient work 
management systems 
and practices. 

4.1: Strive for an 
effective, efficient, 
transparent, and 
consensus based 
standard setting 
process. 

4.1.4: Ensure timely 
distribution of all Codex 
working documents in 
the working languages 
of the 
Committee/Commission. 

Codex documents 
distributed in a more 
timely manner 
consistent with 
timelines in the 
Procedural Manual.  

- Baseline Ratio (%) 
established for 
documents 
distributed at least 2 
months prior to 
versus less than 2 
months prior to a 
scheduled meeting.  

- Factors that 
potentially delay the 
circulation of 
documents identified 
and addressed. 

- An increase in the 
ratio (%) of 
documents circulated 
2 months or more 
prior to meetings. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Does the Committee have a mechanism in place to ensure timely distribution of documents? What could be done to 
further improve the situation? 

  

4.1.5: Increase the 
scheduling of Work 
Group meetings in 
conjunction with 
Committee meetings. 

Improved efficiency 
in use of resources 
by Codex 
committees and 
Members 

- # of physical 
working group 
meetings in 
conjunction with 
committee meetings, 
where appropriate. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Does the Committee hold physical working groups independent of Committee sessions? If yes – why is this necessary? 
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4.2: Enhance 
capacity to arrive at 
consensus in 
standards setting 
process. 

4.2.1: Improve the 
understanding of Codex 
Members and delegates 
of the importance of and 
approach to consensus 
building of Codex work. 

Members and 
delegates awareness 
of the importance of 
consensus in the 
Codex standard 
setting process 
improved. 

- Training material on 
guidance to achieve 
consensus 
developed and made 
available in the 
languages of the 
Commission to 
delegates. 

- Regular 
dissemination of 
existing material to 
Members through 
Codex Contact 
Points.  

- Delegate training 
programs held in 
association with 
Codex meetings. 

- Impediments to 
consensus being 
achieved in Codex 
identified and 
analyzed and 
additional guidance 
developed to 
address such 
impediments, if 
necessary. 

Question to the Committee: 

Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO. 

Are there problems with finding consensus in the Committee? If yes – what are the impediments to consensus? What 
has been attempted and what more could be done? 

 


